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iWVTay it pleafe Tout 

Ro f A L O I6HNESS' 

Avirig 
of thofe few Hours 

which I could bor¬ 
row from Public! Bufinefs, on 

the following Account of Tran/, 
mions at Sea, during the laft 

A % War 

m 



The Epiflle ‘Dedicatory. 

War with France, I do, with 
« 

all Humility, prefume to put it 

into the World under the Pro¬ 
tection of Your Royal Highness, 

who has, at this time of equal 

ACtion, the Management of that 

no lefs difficult than important 

Affair of the Royal Navy ol this 

Kingdom. 
I am not without Hopes, 

Royal S I R, that (according to 

Your known Goodncfs) t ou will 

be pleas’d to Accept this fmall 

Offering, from one who has not 

only the Honour to be Employ d 

in Your Service, but of having 

already received Marks of Your 

Princely Favour; Not but that 

X am truly feniible, a Grace, like 

this, will infinitely too much Re- 
V 1 



The Epijlle 'Dedicatory. 

ward me, for the Pains I have 

taken to Prefervc to This, and Fu¬ 

ture Ages, what otherwife might, 

in little time, have efcapecl the 

Memory, even of thofe who 

were principally concerned. 

1 Ihould not have undertaken 

a Work of this Nature, had 

there been any Profpect of It’s 

being Communicated by a more 

aole Pen 5 but finding no Steps 

made towards it, and I having 

not only been Perfon^IIy in great 

part of the Tranfadhons which 

are here Treated of, but the Sta¬ 

tion wherein I have many Years 

ferv’d, enabling me to Infpedt 

the NecefTary Papers and Re, 

cords, I do, for thofe Reafons, 

humbly hope that I may, in 

A 3 feme 



cfhe Epijlle Dedicatory. 

feme meafiire, be Excufed foe 

my Prefumption. 

That Your Highnefs may En¬ 

joy a Long and Happy Life,with 

Her Majefly, Your Royal Con- 

fort, is the hearty Prayers of 

Q May it plea/e Jour 

Royal Highness) 

Tour Higbnefs's mofl Dutiful, 

and mofl Obedient Servant, 

}. Burchett 



TO THE 

WHE N I undertookL the fol¬ 
lowing Worl\, it was not 
with Defign to make it 
Publicly, hut rather to Re¬ 

ft eft) my own Memory, when any thing'con¬ 
tain d therein might have eftaped it's Reach * 
hut being earneftly prefsd by fome Friends 
to permit Ids appearing Abroad, 1 did, at 
laft, comply, iho’ not without fome ZJmvil- 
lingnefs, being but too fenfible, that it ought 
to have come forth in a more advantageous 
Hrefe, and that if I had more Time to be- 
Ji ow on it, I yet wanted a Capacity to ren¬ 
der it Jo acceptable as 1 could vpijh. How¬ 
ever, if as it is, it does fortunately give 
fame Satisfaction, I fttall (ftnce 1 have fat 
no other Mark, in view J think thofa Hours, 
very well employ1 d, which I borrowed, even 

from what were abfalutely neceffary for Reft, 
It muft not be expected that the following 

Sheets are a Compleat Hiftory of the Naval- 

A 4 War 



To the Reader. 
War with France, with all it's various 
Circumjldnces, as well of State as other- 
wife • hut rather what it was really inten¬ 
ded^ An Account, fomewhat in the 
Nature of a Journal, of Remarkable 
Tranfadtions at Sea, during that no 
Ms Great than Long War 5 and, to 
render the Whole the more intelligible, 1 
have taken care to fet down every Service 
entire by it Jelf 

I believe our Ancejlors did not conceive 
that France would ever have arrived to 
fitch a degree of Strength at Sea, as to be 
able to enter the Lifts with England, and 
the United Provinces ^ for as it appears 
by the Annals of former Times, that that 
Nation had no great Reafon to Value it felf 
in this Particular^ Jo looking no farther 
back, than the Reign of £tteen Elizabeth, 
it wilt be found that the Naval Force of 
France was very inconftderable, compared 
ivith what Ours then was^ and that, even 
then, they did not fo much as lay the Foun¬ 
dation of a Ship of War, without giving 
Tier Majefty a Satisfactory Reafon for their 

fo doing. 
True it is, that our Royal Navy was in 

thofc Times very fmall, compared ivith what 
it now is, as indeed it was even at the Rc- 
jlauration of King Charles the Second ^ 
but fome time after that it began to fell, 
(particularly by the Parliament's giving 



To the Reader. 
Money at once to build 50 Capital Ships) 
and fo it has, by degrees, come to it's prejeni 

Bulk- 
When nee began to encreafe our Force, the 

■ French, and the Dutch too, thought it ne- 
ceffary to augment their s • and as the Ap¬ 
plications of the former were indeed very 
Extraordinary, fo pojjibly were the Helps 
they met with therein not Inconfederable. 

The prefent Magnitude of our Navy does 
conjlantly furnifio (efpecially in time of 
ACtion) not only fo much, but fitch Variety 
of Bufinefs, that it is almofi next to an 
ImpoJJibility for any one Man, even in the 
C ourfi of a long Life, to make himfelf Mafier 
of it• and therefore it is divided into many 
Branches or Offices, all fitbfervient to the 
Lord High Admiral of England, and next, 
and immediately under him, the Principal 
Officers and Commiffioners of the Navy, 
who have in a more particular manner the 
(are of the Lards, Building and Repairing 
of Ships, Contracting for Naval Stores,Pay¬ 
ment of the aforefaid Yards and Ships, See. 

That the Reader may knovo what great 
Fleets this Nation was obliged, or at leafi: 
did think necejfary, to fet forth almofi eve¬ 
ry Year during the lafi War, I have here¬ 
after inferted not only the fiveral Rates of 

the Ships, but alfo the Number of each Rate, 
Viz. 

Kate. 
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Jnd this even exclufve of Hofpital Ships, 
Tachts, Sloops, Bomb-l cjjcls, Storefhips, 
Brigantines, and all other jin allbin necej 
fary. In/bar cat ions, for the Convent ency and 
Service of a Grand, tleet. 

But I would not have it underfood,that 
all thefe Ships and Vejjels -were, at any time, 
employed in a Body. No b many of them 
were on Services abroad •, others as Convoys 
to particular Trades ^ while no fmall Num¬ 
ber of the lejfer fort were made ufe of as 
Cruizers to and fro in toe Chanel, and tlfc- 
where, to fecure our Merchant Ships and 
Vcffels from the Enemy’s fmall Frists, and 
Privateerswith which (efpecially tk lat¬ 
ter) they made it their Bufinefs to inf eft 

our Goafs. 
The preatefi Number o f Ships and t ej- 

fets in Pay in one Tear, (exclufive of Ten¬ 
ders) during the whole Time of the laf 

T ijar, 



To the Reader. 
War was 229 5 and, according to their re¬ 
flective Complements of Men, they required 
about 45900, and had mounted in them 
8396 Guns, of which Number 6360 were 
on board Ships from the Firjl to the Fourth 
Rate, inclufve 5 but then it mufl be under- 

flood, that thofe employed in the Weft In- 

dies are reckoned to the middle Number of 
Men and Guns allowed them, otherwife 
both the one and the other would have a- 
mounted to confderably more than ids now 
calculated at. As for the Body of the Ens- 

lifli Fleet, it feldom or never exceeded 
52 Ships of the hirf, Second, Third, and 
Fourth Rates, fund of the latter there was 
feldom many) which with the Dutch Hfiw- 
ta, commonly about 5 to 8, made upwards 
of 80 proper for the Line of Battel 

But alt ho’ the whole Number of Men were, 
or ought to have been employed, at leaf in 
the Summer Months, yet did it often fall 
fort • for as they were in the Winter Sea- 
J'on very confderably reduced, by the laying 
up mofl of the Firjl and Second Rates, fo 
by the Fleet’s not being fo well Mannd, as 
to be in a Condition to go to Sea before the 
latter end of April, or the beginning of 
May, it cannot be reckoned that the whole 
Number of Men in Sea-Pay, one Month 
with another, did ever exceed 40OCO the 
Tear round, if it fivell'd fo high, 



To the Reader. 
It k well known, that France had in a, 

Body one Year the lajl War, if not two, 

upwards of 80 Ships of the Line of Bat¬ 
tel : And it was as obvious, that all which 
England and Holland could, or at leajl 
diet do, was timely to Jet forth a Strength 
(with regard to many other Services that 
called for Shipping ) very little, if any 
thing, fuperior to them 5 but then it mujl 
be obferved\ that the great Number of Men 
which our Trade (not much lefs than in 
actual Peace) required, was no little Hin¬ 
drance to the Manning the Navy, ^ to 
enable It to be early at Sea. 

7$e French King has many Advantages, 

which we have not, towards Manning his 
Fleet 5 ^5 hk Trade k very little, com¬ 
pared with ours, hk Seamen 
when the Public4 Service requires them 5 fo 
does he, hk Abfolute Power, ^7 

appear, /wi* of Death, grievous 
Punifhments ; ^ to fay 
it) the Englifh Seamen, rae# when the 
Trade k ft opt, have too often Jhelterd them- 

felves, //; hopes of being more advantageouft 
ly Entertain d by the Merchants when their 
Ships have liberty to proceed. 

Nor does France w;/ conftderablc 
Helps from her Numerous Privateers ^ for 
(as I am credibly informed) that Monarch 
obliges them to take on board, tfW breed //£, 

Numbers of Land-men3 to return into 



To the Reader, 
Port, upon occafion, deliver up their 
whole (implements at certain limitted Times ^ 
and then to fitpply them]elves again. Nayr 
a yet farther Advantage he has, hy placing 
on hoard each of his Ships of War, as part 
of their allotted Number, (”which com- 

exceeds, />/ Officers and Men5 

what is allow d to our Ships) at leaf a 
Third Part Soldiers. 

We hacf indeed, part of the tajl 
War fevered A tari ne Regiments, defgnedas 
a Nurfiry for Seamen 5 hut for want of 
their being put at firfi on a good Foot5 they 
did, by degrees, dwindle away, 

length wholly laid afide : A Fate that (for 
my Country3s fake) I hope will not attend 
thofi Six Regiments now allotted for Sea- 
Service : Nor can it well happen, ^ 6W*e 

be taken to render them eafy to others, as 
well as to them fives; that is to fay,by Pay¬ 
ing and C loathing them well, and enabling 
the Officers from time to time to Recruit, 
their Men Jhall die, <?r be otherwifi miffing, 

without putting them to thofi Straights, not 
only in thefe, but many other Particulars% 
which they were not able to get over the lad 
War. 

The Advantages are many which may ac¬ 
crue to the Public Ig Service, by keeping thefe 
Regiments entire. They will not only be of 
great ZJfe in the Fleet, but be alfo very 
Serviceable in any Attempts on Shore 3 



To the Reader. 
when they are not fo employed, they may he 
Quartered near the Principal Dockyards, 

and not only work, therein, upon occafion, 

at very reafonahle Rates over and above 
their Common Daily Pay, but do Duty by 
Night, as well as in the Day-time, if re¬ 
quired, whereby the ufiual Charge of Watch¬ 
men will be faved, and the Magazines, and 
Ships lying up, be much more fccure from 
Imbezelment, or Treachery. And further, 
when there fhall be occafion to fend Ships ori 
any immediate Service from any Port where 
thefe Marines are quartered, how foon may 
the faid Ships, if in want of Men, as well 
as Cruizers under thofe Circumftances, be 
fupplied ? 
- In fine. As all the Advantages which 
may arife from thefe Regiments, by good 
Management, cannot at prefent occur ^ fo 
may any one fore fee that they will be of lit¬ 
tle ufe, unlefis the ncceffary Care be taken 
to enable their Officers to do their Parts, 
and that then the faid Officers take the 
like Care, in all refpeHs, of their Men. 

Marine Regiments are what almofl all 
Nations find necejfary, that ha ve a Naval- 
Force 5 and even in the laff Tears Expe¬ 
dition, we experienced the ZJfefulnefis of 
them; as we did at the beginning of this 
prefent Tear, when the Service required the 
Jpeedy difpatching fame Ships of War from 

Portfmouth. 
Having 



To the Reader. 
Having now mention d forne of the Ad¬ 

vantages which the French King has to¬ 
wards Manning his Navy, 1 fhall, in the 
next place, ohferve fomething concerning the 
Methods we take therein 5 and, 

I. It hath been Cuflomary, at the be¬ 
ginning of each Tear, and it is fill 
the Practice, to Promifi, by Procla¬ 
mation, a Bounty to all Seamen, and. 
Ablc-budy'd Landmen, who come into 
the Service by a certain Time, which 
is frequently Two Months Pay, and 
feldom more. This does, indeed, pre¬ 
vail upon many, but yet great Num¬ 
bers do conceal themfelves until the 
Fleet is at Sea, and others lurf about 
even till the Time limitted for fuch 
Bounty is near expired, which does 
in no little meafure prevent the Fleet's 
being in a Readinefs for an early 
Campaign. 

z. As the Seamen are thus encouraged 
to Enter Voluntarily, fi is there ano¬ 
ther Method taken to Compell them to 
it 5 and that is,Prejpng, by Warrants 
from the Lord High Admiral to the 
Captains,and by them affiigned to their 
feveral Lieutenants: And to render 
this the more EffieHual, Veffiels are pur- 
pofely hired into the Service, to pro¬ 
ceed from place to Place with thofe 

Officers 



To the Reader. 
Officers and their Preji-Gangs, not 

' only to receive Volnntters, hut to Jm- 
preft what Men they can light on : 
And the Vice-Admirals of the feveral 
Counties were not long flnce Empower'd 
to Prefs, but that is at prefent dif- 
continued, becauje it was judged to 
he attended with more Trouble and 
Charge, than any Real Advantage to 
the Publick. Service, tho I do incline 
to believe, that it will hereafter be 
thought neceffary, otherwife I cannot 
forefee how the Sailers will either be 
ft opt from running into the Inland 
Counties, or, when there, be brought 

back, to the Fleet. 

As the Succefs of the aforefaid Officers, 
with their Tenders and Prefs-Gangs, hath 
been Uncertain, fa it is always very Ex¬ 
po nil ve s, for alt ho it ojten happens that 
fome of them do luckily get good Numbers 
of Men, yet, on the other hand, many have 
been a confiderable time employed to little or 
no purpofe. It does therefore require the 
mojl ferious Conftderation, what Methods 
may be for the future taken, for the more 
faccdy and effectual Ulanning tnc Fbcf, 
fince it is a Matter of the great eft Confe- 
quence to the Nation \ and indeed it i\ite 
much to be wifh’d, as to one Particular, 
That the Civil Magift rates in the Port- 

• Towns, 



To the Reader. 
Towns, as well as in the Inland Counties, 
would exert themfelves more than feme of 
them have hitherto done, and that injlead 
of fettering ftraggling Seamen, or at leaf 
winding thereat, they would fo far Contri¬ 
bute to the Good of their Country,and even 
themfelves, as to fecure and fend all fuch 
Men to the Fleet. This would in little 
time pul a Stop to the Cufiom the Sailers 
have got of running into the Country, when 
there is great eft Occafion for them * for 
when they find that San&uary fails them, 

they will; with greater Readinefs, beta(e 
themfelves to the Publick Service. But I 
am in hopes, fince Care is taken to make 
them eafy, as to their Pay and other Par¬ 
ticulars, there will be no occafon to deal 
roughly with them, but that they nil, for 
the future, rather fo behave themfelves]that 
not only their Country-men, but the re(l of 
the llorld may be convinced, an Englifti 
Seaman does fill retain his wonted Zed 
dna Bravery. 

As the Government does, and ought to 
ex pelt from the'Sailers the mofi friti Com¬ 
pliance with their Duty, fo are there, on the 
other hand, feveral Things which ftmtld be 
very carefully perform d with refpett to 
them : As, 

I. The looking well after them, when 
J ounded, or Sick, at Sea, and when 



they are put on Shore under thofe ( ir- 
'aw?fiances. To this end there are 
Phyflcikns in the Fleet, and with 
fu it able Salaries, but whether the pre- 
fent Allowance of One to each Squa¬ 
dron May be fufffeient, efpccia/ly in 
the Weft Indies, is not unworthy 
((mjr deration \ for certain it is, that 
there cannot be too much Care taken 
to preferve a Race of Aden fo abfo- 
liitcly neceffary for the Good of our 
Coiintry. 

Jins 1 think. I nidy venture to fay. That 
many of the Chirtirgeons, but more 
efpccially their Mates, which are em¬ 
ploy d in the Fleet, are nett altogether 
Jo Well Qualify’d as they ought to be; 
and yet the poor Men are forc'd to 
depend on their Skill, 'not only in Chi- 
rurgery, but Phyfu'k alfo, in the Ab- 
fence of a Phyfictan. 

Yhcther the prejent Allowance is fuffi¬ 
cient to invite Knowing Men to un¬ 
dertake this Employment (conffdering 
they are in Pay no longer than the 
Ships they ferve in) I fubmit to Judg¬ 
ment, and fhall only add, That ij <1 
is not, I do heartily wifi it was made 
fo, fince thofe Aden in the Ships that 
are P ‘omfctwiifly Employ'd both at 
fivwe and'Abroad, do, rchco they 

hap- 



To the Reader. 
i 

happen to be Sicl{ or Wounded, Stand 
or Fall, in a great meafttre, by their 
Adminiflration to them; and as I 
have fome Reafon to doubt, whether 
there are many of the Ablejl of our 
Sca-Chirurgeons, Qualify d to judge 
Nicely of many Dijiempers incident 
to a Sailer, Jo muff they, if not fo 
Qualify d, be confiquently greatly to 
feefor proper Remedies. 

2, When the Sailws are put Sick afijore., 
they are provided for by Officers ap¬ 
pointed at the feveral Ports by the Com- 
mijfioners for Sh\and Wounded,whofe 
Bufine.fi it is to take care not only for 
their Lodgment and Nurfes, hut 4fo 
jor all other Things neceffary for the 
Cure of their Wounds, and Difiafes 
And as I make no doubt but thofi 
Gentlemen who now have9 or others 
who may have, a Power to Supervifi 
thefe Matters, will %ealonfly perform 
their Parts, and oblige their Subordi¬ 
nate Officers to do the like .• fo mufl 
it be owned, that a juji and Charita¬ 
ble Care in thefe Matters will much 
contribute, not only to the Prefrvation 
of the Seamen, but to the confirming 
in them a hearty Love and Affection 
to the PublickService: And as it were 
much to be wifi,ied, that fome fpeedy 



To the Reader. 
Care were taken towards the Reception 
of Poor, Maim'd, and Difable d Sea- 

men, and the Widows and Children 
of jit ch who have lojl their Lives in 
the Publick Service, into the Hofpital 
at Greenwich 5 fo am I not without 
Hopes, that many well-difpofed Per- 
fens will largely Contribute towards fo 
Charitable a Work,when they find that 
the true Intent thereof is zealoufy pro¬ 
moted* 
Father more it is of no little Conf¬ 

luence to the Good of the Service, 
that the Captains of the Ships of War 
do tafe a Fatherly Care of the Men 
under their Command, by feeing that 
Right be done them in every Particu¬ 
lar * for they are entirely committed 
to their Government: And as this ivill 
not only greatly conduce to the Gene¬ 
ral Qitiet and Sat is fuel ion of the Men, 
Jo will it alfo redound to the Parti¬ 
cular Honour and Reputation of the 
Commanders themfelves. Far be it 
from me to make a General, or even 
a Particular Reflection^ and therefore, 
fnce tis not fo intended, none can 
have Ref on to Complain ^ but this 1 
am afitred of, that tkofe Gentlemen 
will find the Conveniences, which will 
attend the Countenancing of thofi who 
deferve well, and Punifhing others 

who 
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To the Reader. 
who are diforderly, according to the 

known Difaipline of the Sea, and not 
otherwife. 

4. There is one Thing which gives no 
little Uneaffnefs to many Seafaring 
Men, and that is, the not dijeharging 

them from one Ship into another,when 
Offers are made to advance them 
to the Emploies of Mates, Midfhip- 
men, or the like. The Denial of 

this is indeed a Difcouragement • for 
when a Sailer has, by his Induflry and 
length of Service, made himfelf capa¬ 
ble of fuch frnall Employments, how 

can he think,. it other than hard 7J- 
fage, to be tied down before the Mafl 
as long as he lives. 

$• As it is abfolutely neceffary for the 
Commanders themfelves to Treat their 
Men humanely, and to few them all 

good Examples, it is alfo indifpenfibly 
fo, that they take all polfible Care to 

oblige the Commijjion Officers, and 
others under them, to do the life, that 
jo the Sailers may not have jiifi Rea- 

Jon to flight their Neceffary Co mm and, 
upon account of any Indecency or Dif 
orders they ffall difeover in them • 
for as mojl Men are but too liable fo 
follow ill Example, fo is there nothin? 

can more contribute to whole fame Dif¬ 
cipline, than the Officers pra&ifing 

4 3 them- 



To the Reader. 
thcmfelves, what they ought to exact 

from the Men they have Authority 

over. 

6, Another Thing which requires more 

than Ordinary Care, is the [applying 

the Fleet with gcod and vpholefome 

Provisions, the Want whereof fubjeBs 

the Men to many Diflempers. This 

Care ought to extend it [elf as well to 

Quantity as Quality * for as no¬ 

thing does more Di[courage a Sailer 

than his being Wrong'd in the fir ft, 

jo is therre not any thing fabjeels them 

to Difiafes, jo much as a DefiSl in 

the latter. 

This Affair of Vied nailing was formerly 

performed by Contractors, but for a long 

time it has been under the Care of Commifi 

(toners, who (cep their General Office on 

Tower-hill, and have not only their proper 

Agents at the feveral Victualling Ports in 

this Kingdom, but dfo tfjeir Correfpondents 

abroad. 
1 jhall not pretend to offer Phyfical Rea- 

Cons, why the eating too much Salt Ale at s 

h prejudicial to the Health of A fen, but it 

has often been objerved, that the Seamen of 

other Hat ions (fund particularly the Dutch) 
who feed oftener on other Species of Provi- 

1ions, are not expofid to Sicfgncfs lt\e oui s* 

Kav Co Healthy are the Seamen of the St at es, 
: that 



To the Reader. „ *» * 

that I quejlion whether they did, during toy 
whole War,carry fo much as an Ififpdal .Ship 

with the grofs of thev' Fleet, whereas we 
have had fometimes Three, four, or more, 

and they fill'd but too often. 
1 am fnfeble that it will be a confide ru¬ 

ble Charge, when the Fleet Jhall be at Sea, 

to fend Veffels on purpofc with Frejh Provi- 

fions for the Sufi or Wounded Men ^ but 
fince it may very much contribute to the fa- 
ving the Lives of great Numbers, may not 
the Confluence of that much over~balla.net: 

the other ? 
I have experienced, daring my Service 

in the Fleet, that by a long Cruize iu the 
Soundings the Men fell fief in great Num¬ 
bers, and that the Sairvy, or Fevers, iverc 
the mofl reigning Dijhmpers, infomuch 

that it may be truly Jaid, many of them 
died for want of a fitting Proportion of 

Frejh Provi fions, before they could reach 
any Port to he taken care of 5 and even 
thofe whofl Difempcrs did not carry them 
off ere they could be put on Shore, werer 
for want of fitch Necejftries, reduced to jo 
weak a condition, that it required a longer 
Tune for their Recovery than . the Service 

would admit the Fleet to flay for them 5 

wherefore if Care could be taken thus to 
refrejld the Men, when at Sea, the Governs 
ment (which allows them in Wages, and 

is put to other Charges for a Mont If tiwe> 

a Or when 



To the Reader. 
Hehtn fetti Sic \ <iJhore, if they do not footer 

*eiover) would be in a great tneajure eafed 

to ^'at Expence, and the Fleet be con- 
jtantly in a much better Condition for Ser- 
vice. 

** f?e thought too great a 
Charge to take up Vejfels on purpofe to at¬ 
tend the Fleet the whole Campaign, yet it 
fcems not unreafonable, that when the Fleet 
fball have been at Sea a conjiderable time, 
there Jhould be Frefi Provijions fent out to 
them, and when difiributed to each Ship, 

according as there Jhall be occafion, thofe 
Vejjels may be discharged the Service. Nay, 
a great part of this jo necejfary Expence 
might be fived, by fending in the Tenders 
which ufually accompany the Fleet 3 and 
when the Sailers are thus [applied with 
Frefi), it goes in lieu of Salt Meats, and 
other Species of Provijions 3 fo that as 
there will arijfe no Additional Charge on 

that Account, it may be of great Service 
by lengthening out the Sea-Provifions 3 the 
want of timely Supplies whereof, at feveral 
times during the lajl JVar, I have known 
has greatly objlntcfed thofe JAefigns, which 
otherwife might have been carried on with 
greater Advantage to the Publicly 

Having thus touched on fome Things 
which in my Opinion may be for the Ad¬ 
vantage of the Publick Service, and agree¬ 
able to the Seamen, I come now to make 

fome 
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To the Reader. 
fome Obfervations relating to the Navy it 
felf \ and Jhdl in the firfl place give an Ac¬ 
count of the Numbers and Rates of Ships 
and Veffels of which it is compofed, Viz. 

Rate. 

Bomb-Vejfels 
TCachts - 

Advice-Boats 
Brigantines— 

Sloops —- 

Pink’- 
Ketch— 

Storejhips 
Hulks —- 

Hoys 

Number. 

Smacks 
Hired Storejlnps 

Jo foil 

2 74 

N° of Men for 
their higheft 
Com|)]einenr.. 

-5308 

-8834 

-21147 
-15702 

-4*30 

°35 

59479 

Qf which Number all are in in a Condition 
for Service,except two Firfl, fix Second, fur 
i bird, and one Fifth Rate, In 

t 
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To the Readier. 
In time of Peace thefe Ships are hid tip 

at the Principal Hards, namely Chatham, 
Portfmouth, Plimouth, Wool wich,Dept¬ 
ford, and Sheer-nefs ^ but the biggefi, and 
the greatefl number of the biggefl Ships, are 
ahvays lodged at Chatham, where, and at 
the other Yards, they receive from time to 
time fuch Repairs as are necejfary ^ but 
their Bodies are more thoroughly loolfd into 
in time of Peace, than ’tis pojjible to do 
when War requires their conflant Service. 

At the fever.al Dock-Yards, before men¬ 
tioned are the Magazines of all forts of 
Naval-Stores • and how much it imports the 
Good of the Public f to keep thofe Magazines 
confiantly replenished, every one is able to 
judge. They are generally fupplied from the 
Northern Crowns, that is to fay., Hemp, 
Pitch, Tar, Rofin, and feveral other Spe¬ 
cies j but as for Mafic, particularly thofe 
of largefi fi%e, they are brought from New- 
England 5 and it were much to be wijlsd, 
that the improving the afore-mentioned 
Commodities in Her Mdjefiys own Planta¬ 
tions might meet with all pojjible Encourage¬ 
ment, lejl one time or other it may prove: 
difficult to get them elfewheri. It is reajo- 
nable to thinks that fuch an Undertaking 
will put the Nation to form confides able 
Charge ere it be brought to Per fit ion t, but 
■when fo, many are the Advantages that will 
arif front it. 



To the Reader. 
For the Receipt and Ijjue of all Naval- 

Stores, there is a particular Storekeeper at 
each Yard; hut as the other Officers, name¬ 
ly the Majier Attendant, Majier Shipwright, 
Clerks of the Checque and Survey, are more 
or lefs a Checque on the faid Storekeeper, 
fo is there one of the Principal Officers and 
Conmijfioners of the Navy particularly ap¬ 
pointed to re fide at, and infpeff into Af¬ 
fairs of the Principal Yards, and another, 
who ajjifts at the Board in Town,is charged 
with the Examining and Adjujiing the 
Storekeeper s Accounts, as a Second is thofe 
of the Treafurer of the Navy, and a Third 
the Accounts of riff nailing • And as each 
of the afore faid Warrant Officers in the 
Yards have their peculiar Duties afjigned 
them, viz. The Majier Shipwright in buil¬ 
ding Ships, the Majier Attendant in the 
proportioning Rigging for them, and putting 
it over head• laying out Moorings, anfd 
removing Ships from one Mooring to ano¬ 
ther, with feverd other Services • fo are the 
Clcrkg of the Checque employed in Mujler- 
ing the Workmen in the Yards, and the 
Ships Companies within their Reach, and 
Checquing them out of Wages when abfent, 
and both they, and the Clerl^of the Survey, 
infpeff into all Stores delivered, to fee that 
they anjwer to Contract, both in Quantity 
and Quality. ' 1 . * 

T - T ‘ * 
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To the Reader. 
^ Befides thefe Principal Officers in the 

Yards, there are ethers inferiour to them, 
hut all are under the immediate Command 
of the Commiffioners r efi ding on the Place. 
Thofe inferiour Officers are the Ajjiflants to 
the Majler Shipwrights, Mafier Caulker, 
Majler Houfi-Carpenter, Mafia Joyner, 
Mafier Boat builder, Mafier Mafl maker. 
Foremen both on fijore and afloat, Boat- 

ffiain of the Yard\ Mafier Satlmaker, and 
the like, who have alfo each of them their 
particular Duties affigned. 

It is of greatefi Confluence to the Pub- 
Hck, that thofe Officers of the Yards, who 
have the Care and Injpe&ion of Repairing 
and. Refitting the Ships of the Royal Navy, 
jhould employ their utmofi Care and Dili¬ 
gence in the well-performing the fame, by 
fiarching very narrowly their Hulls • for it 
hath been experienced, that when Ships have 
had much Time and Money fpent on them, 
they have been obliged, by reafon of Leaks, 
or other Defers, to return very fuddenly 
into Port again, and by that means the 
Nation hath, to a very great Degree, lefi 
ihe Benefit of their Service. As thefe are 
Misfortunes that ought, above all Things, 
to be prevented\ jo do they chiefly happen 
in time of great efi Action, when the Ser¬ 
vice cannot admit of fetching, and fo 
throughly repairing the Bottoms of the Ships 
je in Peace, 

At/d- 
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To the Reader. 
And a$i for the Reafons aforefaid\ it fa 

abfolutely necefpiry to employ all imaginable 
Zeal and Care in this Particular, Jo mar 
there be One more added thereunto,and that 
of no little Conference, namely the great 
Confumption of limber in building Ships, 
ejpecially thofi of the greatef Magnitude, 
or in the Rebuilding them, when they 
fall be found almofl worn out 5 and I could 
heartily wif, that more Zeal may be here- 

fewny as well to the Growth as 
Prefer vat ion of Timber necejfary for thefi 
Services, than hath been for many Tears 
paf • otherwife it may, r/V/e otherT 
prove of the greatef ill Confluence. 

There is one Thing which hath very much 
cbfiruCted the intended Service of the Crui¬ 
zing Frigats, and more efpecially in the 
J Vinter Seafon, which fa the frequent Lofs 
of their Sails, made of Canvas worked up 
in England, and which comes far fort of 
what we have from Holland, as to Strength 
and Goodnefe. Tfa true, the ZJfi of this 
Manufacture was introduced into the Navy 
for the Benefit of our oivn Country, and for 
that Reafin it were much to be wifed, that 
it might in time be brought to Perfection, as 
it has, indeed, been of late very much a- 
nt ended 5 for otherwife the ZJfi thereof may 
prove greatly Prejudicial\ not only with re- 
fpcCt 10 the Danger the Great Ships may be 
expo fed to thereby, but by the obliging the 

Smaller 



To the Reader. 
Smaller to come into Port for New Supplies, 
when the Safety of the Trade in the Chanel, 
and up and down in the Soundings, and 
elfewhere, does abfolutely require their keep¬ 
ing out at Sea. Nay more than this, Op¬ 
portunities of Service may be loll, not only 
with Squadrons, but Jingle Ships, upon meet¬ 
ing an Enemy, for if the Sails prove bad, 
it may on the one hand impede their getting 
up with them, and on the other, fubjeff 
them to a Surprize when out-number d : 
And the Conjequence may be fatal to a 
Fleet, or any number of Ships on a Lee- 
fhore. 

We are now entred into a Second War 
with France, and that even before we had 
a true RelijJ) of the Peace, which was Jo 
folemnly Ratify d at Ryfvvick. The Am¬ 
bition of the French King has been the 
foie Occafion of it, who ejleems nothing 
binding to him, when he has Opportunities 
of breaking his Word and Faith, with a 
Profpect of Advantage ^ which I thinly 
is fo obvious to all Chriflendom, that there 
needs no other Argument to ejlablifl) a Be¬ 
lief of it. And fincc Her Majcfly, with 
her Allies, hath heartily gone into this fo 
neceffary a War, in order to the procuring 
Quiet to ihofc which France doth nnjujli- 
fiably dijlurb, I hope Providence will Jo far 
Approve of the 'j ujli.ee of our Caufe, as to 



To the Reader. 
enable us to bring down the Pride and Am¬ 
bition of that Monarch, and to make him 
fenjible, that the Grafting at the Birth- 
Rights of others, will one time or other (as 
it ought) occafion the Ruine of his own. 

As the former War was confrantly at¬ 
tended with the vaff Expence of Great 
Fleets, fo I have Reafon to doubt this will. 
We then thought it neceffary for the Safety 
of our Country, and the Trade, becaufe 
*twas uncertain what Strength the Enemy 
would fet forth. France Rowing we would 
do this, did frequently, and indujtrioufly 
amitfe us, with their pretended Great Pre¬ 
parations 5 and yet, during two Thirds of 
the whole War, they did not appear at Sea 
with more than Squadrons, while our Great 
Fleets encmntring the Winds and Waves, 
did not only very much impair their Hulls, 
but great Lofs of Mafls, Yards, Sails, and 
Ground Tackle, was occafion d thereby. 

For F.afing the Public4 Charge, methinks 
the Great Ships frould be as early Paid off, 
each Year, as ‘tbs pojjible, if it frail be found 
neceffary to Jit them out at all • but in this, 
we muff be Govern'd by tlx beff Accounts 
that can be procur'd, of the Enemy's real 
Preparations and Defigns. This I am well 
offered of That the French King is not 
able to Arm out a Strength capable to Cope 
with the-Body of the Englifh and Dutch 
Fleets, after each Hat ion hath taken the 

Necefr 
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To the Reader. 
Neceffary Care of their Trade, by proper 
Convoies and Cruizers ^ nor can France 
enter the Lijls, even with England alone, 
provided our Ships were all, or the mofl 
part of them. Employ'd at Home • for as 
the 16 Ships of the Line of Battel, which 
were partly burnt, and partly taken, at Vigo 
in Galicia, by Sir George Rooke, in his 
Return with the Fleet the lafl Tear from 
Cadiz, has in a great meafure weakened 
their Strength, (as the taking feveral, and 
burning other Galleons, which Monfieur Cha- 
teau-Renault brought thither from the Ha¬ 
vana, has put them to great Straights for 
want of Money) fo will they not, in my 
poor Opinion, be able to Repair this Lofs, 
with that Expedition they did the Blow 
given them by the Earl of Orford, the lafl 
War, at La Hogue and Cherbrooke^ for 
*tis credibly reported. That they built 15 or 
16 Ships in One Tear and a half, (the 
mofl of them Capital Ones) and that they 
were not only called by the fame Names, but 
were of the very fame Dimenfons with 
thofe burnt at the aforefaid Places • which 
probably the French King might caufe to 
be done, as much to Amufe the next Age, by 
rendering it almojl beyond Credit, that fuch 
a Lofs could happen to him, and be fo Joon 
Repair d, as for any other /Ingle Reafon. 

It is more than probable therefore, that 
He will think it his greatejl Interejl to lie 

on 



To the Reader. 
on the Watch, and endeavour to Surprize 

either here or abroad, if he finds our fleet 

Jo divided as to give an Opportunity for it, 

rather than Jet forth any confiderable Fleet, 

to oblige us to hgep Our s intire in thefe Seas 
in order to a General Engagement • but I 
qu eft ion not there will be all poffible Care 
taken to prevent his having any Advantage 
of this Nature. 

But notwithftanding what has been al¬ 

ready find, in relation to our Great Ships9 

If it ft)all be certainly hyiown that France 
does really intend to make their ntmofl Ef¬ 

fort in thefe Seas, by Equipping and Setting 

forth all their Ships fit for Service, and 

that (befides the Numerous Services which 

call for our Fourth Rates,and fmaller Ships) 

we are obliged to have a large Squadron m 

the Weft indies, and pojfibly others elfe- 

where ^ J fay, in fuch cafe, there will be¬ 

an indifpenfable NeceJJity for our Arming, 

m our own Defence, all or the mod part of 
our Capital Ships. 

On the other hand, if the French Fling 

Jhall find it necejfary to keep up his Great 

Ships in Harbour, and probably good part 

of the reft of his Navy, what Neceifity is 

there for Launching our Fir ft and Second 

Rates into the Sea ? J cannot fore fie the 
Advantages which may arife from it, but 

that, on the contrary, they will, after ha- 

Fing put the Fat ion to a very confiderable 

b Choree* 



To the Reader, 
Charge, return into Port in a much ivorfe 
Condition than when they went out. 

Undoubtedly the chief 7 king to be aim ct 
at, in this Cafe, is to Man the Third Rates, 
and all our nimble Frigats well, and to 
keep them conftdntly Employ'd, for the Se¬ 
curity of our Coafis and Trade, either in 
Squadrons or other wife, as the Service 
frill from time to time require. Expe¬ 
rience has taught us, that by putting forth 
the Great Ships, neither they nor the Crui¬ 
sers can be timely, or tolerably well Mann d, 
and confcquently neither the one nor the 
other in jo good a Condition of Safety, or 
to Defend them fives, as other wife they 
would be, either in Extremity of Weather, 
or their Encountering an Enemy. Fay, 
put the Cafe yet farther, That the French, 
knowing our Great Ships are not out, Jhould 
thereupon Arm their s, it is to be hoped we 
fall not unfortunately mifs fuck early No¬ 
tice thereof as may Finable us, by a Vigo¬ 
rous Prefs,and calling in Come of the fmai¬ 
ler Ships, to Man our Firfi and Second 
Rates, before the Enemy can have any Ad¬ 
vantage over us. I cannot but differ in 
Opinion with fome, That England is in 
Want of Seafaring-Men io Navigate it s 
Royal Navy 5 for, on the contrary, 1 do 
really believe, there might be found more 
than fuff dent, both for That, and the Trade, 
did both the one and the other call for much 

larger 



To the Reader. 
larger Supplies $ but then ihe proper Me¬ 
thods mu(l be taken, and all Perjons con¬ 
cerned mufl Zealoufly do their Duty there¬ 
in : Nor will I fo much as doubt the good 
Inclinations of the Seamen to the Public\ 
Service, fince they find them]elves fo well 
Paidy and jo kindly Treated in other Re- 

jpefo' 
I fhall conclude with a Chart Obfervation 

concerning the Trade of this Kingdom in 
time of AXion* I do well remember, that 
in the lajl War the French didy with their 
Cruizcrs and Privateers, frequently take our 
Merchant ShipSy but more Particularly when 
they came into the Soundings fiom Foreign- 
Voyages : And it is as frejh in my Memory, 
that the then Board of Admiralty did, on 
t hat Scorey labour under very great ‘Onea~ 
finefs and Difficulties? upon Reflexions and 
Complaints that they had not a due Care of 
the Trade. Now^ as it was then, and wiU 
hereafter he, as impojjible entirely to prevent 
fuch Misfortunes as Robberies on the Hi^h- 
ways, confiderlng the great Numbers of the 
Enemy s Privateers • fo it may be truly ftidy 
that no fmall number of thoje Ships and 
Veffels which fell into the Hands of the 
Enemy, were fuch whofe Majlers did negli¬ 
gently, if not wilfully, leave their Convoys 
when they came near their Ports„ either in 

hopes to come firjt to the Market, or for fome 
other End, - 



To the Reader. 
I Jhall only give one of the many In ft an- 

ces of this kind, and that in relation 
to a great Fleet of Merchant Ships which 
were coming from Virginia. Thefe Ships 
kept wit a their Convoy till they arrived in 
the Soundings.and then a confderable Hum¬ 
ber of them belonging to Briftol taking the 
Opportunity of the Night, thought Jit to fc- 
parate, and were, I thinly, every one of 
them fur prized by the Enemy before they 
could reach their Port, whereas all the red 
name fafe home. Ibis occafiond a great 
Clamour, and the Fad being thoroughly 
Examin'd into by a Committee of the HouJe 
of Commons, it was plainly proved that 
the Ships were loft by the Carelefnefs (I will 
not fay Villany) of their Majters. Now 
if fame Penalty could be laid, by Act of 
Parliament, on the Mafters of Ships and 
Vejfels who fhall thus leave their Convoys, 
and thereby not only expofe their Owners to 
Ruine, and prejudice Her Majefty in Her 
Revenue.but fubject themfelves and Country¬ 
men to Imprifonment and Hardftsips.and by 
that Means deprive the Publicft of their 
Service, Vis hoped it may, in a very great 
meafire. prevent this Evil for the future. 

E R R A T A. 

PAge 18. in the ad Note in the Margin^or Porch*, 
read Forces. Page 16, in the Marginal Note, 

for attacking London-Derry, read relieving London- 
Derry. Page 91, in the id Note, for Hrovifons, read 
Proviftons. THE 
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TR ANSACTIONS 

DURING THE 

War with France: 

Begun in i 6 8 8, 

INCE the Motives which in- Introdth 

^ } duced His late Majefty, when£fim- O Prince of Orange, to concern 
himfelf for the Prefervation of 
the Religion and Liberties of 

thefe Kingdoms, and thofe unhappy 
Proceedings which loft King James the 
Hearts of his Subje&s, who, at the 
Death of his Royal Brother, joyfully 
proclaim’d his Succeffion to the Throne, 
have been fully fet forth on divers oc- 
cafions, I {half without any repetiti- 

B ons 



2 l ratifaSlions at Sea, ckc. 
ons thereof, leave the Reader to the 
following Sheets, which contain an Ac¬ 
count of Remarkable Tranfadtions at Sea, 
during the War which happen’d there¬ 
upon. 

A' James It is well known, That the Invitati- 
ons His late Majefty received in the Year 

par at ions 1688, led him to make Preparations in 
™ 1 foi- Holland for an Expedition to this King- 

‘tn ‘ dom. King James had advice of the 
Progrefs that was from time to time 
made, and although he was not, at 
firft, throughly convinc'd that the De- 
fign was levelled here, (notwithstanding 
he had then an Ambaflador at the Hague) 

yet being afterwards allured thereof, 
and having a Small Squadron of Ships 
in Pay, Commanded by Sir Roger 

Strickland,then Rear-Admiral of England, 

he thought it convenient to gather them 
scouts together, and, about the middle of June, 
jent out, to pencj out fome Scouts to obferve the 
A 8qua- 

d on fent 

out with 

Sir Rog, 
Strick¬ 
land, 

Morions of the Dutch Fleet. Not Ion5 
after that, the Squadron it felf was or¬ 
dered to Sea, and made two fhort Trips 
to and from Solehay, the laft after King 
James hadvifited them at the Buoy ofthp 

None, and confulted with his Flag Offi¬ 
cer, and the Captains, what was moffi 
advifeable to be done, for intercepting 
the Dutch Fleet in their Pall age; for at 

that 
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that time it was altogether unknown to 
him, to what part of the Kingdom they 
Were defigned. 

The Preparations in Holland ad van- 
ting apace, it was thought neeeflary to 
fend Inltrudions to Sir Roger Strickland, 
how he fhould govern himfelf in fo 
important an Affair of which Inftru- 
aions I think it not improper to infert 
the following Copy. 

James R. WHcreas We have been lately given 
to underjland, that great Prep a- or.s to s:r 

rations are at this Day making by the States 
of the United Provinces for tncrcafng their iand " 
Naval Force now at Sea, by the addition of 
a conjtderable Number of their greater Ships ‘ 
and forafmmh as li e think it behoving Vs, 
that, for preventing, as much as may be, 
the Evil that may be intended towards Vs, 
Our Government, or the Trade of Our Sub- 
jectsy you, with the Commanders of Our 
Ships under your charge, be, without delay, 
advertifed thereof\. We have to that purpofi 
caufed thfc by Exprefi to be dijpatched to 
you, to the end that upon receipt hereof'yoik 
may immediately apply your felf to the con- 
fidering and putting in Execution whatever 
you, with the Advice ofjuch of your Com¬ 
manders as you JJjall call to your Ajjift&nifc. 
therein, .{hallfudge expedient, for the putting 
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and keeping Our faid Ships in a Condition 
of attending the Motion of thofe of the 
States, as you fall from time to time con¬ 
ceive mofl for Our Service. To which end, 
though fuch is Our reliance upon your ap¬ 
proved Diligence, Integrity, Valour and 
Experience, in Maritime Affairs, that We 
do hereby entirely commit the whole Conduct 
hereof in all Emergencies to your foie Di¬ 
rection and Differetion, yet We conceive it 
not unufeful (without Conflraint J to re¬ 
commend to you, in your Proceedings therein, 
the following Confederations. 

1. That two of Our Ships (to be changed 
Once a Weetf) may be always kept Cruizing 
off of Orford-nefs, in order to as early 
difeovering as may be the Approach or Mo¬ 
tion of thofe of the States, with Inf ructions 
not to fail, ff> ffoon as any fuch Difcovery 
Jhall be made, to repair with advice thereof 
to your felf to the Downes, or where elfe 
yon jhall appoint for their meeting you. 

2. That Jo foon as the Hind fhall come 
Eajlerly, and whilfi it fb continues, the 
like be clone by Ships to be by you employed 
betiveen the Goodwin and Calais, for pre¬ 
venting the States Ships pajjing by undifeo- 

vered to the Weffward. 
And here you are to take Notice, That 

for the more effectucd fecuring of timely 
Advice to you of the Proceedings of the 

Ships of the States, and eaflng you m the 
Ships 



s Tranfaffions at Sea, See. 
Ships to he [pared for this ufa, We have 
determined to caufe fame Barking Smacks, 
tr other [mall Craft proper for that lVor[ 
to be without delay taken up and fent forth 
to that Purpofa, with like Injlru&ions to 
repair from time to time to you„ with Ad¬ 
vice, as before : of the readinefs of which 
Veffels to proceed on this Service, you [sail 
be further informed from the Secretary of 

Our Admiralty. 
2. 1 hat upon your being advert ifed of 

the Dutch Ships being come to Sea, and of 
their Motion there, it may be advifaable 
(which way foever they bend, whether to 
the Northward, down the Chanel into the 
River, or towards the Downes) that yon- 
wit h Our Squadron do get under Saif and 
(quitting the Downes either by the North 
or South Foreland according to your difa 
cretion f) endeavour to follow them, fo as 
always (if pojfible ) to keep between them 
and their Home : And in cafe of their at¬ 
tempting to make any Defcent, by Landing 
of Men upon any of Our Coafls, you are to 
proceed hojlilely upon them, for the preven¬ 
ting or intercepting them as much as may 
be in their faid Attempt. 

4. That care be taken, by timely Orders 
to be given on that behalf.‘ that effectual 
Provifion be always made for Our Ships re¬ 
porting to fame known Places of Rendez¬ 
vous in!cafes of feparation : And that as 

B 3 frequent 
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frequent advice of the 'Proceedings of the 
Dutch he by yon di[patched, as conveniently 
may he, to the Secretary of Our Admiralty, 
for Our Information. And whereas, for the 
better enforcing the prefent Squadron of Our 
Ships under your Command, We have deter¬ 
mined upon converting thofe of the Fifth 
Rate into Fircfsips, and fitting forth others 
of the Third and Fourth in their rooms, 
in the doing whereof all endeavours of 
difpatch will he ufied, Our Will and Plea- 
fine is, That you do forthwith iffuc your 
Orders to the Lord Berkeley, to take the 
firf Opportunity of Hind and Weather for 
Winging' ike Charles Galley to Sheernefs, 
there with her Company to he removed into 
fitch other Ships as we fleadl, by Commijjion, 
have then appointed for him. But We are 
pleafed to direaf, 1 hat in cafe the Referee 
he fids with you, and that you conceive her 
hi' any Condition of being kept abroad a 
ramie longer, for anjwcring the prefent Exi¬ 
gence, till thofe Recruits, or part of them 
fitall come to you, yon clo refide the feud 
ing' her to Portfmoutll till further Order : 
For which this fall be your 1 Fair ant. 
Given at Our Court at Windfor, the 2 2d 
Pf AuguPt, 1688. 

By Command of His Majeft y 

S. Penys. 



Tranfaelions at Sea, dec, 7 
The Flag Officer being thus Intru¬ 

ded, it may be necellary to let you 
know the Strength of the Squadron, 
and what Ships were ordered to be got 
inreadinefs to join him 5 which Was as 
follows, viz. 

Number and Rates of S hips that 
were with Sir Roger Strickland. 

Rate. 

5 — " 

d— 
Firefhips 

Number. 

Stitft it- 
figned H 
intercept' 

the Dutch 
Fleet. 

Ordered to be fitted out to join 
him. 

Firelhips 

61 mall* 
< :v 

Be tides 6 Tenders, to be employed 
as Scouts, ::. 1 ^ , 

! 
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Sir Roger found, upon Enquiry, that 

the Ships he had with him were very 
ii! Mann’d ^ and fince there was but 
little profped of a fpeedy fupply of 
Seamen, he defired that fome Soldiers 
might be fent on board ^ which was 
done, th6 not with fucb Expedition as 
the nature of the Service required. 
He afterwards advifed with the moft 
experienced Officers in the Squadron, 
upon the Contents of his Inftrudion, 
and both himfelf and they were of 

gerVo” Opinion, That they ought, when Vi- 
pinion to dualled, to fail to the Gunfieet ‘ for that 
Gua°tht rhe7 might there fooner get Intelligence 
fleet, of the Motion of the Dutch, than by 

flaying in the Downes, fince with Wefi: 
erly Winds it would be 5 or 6 days 
before the Scouts off of Orford-nefs could 
ply it up '5 whereas the Squadron 
might foon put to Sea from the Gunfieet, 
upon notice of the Dutch being come 
out. But, if this met not with his 
Majefty’s Approbation, he propofed, 
that one or two of the Scouts might fail 
diredly to the Coaft of Holland, to 
make Difcoveries, whilft he, at the 
fame time, fent two of his cleaned 
fhips off of Orford-nefs, for the fqme 
fturpofe. 

Soon 
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Soon after King James received this , 

Letter, he fignified his Pleafure there- Kfd 
upon in the manner following 5 by ons to him 

which it appears. That the Opinion of 
the Flag-Officer, and the Captains un¬ 
der him, was not fo much , adher’d to, 
as might have been expefted from the 
Contents of the firft Inftruftions^ for 
His Majefty let him know. That having 
conlidered well of his Propofals, and 
debated the fame with feveral of the 
moft experienc’d Commanders, and Ma¬ 
hers, he was fully convinc’d, that it 
could not in any wife be convenient 
for his Service to put the fame in Ex¬ 
ecution 5 for that the Gunfleet, at fuch 
a Seafon of the Year, was a very ill 
Road, and that if the Wind happen’d 
to be Eafteyly, he would be liable to 
be driven up the River by the Dutch $ 
a Thing which he thought ought moft 
of all to be avoided. Wherefore he 
diracted him to so out of the Dowries 
with the firft Eafterly Wind, and to 
lie between the South-Stand's Head and 
the Kentijh Knocks, there to continue 
under Sail all dav, and at Anchor in 
the night-time, if fair Weather ^ but 
if it happen’d to over-blow, and that 
the Dutch Fleet did not appear, he was 
to proceed, by the back of the Goodwin, 
to Bnlloigne Bay, and there ftay till Ire 
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WaS fatisfied they were either pafs’d 
down the Channel, or gone up the 
River: In the former of which Cafes 
It was recommended to him to follow 
tneni, as near as he Ihould judge con¬ 
venient, till they were between the 
Lizard and Sei//y,and finding them pro¬ 
ceeding farther, to return to St.Hcl/en's, 
or Spit.head • but if they bent their 
Courfe into the River, he was to en¬ 
deavour to return by the back of the 
Qdodwin, and to get the Wind of them. 
For the reft, it was left to him to do 
what he fhould judge bell for the Ser¬ 
vice, with this only Provifo, That fo 
foon as the Wind came up WefierJy. 
and that none of the afore-mentioned 
Cafes happen’d, he was to repair to the 
Demies. And here it may not be im¬ 
proper to obfervejhat thefeDirections, 
rather to proceed to Bidloigne Bay than 
the Gunfiect, were determined upon a 
folemn Debate the day before,ftaz. the 
26th ot A uplift) in King J times’s Clo- 
let at JViudfir, the following Perfons 
being prefent, who were particularly 
lummoned from London, namely, the 
I.ord Dartmouth, Mr. Pepj>s Secretary of 
the Admiralty, Sir John Berry,and three 
Elder Brothers of the Trinity-houje of 
Deptford Stroud, namely, Capt.Atlfinfon, 
Capr. Mudd, and Capt. Rutter, as alfo 
Capt. John Clements. The 
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The 2d of September, Sir Roger Stride Advice of 

laud had Advice from one of the 
Scouts, that 25 Sail of the Dutch Fleet, Dutch 
16 of .them great Ships, were off of,,leet- 
Gores, fome of them under Sail, with 
5 Flags, viz. Admiral, Vice, and Rear, 
and tliat they all lay with their Top- 
fails loofe upon the Windward Tide. 

Kin g James thinking his Squadron rhesqu». 
(which the they were very ill Maim’d,c>rmorde- 
were, for what Reafon I know not, for- 7he °m 
bid to Prels, even out of homeward- Downes 
bound Merchant Ships) not of Strength Jthe 
lufncrent to intercept the Dutch, or¬ 
dered them to retire to the No re• but 
yet di reded that two of the cleaned 
Frigats fhould ply oft of Orford-uefi, 
and that upon the firft Appearance of 
a Foreign Fleet, one of them fiiould 
immediately repair to the Nore with 
Advice thereof, and the other remain 
in her Station, to obferve whether the 
laid Fleet made up for Harwich or the 
River, and then alfo come to the Norp, 
and give notice thereof by the ufual 
Signals And that the Motions of the 
Dutch might be the better known, it 
was recommended to Sir Roger Stride 
'and, as a Matter of greateft Impor¬ 
tance, fo to employ all the Scout- 
VeileJs, as that he might have from 
them, and King James himfelf from 

him,. 

___—-- --- 
— 

•' •- .... * 
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l*Im, the moft frequent, quick, and 
exaft Accounts of their Proceedings on 
their own Coaft, and their departure 
thence. 

mouth*" ^ie beginning of October following, 
appointed King James thought fit to appoint the 
Mmirai Lord Dor mouth Admiral of the Fleet, 
fat" who diligently apply’d himfelf in ha- 

ftening to the Buoy of the Nore all Ships 
alii Veflels that were fitting out in the 
Rivers of Thames and Medway, and re¬ 
ceived the following • Inftru&ions ^ iti 
the Execution whereof I had the Ho¬ 
nour to accompany his Lordfhip, as I 
did feveral Years before in his Expedi¬ 
tion for the demolilhing of Tangier in 
Barbary, 

Inftrudtions to the Lord 
‘Dartmouth. 

fames R« 

7 He r e as We have received undoubted 
Advice, That 4 great and Judder? 

InftruBi* 
j 

mi to the 

moutiL hroapon from Holland, with an Armed 
Force of Foreigners and Strangers, will be 
made fpeedily in an Hofiile manner upon 
this Our Kingdom ^ Our J f ill and, Piea- 
fitre is. That all Neccjfary Orders being by 
you lifted for tlx haflening Our Ships and 

'Vefkls now fitting forth out of the Ri¬ 
vers 
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vers of Thames and Medway, and from 

Portfmouth, together with thofc already at 

Sea under Command of Sir Roger Strick¬ 
land Kt* Vice-Admiral of Our Jaid Fleets 

to their intended Rendezvous at the Buo^ 
of the More, (a perfect Lift of all which 

Ships, Firefhips, and other Veffels, is here¬ 

unto annexed ) you do with all diligence 

repair on hoard Our Snip Refol ution, Cap- 

ta/# William Davis Commander, or fitch 

other of Our Ships as you ft all now, and 

at any t ime or times hereafter, thinly fit to 

hear Our Flag f as Admiral) upon, taking 

upon you the Charge and Conduct of Out 

Jaid Fleet, and what other Ships ftall at 

any time hereafter he by ZJs fet forth for 

re-in forcing the fame, Which Fleet, and 

every part thereof We font of Our entire 

reliance upon your approved Loyalty, Valour, 

Circumft eel ion, and Experienced do hereby 

Authorize and Empower you to lead, and 

by your Orders to direB and difpofe of at 

all fuch Times, and in all Emergencies, ^ 
you in your Difiretron ftall judge moft con¬ 

ducing to Our Honour, Security of 

Our Dominions, and particularly in the 

preventing the approach of any Fleet or 

Number of Ships of War from Holland 
upon any of Our Co aft s, or their making 

any Defcent upon the fame. Towards your 

more effectual Execution whereof W e do 

hereby farther Empower and Require you. 
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to endeavour by all Hoftilc Means to U. 

bum, take and othermife defiroy and dip. 

Me the fad Fleet and Ships thereo f when 

and wnerefoever you full meet wither other- 
tvife think, fit to look out for and attack 

the Jam, giving a perfict Account of your 
> oceedings therein to the Secretary of Our 

Admiralty for Our Information : And for 

jocowg, this full be your Warrant. 

fffif C(turt at Whitehall this 
Firfi of O&ober, 1688. 

®y His Majefty’s Command, 

>S. Pepy y <a 

The following L I S T of the Fleet 
was annex d to the foregoing Inftru - 
aions. L ° 

Ships for the Main fleet. 

Rate. Ships Names. Wher 
o 
O 

4 

I a in es. P P here they wo c, 
Mary -——-—- ^ 

Mountami^ 
o 

Ajjhrance6 
Jerzey. ^ , 
Conftant War- ^ 

wick,; 
Brijlol. 

Xonfuch 

Coming to the 
Nore with Sir 
Roger Strick¬ 

land. 

Crow** 
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Rate. Ships Names Where they were. 

4 ——- Crown --- 
Dover. 

Mordaunt- 

Greenwich. Coming to the 
Tyger. I Nore with Sir 
Bonadventure. ** Roger Strtck. 

Firefbips, 

Yachts 

Larke. 
Sally Roje. 

Half Moon. 

St. Paul — 
O 
0 

4 Forefight — 
Deptford - 

Fire [hip, Dartmouth 

4 •— 
Fire fir ip, 

Faulcon ~ 

Sampfon - 

Sandadoes 

land. 

River. 
At the Nore. 

? Qff of Or- 

■ 5 ford-nefs. 

< Coming to 
) the Nore 

^ from Tar- 

I mouth. 

Downes„ 

15 

out. 

3 ~ ~ Defiance — 

Re joint ion. 

Henrietta— 

7 At Black- 

i Jlaies. 

Cambridge 

Elizabeth• 7 
Pendennk. p At Chatham 

4 - -- Aeivcajlle. 

J Voolrvich- s 
A 

3 - Rupert— — In the Hope. 
Torf 
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Rate. Ships Names. Where they were. 

3 - Tor4  -^ 
Dreadnought, I 
Plimouth. 

f Pearl. 
\ Richmond. 

ips, '(Charles and 
) Henry. 

7 h.;*.. _J 

At Portf- 
* mouth. 

TJnity 
Advice I At Spit head. 
Diamond 
Ruby — 
St. David. 
Centurion. 
Portfmouth. 
Firedrake. 

(Guardland. 
{Guernfey. 
j 6W?. 
I Sophia. 

J Speedwell. 
Fire (hips, ^ £iizaf,etp a„j 

Sarah. 
Cignet. 
Charles. 

■ Roebuck,. 
4 •—•— Anthelope ~— 

Via Longreach. 

Abjlracf. 

■ 
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Abftraffi' 

Rate. 

d_ 
Number 

3 
4 
6 

Fire (hips 
Yachts - 

14 
2.4 

2 

18 
3 

* ** - V * 

Of which 38 were of the Line of 
Batteh i ■ 

The Fleet being at the Gmfleet, and 
ready, in ali refpe&s, to proceed to Sea fW * 
his Lordfhip called a Council of War, theGun° 
and hy a great Majority it was refol- tket- 
ved to continue there: But there were 
fome, (particularly Sir William Jennings, 

who commanded a Ship of the Third 
Rate) who thought it much more Ad- 
vi(cable to proceed over to the Coaft 
of Holland and there attend the coming 
forth of the Dutch Fleet. This laft Pro- 
pofal did certainly carry great Weight 
with it, had there been a real Defign 
of obftru&ing His late Majefty in his 
Paflage to England; but inftead of that. 
Matters were fo concerted, and agreed 
among the Flag-Officers and Comman- 

er? 



fleet 
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ders, (who had frequently private 
Meetings) that had the Admiral come 
fairly up with the Dutch, it would not 
have been in his Power to have done 
much againft them $ altho I have rea- 
fon to believe, that, in fuch cafe, his 
Lordfhip, and fome of the Captains, 
would have done their utmoft. 

The Things being at this pafs, the Ships 
Dutch of the States-General, commanded oy 
fTl/tle Admiral Herbert, pafs’d by the Gtin fleet ^ 
Gun* and fome of the Tranfports with Sol¬ 

dier’s, even within our fight $ while 
the EngUJh Fleet rid with their Yards 
and Topmafts down, and could not, by 
feafon of the Violence of the Wind, 
purchafe their Anchors. 

But altho the Wind kept us thus tied 
by theNofe,yfet was it very fair to carry 
the Prince to the Downes, and did from 
tithe to tithe favourably fhift, till he 
arrived in lor bay, where he landed the 
%th pf November, with his Forces, which 
confided not of above 14352 Men 5 
but fince ( as I have been informed ) 
his Highnefs was rather Cxpefted in 
fome part of the North, it was fome 
time before the Gentlemen of the 
Country could conveniently put them- 
felves into a condition of coming in 
to him 5 inlbmueh that he called a 
Council of War, to cofifider what was 

mod 

The 
Dutch 
Torches 

land at 
Torbay 
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moft Advifeable to be done, where his 
Return to Holland had like to have 
been determined. However,the Coun¬ 
try came in by degrees,and King James’s 
Army thereupon deferring, even by 
whole Regiments, and the bell of his 
Officers alfo leaving him, while others 
(hewed no great Inclination, more than 
the common Men, to Engage in his 
Quarrel, the Prince, by that means, 
marched, without Blood-fhed, to Lon¬ 
don, and the unfortunate King, with 
his Queen, retired to France not long 
after. 

But fince this Matter has been alrea¬ 
dy treated of by others, I (hall return 
to the Httglijh Fleet, which, fo foon as The 
they could purchafe their Anchors, put 
to Sea, and bent their Courfe Weft- /# ?«<■/ 
ward, and coming in few days off of tke, 
Torbay, the Dutch Ships were there dif- ut,t 
cover’d. We had not viewed them 
long, e’re a Storm arofe, and forced 
us out of the Channel 5 but returning 
thereinto in little time, and being a- 
gain off of Torbay, we gave them 
an opportunity of feeing what our 
Strength might have enabled us to do, 
had our Inclinations been to treat them 
as Enemies. But the Prince being lan- TheEro¬ 

ded, and all Things favouring .his De~ lift fi/h 
figns, the Admiral failed with the Fleet rtefr”' !'J 

C 2 to Downes 
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to the Downes, where feveral Officers, 
known, or at lea ft: fufpefted, to be Ro¬ 

man Catholicks, were difmifs’d from 
their Employments, which was follow’d 
by an humble Addrefs to his Highnefs: 
And not long after the Ships were 
difperfed, fome to the Yards to be laid 
up, others to be clean’d and refitted, 
while thofe in the beft condition for 
the Sea were, appointed to necellary 
Services 5 and all poflible diligence be¬ 
ing made for an early Campaigne the 
next year, and particularly to prevent 
the French King's landing King James,and 
a Body of his own Troops in Ireland, 

King Mr. Herbert (foon after created Earl 
iv-iijiain 0f Torrhigton) was appointed Admiral 
“Admiral of the Fleet the 14th of March, 168J. 
Herbert and coming to Port[month the 20th of 
fit that Month, found that the Ships orde- 
Fieet. red to join him from the Eaft, lay Wind- 

bound ill the Downes. The 20th of April, 

all the Ships defign’d for the Mediter¬ 

ranean were added to him 5 and he ha¬ 
ving had notice, fome days before, that 
King James was landed in Ireland, ha¬ 
stened to that Coaft with all the 
Strength he could poffibly get toge¬ 
ther, in hopes to intercept his Con¬ 
voy 5 the reft he ordered to follow 
him, and to do it rather fingly, than 

■ lofe time by (laying for one another; 
and 
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and the Places appointed for conjun¬ 
ction were the Coaft of Ireland, or 
i o Leagues Weft from Scilly. 

Coming before Cork the 17th of April, Ms Pro. 

1689, with only 12 Ships of War, one 
Firelhip, two Yachts, and two Smacks, coajt of 

he was informed that King Jantes (who fgWT 
was conducted over by 22 Ships from Tagifin 

E •cwce) Landed at ICinfale about two Bantry 
Months before. This led him to pro-Bn)'- 

ceed fir ft off of Brejl, and then to range 
to and fro in the Soundings, in hopes of 
meeting thofe Ships but failing there¬ 
in, and returning to the drift Coaft the 
29th of April in the Evening, he dis¬ 
covered off of Kin file, a Fleet of 44 
Sail, of which he loft fight the next 
Day5 but judging them to be Weft- 
ward of him, lie bore away, with 
the Wind Eafterly, for Cape Clear, and 
in the Evening Saw them Standing into 
Bantry Bay. Fie lay off and on till 
Morning, and then flood towards them, 
having encreafed his ftrength to- 19 
Ships of War, but the Dartmouth, a 
Small Frigat, was one of the Number. 
The French were at Anchor, being 28' 
Ships of War, moll of them from 6b, 
to upwards of 70 Guns, and Come of 
them bigger, with 5 Firefhips • and the 

Nort-flhips (which carried to Ire- 
■; C 5 la fid" 

m *+ 2 

w 

* 
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l&td about 5C00 Men) were at fome 
diftance, plying to Windward. 

Upon fight of our Ships tliofe of the 
Enemy got under Sail, and when the 
Admiral had, with difficulty, worked 
i)p within two Miles of them, they bore 
down on him in a very orderly Line} 
and one of their Ships being within Mus- 
ket-fhot of the Defiance, that led our 
Van, they two began the Fight, and the 
others as foon after as ’twas poffible. 
Our Ships made feveral Boards, inten¬ 
ding thereby to gain the Wind of the 

-Enemy, or at leafi: to engage clofer 
than they feem’d willing to do } but 
the Admiral finding he could do nei¬ 
ther, and that it was not advifeable to 
|>refs on, in fuch a manner, fo unequal 
a Fight, he ftretched off to Sea, not 
only to get his Ships into a Line, but 
to gain the Wind, if poffible } but fo 
very cautious were the French in bea¬ 
ring down, that he could meet with 
Jio opportunity of doing it} fo that 
continuing the Fight, upon a ftretch, 
fill about Five in the Afternoon, the 
French Admiral Tackt, and flood away. 
Our Ships were fo much difabled in 
their Mafts and Rigging, that not half 
of them were in a condition, either to 
follow, or make any farther Attack} and 
undoubtedly the French were roughly 

handled. 
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handled. How far their Admiral was 
tied up by Orders I cannot learn, but 
certain it is, that he made the lea ft 
Ufe of the great eft Advantage 5 for he 
had the Wind, and double the Force, 
befides Fireftiips. Confidering there¬ 
fore all Circumftances, and that moft 
of our Ships were very ill Mann’d, we 
came off more fortunately than could 
reafonably have been expeded ; for 
there was no more than 90 Men killed, 
and but 270 wounded : And Captain 
George Aylmer was the only Captain 
flain in this A&ion. 

After this Difpute was over, the Ad- The M- 
miral repaired to his Rendezvous, io’""*/ tr‘ 
Leagues Weft from Scilly, for he was in sPit- 
hopes of meeting there fuch an addi- 1-eaJ- 
tional Strength, as might have enabled 
him to proceed in fearch of the French 5 
but being difappointed, he returned to 
Spithead, where Orders were lodg’d for 
the immediate fitting the Ships 5 and 
all fuch as had not before join’d the 

/ 

Fleet, but were fo far advanced as Pli- 
ntouth, or Scilly, were remanded to Spit- 
head, at which Place thofe from the Haft 
were alfo direded to Rendezvous, till 
further Orders. 

Such difpatch was made, that the 
Admiral arrived with the Fleet off of 
Torbay about the middle of June, and 

C 4 not 
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nof many Days after, several Ships of 
the States General readied. Spithead., and 
with them their Admiral, and a Vice, 
and Rear Flag * and they, together with 
Mr* ■ then Admiral of the Blue^ 
failed the 2d of [July to join the Body, 
as did feveral others, as they came in, 
and received Orders fo to do. 

rairafd~ ~ ^ Le-Admiral Killigrere had been for: 
Kiiie. home time with a Squadron off of Dm- 
grci> or. to keep the French Ships in at that 
join the Port > but he finding no more than 
'Meet, four in Fkmijl) Road, and three of them 

fmali ones too, was alfo ordered to join, 
the Fleet All this little Squadron were 

.. Merchant Ships hired into the Service, 
except the Kent, a Third Rate, two fmali 
Frigats, and two Firelhips 5 and. there¬ 
fore they were difpofed of to feveral 
necelTary Stations, becaufe they were in 
no wife proper for the Line of Battel. 

the Ad. I he Admiral cruized on the French 
x:;:- Coaft, arid to and fro in the Soundings, 
gin of without meeting any thing remarkable ^ 

■the arid being, the latter end of Auguj}. in 
French very great want of Beer, was obliged to 

come to Torbay \ a Place very conve¬ 
nient for the refrefhment of the Fleet, 
though it does not altogether pleafe Peo¬ 
ple on fhore, who (often without rea- 
fony think it a Load (tone that does too 
much attract, . And now the Winter 

- ’ Seafon 
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Seafon being too far advanced, to ad¬ 
mit of keeping the Fleet at Sea in a 
Body, thole that wanted greateft Re¬ 
pairs, efpecially of the biggeft Ships, 
were ordered into Port, and the re- The great 

tnainder divided into Squadrons; oi ship fat 
, T . *_r/=k in, and 

which Squadrons i come now to others di- 
fome Account, and (liall firft mention uided m 

that detached with Sir George Rookp in^fces 

the Month of May. 
The Admiral thought it for the Service 

to fend Captain Rooke (now Sir George) 

with a Squadron of Ships to the Coast 
of Ireland, to affift the Generals of the 
Land Forces in the Reduction of that Sir Geo, 

Kingdom. With part of that Squadron. 
he arrived off of Greenock about the „ 
xoth of May 1689, and then fent Or-dm to 

ders to Chefler, for the Bomdvcnture 

a nd other Ships, to join him off of Can- procee. 

lire. That which foil required his affi- 
ftance, was'the Relief of Londonderry, 

and therefore he determined to proceed 
thither fo foon as the reft of the Ships 
join’d him ; for he had no more than 
tire Deptford, Antilope, Greyhound. Kings- 

fifher Ketch, and Henrietta Yacht. Being 
off of Cape Cantire the 22th, he recei¬ 
ved Advice from Captain Young, who 
commanded the King’s Forces therea¬ 
bouts, that a Body of Scotch were got 
together in the Illands Geha and Cara, 
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lying on the North fide of Cant Ire - 
wherefore he proceeded thither, and, 
with great Difficulty and Hazard, got 
his Ships in, and laid them to pafs 5 but 
the Enemy feeing Captain Young em- 
barquing his Forces, got to their Boats 
in great confufion, and fo made their 
Efcape. 

The 8th of June, 1689. he fell in 
with the Bonadventure, Swallow, and 
Dartmouth, and a Fleet of Tranfport 
Snips with Major General K.irk^, with 
wnom he proceeded towards Derry, but 
was forced to, and detained at Kaughlins 

Bay till the 12th. When he arrived 
with the Forces off of Derry Lough, he 
ordered the Dartmouth, Greyhound, and 
Kingsfijher Ketch, to follow the Major 
General’s Orders, for they, being the 
frnallefi:, were the only proper Ships to 
go up the River, and the King had be¬ 
fore put the Swallow, a 4th Rate, un¬ 
der the Major General's Command 5 fo 
that the Deptford, Bonadventure, Port¬ 

land, and Antelope, lay off of the Har¬ 
bour’s Mouth, to a (lift upon any Occa- 
fion, and to protect the Forces from At¬ 
tempts by Sea. 

The Major General being advanced 
near the Place, called a Council of War, 
the 19th of June, on board the Swallow, 
where was prefent Colonel Stuart, Co- 

lonel 
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lonel Sir John Haunter, Lieutenant Co¬ 
lonel St. John, Lieutenant Colonel 
Woolfetey, Lieutenant Colonel Darn pier. 

Lieutenant Colonel De la Barte, Lieu¬ 
tenant Colonel LunUini, Major Rowe, 
Major 77$w, Major Carville, Major Ri¬ 
chards, Enginier, Captain Cornwall of 
the Swallow, Captain Leak of the Dart¬ 
mouth, Captain Gillant of the Greyhound, 
Captain Sanderfon of the Henrietta Yacht, 
and Capt. Boys of the KingsjiJljer Ketch. 
They were almoft allured, by the In¬ 
telligence received, that there was a 
Boom laid crofs the River, a little above 
BroohcHall, at a Place called Charles Fort, 
and that the faid Boom was framed of a 
Chain and Cables, and floated with 
Timbers $ and that at each end thereof 
there were Redoubts with heavy Can¬ 
non. They were alfo informed, That 
the fides of that narrow River were In¬ 
trenched, and Lined with Mufquetiers, 
and that feveral Boats were funk, and 
Stockades drove in with great fpikes of 
Iron : Nor was there any room to doubt 
of that part which related to the Can¬ 
non, for the Greyhound received confide- 
rable damage from them in going up 
the Day before : Wherefore it was re- 
folved to ftay till their Force was aug¬ 
mented, and then, by making a Defcent, 
to oblige the Enemy to raife the Siege.. 

In 
t 
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In the mean time the Major General 

dehgn’d to poffefs himfelf of the Iffand 
iMch^and therefore the Commadore took 
onboaid the Ships of War a Detachment 
with Col. SL'tat%\vkn whom arriving the 
ptn of July in Lough Swidp, he came to 
an Anchor near the Ifland, and the next 
Morning the Men were Landed. The 
dais floor the Iffand to the Main was 
fecured the xdth Dy two Redoubts, and 
a Battery of Cannon, on each fide where¬ 
of the Greyhound and Kingsjijher Ketch 
were moored ^ and then the Comma¬ 
dore failed with the Deptford, Bonad- 
'venture, and Portland, towards Lough 
Fuoyle, met the Major General coming 
down with his Tranfports from KiU 
wore, in order to land the Forces on. 
Inch • and being inform’d by him. That 
lome French Ships of War had been on 
the Cqaft, and taken two fmall Scotch 
Lrigats off of Carrie hfergu-s, and two 
I'ngHjh Vefleis near Conti re. and that 
they were gone from thence with fome 
f pices to the Ille of Liu If he imme¬ 
diately failed, and arrived at the laid 
Ifland die next day but the French 
Ships departed thence 4 days before, 
and bent their Courfe for the South 
Coaff of Ireland: The very Morning 
he arrived, a Battalion of about 400 
Men were tranfported from the Ifland 
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to the Main, and their Officers were 
following in two lfnall Veltels ^ but 
feeing our Ships doubling the Land, 
they got on (hoar, and ran up to the 
Mountains. After the Corrtmadore had 
batter’d the Cable on the Ifland belon¬ 
ging to Comniiflary Macklaine, he failed, 
and the next morning, oft of the Ifland 
II a, met a fmall Boat with an Exprefs 
from Duke Hamilton, giving him an 
Account of what had happened to the 
two Scotch ' Frigats $ and that the Irijh 
defigned to tranfport more Forces froni 
Carreckfergus s for which Keaton his 
Grace defired him to continue to cruize 
in tliat Station, to prevent them, which 
he accordingly did. 

The 2 ad of June the Portland brought Thnimt- 

him a Letter from the Major General, 
advifing him, that the Forces in London- Derry 

deny were reduced to that Extremity, 
for want of Provifions, that they had{fP™”-, 
lived for fome time on Hides, Dogs, fans. 

and Cats: That he was returned from 
Inch with the Swallow, and three Victu¬ 
alling Ships, and was refolved they 
fhouid attempt to get up to the Town, 
but believed the Countenance of fome 
other of the Ships might be very fer- 
viceable. Upon this the Commadore 
left the Bonadventure, and Portland, in 
his Station, and with the Deptford and 

Dart- 
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Dartmouth, proceeded towards the Ma¬ 
jor General, the laft of which Ships 
he lent up to Kilmore to receive his Or¬ 
ders, and then returned to the Bonad- 
ventnre and Portland, with intention to 
continue there till the Arrival of the 
three Ships he expefted from the Earl 

«-w. lorrmgton. Admiral of the Fleet 
fern ‘into By this Affiftance the Supplies were 
London ktelv convey’d to Derry, and the Siege 

Indlhe f Fhc* w?s f°on after raifed: 
Siege rai- Hu 3uout this time the Kind’s Forces 
H commanded by Colonel Berry near U- 

a navy vaika, had a Signal Victory over the 
obtained Enemy ^ infomuch that of the num- 
King $ ber killed by the Army, and what 
Forces were knocked on the Head, in the 

~LV' *nd BoSs> fcy Country 
People, they loft not lefs than 4000 

Men • and their Cannon, and moft of 
their furviving Officers, were taken, 
among whom was Major General Mac- 

kartie, who was fhot through the 
Thigh, and run into the Back : But 
this being a Matter fomewhat remote 
from the Bulinels in hand, I fhall dwell 
no longer on it. 

Duke ooon after the Commadore met the 
Pl!ke of Schonbcrg, with the Tranfport 

rives in .1 Ps coming into Bangor Bay, in Car- 
Ireland rickfergm Lough, where he landed part 
mth Dr. of j-jjg Army the fame night; but ma- 
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ny of the Tranfports were wanting, 
and with them the Charles Galley, Sup¬ 
ply, Saudadoes, Dartmouth, and l'earl 5 
and therefore the Portland was fent to 
the Ifle of Man in queft of them. 

The 25th of Augtifl, the Ships in the 
Irijh Seas were difpofed of as follows : 

ie 

Bonadventure. 
Mary Galley. 
Anthelope. 
Supply. 
Fanfan Sloop. 
Anne Ketch, 

At Carriedfergus, be¬ 
fore which Place 
the Army encam- 

*> ped the 20th, and 
it furrendred the 
28 th. 

Charity Ketch. 
Kingfifier Ketch. 
Edward and Sufan 

Hoy.--—J 
Dartmouth. —-? . „ , , 
Princefs Anne.-^ ^ 
Charles Galley. - 
Greyhound. 
Unity Ketch. — 
Pearl. ——--—- 

? Cruizing off of the 
\ Ifle of Man. 

Hmriett* Yacht. 
Moxmmth Yacht.--' DM"‘ andAI®- 
Portland. 
Saudadoes. >Off of Cap cCantir-e- 
Welcome Ketch. 

Swalkw. - 
W ith Major Gene¬ 
ral Kir he. 

The 

. 
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^5e Squadron having continued at 

larrickfergus fome time, the Comma- 
dore vvas ordered by the General to 
take with him the Deptford, Bdnadven- 

tUJe\ ^ary Galley, Swallow, Portland, 
Akthelope, Dartmouth, Archangel, Sampfon, 
Scepter, Princejs Anne, Hannibal, Smyrna. 
Merchant, Supply, Greyhound, and Hen¬ 
rietta Yacht, together with the Kim- 
fificr, Anne, Unity, and Richard and 

Martha Ketches, and to Cruize with 
The Com- °? Kinjale and Cony,or where 
madm-t he Ihould judge it mod: for the Service.* 
ordered to and the General kept with him, at 
Mthfort CttrriAfergus, the Charles Galley. Pearl, 
of the Saudadoes, Fan fan, St. Maid Merchant 

?fefrm Navy Yacht, Monmouth Yacht, Oeave- 
kiniale tana lacht, Dragon Sloop, Edward and 
i'*L Sufan Hoy, Charity Ketch, Seaventure 

01 e- Hoy, and the Projperous Ketch, which 
were put under Command of Captain 
Roach of the Charles Galley . 

The Commadore put to Sea, and en¬ 
deavour’d all that poffibly he could to 
get Southward, but was forced by bad 

He is di. Weather into Bangor Bay, . where he re- 
fttedto ceived Orders from the Lords of the 
she hired Admiralty to fend all the hired Ships 
Men of to Hyiake. In his Paffage from Carrief- 

fer'£“R a ftrong Southerly Wind took 
him, which forced him to bear up and 
Anchor at the Skerrys, about r i Miles 

from 
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from Dublin, and fending the 'i acht in 
for Intelligence of the Army, feveral 
Shot were fired at her from the Shore 5 
whereupon he ordered the Ketches in, 
and manning all the Boats, landed about 
200 Men, who beat out of the Town 
thofe that pretended to defend it: But 
the Hills being covered with Horfeand 
Foot, he ordered the Seamen off, left 
they IliQuld be expofed $ for they are 
a fort of People far from being the 
moft orderly in a Retreat: However, 
before they embarked, they either ftav’d 
or brought off all the fmall Vcffels 
and Filherboats, 

The 16th of September the Comma- 
dore came into Dublin Bay, where he 
had thoughts to Anchor, and to fend 
the Yacht and Ketches into the Har¬ 
bour, to attempt the taking or bur¬ 
ning the Ships and VefTels ; but the 
Wind viering out, and blowing hard, 
forced him away, fo that arriving off 
of Cork the 18th, he ordered the 
Yacht, and the four Ketches, into the 
Harbour for Intelligence, and to affure Tlr]f 
the People of their Majefties Protedion, pQ0°{e 
upon Submiffion but the obftinate oppofe tfo 

Irijh having planted 14 or 15 Guns on 
both fides the Harbour's Mouth, plied that H*ir~ 

upon the Veffels with great and imall hopTb 
Shot 5 notwitiiftanding which they 

D pro- 

/ 
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proceeded, landed their Men, and took 
pofleffion of the Great Ifland : But the 
Ships being very foul, and in want of 
all Species of Provifions, the Comnia- 
dore was conftrain’d to leave his Sta¬ 
tion, and came to the Downes the 13th 

Ynih” October, 1689, having loft Compa- 
Downs. ny vvith all the Ships, on the Irljh 

Goaft, except the Portland. 

fice-Ad. i now come to Vice-Admiral Ki'llc- 
grew-, who, on the 28th of December, 

grew"ap. *689, was appointed Admiral and 
pointed to Commander in Chief of a Squadron 

defigned for the Mediterranean, which 
dnn confifted of one Second Rate, four 
b™*dta Thirds, feven Fourths, one Fifth, and 
freights. tv(0 birefliips ; with which (upon Ad¬ 

miral RuffeTs Arrival at Spit head, or fo 
many of them as fhould then be with 
him ) he was to put himfelf under his 
Command, and to follow his Orders 
for proceeding to the Streights : But fe- 
veral things happened which prevented 
his getting timely ready to accompany 
the faid Admiral 3 as will be hereafter 
related. 

BMiVdf Admiral Rnjjell was appointed to 
ordered to convoy the Queen of Spain from Hol- 
eanythe_ land to the Groiuc ; for which'Expedi- 
Queatcf t*(0n jie waS) as ;s already faid, to have 
theMn U fome of the Ships of the Mediterranean 
Groine. Squadron, namely, the Dukp, Berwick 

and 
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and Mount ague.: And, that I may make 
my Account hang as orderly together 
as ’tis poffible, I (ball firft relate that 
Matter, and afterwards let you know 
Vice-Admiral KUlegrcrc's Proceedings to 
and from the Streights. 

The 24th of November, 1 6 8 9, 

Mr. Ruffed was ordered to proceed to 
ZJliJJjing in Zeland, with the Duke, a 
Second Rate, four Third Rates, two 
Fourths, and two Yachts, there to re¬ 
ceive on board the Queen of Spain 
and her Retinue, and from thence to His Prc 
repair to Spithead for further Orders ^ ceedivgs 
and upon her Majefty’s coming onin 
board, and during the whole time of 
her ftay, he was ordered to wear the 
Union Flag at the Maintopmaft Head 5 
a thing never done before, in the Cha¬ 
nel, but by the Chief Admiral of the 
Fleet. 

He arrived off of 7J tiffing the I2tli 
of December, having been obliged to 
lie 24 hours on that Coaft in fueli ha- 
zey Weather, that ’twas impofiible to 
make the Land} and the Queen took 
the very firft opportunity to embark. 
From thence her Majefty was brought 
to the Downes, where both her felf and 
Retinpe were removed into more pro¬ 
per Ships } and the 24th of January, 
■1680, (he arrived at St. Hel/cns, from 

P 2 whence 
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whence the Admiral proceeded fo foon 
as Winds would permit, but was for¬ 
ced back to Torbay the 23d of the next 
Month 5 as he was the 2d of March, 

after another Attempt to fail: But at 
length getting clear, he had light of 
the Groine the 16th ^ and having put 
the Queen and her Attendance on (hoar, 
and difpatched what things were ne- 
ceffary to be done, he fet Sail, but by 
contrary Winds was forced into the 
Harbour of Ferola, and in a violent 
Storm the Duke, a Second Rate, drove 
on (hoar, but with great Care and Pains 
was luckily got off again, with little 
Damage. The Ships that were appoin¬ 
ted for part of the Mediterranean Squa¬ 
dron he timely difpatched to Cadiz; 

and then taking the firfl: Opportunity 
of a Wind, reached Plimonth the 25th 
of April, 1690, with the remainder of 
his Ships, and arriving at Portfmouth 
the 28th, he there landed the Ladies, 
and other Perfons of Quality that at¬ 
tended the Queen of Spain in her Paf-- 
fage, who, if I guefs right, did not 
meet with that Content and Satisfaction 
in the Spanijh Court, which a Princefs 
of her Birth and incomparable Per¬ 
fections really deferved. ... 

And now I come to Admiral Killc- 

?rar, and to give an Account of-his 
-• - . Pro- 
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Proceedings to, and in the Mediterra- 
man, before I mention any thing of 
the Tranfa&ions of the Body of the £•*«- 
Fleet at home the next year : And, in 
the firft place, it may not be altoge- time of 

ther improper to let you know, that 
he had the following Inftruftions for tit ° 
his Government in that Expedition. 

I. When he arrived at Cadiz he tf fu 
was to fend the Happy Return and Ox- Return, 

ford (twoFourth Rate Ships) with theHti 
Trade to Malaga and Alicant, and tojt ruff ions 

give them neceftary Orders for their 
Return to England with the Merchant 
Ships. 

II. At fuch time as he judged it moft 
convenient, he was to order the Port¬ 
land, Faulcon, Tiger, and Saphire, to 
proceed with the Trade to Genova, Li- 
vorne, Naples, aud Mejjina ^ and to fee 
thofe bound for Gallipoly and Zant, as 
near to thofe Places as they could con¬ 
veniently. The Ships of War were to 
keep t ogether with the Turkey Ships to 
the Height of Candia 5 and there par¬ 
ting, the Tiger and Faulcon were to 
conduct thofe bound to Smirna and 
Conflantinople 5 but thofe to Smirna firft, 
and then the others within the Darda- 
nelli: After which they were to return 
to and remain at Smirna 60 days. The 
other two Ships, the Portland and Sa- 

D 3 pkire. 
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/>/W, were to convoy the Trade bound 
to Scandaroon, and to continue in that 
Port 60 days; and at the expiration of 
the aforefaid time, they were refpe- 
ftively to fail, with all the Trade that 
fliould be ready, to Mijfina, the Place 
defired by the Turkey Company for 
their Randezvous. But neverthelefs it 
was jeft to the Admiral to give them 
ether Diredions' in cafe he" judged it 
more for the Service, and to fend them 
home with the 1 rade for England in 
Inch manner as (according to Intelli¬ 
gence) he fhould think molt for the 
Service. 

tits jai¬ 
ling from 
Torbay, 
and Ar¬ 

rival at 

Cadiz. 

III. Having difpatched away thefe 
Convoys, he was, with the Duke, Ber- 
re'7<k., Refolution, Mount ague. Bur ford, 
NarrafUc, and Greenwich, together with 
the Dutch Ships appointed to join him, 
and the Half-Moon and Cadiz Mercha n t, 
I irefhips, to attend the motion of the 
French, in a Body, and in fuch manner 
as he judged might moft conduce to the 
intercepting them, and the Safety of 
the Trade 5 and to attack them if he 
found himfelf of Strength fufficient : 
But in cafe they happened to pafs the 
Streights, he was, upon the firft Noth: 
thereof, to follow them. ' 

The 7th of March, 1690, he failed 
from Torbay, but arrived not at Cadiz 
. - *« ’ * • >■ • I ‘ > . j 4 i f ■ • -v . • 11 ti It 1 « « 
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till the 8th of the next Month 5 for he 
met with extream bad Weather, info- 
much that feveral of his Squadron were 
much {battened, and two Ships of the 
States General unhappily foundred, one 
of 72, and the other of 60 Guns, ha¬ 
ving but one Mad (landing between 
them, and that too but a Mizen. In 
repairing thefe Damages he met with 
no little Difcouragement and Inter¬ 
ruption from the then Governor of 
Cadiz., who on this, and all other oc- 
cafions, demondrated that he inclined 
fomewhat to an Intereft that fuited not 
well with that of the Allies. 

The Admiral received, on the 9th of The m- 
May, three feveral Exprefles: one from h~ 
the Conful at Alicant, another from ^ jh, 
him who relided at Malaga, and the 1'houk,n 
third from Captain Skelton, who was5™' 
with part of the Squadron at Gibraltar. 
They all advifed him that the Thoulon 
Squadron, commanded by Monfieur 
Chateau Renault, was feen from thofe 
Places, and that they confided of 10 - 
Sail, and three of them of 80 Guns 
each. A Council of War was there-1xMufm. 
upon called, and ’twas refolved to fail ^ 
with as many Ships as were in a Con- TJ. 
dition, and to join the 6 Engli/h and 
Dutch that Captain Skelton had with 
him at Gibraltar, who was ordered not 
"" . ’ ' D 4 to 
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to attempt any thing till fo joined $ but 
to take efpscial care for his Safety. 
Accordingly, the Admiral failed the 
xeth, at 4 in the morning, with the 
Bffglijh Ships following, viz. the Duke, 
Mount ague, Eagle, Tyger, Portland, Favi¬ 
con, Happy Return, "Richmond, and Sa- 
phirc • being one Second Rate, two 
Thirds, four Fourths, and two Fifths, 
as alfo two Firefhips, together with 
two Ships of the States General, called 
the Gelderlandt and Zurickzce, with 
which was Lieutenant-Admiral Al¬ 
monds : But there was left behind a 
Third Rate, the Refolutton, and a Fourth 
Rate, named the JNevpcaJtle, as alfo a 
Prize taken by Captain Bokenham of 
the Happy Return, called the Virgins- 
Grace • for they were not in a fit Con¬ 
dition for the Sea. 

Hm Pro¬ 

's ted tngs 

in parch 

of the 

French 
S vuadron. 

The 10th, at ii at night, the Wind 
was at W. N. W. and the Squadron 
had tfen Cape 7 rage gar E. and by N. 
about 4 Leagues off. At 4 the next 
morning they fleer’d away for the 
Streights Mouth, and had Cape Spar- 
tcll S. W. diftant about 6 Leagues, at 
which time the Admiral detached the 
Portland to Gibraltar, with Directions 
to Captain Skelton to get ready and 
join him. About one afternoon he got 
into the Bay, but continued plying in 

tiU 
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till the other Ships there could get up 
their Anchors $ and at this time there 
came on board him three Spanijh Gen¬ 
tlemen from the Governor of (Gibral¬ 

tar, with Advice from the Commander 
in Chief at Ceuta, a Spamjb Garrifon on 
the Barbary Coaft, that there had been 
feen the night before 14 Ships at An¬ 
chor in Tetuan Bay. The whole Squa¬ 
dron being now under Sail, confifting 
of one Second Rate, three Thirds, fix 
Fourths, two Fifths, and two Firefhips 
of the Englifh, and five Ships of the 
States General, they ftood over for Ceu¬ 
ta Point, with a fair Gale at Weft, and 
there lay by all night. The next mor¬ 
ning early the Admiral ftood for the 
Bay of Tetuan, where he found only 
two Ships, the one at Anchor in the 
Weft part of the Bay, the other un¬ 
der Sail about 2 Leagues Eaftward of 
her. The latter got away, and put a- 
board the Colours of Argier ^ but the 
other, being imbayed, was taken by 
Vice-Admiral Almonde, and proved to 
be a French Ship bound to A-ntegoa. The 
Wind fhifting to the E. S. E. a fmall 
Gale, our Squadron ftood over for the 
Spanifls Shoar, and having Ceuta point 
W. N. W. about 2 Leagues off, the Men 
at the Maft-head faw 10 Ships to the 
North, lying with their Heads Eaft- 
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Thou Ion 'va^- Notice was given of this to Mon- 
squadron neur Almonde, who could not fo foon 
S’1'' difcern them, becaufe he was about 

p Leagues Southward of our Ships, and 
in a very little time after the whole 
Squadron ftretch’d over for Gibraltar 

'The 
Fhonlon 

Squadron 

ejeapes. 

Hill, the Mount ague being fent a-head 
to obferve and give notice of the Ene¬ 
my. At Eleven a Clock (lie fell a- 
ftern, her Captain having difeover’d, 
and given Notice, that 4 Ships were 
under his Lee, fo that all Endeavours 
were us’d to get up with them, and 
about One a Clock they were not above 
2 Miles off} and it being then differ¬ 
ed that they run for’t, our Squadron 
fet their Top-gallant Sails, and crow¬ 
ded after them as much as ’twas pofii- 
ble } but the French Ships had the better 
Heels,for they were juft clean’d, where¬ 
as fome of ours had been 17 Months 
off of the Ground. The Chafe was 
continued till Ten the next day, and 
then the French were about 4 Leagues 
a-head, and the Dutch, with feveral of 
the Englijh Ships, near Hull-to a-ftern } 
infomuch that the Admiral had only 
the Duke, Matint ague, Eagle, and Port¬ 
land near him. Notwithftanding this, 
Mon lieu r Chateau Renault kept on his 
way, having 13 Ships with him, viz, 

6 Men of War, 3 Firefhips, a Tartane, 
and 

» . 
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and 3 Merchant Ships, and there being 
no profped of coming up with them, 
the Chafe was given over $ but, be¬ 
tween 9 and 10 in the morning, the 
Richmond and Tiger put one of the 
Merchant Ships on Shoar, Weft ward of 
Tarrifa, and with great labour got her 
off. The Admiral lay by till Three a 
Clock, and then, the reft of his Squa¬ 
dron coming up, he bore away for ( d- Our Ships 

Aiz, with a frefh Gale at Eaftv bur, by 
reafon of contrary Winds, could not from 

reach that place til! the 21ft. From 
thence he difpatched away the feveral 
Convoys, namely, the Tiger, Ncwcaftle, fends a. 

and Oxford, for Smyrna, commanded by ™ay *he 
Captain Coal $ the Portland, Greenwich, ' 
and Falcon, to Scandaroon, under the Scici£,us- 
Conduft: of Captain Ley ^ and the Sa- 
phire and Richmond were appointed for 
Malaga and Alicant, under Command 

o 7 

of Capt. Bokenham, 
This being done, and all things put 

in order for the Squadron’s return for 
England, fince the French Ships had paf- 
fed the Streights, the Admiral fet Sail, Admiral 

and in 35 days arrived at Plimouth,with KlIic; 
one Second Rate and four Thirds ofZ' 
Engl if, together with the Virgin Prize, vr>- 
and Half-Moon, and 6 Dutch Men 0fniRuti’ 
of War. At Plimouth he received Let¬ 
ters, lodged there from the Lords of 
! : ' the 
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wfed to the Admiralty, by which he was infer- 
Ysm*™ rned, that the French Fleet had obliged 
lb™' retire, and that they hover'd 
French about Rye, Dover, and thofe Parts j for 
rim it. which reafon, he was advifed to take 
the Cha- ‘ ' for the Security of his Squadron. 
tel. This occafion’d his calling a Council of 

War, where it was determined to pro¬ 
ceed with the Snips into Hawoze • for 
twas judged they were not fafe in the 

Sound, fhould the French attempt them: 
Belides, being great Ships, they could 
not run in at any time of the Tide : 
Nor were they in a capacity of putting 
forth to Sea, till fucb time as they had 
taken in Water, Stores, and Provi lions. 
At this Confutation there was Vice- 
Admiral Kiffe grm>, Vice-Admiral Al- 
monde, and Rear-Admiral Evert fin, as 
alfo Sir Cloudejly Shoved,Rear-Admiral of 
the Red, who was arrived at Plimouth 
from the Coaft of Ireland. 

This being foon after the Engage¬ 
ment off of Beachy, which happened 
the goth of June, 1690, between the 
two Fleets, commanded by the Earl of 
Torrington, and Monfieur Tourville, it 
naturally leads me to the giving the 
following Account of that Adfion, 
viz. 

The 



Tranfaftions at Seay &c. 45 
The Earl of Torrington being with ***£_ 

the Fleet at St. Hellens, was not a little ringtoa 

furprized at the Advice he received »«**»« 
from Weymouth, that the French were ^ tb* 
fo unexpectedly entred into the Cha- French 
nel ^ for fo far was he ( by all Intelli- 
gence received) from believing they 
were in that forwaxdnefs, that there ntL 

was not many Scouts Weft ward to ob- 
ferve and bring an Account of their 
Motion: But this News was foon con¬ 
firmed from many other Places, fo that 
it was found high time to mufter up 
all Ships within reach, both Englifi and 
Dutch $ and at leaft to put them into 
the beft condition that might be of De- 
fence. His Lord (hip failed the 24th, early 
in the morningpvith the Wind at E. N E. t 
andftood to theS, E, the French Fleet ha- u?or‘- 
virig been feen by our Scouts the day be¬ 
fore on the back of the Me of Wight. 

Next day the Fleet was reinforced 
by the Lion, a Third Rate, and feveral 
Dutch Ships of War, and, with a N. E. 
Wind, were in fight of the Enemy. 

About 4 a Clock the next morning 
the Admiral ftood towards the French, 
who were about 3 Leagues off, and 
th6, when the Wind drifted to the 
S. E. and S. E. by S, he tacked and 
ftood Eaftward, yet at 3 afternoon the 
whole Fleet went about, and ftood 

Weft- 
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Weflward again. The French about 
this time took feveral People from the 
»hoar 5 and when they had pimifbed 
them tor magnifying the Strength of 
our Fleet, they were difmified, with a 
Letter to the Admiral, (as I am infor¬ 
med ) from Sir William jfenninas ( who 
commanded an EngliJlj Ship of War 
at the Revolution, and now ferved in 
no better a Poft than that of third Cap¬ 
tain to the French Admiral) promiling 
Pardon to all Captains that would come 
in for King James. 

A farther Reinforcement arrived, of 
7 Dutch Ships, with Admiral Evertfen, 
and another Flag Officer 5 but the two 
Fleets continued looking on each other, 
without Afrion, till the 30th $ for the 
Admiral was not willing to engage till 
the Ships he expe&ed from the Eaft had 
joined him. But notwithftanding the 
Enemy were fo much fuperior in 
Strength, as 70 odd Sail to 50, and 
that their Ships were of greater Rates, 

Receives pofitive Orders were fent to him from 
JrJeJse t0 the Court to give them Battel : Where- 
ITeJne- uP°m as foon as ’twas light, the Signal , 
mJ- was put abroad for drawing into a Line 5 

and that being done, the whole Fleet 
bore down on the Enemy, who were 
under Sail, by a Wind, with their 
Heads Northward* 

At 

• .it ■ ' ■ • : * 
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At 8 in the morning the Signal was 

made for Battel, and the French, bra¬ 
cing their Head-Sails to the Maft, lay 
by. About an hour after, the Dutch 
Squadron, which led the Van, began 
to engage part of theVan of the French ^ 

and half an hour after that, the Engtijh 
Blue Squadron encountred their Rear^ 
but the greateft part of the Red, which 
were in "the Center, could not engage 
till near 105 and as they were then at 
a confiderable diftance from the Ene¬ 
my, fo was there a great opening be¬ 
tween them and the Dutch. It was ob- 
ferved, that as our Ships bore down on 
the French, they lasked away, th6 pro¬ 
bably that was only to clofe their Line ^ 
and afterwards feveral of their Ships 
tow’d round away with their Boats till 
they were out of Shot, infomuch that 
there was great hopes the Advantage 
was, or would fall, on our fide 5 but 
’twas not long er'e the Dutch appeared 
to have buffered very much, and chiefly 
by their being (for want of a neceflary 
Precaution) weathered and furrounded, 

y by thofe French Ships which they left 
a-head of them when they began to 
engage. 

No fooner did the Admiral perceive 
their Condition, but he fent them Or¬ 
ders to chop to an Anchor, and with 

his 

An Ac¬ 

count of 

the En¬ 

gagement 

off of 

Beachy. 
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his own Ship, and many others, drove 
between them and the Enemy, and an¬ 
chored about 5 in the afternoon, at 
which time it was calm 5 but judging 
it not fafe to renew the Fight at fo great 
a. Difadvantage, he weighed at 9 at 
night, and retired Eaftward with the 
Tide of Flood. 

our Meet TJle i^90» 5n the after- 
retires noon, he called a Council of War, 
£..• iwm’d, where it was refolved to endeavour 
French t|ie Prefervation of the Fleet by retrea- 
iarfue. ting, and rather to deftroy the di fabled 

Ships, if preft by the Enemy, than to 
hazard another Engagement by prote¬ 
cting them. The French very indis¬ 
creetly purfu'd in a formal Line of Bat¬ 
tel ^ whereas had they left every Ship 
at liberty to do her utmoft, our Fleet 
would undoubtedly have been more 
roughly handled, efpecially thofe Ships 
that were cripled in Fight, but each of 
ours drifting for her feif, (as ’tis natu¬ 
ral to do in fuch Cafes) and caution 
being had in anchoring molt advan- 
tageoufly, with regard to the Tides, 
which the French took no notice of, 
we thereby got ground con (Id er ably of 
them. However they purfued as far as 
Rye Bay 5 and one of the Engl if) Ships, 
called the Anne, of 70 Guns, was run 
on (hore near Winchcljea, having loft all 

her 

• vL -SV. 
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her Mads, where two French Ships at¬ 
tempted to burn her5 but the Captain 
faved them that labour, by precipi¬ 
tately fetting fire to her himfelf. , 

The Body of the French Fleet flood 
in and out off of Boom and Pen/zey, 

while about 14 more lay at Anchor 
near the Shoar, and fome of them at¬ 
tempted to deftroy a Dutch Ship of a- 
bout 64 Guns, that lay dry at low 
Water in Pcmzey Bay; but her Com¬ 
mander did fo well defend her, every 
high Water when tjiey made their At¬ 
tempts, that they at lad thought it 
convenient to defift ; fo that this Ship 
was got off, and fafely carried to Hol- 
land5 but it fared not fo well with the 
three others of that Nation, which 
were on Shoar on the faid Coaft, for 
their Officers and Men not being able - 
to defend them, fet them on fire; fo 
that, with the three Ships burnt by the 
French in the A&ion, the States Gene¬ 
ral loft fix of their Men of War. 

On the 8th the French Fleet weighed, ri&# 
and flood towards their own Coaft, but 
were feen the 27th following off of their tl* 
the Berry Head, and then, the Wind c**/. 
taking them fhort, they put into Tor- 
hay. There they lay not long, for they 
were difeover’d the 29th Eaftward of 
Pltmouthy at which Place very good -■ 

E Pre- 
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ken to 
preferve 
tour Ships, 
had the 
Enemy 
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wards the 
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franfaciiom at Sea, &c. 
Preparations were made, by Platforms 
and other Works, to give them a warm 
Reception. The 5th of Angujl they ap¬ 
peared again off of the Ram Head, in 
number between 60 and 76, and flood 
Weftward; which was the laft time 
they were feen in the Chanel this 
Year. 

»a.. . 4 

Our Fleet retreated towards the Ri¬ 
ver of Thames, and then the Admiral 
going on Shoar, left the chief Com¬ 
mand to Sir John Aj1)hy^ but fir ft gave 
Orders to Captain Manc!^ of the Phce- 
nix, together with four more Fifth 
Rates, and four Firefhips, to Anchor a- 
bove the narrow of the middle Grounds, 
and to appoint two of the Frigats to 
ride, one at the Buoy of the Spits, and 
the other at the lower end of the Mid¬ 
dle, to take away the Buoys, and im¬ 
mediately to return and make the ufual 
Signal,if the Enemy approached : And 
in cafe they prefs’d yet farther on him, 
he was ordered to take away the Buoys 
near him, and to do what Service he 
could with the Firefhips 5 but ftill to 
retire, and to take up the Buoys in his 
way. This Apprehenfion was foon o- 
ver, by the Enemy’s drawing off, as is 
before-mentioned 5 fo that the chief 
Thing to be done, was to put the Fleet 
into a condition to go to Sea again. 

This 
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This unlucky Accident occafioned va¬ 

rious Reports and Conjectures, and the 
Dutch were very uneafy upon account 
of the Damage they had fuftain’d, in- 
fomuch that feveral Perfons of Quali¬ 
ty were deputed, and fent to Sheer-nejs, 

to examine throughly into the whole 
Matter upon Oath : And after the Earl 
of Tonington had continued Prifoner 
in the Tower feveral Months, he was 
at laft Try’d, and unanimoufly Acquit¬ 
ted by a Court Marlhal, held at 
Sheer-mfs the ioth of December, where 
Sir Ralph Delavall precided, who aCted 
as Vice-Admiral of the Blue in the En¬ 
gagement : And if I miftake not very 
much, this was the firffc time that ever 
an Admiral of the Englijh Fleet was cal¬ 
led to an Account in fuch a manner. 

I now return to the Fleet, which, 
being in good forwardnefs, was put 
under the joint Command of Sir Ri¬ 
chard Haddock, Mr.FUllegrewgrOA Sir John 
Ajldy, who arrived in the Downes the 
21ft of Augufl, and failing from thence 
the 25th, were join’d by Mr. KUkgrew 
off of Dover, with the Ships he brought 
from the Streights, who had been con¬ 
fined at Plititouth by reafon the French 
were in the Chanel, as has been before 
related ^ and the Fleet arriving at Spit- 
head the 28th, the Admirals received 

E 2 In- 

Sever ti l 
Noblemen 
and others 
appointed- 
to exa¬ 
mine into 
the A- 
Elion upon 
Oath. 

The Karl 
of Tor- 
rington 
Try d at 
a Court 
Marti a!9 

and Ac- 
quitted,. 

The Fleet 
put under 
the Com* 
mand of 
Sir Ric. 
Had¬ 
dock, 
Admiral 

Kille- 
prevv. & 
4_> / 

Sir Johc 
AfhW, 
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Inftructions in what manner to pro¬ 
ceed, and to take the Ships hereafter 
mentioned under their Command 5 but 
they were then difperfed at the feve- 
ral Places exprefs’d again ft their Names, 
viz. 

She 
Strength 
of the ds- 

figned 
Fie** 

Rate. 

1 - 
2 - 

Ships. 

Coronation. 
Dutchefs. 
Royal Kathe¬ 

rine. 
Neptune. 
Duke. 

• 

Grafton. 
Defiance. 
Elizabeth. 
Berwick. 
Hope. 
Breda. 

Hampton- 

Court. 

Sovereign 
Sandwich 

Where* 

1 

SAt Spit he act.. 

i 
f 

Expedition. 

Suffolk• 
cSVer/ing-Cajlle. 
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Rjite. 

o 
D 

2 

o 
is 

4 

Firefhip, 
. 6*- 

Ships. 

Cambridge. 
Exeter. 

Kent. 
Northumber¬ 

land. 
Monmouth. 

1 
I 

c At Spit head. 

ex. 
Swiftfure. 
Resolution. 
Eagle. 
Burford. 
Montague, 

St. Michael 

Harwich — 

1 

^ Ac Rlackr 
~ l flakes. 
- At the ATore. 

Modena hir’d- In Longreach. 
Sampfon hir’d- At the A ‘ore. 
Woolf hir’d— In Longreachm 

~ Vi c Gone to Hof 
Charier Galley { /w< 

Dragon —— In Longreach. 
Hopewell-- At Deptford. 
Saudadoes •—- -j 
Salamander. | 
iv/Ztf Yacht. 

rn. • 

rirefhips. ^el~ 
r ) chant. 

> At Spit he ad. 

^ Charles- 

P o 
J-W p-^ H/w- 
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Rate- Ships. Where. 

r Hunter - 
Owners Love„ 

So that the whole Fleet,befides Dutch, 
was 43, Great and Small, viz. 1 Firft 
Rate, 8 Seconds, 28 Thirds, 4 Fourths, 
3 Sixths, and 10 Firelhips, of which, 
all but Eight were with them,and they 
were all ordered to be Victualled at 
Vortfmouih, as follows ^ The Firft and 
Second Rates to the 12th of October,and 
the Third Rates, and under, to the 26th 
of that Month, having at this time on 
board them the Earl of Marlebo) 'ougb. 
General of His Majefty’s Forces, with 
upwards of 5000 Soldiers, bound to 
Ireland. 

The gnat But the Winter Sealon advancing, 
ships fern the Admirals were directed to fend the 
c,;r great Ships about to Chatham, which 
shim, were the Sovereign, Duke , Coronation, 

Dutchefs, Sandwich, Heptane, Ojfory, and 
Royal Katherine * fo that they were 
themfelves obliged to go on board the 
Kent, a Ship of the Third Rate, 

j Pro 
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Provifions alfo fell very fhort$ nor f 

was there a little want of good ~ men and 

men to navigate the Ships: HoweverPrcvi- 

they put to Sea, purfuant to the Com-A”; 
mands they received from the King,and^^- 
arrived before Cork, Harbour the 2ift”J™^ft 
of September in the afternoon, where and a r- 

they Anchor’d; for the Tide of Floodrive 

being done, the Pilots would not ven- 
ture in. The next day they weighed, 
and, it being calm, towed in towards 
the Harbour’s Mouth, from the Lar¬ 
board lide whereof they received feve- 
ral Shot from a fmall Battery of 8 Guns$ 
but fome of the Ships fired at them, 
and two or three of the Boats were 
Cent on Shoar to attack them, fo that 
in little time they were forced from 
their Guns, which were difmounted, 
and their Carriages thrown into the 
Sea ^ and then the whole Fleet got in 
without farther interruption. 

The next day,between two and three Procee- 

in the morning, the greateft part of the 

Soldiers were put into proper Veflels, Cork 
and fent up to a Place called Pajjkge,and 
in the afternoon the reft, together with 
the Marines, were landed. 

The day following, about 5 or 600 
Seamen, Gunners, Carpenters, &c. were 
alfo put on Shoar, who were very ufe- 
ful in drawing up the Cannon to batter 

E 4 the 
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the Town • and the Powder and Shot 

■ taken out of the great Ships at Portf- 
njouth, was made ufe of for recruiting 
the Army. 

rhe aty The 25th, before day, 10 Pinnaces 

were ^nt UP vv'hh Armed Men, and 
Granadoes, to aflift in attacking the 

s own3 and the Admirals were put in 
hopes by the Earl of Marlborough, that 
it would be in the King’s Pollellion in 
three or four days, as indeed it was3 
for it was taken the 29th. 

ihe Fleet The next day the King commanded 
^ftredbi the Admirals to return to the Downes 

to return WItn the Fleet, and to leave behind 
t°th: them inch Ships only as were needful 
£™s’:for receiving the Marine Soldiers. For 
Ships Ufi this Service they left feven Third Rates, 

°.nC one Sixth, the Owners Love 
c^wTirelhip, anc* a Tender to each Ship, 
of the under the Command of the Duke of 

Grafton, then in a Ship called after his 
own Title, and with the reft of the 
Fleet they arrived in the Downes the 8th 

prifmm of OGober, bringing with them, by the 
,e» >rcm Earl of Marlborough)% Defire, Colonel 

Macullicot, who was Governor of Cork, 
the Earls of Tyron and Clone arty. Lord 
Carr, Colonel Owen Mac arty. Lieutenant 
Colonel Rycot, Major Mac arty, and Cap¬ 
tain Mujfty 3 and having difpofed of 
the Fleet,according to the Lords of the 

Ad mi- 

Duke of 
Grafton 

Ire] an d 
by the 

lari o f 
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Admiralty’s Orders, by fending foms 
to the ATore with Sir Ralph Delaroall, o- 
thers to Portfmouth and Plimouth, and 
leaving the reft with Sir Cloudefly 
Shovell in the Downes, they went on 
Shear. 

Not long after they parted from Cor/;, The d«u 

his Grace the Duke of Grafton was un- 
fortunately wounded there with a Muf- at 
ket Shot from the Walls, when he was Cork, 

fhewing his wonted Bravery and Zeal, 
by encouraging the Seamen on Shoar, 
and labouring as much as any of them 
at the great Guns. His Lord (hip Ian- 
guifhed fome days of this Wound, and 
then dying,- and Captain fcm?ant be¬ 
ing blown up in the Breda, a Third 
Rate, in Corf Harbour, the Command 
of the Squadron regularly fell to Cap¬ 
tain John Crofts of the Charles Galley ^ 
and fo foon as they had taken on board 
the General, together with the Soldiers, 
Marines, and Prifoners, they left Ire¬ 

land, and arrived in the Downes the 
27 th of October. 

Thus ended the Expedition with the 
Body of the Fleet: And now it may 
not be improper to fay fomething con¬ 
cerning the Squadron with Sir Cloudefly 
Shovel, who had been cruizing in the 
Soundings, and on the Coafr of Ireland, 
between the Months of December and 

jf4 
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Juh '■> and convoyed His Majefty from 
Hylake the 10th of June, from whofe 
Hand he was honoured (and not un¬ 
deservedly ) with a Commiffion, ap¬ 
pointing him Rear-Admiral of the 
Blue. 

I have already acquainted you. That 
he arrived from the Coaft of Ireland 
the beginning of July, 1690. and that 
ne was prevented in joining the Fleet, 
by reafon the French were to the Eaft- 
ward of him. And on the 10th of 
July His Majefty having received In¬ 
formation, that the Enemy intended 

d’£°n't0 fend uPwards of 20 final I Frigats, 
ShoVyeir,the biggeft of not above 56 Guns, "into 
Pncee. St. George’s Chanel, to burn the Tranf- 

Port ShiPs> J,e was ordered to cruize 
Squadron off of Stilly, or in fuch Station as he 
in the fhould judge mod proper for preven- 

d°ngs'. tinS that Mgn, and to fend Frigats 
to ply Eaftward and Weftward, to 
gain Intelligence of the Body of the 
French Fleet ^ that fo he might be the 
better able to provide for his own Safety : 
And they, upon Meeting with Vice-Ad¬ 
miral Kellegrew in his Return from the 
Streights, were to give him notice of all 
Circumfiances • that fo he might like- 
wife take Care not to be intercepted. 

He cruized up and down in the afore- 
faid Station till the 21ft of July, with¬ 

out 
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out meeting any thing remarkable 5 
and then the Dover and Experiment 
join’d him from the Coaft of Ireland, 
with a Ketch that came out of Kinfale, 
on board of which Veflel was Colo¬ 
nel Racket, Captain John Hamilton, 
Archibal Cockbttrne Efq^ Anthony Thomp- 
fon Eleg Captain 1 homos Porter, Mr. Wil¬ 
liam Sutton, and fix Servants, who 
were following King James to France, 
in order to their accompanying him in 
his intended Expedition to England. 
They gave an Account, That His Ma- icbg 

jefty took Shipping at Duncannon, and 
failed to Kinfale $ but that, not ftaying 
there above two hours, he proceeded /w* ire- 
to France, with two French FrigatS that 
had lain for that purpofe a confidera- 
ble time ; and that he carried with 
him the Lord Poms, Sir Roger Strick¬ 
land, and Captain Richard Trevanion. 

The 21ft of July he received Orders sirOou- 

to fail, with the Ships under his Com- defly 
mand, to Kinfale, to intercept feveral 
French Frigats faid to be there $ and proceed u 

being in the excution of thofe Orders, Kiniale 
near the River of Waterford, he had 
Notice from the Shoar, that the Town 
had been furrendred two or three days 
before 5 but that upon fummoningLW/- 
cannon Caftle, they refufed all Condi¬ 
tions offer’d to them, Hereupon he 

lent 
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fcnt Major-General Kirke word, that 
te was ready to alliit him with fotne 

Frigats in attacking that Caftle, and 
accordingly Matters being agreed on, 
„c ;’';cncf *n W1(:h the Experiment and 

file fur. Greyhound, and all the Boats of the 
rendred. Squadron : Bat after the Caftle had 

made fome fire on them, they let the 
Major-General know, they would fur- 
render on his Terms • fo that the next 
day, being the 28th of July, Gover¬ 
nor Rourk marched out with about 
25° Men, with their Arms and Bagage, 
end left 42 Guns mounted in the Ca- 
ille. Here the Rear-Admiral had Ad¬ 
vice, that all the French Ships that had 
been on the Coaft of Ireland were tai¬ 
led to Lywrick, as alfo all the Priva¬ 
teers and Merchant Ships, in order to 
lecure the Retreat of their Army, if 
they fhould attempt another Battel, 
and be routed : And the Lords of the 
Admiralty being informed, that they 
were gone from Limerick, to Galloway, 
there to embark for France, upon a 
Squadron of Ships that failed from the 
former Port, reinforced by Monfieur 
Amfreville with fome Ships of the Fleet, 
they ordered the Admirals to fend to 
Sir Cloudejly at PUmouth, (where he was 

Wrived with part of his Squadron) 
four Third Rates, • four Fourths, three 

Fifths, 
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Fifths, and four new Firefhips, which, 
joined to thofe with him, would com- 
pofe a Squadron of five Third Rates, 
ten Fourths, eight Fifths, and fix Fire- 
fhips $ And with thefe he was ordered 
in queft of the Enemy : But other 
prefling Services fuddenly calling for 
the Ships, Orders were Tent to him, 
purfuant to the King’s Commands, 
the 18th of September, to detach 10 of 
them into the Soundings, for Security of 
the Trade, and to repair to the Downes 
with the Remainder : Purfuant here¬ 
unto he left, under Command of Cap¬ 
tain Carter, (who, with feveral Ships, 
had joined him) three Third Rates, 
four Fourths, and three Fifths ^ and 
being himfelf off of the Blaskets,got ad' 
vice, that the French Fleet had been 
gone from Gallway about a week ^ but 
that there (fill remained 5 Sail at that 
Place, Upon this he fent two Frigats Mmjtmr 

thither, not thinking it proper to go ^ 
in with the whole Squadron, becaufe viiieV 
his a deep Bay, and that a number 
Ships cannot get out, but with anEafter- loway, 
ly Wind. Thofe two Frigats returned - 
to him the 26th, and brought the fol- 
lowing Account, That on the 12th of Tyre o- 

Scptember Monfieur Amphreville failed nA’rsmi 
fsom Gallway, with about do Ships and ,x>itbhim, 

Veflels, v/hereof 18 were Men of War : 
That Francs- 
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That they took with them only a few 
lick Men, befides the Earl of Tyrconnel, 
Mr. Fttz Jams, (natural Son to King 
Jams) Bufslo, late Governor of Lyme- 

and about 3 or 400 Irijh: That 
on the 15th they were joined by the 

Monarch, and n more Capital 
Ships, which had been in the Shannon 
near a week, and could not get to Gal- 
nay • and that thofe Ships, having no¬ 
tice of our Squadron’s coming, fleer’d 
away right into the Sea, and came not 
near the Coaft or Ireland, although 
there was little reafon to apprehend 
Danger, confidering their Strength. 

The 10th of OBoher Sir Clou defy Sho¬ 
vel! arrived in the Dorvves with part of 
his Squadron, having appointed the 
remainder on neceffary Services; and 
there he met with Orders from the 
Lords of the Admiralty, to proceed to 
Plimontk with all the Ships that were 
in a condition for the Sea, and from 
that Port to take others, with which 
he was to cruize in the Soundings^ for 
Security of the Trade. Having ga¬ 
thered together what Ships he could, 
he proceeded with them to Plimoutk, 
and left that port the 3d ot Dccen/her * 
and in the Soundings chafed feveral 
Ships, but could not come up with 
them, becaufe thofe he had with him 

were 
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were foul. At length the Deptford and 
Crown took a fmall French Man of War, 
of 18 Guns and io Patereroes, called 
the Fripponc, who had before fought 4 
Dutch Privateers, and received confide- 
rable Damage, and had 30 of her Men 
killed and wounded : Her Captain’s 
Name was St. Marca, who, with the 
Lieutenant, was wounded, and her 
Maher killed : She fought very obfti- 
nately, and yielded not till the Crown 
(hot away her Mainmaft, and boarded 
her. 

The Rear-Admiral having ended his 
Cruize, fent fome of the Ships to the 
Coaft of Ireland, and others into the 
Soundings • and arrived himfelf in the 
Downes the middle of January, from 
whence he attended His Majefty to 
Holland, in the Squadron commanded 
by Sir George Rookg. 

The Expedition in the Year 1690. He rc- 
ending thus, I (hall now begin with the ‘tff t0 
Tranfactions of the grand Fleet the next Downes. 

Year 5 and after that relate what re- 7ffarl 
markable Pafiages happened, as to fe~ for(j 
parate Squadrons, or otherwife. j>oi?Jted 

The 23d of December, 1690. Mr. Rtf- 
fell (now Earl of Orford) was appoin- Fleet ■. 
ted Admiral of the Fleet; and sreateft A*d 
vn• t» 1* r \ • 1 vohat In* 
Diligence being uled in order to an jirUQims 
earhr Campaign, he had Inftru&ions mregi- 

' *ven him. 
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to fail to fuch Stations on the trench 
Coaft, as might be mo ft proper for an¬ 
noying the Enemy, and protedi ng the 
Irade 5 but he was particularly dire¬ 
cted, not to leave the Downes til! join’d 
by 20 Dutch Ships of War, or at leaft 
18, and that he had appointed a Squa¬ 
dron E:o look after the French Ships at 
Dunkirk with the Commander in Chief 
of which Squadron he was to leave In- 
ftru&ions how to join the Fleet upon 
occafion. But here I mu ft obferve,that 
although he was thus empower’d to 
proceed, from time to time, in fuch 
manner as might beft enable him to de- 
ftroy the Enemy, either by Sea or Land, 
without expeding particular Orders 5 
yet was it exprelly provided for, That 
if bad Weather render’d it unfafe for 
him to keep the Sea, he ftiouid repair 
to, and remain at Torbay till farther 
Order 5 the Confequences of which 
Keftraint was not, i am apt to think, fo 
throughly confider’d of as it ought to 
have been, , 

With thefe Inftrudions he received a 
Lift of the Ships and Veftels appointed 
for the main Fleet, the Rates and Num¬ 
bers whereof were as follows; Viz. 

f 
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Rate, 

1 •- — 
2 -- 

3 -— 
4 -,- 

5 -— 
6 --—— 

Fireftiips - 
Hofpital Ships 
Sloop -—*—- 
Brigantine — 
Yacht -—- 

Number, 

— 5 
—11 
—52 

— 

— 4 

— 3 
—20 
— 4 
— x 
— i 
-— 1 

The 

Strength 
of the 
lint 

91 

Of which, 57 were of the Line of 
Battel, befides the Dutch, whole Quota 
generally was 5 to 8. 

The Fleet beingViduall’d, and indif¬ 
ferently well Mann’d, the Admiral had 
Orders from the Queen, dated the 7th 
of May, to proceed into the Soundings, 
provided the Dutch Ships were joined 
him, and that he thought it pro¬ 
per to venture the great Ships there 
at fuch a Seafon of the Year. From 
the Soundings lie was to detach a con¬ 
siderable number of Ships and Firefhips 
to Galloway in Ireland, either to impede 
the French in landing Succours, or to 
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deftroy them, it in that Harbour; and 
it was left to his Difcretion to lie with 
the Body of the Fleet in fuch Station, 
as that this Detachment might moft 
readily join him, to prevent the ill 
Conlequences that would have atten¬ 
ded his being attack’d by the French, 
when feparated. 

Altho the Admiral thought it not 
Advifeable to venture the Fleet fo ear¬ 
ly to Sea, yet he declar’d his Readinefs 
to proceed' if Was Her Majefty’s Po(]- 
tive Commands he fhould. He did 
not approve of lending any confidera- 
ble Squadron to Galloway, becaufe ma¬ 
ny Accidents might have hindred their 
joining the Fleet, the Confequence 
whereof, fhould the French have at¬ 
tack'd him, he judg'd of the lad Im¬ 
portance, and that it carried greater 
Weight than the reducing Ireland that 
Summer^ but yet he had"no Objection 
to the fending fome Ships thither, if 
Her Majefty was fa fished that the French 
were fo backward in their Naval Pre¬ 
parations, as that her Fleet might with 
fafety be feparated. 

Fie was likewife unwilling (and that 
with Reafon too) that Dunkirk, fhould 
be left unregarded, till the uncertain 
arrival of other Dutch Ships; and his 
particular Reafons were, ‘ That the Ri¬ 

ver’s 
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5 ver’s Mouth would be left open to 
4 the French That the Fifhery on all 
4 the Coaft would be thereby expofed, 
4 and Nemaflle not only be liable to 
4 be block’d up, but an Opportunity 
4 put into the Enemy’s hands to (ink 
* Veflels at the Bar of that Harbour, 
4 fo as that no Ships of Burthen would 
4 be able to float over it. 

Nothing was wanting now but a fair 
Wind to enable him to fail from the 
Nore• and before he received thefe Or¬ 
ders from the Queen, he had thoughts 
of Torbay for the Place of Rendezvous, 
till fomewhat more of this Month was’ 
paft; But being now Commanded to 
repair forthwith into the Soundings, he 
judg’d Cape Clear the moll proper Place, rTT 
Z' 1 • 4 l 4 r> « ^ > * 11*31 H fizz 

lince he might more conveniently lend pointed 

Frigats from thence to Kinfale, for In- the Ren- 

telligente from the Lords Justices of 
Ireland. ReafoH 

Before I proceed farther, it may not tMreoI 
be altogether improper to mention here 
fome Reafons which induced Her Ma- 
jefty to fend the Admiral thefe Inftru- 
frions. They were grounded upon In¬ 
telligence received from Holland, dated Intelli- 

the 21 ft of April, That Recruits were ■S-C7!ce °f. 
deftgnd from France to Ireland in rifcar 
aoo Ships, and that about 150 of them frm 
Were at Bell hie, the Rendezvous for fldnce 

F 2 them Jt 
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them all, as well as the 25 Men of War 
defign’d their Convoy, of which, five 
were faid to be at the Ide of Day, from 
50 to 60 Guns: And it was farther re¬ 
ported, That thofe Tranfports were 
; oaden with all Things neceflary for the 
Subfiftence and Cloathing of Men, with 
a confiderable Sum of Money to pay 
the Army commanded by Monfieur 
St. Ruth. 

The um The Fleet being now, for the mod: 
«f Band part, got together, the Admiral compo- 

fed a Line of Battel, an Abftract where¬ 
of follows. 

Squadron. Dwijton. Rates of Ships. Small Craft. 

[Vice-Admiral-1 2 5 2 ^°4^rfgt3htsRatc- 

I C Bomb, 

I Rear-Admiral-1 1 6 1 Three Fireftips 

C Rear-Admiral -O 2 6 I Three FireflUps 
One 5tb Rate , 
one 6th Rate, Rcii ^ Admiral J UIIG wti* 

2 1 5 ^ ) jFirefhips,! Ho- 
fpitals, 1 Yacht. 

Three Firefhips, 

tVice-Admiral-1 2 5 2d and fipaU Fri- 

Dutch* 



6? 

Squadron. 

rOf 

i 

Dutch. ^ 

N°. Small Craft. 
Guns-31 
-—1 

2 i One of 14 Gun.v, 
--~~2 S> one of 1 6, two 
__j j Fircfhips, 

-"5 | 
-3* 

So that of Englijh and Dutch there 
were 74 Ships of the Line, befides o- 
thers that the Admiral to the States- 
General expected, and that there was 
fonte probability at lead would join 
the Fleet, 

It cannot be (aid that the Fleet was 
fo well Mann’d as could have been 
wifh’d, though great care had been 
taken, and the Nation put to an extra¬ 
ordinary Expence in Tenders, and other 
Methods for imprefting and entertain¬ 
ing Men. One thing that gave no lit¬ 
tle obftrudtion (befides the numerous 
Protections) was the Proclamation for¬ 
bidding the preffing Men from the Col¬ 
liers, which encourag’d fick Men, fo 
foon as they could crawl from their 
Quarters, to fcramble up to London, 
and, for the fake of greater Wages, en¬ 
ter themfelves on a Nervcajlle Voyage, 

F 2 and 

Interrupt 
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and that without any regard to their 
being made Run, and thereby Jofing all 
they had earn’d in the Publick Service. 
Befides this,, there were many Letters 
lcatter’d.by ill meaning Perfons,among 
the Ships, advifing the Sailers to run 
away ^ fo that no Remedy remain’d to 
cure thisDifeafe, but recalling the afore- 
faid Proclamation, or keeping the Men 
on board, when Sick, and buffering 
t tl t c miferably. Man}'' more 
obstructions there were to the timely 
Manning the Fleet, but the chiefeft was 
the extravagant Wages given to Sea¬ 
men by the Merchants, who, for lucre 
thereof, fculk’d up and down till foch 

rtime as their Ships were ready to pro¬ 
ceed j So that very great Numbers, e- 
yen of the belt Seamen, were by this 

. means render’d ufelefs to the Publick : 
An Evil that I hope will in time be 
remedied e for not only That, but pro¬ 
per Meafures for the more fpecdy pro¬ 
curing, and afterwards obliging Seamen, 
do very much deferve the molt feripus 
Con federation. 

The loth of May 1691, the Admiral 
vcas acquainted, that there was reafon 
to apprehend the French did not only 
intend to fend Ammunition and other 
instruments of War to Ireland, but alfo 
to tranfport a considerable Number of 

' ' Irifi 
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Irijh from rhence to Scotland 5 and that 
therefore it was Her Majefty’s pleafure 
he fhould endeavour to intercept them 
in their pa (I age to Galloway, or to deftroy 
them in that Harbourfor which rea- 
fon the Queen commanded him to fend 
the Fleet to St. Ilellens, or Spit head, and^^_ 
to repair himfelf immediately to Town, dind to 
and attend Her Majefcy, that fo this 
and all other Affairs relating to the Ex- 
pedition, might be maturely conhdered lens w 
of: And Her Majefty concurring with 
him, that Dunkirk ought not to be neg- be ad-vi- 

lected, ordered him to take care, before/^ wth 
the Fleet failed, for blocking up that 
Port, if the Dutch Ships that were ex¬ 
pected there did not timely arrive. 

When he return’d to the Fleet he 
had Orders to fend a Detachment up 
the Irijh Chanel (as he himfelf had . 
propos’d) to cruize upon theCoaftof, 
Scotland without Cant ire, that fo they fend fome 
might prevent the French tr'a'nfporting j, 
any Forces from Ireland to Scotland • rover- 
and he was inform’d, that the Dublin 
Letters of the 13th gave an'Account, 
that the French were not then arrived landV- 
in that Kingdom, but that if a late Re¬ 
port from a Dane was truq, ’twas very 
probable they were there by this time ; 
fo that it was preffingly recommended 
to him to haften to Gdllbway, and en~ 

F 4 deavour 
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deavour to deftroy the Ships before 
they could unlade, and receive the 
Soldiers that were to embarque. 

This Order would have been imme¬ 
diately complied with, but that the 

•r dJy F^eet: could not well ftir from the Dorrnes 
the Ships 

of of 

7he Fleet 

could -not 

jail till 

till join’d by the Squadron off of Dun- 
Punkirjc 'kirk, for feveral of them were of the 

Line of Battle : But fince the falling of 
the Tides would prevent the French 
Ships getting out of that Port, ours 
were focn expected thence, and when 
they arrived, the Admiral purpofed to 
fend thither a Squadron of io Ships, 
F.nglifh and Dutch, fuch a Number be¬ 
ing all he could well fpare, fo as to 
have the Fleet of an)r confiderable 
ftrength ; but it was his Opinion, that 
they would not be fufficient, and there¬ 
fore he defired the Lords of the Admi¬ 
ralty to ftrengthen them. When he 
difeourfed the Dutch Admiral about this 
Affair, he found him not willing to 

Tin Kta. cornP!y therewith, for he alledgedthat 
forts why he had pofitive Orders from the King, 
tk; n^ch not to part with any of his Ships till 

his number was 36, of which no more 
than 28 (even at this time of the Year) 
were yet arrived. This put Matters un¬ 
der fome difficulties; for the leaving fo 
many Ships out of the Engltjh Fleet 
would very much weaken it, and there¬ 

fore 

.Admiral 
did nw 
fpare 
Ships for 

|3 link iik 
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fore it vvas defired that Admiral Al¬ 
mond’s Orders might be fo far difpenced 
with, as to allow of his leaving a pro¬ 
portionable Number of Dutch Ships to 
join with ours $ which might have been 
the rather granted, becaufe they would 
have opportunity of returning to the 
Fleet, fo foon as Minheer Toll arrived 
with the Squadron dcfigned for Dun- 

kirk. 
To this the Admiral received an An- 

fvver, That Her Majefty had no Advice 
from the King, that the Dutch Admi¬ 
ral had Orders not to part with any 
of his Ships till he had 56, but that 
She had writ to His Majefty, that 
He would be pleafed to fend Orders 
from Holland to Admiral Almond to 
follow his Directions, And now the 
Queen was pleafed to command, that Tbegtuttn 
the Fleet fhould proceed, as foon as orders 
’tvvas poffible, according to Her former *””1“ 
Inftruftions, without ftaying for the fon Z 
return of the Dunkirk. Squadron 5 and t0!Fth}e* 
withal directed, that if the Dutch Ad- 
miral would appoint four or five Ships fir the 

to join ours oft of that Port, Orders P.unkir!c 
fhould be left for thofe that were to ^ 
return from thence to make the beft of 
their way to the Fleet 5 but that if the 
faid Dutch Admiral could not confent 
to leave fuch a Number of Ships, a 

fitting 
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fitting Squadron of Englijh fllouJd be 
detached, and Orders be left, that when 

cny/5'^ShipS arrivcd there, fo many 
b.nghjh ihould repair to the Fleet; And 
that there might not be a want of Shins 
for this Service, Orders were lodg’d in 
the Dow,res, for fuch Dutch Men oA'Var 
as ihould arrive after the Fleet's failing 
thence, to proceed and join the En^lijh 

od of Dunkirk,,, of which Admiral At- 
mond was acquainted, that fo he mi°ht 
leave the like Orders, left the Dutch 
Captains Ihould fcruple to obey, before 
they had actually join'd the Fleet. 

f.Fr%a' Muc!l about this time a Propofal was 
Z7e made for burning the Port of Dunkirk,, 
ji r vying which the Admiral was directed to com- 
UiTfe; nu,n’cate t° the Commander in chief 
vet at- of the Squadron appointed to lie off of 
tempted, that Place, and to leave behind him 

two Firefhips to be employ’d on that 
Service ; but it was not thought ad¬ 
visable to put the Project in practice 
this Summer. 

The 20th of Mttj the Fleet was ready, 
and the Admiral intended to fail the 
next Morning from the Downes to Tor- 
hoy- and to leave orders for Mr .Churchill 
to follow him thither, with the Squa¬ 
dron under his Command off of Dun¬ 
kirk : To fupply the place of which 
Ships, he appointed three Third Rates, 

two 
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two of the bed: failing Fourths, and a 
Firefhip, to join with thofe three the 
Dutch Admiral was prevailed with to 
leave } by which Detachment, and the 
Three fent to Inland, Eight Ships of 
Force were taken from the Englijh. 

A South-weft Wind prevented the 
Fleet’s failing, as was intended • and 
now the Vice Admiral of Zeeland, and 
three Dutch Ships, were feen coming to 
join the Fleets for which reafon, and 
that if the Wind continued as it was 
but' one Day longer, the Ships off of 
Dunkirk that were reliev’d by others 
more proper, might alfo join, the 
Admiral alter’d his Refolution of calling 
at Torbay, and the cad of May he re- "tie rfof 
celved the Queen’s Orders for proceed- Z'erJ.d 
ing with the Fleet before Drejl, which lireft, 
broke the Meafures he had propofed to which 

take} for he intended to have gone “Zi** 
fir ft 10 Leagues off of Bre/i, from thence 
60 Leagues right into the Sea, and f'0Tres- 

to have fallen in with Cape Clear at his 
return} for it was generally believed, 
that the French would firft come to Bell 
Me to get Intelligence, by which means, 
in their traverfe home, our Fleet might 
luckily have gain’d light of them. He 

'was in doubt, that if the Fleet conti¬ 
nued off of Breji till Mr. Aylmer s arri¬ 
val with the Homeward bound Smima 

Ships 
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Ships, (which was very uncertain) the 
Men, by their long continuance at Sea, 
without refrelhment, would fall fick. 
But notwithftanding thefe reafonable 
Objections, he allured Her Majefty, that 
he would punctually obey Her Com¬ 
mands ^ and that tho he wifh’d for no¬ 
thing fo much, as meeting the whole 
French Force with the Fleet he then had, 
yet he earneltly defired that no Intelli¬ 
gence, or Motive whatever, might 
prevail with Her Majefty to take any 
confiderable Number of Ships from 
him. 

The Fleet failed the 23d of May in 
the Morning, but being got as far 
Weftward as the Nejfc, were forced 
back to the Downes with a hard Gale at 
S. W ^ and foon after there came News 
from Dublin, that the French were arri¬ 
ved in the Shannon with 100 Sail of 
Tranfports, and that the Men of War, 
their Convov, cruiz’d between the Shan- 
non and Galloway $ whereupon Her Ma¬ 
jefty fgnify’d Her Pleafure to the Ad¬ 
miral, that fo foon as he had left a 
Squadron for Dim kirk, agreeable to 
what he propofed, the Fleet fhould 
forthwith repair off of Brcji, and that 
a Frigat fhould be fent to Kinfale, to 
learn from the Lords Juftices, whether 
the French were gone to Scotland, or in 

what 
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what manner they proceeded : And if, 
upon fuch Intelligence, he judged they dered to 

might be deftroy’d in Ireland, or pre- fend * 
vented in going to Scotland, he was to mefc.'o 
fend a Detachment either to the Weft Ireland, 
of Ireland, or through St. George’s Cha- 
nel to Scotland, with Orders to return to sh^J1 
the Fleet, when they fhould have done 
their utmoft in the performance of that 
Service. 

It was likewife recommended to him 
to get the beft Information he could of 
the Body of the French Fleet, and to 
have a particular Regard to the Safety of Lima 
the Trade expected from Smirna, And F!set rt- 
he was directed to order the Ships on the fffff 
Irijh Coaft to return to the Fleet, fo him. 

foon as theServices they were employ'd 
on would admit thereof:, and frequent¬ 
ly to fend for Orders at Kinfale: And 
when he fhould think it convenient to 
come from Brejl, he was to repair to 
Cape Clear, and to fend notice, by the 
way of Kinfale, of his Arrival: But it 
was again recommended to him, to re- 
main before Brejl, or thereabouts, if 
Wind and Weather would permit,till the 
Smirna Fleet arrived, and as long time 
after as he fhould judge neceftary for 
the good of the Service. And although 
it was reprefented to him what advan¬ 
tages might be taken again ft Galloway by 
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&a, yet Her Majefly let him know. 
She was not willing to have it attemp¬ 
ted, till fuch time as the Army had 
made thofe Advances which might 
enable them to attack it alfo by Land. 

There was at this time Advice that 
the French intended to come out of Dim- 
hr4 the next Spring Tide, which he 
was de fired to communicate to Captain 
Bokgnh&tn, who commanded the Squa¬ 
dron there, and withal toconfider with 
the Flag Officers, the Project for burning 
that Port, and to give Inftruffions ac¬ 
cordingly. But how little effect any 
Attempt of this kind would have had, 
was fufficiently (hewn fome Years after’ 
when the Crown was, to little or no 
purpofe, put to a very confiderable Ex- 
aence in an Expedition againfc that 

Place • of which I fhall give a more 
particular Account in its proper time. 

The News ^?ie 1 ^ Jnne-> the Admiral was ac- 
cf the D. quainted, that ’twas hop’d there would 
of Her- be no occasion for fending Ships to Scot- 

Zh^gonefdf!c^ . the News of the Duke of 
to scot- Berwick's being gone thither was con- 
Jandtradicted, as alfo «*ie Caufe of the Re- 

port, which wras the fight of feveral 
Ships off of Sligo. He was alfo inform’d, 
that Mr. cl' Cardonnell of Southampton 
had been allured by the Matter 
and Seamen of a French Prize, that 

a‘!l 
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all their.Fleet, fitted out at Bred, (ex- 
cept four not ready) were gone' to Bell p^c‘ri‘c’h 
Hie, and that the Ships of Rochfort and Fleet Ren- 

Tho id on had join’d them there, as it was d 
fuppofed 15 Galleys from Rochfort, and ijie. 
as many more from Havredegrace had 
alfo done. 

This News of the French Fleet’s being 
gone to Bell Iffe, gave the Admiral no 
little Satisfaction, for he was in hopes 
it might luckily occafion his meeting 
them ^ and he was of Opinion, that 
they would naturally chufe to hazzard 
a Battel, rather than remain at Brefi, 
and expofe themfelves to be attempted 
in that Harbour ^ a JealoulTe whereof 
was probably infufed into them, not 
only by Monfieur du Qucfne, but by 
Monlieur Qcnnes alfo, who were not 
long before in England, and one, or 
both, eonfulted with about this Affair, 
and the latter fome time after found an 
Opportunity of coaveying himfelf to 
France, that fo he might be able to 
communicate what he had heard re- 
lating to this Affair at the Englifh 
Court. 1 here were other Reafons al- 
lo to Im ped that our Defigns had taken 
Aiifor feveral things that were con¬ 
fin'd, even in the Queen’s Inffrudions 
io the Admiral, were hinted at in the 
French Gazette. 

Not 
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mfrJt ^0t manY Days after, the Admiral 
,»for,ntd received advice from Court, that the 
that the French Squadron was certainly gone back 

from Ireland, and that, in all probabi- 
was gone lity, the Tranfports would get clear of 
Ireland* ^lat Kingdom before our Fleet could 
jnd ' ’ arrive^ and therefore he was advifed to 
therefore fail to Brejl, Bell Ifle, or thofc Farts } 
yf^;-.,and the rather, for that the French 
Jed to Jail ’ n . 
^ fion as Fleet s attempting our dnnrna Ships 
ffbu might prove of ill Confeqqence to Eng- 
«/ Breft. ian/£ and Holland. To this were added 

the following Reafonsy That ftiould the 
French Fleet be in Brefi they might be 
block’d up there ^ their Trade be inter¬ 
rupted, and ours fecured 5 and that if 
Intelligence could be gain’d they had 
fet out a Squadron, with intention to 
intercept our Stnlma Fleet, a Detach¬ 
ment might be better fent from thence 
in quell of them. 

Captain Toll was now arrived off of 
Dunkirk with the Dutch Ships, but ’twas 
judg’d the Squadron would be too weak 
to awe the French Ships in that Port: 
fo that a Council of War being called, 
it was refolved, That they Ihould be 
fhengthned by four Ships, in regard 
Admiral Alntonde had now his number 
of 36, and that he was therefore wil¬ 
ling to make a Detachment for this 
Service. But notwithftanding, Captain 

T oil 
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Toll was ordered to join the Englijh 
Ships, he rid before Newport, and writ 
to his Admiral for Directions how he 
fliouId proceed, who fent a Frigat with 
pofitive Orders to him to ad in con* 
judion with our Ships, 

The Weather to this very time was 
fo Tempeftuous, that the Fleet could 
not ftir from the Downes with any man¬ 
ner of Safety 5 but that they might be 
the better able to do Service, when at 
Sea, the Admiral thought it neceflary 
to take notice a Second time, that lie 
was ty’d up by the Queen’s Inftrudions, Zke*»,. 
to lie off of Brefi till the Smiraa Fleettue tlia: 
arrived, and delired that Matter might %em'f 
be explain’d $ for that if the French orders 
Fleet was out, it.was his Opinion they t/:ged 
ought to be followed to Bell life, or iTefof, 
any other Place. In anfwer to this he Bre^ F 
was acquainted. That it was not in ten- 
ded he Ihould be tied up by thofe In- arrived, 
ftrudions fo much as he imagin’d, th6 
feveral Lords of the Council had made 
the very fame Objedions, but were fa- 
tisfy'd upon the Orders being read and 
explain’d to them. 

The Weather began now to be fair, 
fo that he determined to Tide it Weft- 
^ard,and to leave for thcDnnkirl^ Squa¬ 
dron. 2 EngliJJ) Ships of 60 Guns each, 
9JO# sfnd one of 56, with a Fireftiip, 

G and 
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2fid a Sloop i and of the Dutch, five of 
50 Guns,one of 54,one of 52,oneof 40, 
oneof 36, oneof 34, one of 26, one of 
24, and another of 20, making in all 
ii Sail. Accordingly he failed:, and 
being the 14th of Jum & Leagues S. E. 
from the IJle of Wight, it was by a Coun¬ 
cil of War of the Flag Officers agreed, 
that the Station (hould be 8 Leagues Weft 
fromZJ(hant -nnd that from thence fome 

A J 

Ships fhould be detached, to look into 
Bnji,and bring Intelligence. The 19th 
ef June, though the Wind had been 
continually contrary (as it was all along 
from the time the Fleet firfi: arrived in 
the Downes) he got off of Plimouth, but 
by bad Weather was forced back to 
Torbay • and now he received a Letter 
from- Mr. Aylmer ( dated off of Cape 
St. Vincent) by which he judged the 
Smima Fleet was in Ireland, or at leaf? 
very near the Soundings. 

The Weather being fair, the Fleet 
weighed the 22d of June, and off 
of 'Dartmouth an Exprefs came from 
Mr. Greenhtll, then Naval-Agent at Pli¬ 
mouth, with advice. That the French 
were at Sea with 80 Sail $ fo that all 
diligence was ufed to get over to the 
French Coaft, and on the 28th (TJJhant 
being E. S. E. 9 Leagues diftant) fome 
fiftiermen were taken from the Shore, 

who 
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who confirmed the News, and faid the 
French Fleet had lain becalmed four 
Days off of that Ifland. Upon this the of mT 
Flag Officers were confulted, and ’twas unani- 
refolved to (land over to Cape Clear for ™°f<f[le u 
the Prefervation of the Turkj Fleet, and yw »- 
not meeting with News there, immedi- 
ately to return to Brejl 5 and the Place clear, 
of Rendezvous was appointed 6 Leagues 
,Weft from Sally with a Wefterly wind. 

There was at this time a Project on A Pro-n 
foot to join fome Ships to the Spanifh finebiivg 
Armada (as that Nation call their Infig- Cme°f 
nificant Fleet) in the Streights, that Mo- ITaa 
narch having offer’d not only to fit out with t!,e 
10, (fuch as they were) but condefcen- 
ded alfo not to exped or give Salutes, in the 

or to have the Command in Chief in 6tiei°h!! 
thofe Seas ; fo that all things were to 
be concerted at a Council of War, and 
each Nation to do the befk they could 
for the Publick Good $ but though His 
Majefty did not think fit to determine 
any thing in this Matter, till fuch time 
as it could be feen what fuccefs might 
be had againft the French in thefeParts - 
yet afterwards a very considerable part 
of the Naval Force of England and Hol¬ 
land, was fent thither, under the Com¬ 
mand of Mr. Rufcl, at which time the 
French, with many Ships from Brejl, 
and their whole ThouJon Squadron, 

G % were 
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were endeavouring to make their uff 
moft Efforts in the Streights, and had 
enter'd, with their Land Forces, on the 
Confines of Catalonia • which Expediti¬ 
on fhall be particularly treated of in 
its proper place. 

The Fleet being now at Sea, fuch 
care was taken to preferve the Smirna 
Trade, that fingle Ships were appointed 
to cruize for them on every proper 
Point of the Compafs, while the Body 
crofVd over to Cape Clear $ and being 
come off of Kinfale they were found 
fafely arrived there. Mr. Aylmer, who 
commanded the Squadron, was ordered 
by the Admiral to come out and join 
him, and ’twas refolved to conduft 
them as far as Scilly, and there to leave 
them, if they had a fair Wind, to 
proceed up the Chanel: But that they 
might not run the leaft Hazard, a Fri- 
gat was fent before to Plimouth, to 
bring him advice, eight Leagues S. W. 
from Scilly, whether any of the Ene¬ 
my's Ships were on the Coaff. The 
Admiral had determined, upon part¬ 
ing with this Trade, to go off of V- 
jhant, and if the French were gone 
from thence, to follow them to Bell 
We : But being afterwards of opinion, 
that they lay "in the Sea purpofely to 
.avoid us, he altered his Refolutions,.. 
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and refolved to go into a more proper 
Station in fearch of them ^ fo .that 
parting with the Smirm Ships off of 
Sally the 13th of July, he Iirid bent his 
courfe towards the French Coaft, from 
whence he Lent a Letter to the Secreta¬ 
ry of State, defiring that it mighty be 
confidered, whether the fleet, belore 
its return, could be ferviceable towards 
the Reduction of Ireland, for that the 
Provifions would laid no longer than 
the latter end of Auguft, and after that 
Month was expired, he thought it not 
£afe for the great Ships to be out of 
Harbour;, but he defined that Recruits 
of Provifions might be ready at Pli- 
mouth, that fo the want thereof might 
not incapacitate the Fleet to perform 
any neceflary Service. 

No fooner was Ufoant difcovered 
from the Mafthead, but Sir Cloudejly 
Shovell was lent with a Squadron to 
look into Brefi, and the Fleet followed 
at a convenient difiance. When he 
was about a League from St. Matthews 
Point, he faw about 40 Sail coming out 
of Brefi, which proved to be Brittons, 
with three Men of War of about 36 
or 40 Guns and one of them ftanding 
•to the Leeward of him, he (hot down 
her Main-yard, but (he, putting before 
file Wind, efcaped through tire Rocks 
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tu£'s f^e Chickens, where the French 
gene* of Pi Jots on board our Ships did not think 
f,‘ ,, ^ to venture. He got Intelligence that 
FUet. ‘ the French Fleet had been at Sea near 

40 Days, that not above a Week be- 
loie, a Ship of 80 Guns failed from 
Frefi to join them, and that a Water 
Ship had not been long come in, that 
left them about 40 Leagues Weft ward 
of Vjhant, where, and up and down 
in the Soundings, Stwas reported they 
had been ever fince they went out. 

si--Cou- Sir Cloudejly, to decoy the aforemen- 
Shove’! t‘on c* Ships, ftood in with part of his 
a'inyffc- Squadron under French Colours, the 
’veral others having none at all ^ and the 

Vhip-% Fre”ch !n t!lol"e Parts being informed, 
putting that their Fleet had taken feveral Eng- 

wime Sllips’ Reliev’d tiie’r Admiral had 
cdours. Pent them home, lb that they were 

' ' coming out to meet them, imagining 
that our Ships which Ihew’d French Co¬ 
lours were their own Men of War.and 
that thofe without Colours were their 
Prizes ^ but finding their Miftake, eve¬ 
ry one fnifted for himfelf in the beft 
manner he could. At this time the 
Marquefis of Carmarthen, in his Sloop, 
took our of a Boat two Men who were 
going off, as they thought, to vifit 
their Friends. Thefe Men reported the 
French Fleet to be 84 Shins of the 

Line 
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Line of Battel, which the the Admiral 
thought to be almoft impoffible, yet, 
the Wind, being fair, he made the belt 
of his way to be an Eye-witnefs there¬ 
of, having ordered the Rendezvous, in 
cafe of Separation, to be 10 Leagues 
S. W. from Scilly, and for any Ships in 
diftrefs, by bad Weather or otherwife, 
Torbay or Plimonth. 

The 27th of this Month of July, 
the Fleet being about 30 Leagues from 
Vjhant, feveral Veffels were feen under ^ 
Convoy of a Man of War, and two p,ench 
Ships fuppos’d to be Firefbips 3 and it 
was reafonable to believe by their 
working, that they took us for the Leagues 
French Fleet, which we endeavoured .to 
confirm them in, by (hewing White and Jomi 

Flags and Colours 5 but one of our cf them 

Captains being too forward in cha- 
fing, gave the Alarm, fo that only an Jc- 

three of the fmall Veffels fell into our °f 

hands. This Convoy was going to JTt. 
their Fleet with frefh Provifions; and • 
the Prifoners reported they confided 
of 76 Sail, from 50 to 100 Guns, and 
3oFire(hips^ That they lay 60 League? 
Weft, or W. S. W. from Vjhant, the 
very Place where our Fleet was at this 
time, tho none of our Scouts could 
get fight of them 5 which created a Be¬ 
lief of what the Prifoners faid. That 

G 4 Mon- 
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ulyof' ^0nfeur Tourvilk their Admiral had 
a wing up Directions from his Mafter to avoid us ^ 
Jilh she in order whereunto, they kept their 
vho Inch- ^'COu!’s at a confiderable distance from 
fi-rioufy their Fleet, on all Points of the Com- 
ajoueti pais by which they could be approa¬ 

ched, and being chas’d by ours they ran 
away, and made Signals to others that 
lay within them} fo that’twas impof- 
iible to come up with their Body, a 1tho’ 
the Ettglifh and Dutch Fleets failed in 
fuch a Pofture, as that the Scouts on each 
Wing, and thofe a-head and a-ftern, 
could, in dear W?eather,fee 20 Leagues 
round. 

The Admiral therefore finding that 
all Methods for coming up with the 
Enemy prov’d ineffectual, writ home, 
defiring to know how he fhould pro¬ 
ceed with the Fleet} for tho’ he thought 
it not A'dvifeable, while the French were 
out, to Anchor in any Bay, yet he 
lear’d the continuing fo long at Sea 
might very much endanger the Health 
of, the Men $ for it had not been cufto- 
iiiary with us to furnifh them with 
fuch Refrefhments at Sea, as the French 
conflantly did; nor was it indeed q- 
tjually in our Power fq to do, by rea- 
fon of the Remotenefs of our Ports. 

The 29th of July Pier Majefty fent 
Directions to the Admiral, That in cafe 

ssv • i ■ . * J > •* 

the 
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the French Fleet were not at Sea, or that The F!e<f 
they remain’d in fuch a Station where T/tlf 
prudently he could not attack them, he coaji 0f 
fhould forthwith repair to the Coaft of 
Ireland, for Security of the Merchant RearJ 
Ships- but left him at liberty to cometheref- 
to Kinfale Road to refrelh the Men, or 
to remain in fuch Station' near that 
Place, where he (hould judge the Fleet 
might be moft fafe, and in greateft rea- 
dinefs to execute Orders. 

The chief occalion of this Order for 
proceeding on the Irifh Coaft, was the 
King’s Succefs in that Kingdom, which 
was fo great, that His Majefty thought 
be might employ a confiderable part of 
his Army this Year on a Defcent in 
France$ but it was to be given out,that 
the Preparations were for Flanders. It 
was judged, that this would not only 
give a Diverfion to the Enemy, but 
probably induce them to venture a Bat¬ 
tel at Sea to prevent it 5 fo that it was 
thought requifite for the Fleet to be on 
the Irijl) Coaft, not only to protect 
fuch a Tranfport,but to aiTift in it too, 
by taking on board Soldiers that other- 
wife could not be embark’d. But in 
regard the Troops could not be ready 
in lefs than 3 Weeks, the Admiral was 
advifed not to leave the French Coaft, 
fo as to negleft: an opportunity of 

Fight- 

,, - 
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Fighting, which probably he would ei¬ 
ther foon have, or not at all this Sum¬ 
mer. 

About this time 15 or 16 Privateers 
got out of jhnhirk, and ranging along 
the Northern Coaft, under Command 
of Monfieur Du Bart, landed in Nor¬ 
thumberland, where they burnt a Houfe 
of the Lord Withrington's, and did fome 
other unaccountable Mifchiefs. 

The Fleet having continued in the 
Station, 60 Leagues W. S. W. from 
TJjhant, three days longer than was de~ 
termined by the Council of War, in 
hopes the French might come there, the 
Admiral left the faid Station the 91ft 
of July, and once more flood for 
Ujhant: And that he might be the bet¬ 
ter enabled to keep the Sea, he ordered 
the Vellels with Beer at Plimonth to 
come to him 8 Leagues Weft from the 
faid Ifland, there being a great Want of 
that Specie in the Englifh Ships, and the 
Dutch had no more Provifions than 
what would laft to the 20th of Augufl. 

Three days after the Admiral left the 
Station, he ordered fome Ships to chafe 
off of Ujlunt, of which number that 
commanded by the Marquefs of Car¬ 
marthen was one, and his Lordlhip’s 
Sloop being alfo in Company, faw no 
Sail, or thereabouts, in Broad Sound, 

which 



which they took to be the French FleetThl 
going into Breji, as indeed it proved 
afterwards to be. This being made»»?» “ 
known to the Admiral, a Council ofBrcft- 
War was call’d the 5th of ^luyujl^where 
it was refolved. That fince the Winds 
hung Wefterly, and that both Englijh 
and Dutch wanted Water and Beer 

¥ 

’twas neceuary to fail for Torbay, to Our Fleet 

recruit and refrefh the Men, who had comts t0 
been two Months at Sea, where, when JIhII 
he arrived, the necefiary Orders were vijions, 
given for putting every Ship into a 
fpeedy Condition for Service: But there 
was a great Want of Men by reafon of 
Sicknefs; and the Supplies of Provi¬ 
sions did not anfwer Expectation 5 nor 
had the Dutch, with what they met 
here, more than would laft to the lat¬ 
ter end of September. 

The Admiral having reprefented to 
the Queen fome Difficulties that arofe 
£0 him, with refped to the feveral Ser¬ 
vices required by Her Majefty’s Orders, 
the fame were explain’d to him : As 
Firft,lhat the going with the Fleet upon Her m-. 

the French Coaft was repeated to him 0r~ 
left the Appointment of the other Ser-f/w, 
.vices might look like a Revocation of 
that,, and confequently an Opportunity 
of Fighting be thereby prevented. But 
that, Secondly, in regard fuch an Op¬ 

portunity 
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portunity might not, at that Seafon of 
the Year, be met with, the next Con¬ 
cern was for the Trade coming from the 
Wcft-lndies: And that, Thirdly, 'twas 
necellary fome Care fhould be taken of 
the Tranfoorts with the Troops front 
Ireland: Which latter depending on the 
hop’d-for Succefs at Limerick, it would 
confequently be the laid Service, in or¬ 
der of Time: But that, however. Her 
Majefty left it to his Choice, to place 
the Fleet in fuch a Station as might beft 
anfwer thefe Ends, becaufe, as a Sea¬ 
man, he could beft judge of it, and 
that it greatly depended upon the In¬ 
telligence he might have from Brcjl, 
with relation to the French Fleet, or 
from the Sea oft of the Coaft of Ire- 
land, which probably the Wejl-Indi.t 
Ships would fir ft make 5 or from Kin- 
Jale, whence he might have the earlieft 
Notice of the Tranfports intended 
from that Kingdom. But in regard he 
thought it neceflary the Three-deck’d 
Ships fhould be fent home at the expi¬ 
ration of this Month, Her Majefty was 
pleafed to Approve thereof, and dire- 
(fted that they fhould be accordingly 
Cent to Spit he ad. 

Soon. 
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Soon after this, he received a Letter Tj:e^f 

from the Lords of the Admiralty, by mira!ty 
which, hot only his own, but theOpi - demand, 

ni@n of the Flag-Officers, was defired, 
How long it might be convenient to may t>e 
keep the Fleet at Sea in a Body ? How 
long they might be ventured at Sea, in at0 ekeep 
cafe the French did not Difarm their the Mat 

Ships, or the Queen's Service IhouldJ'”^ 
require fo great a Fleet ? And when 
the great Ships could no longer keep 
the Sea, where they might with moft 
fafety remain, for fome time, before 
they were laid up, and be ready to 
join the reft of the Fleet, in cafe the 
French Ihould come upon our Coaft > 

ing, viz. 

EngliSh. 

Admiral Rttjjell. 

Admiral Killegren?. 
Vice-Admiral Afhly. 
Vice-Admiral Delavall. 

Rear-Admiral Rooke- 
Rear-Admiral Shovell. 

Whereupon a Council of War was A Counci 

called the 19th of Auguji, 1691, where ^FT 
were prefent the Flag Officers follow-™ 

Dutch» 
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Admiral Almonde. 
Vice-Admiral Vandeputte. 
Vice-Admiral Callentberg. 
Rear-Admiral Evertfn* 

Who taking the feveral Particulars in¬ 
fo Confideration, determined that the 
following Anfwers Ihould be made 
thereunto, viz. 

I. That it was not convenient for 
Her Majefty’s Service to continue 
at Sea with the Fleet longer than 
the la ft of An gif. 

SI. But that if the Service did ab- 
folutely require their continuing 
out longer, the utmoft Time for 
their keeping out ought not to ex¬ 
ceed the loth of September. 

III. That when the great Ships could 
no longer keep the Sea, the pro- 
pereft Place for them to remain at 
for farther Orders, was Spithead. 

And it was alfo Agreed,That between 
10 and so Leagues W. S. W.-froni 

o 

Sciuy, was the moft proper Station for 
the Fleet to lie in, to do Service. 

This 
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This Refolution of the Flag Officers 

being communicated to the Queen in 
Council, Her Majefiy was pleas'd to let 
the Admiral know. That alt ho' jhe had, Mr m*. 
by former Orders, fuff dent ly informed him piHure 
what Services She expefted from the Fleets fgnifitd 
yet fince the French were now in Camoret f^e 

Bay,and that probably he might have an op- a Luncil 

portunity of attaching them, She though it f Wr¬ 
ought not to be neglected 5 and the rather„ 
for that it was reafonable to believe, the At¬ 
tempt might be made before the Expiration 
of the Time the Countil of War had limi¬ 
ted for fending home the great Ships. How¬ 
ever, Her Majefiy conjidcring the Seafon 
of the Tear, which was far advanced, and 

other Accidents at Sea, (not to be fore fen 
or judged of at Land) did not think, Jit 
pofitively to Command the Fleet's returning 
before Bred:, but declared She would be fa- 
tisjied with the Refolution of a Council of 
War in that Matter $ alt ho' She thought no¬ 
thing Jo Definable, or jo much for the 
Public4 Interejl as a Battel, could it be 

attempted without too great Hazard on the 
French Coaft. 

The Admiral returned an Anfwer to rhe 
Her Majefiy the 24th, and withal ob- 
ferved, that he had no Orders from the tue, that 

Lords of the Admiralty to obey either he i!cr.' 
the King’s or Her Majefly’s Commands, tilJL 

miralty fa remain in Torbay t>U farther Order 

as 
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2S my Lord Torrwgton formerly had, 
when he Commanded the Fleet 5 nor 
any Orders from their Lordfhips con¬ 
tradictory to their firft Inflrudions, 
(altho he had feveral times writ to 
them on that Subject) which directed 
him at his return to Torbay, to remain 
there till farther Orders • and that al¬ 
tho’, upon confidering the Contents of 
the foregoing Letter from the Secretary 
of State, he had once refolved to fail 5 
yet in regard of the Hazard, and the 
Inconveniencies he might be expofed 
to, he did not think it fafe for him to 
carry the Fleet to Sea without Sailing 

. Orders. The day after he had dif- 
di If*' patched this Anfwer he called a Coun- 
War de. eil of War, who came to the follow- 
hut St. *n§ Solutions, in relation to the at- 
tacking tacking the French Fleet in Camfrci 
the Bay, 

*‘«Camo' c That altho* the French Fleet was 
iet Bay. ‘ there, yet confidering the Scarcity of 

‘ Provifions, and the bad Weather that 
“might be expeded at this Seafon of 
* the Year, it was in no wife Advife- 
* able to make any Attempt upon them 
4 there. 

They alfo adhered to their former , 
Opinions, ‘ That the mofi: proper Sta¬ 
tion for the Fleet to lie in, was 10 or 
4 20 Leagues W. S. W. from Sally5 and 

‘ that 
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*that they ought not to continue in a 
‘Body longer than the laft of thisMonth, 
4 unlefs there fhould be an abfolute ne- 
5 ceflity$ and if fo, not beyond the ioth 
4 of September, But it was thought ne- 
4 ceflary (if Wind and Weather would 
4 permit) to go before Ufount, (and 
4 not Breji) that the French might know 
4 we were at Sea, and then forthwith 
4 to return to the Station off of SciUy. 

Nor were they infen fible, ‘ That a 
4 Battel would be of great Advantage to 
4 the Publick, but wifiled the Enemy 
4 would give the Opportunity, without 
4 putting the Fleet under hazard of De~ 
4 ftru&ion, by attempting them in their 
4 Harbours at the approach of the 
4 Winter Seafon. 

And upon debating what Squadron 
of Ships ought to be kept at Sea, after 
fending in thofe of three Decks, it was 
found, ‘ That none of the Ships of the 
4 StatesGeneral could continue out.3 for 
4 their Provilions would laft no longer 
* than the 20th of September, and His 
‘Majefty’sOrders requir’d their returning 
4 then to Holland; So that if the Queen 
4 expected their longer ftay .there wanted 
4 Orders from His Majefty for the fame, 
1 as wTell as for their Re-victualling5 for 
4 the King being Stadtholder of that 
4 Country, their Admirals received all 

H 4 their 
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* their Inftruftions immediately from 
‘ him. 

‘ But notwithftanding it was theOpi- 
‘ nionof the Council oi War, that there 
‘ was an abfiolute Neeeffity for a Squa- 
* dron to be kept abroad, and that if a 
‘ fufficient quantity of Viftuals could be 
* provided, a Detachment of proper 
‘ Ships might be made for a Month 5 
‘ yet they were cautious in advifing the 
* Number, not knowing what ftrength 
4 the French would have at Sea. 

The 25th of Angujl, the Admiral re- 
ZderJ ceived Orders from the Lords of the 
the Fleet Admiralty, prepared in obedience to 
Zd'toiu Her Majefty’s Pleafure, fignify’d at the 
in a pro. Cabinet Council, whereby he was di- 
perstati- forthwith to proceed to Sea, and 
The'me“ to lie in fuch a Station as he judged 
French moft proper, as well for meeting with 
faXThe fhe French Fleet, Ihould they come out 
'Tr*de. again, as the Security of the Homeward- 

bound Trade, the Ships in the Shannon, 
and the intercepting Succours from France 
to Ireland: But when the Firft and Second 
Rates could be no longer continu’d with 
Safety at Sea, he was to order them 
to Spit head, and there to remain till 
further Dire&ions, firft appointing the 
Ships of final ler Rates (both Engl iff) and 
Dutch) that were in condition, to cruize 
fill the 30th of September (if their Pro- 

visions 
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vifions would laft fo long) in the moft 
proper Station for anfwering the three 
laft Services before-mention’d : which 

i * ! 

Station their Lordftiips were of opinion 
ought to be between 20 and 30 Leagues 
S. W. off of Cape Clear, though they 
thought fit to leave that Matter to his 
Difcretion. He was alio further di- 
fe&ed, at his return with the great Ships, 
to appoint three of the EttgUfo Flag Offi¬ 
cers to remain with the Cruizing-Squa- 
dron, and to order the Commander in 
chief, at the expiration of his Cruize, 
to bring home with him the Ships of 
War in the Shannon. 

Purfuant to thefe Orders, the Admi- " 
fat put to Sea with the very firft op- 
portunity of a Wind, and on the 31ft 
of Augufl, about ro in the Morning, 
made the Land of TJjhant. The Fleet 
flood in till fix that Night, and then, 
being but four Leagues from the Shore, 
tackt and laid it off with an ealie Sail 
till break of Day, at which time they 
flood in again. At 12 at Noon, be¬ 
ing about three Leagues from the Land, 
and feeing nothing like a Sail, lie bent 
his comic for the Lizard, 10 Leagues 
W. S. W. from which place was the 
appointed Station. 

Had the French inclined to a Battel, 
a fairer Opportunity than this could 

H. 2 not 
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not have been given them • for they 
might have had the Advantage of the 
Weather-Gage on their own Coaft. 

The Fleet was now in great want of 
Beer, which obliged the Admiral to de¬ 
fire that fome Veflels might be fent to 
Kittfale with a fupply, that a ftop might 
be put to the Inconvenience and Cla¬ 
mour which otherwife would attend 
the Mens drinking Water in the Win¬ 
ter ^ and he reprefented it as his own 

m'rJilf * bought, That without a prefent Pro- 
opTmm I'pect of doing Service, the hazard fo 
thi great many unweildy Ships would run in 
furht not ^on5 Nights, attended with fo uncertain 
to be ha- Weather, was too great, fince the Na- 

stlon ft°°d in need of nothing more, at 
piefmt ' that time, than a Squadron ftrong e- 
Ptofpeti nough to proteft the Homeward-bound 
of ser. yn*(je to ref]ft what Force the French 
*i)lC C f 

would probably fet forth, and to give 
Countenance to our Affairs in Ireland : 
AH which Services were but too- much 
hinder’d by the whole Fleet's going out 
again $ for had the three Deckt Ships 
been furnifhed with Provilions fufficienC 
only to have carried them to their 
Ports, the others might have been much 
fooner fupply’d, and difpatched to their 
intended Station : Nor could his Appre- 
henfions be thought without weight, 
that the dividing' our Strength at Sea, 

might 
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might have very much expofed us$ for 
had the French got notice of our Intenti¬ 
ons, it was reafonable to think they 
would not have dipt fo promising an 
Opportunity of intercepting fo many 
of the be ft Ships of England and Hol¬ 

land-, for with an Eafterly W ind they 
might have reach’d the Lizard, by 
which Place the Detachment from our 
Fleet would have been obliged to 
pa fs. 

He alfo objected againft the great The m. 
Ships going to Spithcad, becaufe the“;^nf 
Danger of the Sands there is little lefs figamjl 

than in their Paflageupthe River : Be-^’f ?'wr 
fldes, an Opportunity of Wind might 
thereby have been loft for carrying’Spit- 
them about, which would not only jwj’ 
have encreafed the Charge, by keeping >n. 

the Men longer in pay, but alfo have 
delay’d their refitting: A Work that 
call’d for all Diligence and Application, 
ftnee fo great a Number of Capital Ships 
were to be Dcckt, and Repair’d for the 
next Summer’s Service. 

And that I may in fome meafure 
fhew what hazard the Great, and con- 
fequently Laborious, Ships do run at 
fuch a Seafon of the Year, take the fol¬ 
lowing Ipftance thereof, viz. 

The 
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z^-ftbe *he Fleet being in the Soundings the 
whole 2d of September, rnet with fuch a vio- 
*'le ‘ run lent Storm, that all which could poffi- 
%*m jn Fly be clone for its Prefervation, was 
<wSoun- to bear up for fo dangerous a Port as 
thE’ imoitth • and what from the violence 
forced °1 the Wind, and the hazinefs of the 
them to Weather, the Ships were fo confufedly 
ZrZ Scattered, that the greateft part of them 
mouth, were not feen when the Admiral him- 

felf came to an Anchor in the Sound • 
But when it grew fomewhat clearer, 
one of the Second Rates (which prov’d 
to he the Coronation) was difeovered at 
Anchor ofF of the Ram-head, without 
any thing handing but the Enhgn-ftaff, 
and foon after fhe Founder’d, her Com¬ 
mander, Captain Skelton, together with 
her Company, except a very inconfi- 
derable Number, being loft. Many of 
thebiggeft Ships, were not able to wea¬ 
ther the Eaftermoft point of Land at 
the Entrance into Plimouth Sound, and 
therefore were conftrain’d to take San¬ 
ctuary there, in that unavoidable Con- 
fufion, which a Lee Shore, thick Wea¬ 
ther, and a very hard Gale of Wind 
will always occadon : Infomuch, that 
the Harwich, a Third Rate, ran on 
Shore and bulged near Mount Edeecombe 
Houfe, and the Royal-Oak and Northum- 

berlartd tailed on the Ground, though 
afterwards 
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afterwarks they were luckily got off. 
A great Z)«n7j Ship was Teen at Anchor 
above five Leagues in the Offing, with 
all her Mails gone, and feveral there 
were that very narrowly efcaped the 
Danger of the E dijlone. The Ships that 
were to Windward had indeed the good 
fortune to carry it clear but although 
it pleafed God to terminate this Matter 
with no other lofs than is already men¬ 
tioned, unlefs in Malls, Sails and Rig¬ 
ging, which were intolerably lhatter’d, 
yet, in the Eye of Common Reafon, it 
might have proved of fatal confequence. 

Many Obje&ions were made, at the 
beginning of the War, againffc the 
Fleet’s returning fo late into the Sea, 
though at that time it conlifted of no 
more than 60 Sail, and but one of them 
fuperior to a Third Rate : And confe- 
quently a greater Hazard was now run 
with a Fleet of 80 Ships, 26 of which 
were of the greater!: Magnitude. Nor 
could the French themfelves have de- 
fired a better Game, than to fee the 
Strength of England and Flolland con¬ 
tending with Winds and Waves, at a 
time when they fecured themfelves in 
Harbour. 

The Admiral having given Orders for 
refitting fuch Ships, within his reach, 
as had received damage, and left 

H 4 Sir 
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mtrafffr 5'ir Cl°ndejly Shovel! at Plimonth to fee the 
rives *ame performd put to Sea, and arriv’d 
Sc. Hd- at St. Hellens the 8th of September in the 

Afternoon 5 but before he fail’d, 
Si>-ciou. he ordered Sir Cloudejly to fend five 
Shovca ^ourt^-> fhree Fifth, and two Sixth 

ft the hates, to cruize in the Soundings, in fuch 
p7?s a\ lumbers together, and in fuch Stations, 

imoiMi. 2g n-,.jg{]t mo(t effectually conduce to the 

Security of the Homeward-bound Mer¬ 
chant Ships, and then, with the reft of 
the Ships fit for Sea, to repair to Spit- 
head. 

'The three Soon after, he received Orders from 
sbfs0y ^ie ^01^s of the Admiralty to fend the 
d^iphree Deckt Ships about to Chatham, 
'»Cha- grounded (as i fuppofe) upon the In- 
TTT conveniencies he had reprefented might 
great attend their continuing at Spithead: And 
D'irch His Majefty’s Pleafure was fignify’d to 

the Dutch. Admiral,That he fhould like- 
wife repair home with the great Ships 
of the States General. But fince Her 
Majefty had ordered to Sea a Squadron 
of goShips, and as many more as were 
in condition, to intercept Succours from 
Prance to Limerick^ Admiral Almond was 
jorbid to fend homeany of hisSquadron, 
under the iff and 2d Rate, that were 
fit to be continued on Service, but to 
employ them, on this Occasion, in con¬ 
junction with our Ships, without infift- 
angon the ex$Ct Proportion. The 

L 

r 
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The Squadron of Englijh and Dutch 

Ships being formed, the Admiral fent 
a Lift of their Names to the Secretary 
of State, and acquainted him, that they 
ftiould be fent away with all pofliblc 
difpatch 5 but obferved withal. That if 
the French arrived at Limerick,■ before 
this Force could get thither, the finall 
Squadron there would run the greateft 
hazard of being deftroy’d. 

Sir Ralph Delavall (then Vice Admi- 5*rR*Iph 
ral of the Blue) was appointed to com-^J/1 
mand on this Expedition, and ordered « 
to govern himfelf according to the fol-^T** 
lowing Inftruftions: sZn- 

dings. 

In the fir ft place he was ordered touts in. 
take under his command the En- flrtiffiom. 

glijh and Dutch Ships mentioned 
in an annexed Lift, and to fend 
fuch of them as were firft ready, 
to the appointed Station, between 
20 and 30 Leagues S.VV. off Cape 
Clear, to which place he was to 
follow with the reft as foon as 
Tvvas poffible. 

There he was to cruize in fuch man¬ 
ner as he ftiould judge moft pro¬ 
per, to proteft the Trade and pre¬ 
vent the Town of Limericks being 
fuccoured by the French, which 
twas reported they did intend to 



do, with 2o Ships of War, under 
command of Monfieur Chateau Re¬ 
nault. 

He was cautioned to have a particular 
Regard to the fafety of the Squa¬ 
dron that had for fome time been 

. employ’d under command of Cap¬ 
tain Coal in the Shannon, and or¬ 
dered to bring them thence at his 
return home, if not otherwife di- 
fpofed of by the Lords of the Ad¬ 
miralty. 

But notwitftanding thefe Orders poin¬ 
ted out a particular Station, if 
(from any Intelligence of the E- 
nemy’s Proceedings) he fliould 
judge it for the Service to alter the 
fame, it was entirely left to his 
Difcretion ; and the time Emitted 
for his Cruize was the 30th of 
this prefent Month, when he was 
to return to Spithead, and to fend 
the feveral Ships to the refpedtive 
Places affign’d for their being re¬ 
fitted at, if he received not Orders 
to the contrary before. 

To thefe Inftruftions Her Majefty in 
Council was pleafed to direft the fol¬ 
lowing Particulars lhould be added, 
viz 0 * 

1. That 
t % 

— 

- - 
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t. That he fhould continue on the 
Station till the 15th of October, un- 
lefs he received other Orders, or 
that he did fooner hear of the 
Surrender of Limerick. 

2. That he (hould not recal the Ships 
from the Shannon, without the 
Confent of the Lieutenant Gene¬ 
ral. 

That which cccahon’d the forbidding rhe Rea. 

his calling off the aforefaid Ships in the 
Shannon, was a Letter from the Lieute- Ddavfii 
nant General, fignifying his Doubts, 
that if thofe Ships were recall'd. Lime- 
rick, could not be taken this Year; butsbfp! * 
that, otherwife, he was in hopes to be from the 

■ Matter of it in a Month. The Reafons Shannon 
he gave were thefe, That he could ttay 
longer before the Town, having Ships to 
carry off his Cannon, and that, for 
wantoffuch a Convenience, he might 
be obliged to leave the Cannon behind 
him, if he fucceeded not. He was alfo 
of Opinion, That the Ships would be 
very ufeful in preventing Succours from 
the French, and that fince they were fo 
near tire Town, he did not forefee 
any great Danger would attend them, 
for that the Enemy would not be fond 
of venturing their Squadron 50 Miles 
up the Shannon, at a time when we had 
a Strength at Sea, Sir 
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/on^lph ^>ir Delavall was thrice beaten 
back to back by contrary Winds, and having 
Torbay, attempted a fourth time to get out, he 
hid fem Was tbe 16th of October obliged to bear 
times at- up for Torbay, where he received Or- 
tended derSi the jgf]^ to proceed 15 Leagues 
%lnd‘then W. from Scil/j, with fuch part of the 
ordered Squadron as remain’d:, for the King had 
Soun-* or^erec^ five of the Dutch Ships from 
dings bim, two of them to Holland, and the 
■aith^art other three to the Streights. At this 
s/u/dron time Sir Ralph was informed by the 

Mafter of a French Ship taken by the 
Dutch, that he was io Days before in 

il'J'lfcf Company of 30 French Ships of War, 
3 o French and 20 Merchant Ships, near Bell Ifle, 
Men cf the latter loaden with Corn and Provi- 
,Tshill bons 5 and that it was reported by the 
with Mafter of one of thofe Merchant Ships, 
Proviji- they did intend, when the Squadron 
where got out to Sea, to divide in the manner 
they mm following, viz. Ten of the Men of War, 
bmnd' with feme of the Ships with Corn, for 

the Weft Indies5 other 10 Men of War, 
and the remaining Provifion Ships, for 
Limerick --, and the reft for the Streights. 

The Squadron again put to Sea, but 
rheScjua- the want of Provifions (a thing which 
S;r frequently happen'd, and very much 
head for obftru&ed Service) and the bad condi¬ 

tion of the Ships, foon obliged them to 
return to Spit herd 1 nor were the Dutch 

'willing 
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Willing to go to Ireland, as was propo- 
fed : But the French not attempting to 
relieve Limericks (as 'twas reported,and rendredy 

believed they would) that Town foon 
furrendred ^ which Suceefs was follow d aim of 
by a total Reduction of a Kingdom that lreh?£ 
had proved fo long troublefome to our iZel, 
Affairs. 

Having now attended the Motions 
of the Grand Fleet, and the Detached 
Squadrons, from the time of their, lea¬ 
ving, to that of their returning to their 
refpective Harbours, and there being 
nothing more of this Year’s Expedition 
at home to Treat of, than what relates 
to the Winter-Guard, which affords 
little of Moment, befides what pafs’d 
between fingle Ships of ours, and thofe 
of the French, when they happened to 
meet with and encounter each other, I 
fhall not trouble you with an Account 
of thofe Matters, but proceed to fuch 
remarkable Ira nut cl ions as happen’d in 
the Weft-Indies $ and I do the rather 
choofe to mention the fame in this 
Place, altho1 the Squadron commanded 
by Captain Farrrence Wright was fent: 
thither towards the clofe of the Year 
1689, for that this Year compleated 
the faid Expedition, and that the whole 
will thereby the better appear toge¬ 
ther, which it would not have done, 

■ •. had 
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had I given a difrinet Account of each' 
Year’s Tranfaftions in thofe Parts. 

captain The 21ft of December, i63q, the a- 
^•nce f°refa,d Captain Wright was appointed 
Wright Commander in Chief of the Ships and 
appointed Veflels defigned for the Weft-ladies, be- 
mand a inS one Third Rate, feven Fourths, two 
squadron Fifths, two Firefhips, and one Ketch.' 

fMVdt was orc^ere(^ t° Rendezvous with 
Indies, them at Plimouth,there to take on board 

a Regiment of Foot of his Grace the 
Duke of Boltons, and that being done 
to proceed to Barbadoes, and eonfult 
with the Governor and Council how 
to fecure the Eaglifto Plantations, and 
recover thofe that might be fallen into 

nis in- the hands of the French: But he was 
fiTuttions. not to ftay longer there than was abfo- 

lutely neceflary for refrefhing the Regi¬ 
ment, and to take in fuch Men, or Pro- 
vifions,as the faid Governor and Coun¬ 
cil Ihould think proper. Then he was 
to repair to fuch of the Leeward Car- 
ribbe Iflands, a's (by Intelligence of the 
Enemy’s Proceedings, and his Advife- 
ing with the aforefaid Governor and 
Council) Ihould be thought molt for 
the Service : And if he faw a good op¬ 
portunity of attacking the Enemy, or 
their Ships, at Martinico, or elfewhere 
in his Pafiage to the aforefaid blinds, 
it was recommended to him to make 

the 
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the beft ufe thereof that poffibly he 
could. 

At the Leeward Iflands he was to ap¬ 
ply himfelf to General Coddrington, and 
in all Things relating to the Land-Ser¬ 
vice, to aft according to his Direftions, 
and the Opinion of a Council of War, 
either for landing the Regiment and 
attacking the French Colonies, recove¬ 
ring any of our Iflands, or annoying 
the Enemy in any other manner. In 
Enterprizes at Sea, he was to aft as 
fhould be advifed by the Governor and 
Councils of War, when he had Oppor¬ 
tunities of Confulting them^ and when 
'twas neceflary, to fpare as many Sea¬ 
men as he could, with regard to the Safe¬ 
ty of the Ships. And that the Iflands 
might not be expofed to Infults, he was 
forbid to fend any Ships from the Squa¬ 
dron till fuch time as the Governor 
and Council were informed thereof,and 
fatisfied that the Service did not require 
their immediate Attendance. 

If, when he arrived in the Leeward 
Iflands he found them all in the Poflef- 
fion of the French, and that it fhould 
not be judged requifite to remain there, 
or to attempt the Enemy in thofe Parts, 
he was,without delay, to repair to Bar- 
ha does, there to Confult with the Go¬ 
vernor and Council, whether it might 

not 
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not be moft for the Service to ftay with 
all, or any of the Ships, or to go to 
other of the Plantations for their De¬ 
fence $ and purfuant to what fhould be 
fo agreed on,he was to proceed, and to 
do the beft Service in his Power, till he 
received Orders to return to England. 
And left the French fhould attempt any 
of the Dutch Plantations, and prevail 
upon them for want of timely Affi- 
ftance, it was recommended to him to 
give them what Help the Circumftances 
of our own Affairs, both by Sea and 
Land, would conveniently admit of. 

Captain Wright failed from PUncouth 
the 8th of March, 1689, with a confi- 
derable number of Merchant Ships un¬ 
der his Convoy ^ but fucli was the ex¬ 
tremity of the Weather not long after 
he parted with the Land, that moft of 
the Ships received very confiderable 
Damage, efpecially in their Mafts, Sails, 
and Rigging ^ and after he had beat it 
up and down feveral days without fee¬ 
ing any of his Squadron, or of the 
Merchant Ships, he got into the Road 
of Funchal'l, on the Ifland of Madera, 

the 2d of April, 1690, where he found 
all the Men of War, except the Jerfej, 
Quern fey, Quaker Ketch, and Richard and 
John Ftrefhip, and about 20 Sail of 
the Merchant Ships. Here he ftayed to 

Re- 
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Recruit, and to take in Wide for the 
Men in Read of Beer, as is ufual iri 
fuch Voyages, and then fet fail for 
Barbadocx, where he came to an Anchor 
in Cariijk Bay the nth of May follow¬ 
ing, but in fo fickly a condition, that 
’twas difficult to find a number of heal- 

I 

thy Men to get up his Anchors; tho5 
the Sick foon recovered by the Care 
that -was taken to put them on Shoar, 
and to provide them Necdlaries when 
there. The next day the Squadron 
failed towards the Leeward Ifiands, and 
anchoring the loth of June in Nevk 
Road, where the Land Forces were em¬ 
barked, it was agreed, at night, by a 
Genera! Council of War, That the 
Commadore, with five of his Squadron, 
and three light Sloops, (hould firfi: fail 
along Shoar, not only to alarm the 
Enemy, but to draw them after him, 
which he accordingly endeavoured to 
do, but the Army not arriving time 
enough,the day unfortunately appear’d 
before they could reach Friggot’s Bay, 
the Place appointed to land at 5 fo that* 
being difeovered, they durfi: not then 
attempt it, becaufe the Enemy werefo 
ftrongly intrenched. The following 
afternoon it was agreed, that Sir Timo¬ 
thy Thornhill, with about 500 Men, 
fbould, the >id- at night, land in 
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the Bay Eaftward to that of Friggct s 
Bay, and accordingly the Men were all 
put on Shear about One in the mor¬ 
ning. and begun their March up the 
Hilts by the Abidance of a Black Guide. 
- Somewhat before day, being on the 
Weft-tide of the Top of the Hill, they 
met with a Party of French, who were 
by our Men foon put to their Heels, 
and followed fo elofely, that they en- 
tred with them into their Trenches, 

i hey 

march to, 

and at¬ 

tack 

Back- 
Srar, de¬ 
feating 

feveral 
Parties 

of the 

Ene??iy. 

where indeed they made a flout Refi- 
ftance for alrnoft two hours: But fuch 
Bravery was (hewn on our Side, efpe- 
cially lay the Officer who Commanded, 
that the French were beaten out of 
their Trenches, and put a Second time 
to the Run. In the Heat of this Aftion 
the reft of the Army landed, and about 
Seven in the morning pitched their 
Colours in the Enemy’s Trenches^ and 
being foon after drawn out, they be¬ 
gan "their March for Back-Star, having 
feveral Hills to pafs over, between two 
of which the routed French had polled 
themfelves in order to a Second Com¬ 
bat. 

So foon as our Forces came up, the 
Enemy fired vigoroufly on them, but 
were anfwer’d fo warmly, that after an 
hour’s Difpute they ran, and did not 
appear again to impede General Cod- 
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drington (who was now at the Head of 
our Men) in his March to Bacl^Star. 

At Eleven in the morning the Squa¬ 
dron weighed and failed to Back-Star 

Koad, with intent to batter the Town 
and Forts, but the French eafed them of 
that Trouble; for at our Approach 
they ftruck their Colours, and left their 
Forts and the Town, part whereof they The rw,!, 
fet on fire, and betook themfelves to 
the Mountains. The Army, confining wA. 
of about 5000 Men, (Seamen included) 
marched on, burning all before them, 
and in the evening lodg’d themfelves 
in a Plain, about a Mile from the Town, 
near the Jefuits College. 

I may not here omit taking notice 
of the Zeal and Bravery of the Officers 
and Men, but more particularly of 
Sir Timothy Thornhill, who, tho’ very 
much wounded at the firft entrance in¬ 
to the French Trenches, did neverthe- 
lefs go on till they were routed, and 
fuffered not his Wound to be drefs’d 
before he came on board the Squa¬ 
dron. 

In this Scuffle we had killed and 
wounded about 130 Men, and Captain 
Keigvp'm, who was appointed Colonel 
of the Marine Regiment, (which con- 
fifted of about 230 Seamen) was flbot 

•through the Thigh, of which Wound 
l 2 be 
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he died before he could be carried on 
board: And Captain Britban, who acted 
as Firft Captain to the Marines, recei¬ 
ved a Shot through the Body, and died 
of the fame the next night on board 
the Brijlol. 

The General began his March the 
24th towards the Englifo Fort,and ’twas 
thought neceflary that the Squadron 
(hould fail to, and anchor in the old 
Road, till fuch time as the Army ap¬ 
peared, which they did in the evening, 
and being encamped, refted that night 
and the next day. 

The 26th,early in the morning,they 
marched from Phrips Bay, and part en- 
camped about three quarters of a Mile 

ches with from the Fort, fome about half a Mile’s 
#fphrPs ^iftance, and others marched up Brim- 
Bay, ip ftone Hill, an Eminence that looked 

into the Fort. 
The 30th, two Chafe Guns were 

mounted of about 9 Feet long, carry¬ 
ing fome what above a Five Pound Shot, 
and the General fending the Comma- 
dore word, that he (hould be ready 
next morning to fire into the Fort, he 
weighed with his feven Ships, and paf- 

mack'd fin5 hy the Fort within half Shot, fired 
his upper Tire of Guns, the lower not 
being able to do Service. After the 
Ships were all pafs’d, they ply’d to 

Wind- 

General 
Cod« 
dring- 
ton fnttr* 
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Windward, and being got a fecond 
time into their fir ft Order, they again 
pafs’d by the Fort 5 but not being ca¬ 
pable of doing any considerable Da¬ 
mage, they ply ’cl to Windward, and 
anchored in the Road ; and in this Skir- 
rnifh was loft the Gunner of the Ajfi- 
flance, and five Men were wounded. 

The chief Officers being met in Coun- A Cmnc,i 
cil the ad of July, 1690, it was the ge- \a^r 
neral Opinion, That it was neceflary 
to put nine good Guns on Shoar, in 
order to batter the Fort, and that the 
Army Should intrench, and endeavour 
to gain Ground on the Enemy. Im¬ 
mediately nine Twelve Pounders were 
put on Shoar, and, with the help of 
the Seamen, mounted in their Carria¬ 
ges the 6th; fo that now all was ready 
but the Platform and Trenches; but in 
the mean while the Guns from the Hill 
gauled the Fort, by beating down the 
Houfes; nor were the Enemy behind¬ 
hand in their Endeavours to mifehief 
us with their great Guns and Small 
Arms. 

Some days after, the General began 
bis March with 800 Men round the 
Ifland, to bring in all the Stragglers he 
could meet with, and to fight any Bo¬ 
dy of French that Should attempt to 
face him, the reft of the Army flaying 

I 3 in 
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in tlicii proper Poft, and daily ap~ 
moaching nearer the Enemy, by the 
»e!n of Retrenchments. 

E was not long e re the General re~ 
tinned, and Drought with him manv 
Negroes, and fcveral French Men who 
quirted their Arms and furrendred * 

■^eEne and the 12th, in the afternoon, the 
Vrifif lrcnch a Flag of Truce from, the' 
Truce,„„d Fort, defiling three Days Deflation, 

vvhich being followed the next mor- 
ning with Articles of Surrender, the 
Fort was given up,the French march inc 
out with all the Baggage they could car- 
Dr, and about 40 Gentlemen were al¬ 
lowed their Arms. When our People 
came into the Fort, they were not 4 
little furprized to fee the Houfes to 
miferably (batter'd, by the Shot only 
from the two Guns on the Hill, which 
the Enemy contefs’d did con (train them 
to Surrender much fooner than other- 
wife they would have done. 

sn- Ti- The 17th a Council of War was cal- 
led, and it was refolved that Sir Ttmo- 

hill with thy Thornhill (hould march with his Ke- 
f ff giment to Stack, where he arrived on 
dstlfl £jlc without any refinance, and 

the Squadron anchored there the fame 
Evening. The 20th, there was a Par¬ 
ley, but no Agreement, and the next 
TA__ W_ _ \ Tk -r rrx 7 1 . iv three of the ¥ j. Men ot War anchored 

within 
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within (hot of the Fort, which (fill hold¬ 
out, although they were warmly ply'd 
from the Sea, and the four Guns on 
Shore. The People who defended tills 
Fort (laid to be'no more than So) be¬ 
haved themfelves with great bravery, 
firing only towards the Land, and 
wholly neglecting what was done a- 
gainft them from the Sea: But the other 
Battery of two Guns being fixed the 
23d, and feveral (hot fired from thence, _ 
a Flag of Truce was fent from the Fort 
in the Afternoon, and the next Mor- y«-v. 
ning our People marched in upon the 
Enemy’s furrender. 

The 2.6th at Night, the Squadron rtesqm- 

failed, and the next Day anchored at drm™- 

St.ChriJiophers, in the Sandy Bay, Wed- {ft.'chri- 
ward of the Fort, where they took on ftophers, 
board the Guns that were mounted oirl’"'a, . 

. . Council 0] 
Shore : But the Army being now very wv a- 
fickly of the Flux, a General Council 
was held the 3d, where it was agreed 
not to attempt any other Place till the tempts 
Men were in better Health, and that T!the 

. . . . n 1 A«» were 
the Hurricanes, daily expected, • were recover4. 

over * fo that on the 2d of Aitgnfl the 
Squadron failed to the old Road, and 
Watered, and the next Morning to 
Nevis - but the Winds fhifting to the 
W. N.W, obliged them to weigh from 1 
thence, and on the ^th they came to 

I 4 an 

1rreea to 

make no 

wore at- 



120 Tranfaliions at Sea, See. 
an Anchor off of the Five Iflands at 
Antegoa, where they put the Soldiers on 
Shore, and ffupplied themfelves with 
Wood, and departing thence the 7th, 
plied for Barba does, where they arrived 
the 13th. The Commadore was fearful 
the Hurricanes might take him in this 
Road, and therefoie fail d the next Hay 
about 30 Leagues Southward, the bet¬ 
ter to avoid thofe boifterous Winds, it 
being intended, fo fcon as they were 
over, to attack Guar dalupe, if in condi¬ 
tion for fuch an Undertaking, 

ifasqua. The Hurricanes were no looner over 
the Squadron failed for the Leeward 

Antepoa Iffands, and on the 6th of December an- 
c^orc^ *n F*ve Ifiands Bay at Ant ego a ; 

caries but not finding General Coddrington1 
weoyer. there, they failed again the next Night, 

and anchored at Nevis, and from thence 
arriving at St. Chrijlophers, they there 
met the General. 

V •*. ARc, % The 11 th of December, 1690, a Court- 
Lim'teSd of War was called, and it was de- 

u at- ter mined to attack Guardalupc • in order 
Guard,, "fceseunro tIie General went forthwith 
]upc. ' to Nevis, Montferr at, and Antegoa, to 

get the Army in readinefs, that fo no 
time might be loft in Shipping them, 
when the Squadron fhould come to each 
of thofe Iflands 5 but by reafon of the 
great Mortality, the whole Force would 

not 
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not exceed 1500 Men, if the 350 de¬ 
fined for St. Chrijiophers were left 
there. 

The 15th of December the Squadron Tke'squa. 
failed from St. Chrijiophers, and anchored f'ves"™ 
the goth in CarUJJe Bay, where they Cariific 
were in hopes of Provifions from Ena- BaJ' b,a f , c t r r 0 wanted 
land, ror there was io great a want, provtfi. 
that, with an equal Dividend, it would «*'• 
not laft longer than the end of January $ 
nor was there lefs fcarcity of Stores : 
And the Commadore being obliged to 
fend from the Squadron the Gitem fey 
and JQtmker Ketch for the Station at Ja¬ 
maica, the Succefs to convoy the Ships 
from thence to England, and another 
Ship to do the like for thofe at Barba- 
does and the Leeward I Hands, there re¬ 
mained but (even Ships, and thofe in 
the following condition, viz. 

Mary, — Her Foremoft fprung. 
Tyger, — Had a jury Main-maft. 

<; Was (hot in the Head of' 
Afffanceher Main-maft with a 24 

L Pounder, and Leaky. 

BriftoL _$Hf jPrunS> 
J ' t the Ship Leaky. 

Antelope,—Her Main-maft was fprung, ' 
Hmpjhire, In like condition. 
Sp. Paul Fi refti ip. 

The 



122 

The Vi- 

Burning 
Ships ar¬ 

rive from 

England 

Jt Council 

of IVar 

call d up¬ 

on notice 

that i„t 
French 
Men of 

War were 

fit Mar- 

nnico. 

/ranfadtic ns at Sea, See. 
"The ,20th of January, 1690, the Vi¬ 

ctuallers arrived, under Convoy of the 
Jepfij, and all diligence was ufed in the 
diftributing toeach Ship her Proportion, 
fhe 31 ft, the Bridal returned from her 
Cruize off of Martinico, the Captain of 
which Ship reported, That 15 Days be¬ 
fore fhe faw about 14 fail of French Men 
of War enter into that Port. Upon 
this. Captain Wright called a Council 
of the Captains, before whom Captain 
Havghton declared what he had feen, 
and it was immediately agreed. That 
fix of the befc Merchant Ships fhould 
be taken up to ferveas Men of Wagn/z. 
One of 40 Guns, two of 32, and three 
of 30 Guns each together with a Fire- 
fhip, but there was not fu Si dent time 
to fit her. For the more expeditious 
Victuallingthefe Ships, three Commifii- 
oners were appointed out of the Coun¬ 
cil, namely, Col. LiUingston, and George 
Andrews and John Bromley Hfqs^ the 
Governor himfelf disbursing what Mo¬ 
ney was neceilarv for nurebafins the 
fame : But little or nothing came of 
this whole Matter, for Captain Wright, 

the Commander in Chief, falling fick, 
and there having not been fo good an 
Underftanding between himfelf and the 
Governor abroad, as might have been 
wiflied, he left the Squadron, by the 

advice 
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advice of the Phyficians, upon the fcore 
of his Health, and came to England • 
and not long after the Squadron was 
divided, fome to particular Services in 
the Weft Indies, while the remainder 
came home, and brought with them 
the Trade that was ready to fail, as will 
be more particularly related in the fol¬ 
lowing Account of Captain Wrenns Pro¬ 
ceedings in thofe Parts. c 

The latter end of October, 1691, the 
faid Captain Ralph Wrcnn, who then 
commanded the Norwich, was ordered 
to take alfo under his Command two 
other Ships of the Fourth Rate, the 
Diamond and Mordaunt, and upon ar¬ 
riving with them at St. Hellcm, he was 
to receive on board there 150 Soldiers, 
Recruits for the Duke of Boltons Regi¬ 
ment then in the Leeward I (lands. 

There were alfo other Land Forces 
to be carried inTranfport Ships, which, 
with Victuallers and the Trade, he was 
to convoy to Barbadoes, and there to 
Ray no longer than was abfolutely ns- 
ceffary for the Refrefhment of the Men, 
but to proceed to the Leeward Iflands • 
and when he came to the Weft-Indies, 
he was to take under his Command 
the Ships following, viz. the Mary, An¬ 
telope, Afjiflance, Hamfhire, and ‘Jerfty, 

(the firft being a Third, and all the reft 

Fourth 
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Fourth Rates) as alfo the St. Fire- 
fliip 5 but one of the Squadron he was 
to detach to Jamaica, to convoy the 
Trade from thence to England. 

It was particularly recommended to 
him, to employ the Ships under his 
Command fo as that they might belt 
fecure our Plantations, and annoy the 
Enemy 5 and in the Spring of the Year 
he was ordered to return to England. 

When there might be occafion for 
any Enterprize at Land, he was to go¬ 
vern himfelf as (hould be directed by 
Colonel Coddrington, General of the Lee¬ 
ward Iflands, and a Council of War $ 
and upon Enterprizes at Sea, he was to 
advife with them; as in like cafe he 
was to do, during his ftay at Barbados* 
and at all fuch Councils of War as the 
Governors fhould affemble, wherein the 
Service of the Squadron was required, 
he was to prefide next to the faid Go¬ 
vernors, and three of the eldeft Cap¬ 
tains of the Squadron were to have 
Votes at thole Confutations. 

Thus was Captain Wrenn Inftru&ed, 
and the 12th of December he failed from 
Vlimoidh. The 16th of the next Month 
he arrived at Barbadoes 3 but before he 
came to Anchor, he received advice by 
a Sloop from the Governor, that Nine 
French Ships of War were feen to Lee¬ 

ward 
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ward of the Ifland, and that there was 
among them the Jerjey, a Fourth Rate 
of ours, which had been taken fome 
time before off of Dominico. 

At Barbadoes the Commadore was 
join’d by the Antelope, and Mary, and 
there he had advice that the Ajjlftance. 
Hampjhire, and St. Paul Firefhip, part of 
the Ships that were to compofe his 
Squadron, were at the Leeward Iflands. 

The 23d, the Governor called a 
Council of War, and ’twas agreed. 
That fo foon as the Antelope could be 
got ready, all the Ships fhould proceed 
dire&ly for Antegoa ^ but prefently af¬ 
ter this a Sloop arrives, which had been 
fent to Martinico with Prifoners, and 
gave an account, that the French had 
18 Ships of War in thofe Parts, and 
that 8 of them were actually cruizing 
off Barbadoes, and the reft fitting out 
with all Expedition ^ fo that on the 
25th another Council was aflembledf 
and then 'twas agreed, that two Mer* 
chant Ships fhould be taken up, and 
fitted, and that, With their affiftance, 
the Squadron fhould attempt the E- 
nemy. 

All things being ready, and the Sob 
diers put on board the Men of War, the 
Squadron failed the 30th of "January„ 
and plied to the Windward, it con- 

fifting 
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fifting of five Ships of War, two hir’d 
Ships, and two Privateer Sloops. 

They continued to cruize five Days, 
but finding none of the Enemy’s Ships, 
the Commadore returned to Barbadoes, 
and there another Council of War was 
held on the 5th of February, where it 
was determined, that fince the French 
were gone off the Coaft, all poffible 
difpatch fhould be made in following 
them; fo that the Squadron failed from 
Barbadoes the 17th of February,the Com¬ 
madore having before Cent two Sloops 
to Martinico, to make what Difcovery 
they could, and then to join him at 
Ant ego a, 

captain But when he came off of Dejtada, he 
e^Pied a confiderable Number of French 

with the Ships, which proved to be 18 Men of 
French War, two Firefhips, and about five or 

fix fmall Veflels; among which were 
three of our Ships which they had ta¬ 
ken, namely, the JerJey beforemention’d, 
the Conflant-1 Varrcich^, and Mary-Roje: 
and this Squadron was commanded by 
the Count Blanack. 

• Captain Wrenn was obliged to bear 
down about fix Leagues to Leeward, to 
join fome of his Squadron, and to tow 
fome of the Merchant Ships out of dan¬ 
ger, and the Enemy followed him, and 
lay all Night in a Line of Battel, with- 
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in Gun-fhot, the Trade in the mean 
time feparating themfelves, as ufual, 
fome Northward and others Southward. 

At Eight the next Morning, lome 01 
our Ships had not a breath of Wind, 
though at the fame time the Enemy 
had a frelh Gale, and by that Ad van-2% £« 
tage four of them bore down upon the gage- 

Mary, which Ship defended her felf 
very well till the Commadore himfelf 
could come to her affiflance} and at the 
fame time the Mordaunt, and one of the 
hired Ships, namely the England Frig at, 
were warmly engaged. 

The Commadore finding the great 
Difproportion of Strength, and that 
the Merchant Ships which were under 
his Care, had taken the proper Methods 
tor their own Security, did wifely pro¬ 
vide for the Safety of the Ships under 
his Command, and therefore bore away, 
but with fuch little fail, as that he 
fecured the three Ships which the Ene¬ 
my gave chafe to, and anchored in Car- 
lijk Bay at Jamaica tire 25th. 

By what has been faid, the Reader 
may perceive what little ufe the Ene¬ 
my made of this great Advantage, and 
that they contented themfelves with 
making an Experiment, whether Three 
of their Ships could beat One of ours, 
wit 1 tout expofing themfelves to what 

‘ nvght 
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might have attended a general Fight 
between both Squadrons $ for had they 
heartily laid hold of the Opportunity, 
twas not poffible that our Ships could 
have fo eafily efcaped them. 

Captain Wrenn dying fome time af¬ 
ter, the Command of the Squadron 
fell by Seniority on Captain Botelery 
who with part thereof failed from Bar¬ 
bados* the 14th of June, according to 
Inftru&ions, and arrived in England the 
nth of Aitgitft following, having left 
the red: to attend the Plantations. 

admiral Having now given an Account of 
RuffeJi Tranfaftions abroad, I return to the 
‘Jftcmd body of the Fleet* of which Mr. Ruf- 
time n fell was appointed Admiral, by Com- 

million bearing date the 3d of De¬ 
cember^ 1691. The greateft Care ima¬ 
ginable was taken to give the quickeft 
Difpatch to the Ships, fo as that they 
might be early out} and the 22d of 
April he bad Orders to fend from the 
Buoy of the More to the Flats of the Fore¬ 

land, under one or more Flag-Officers, 
all fuch Ships of the Third and Fourth 
Rate, and Firefhtps, as were ready, and 
to order the reft after them, fo foon as 
they fhould be in a Condition } and 
Advice-Boats were fent out for Intelli¬ 
gence of the Enemy's Preparations at 
Brejl, and the Ports thereabouts. 

Si: 
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Sir Ralph Delavall was fuddenly ex- Nptice 
pefted from Cadiz with the Squadron s”rR°iPk 
he commanded; and it was reported, Deiavaii 

that the French defigned to intercept [°jfd 
him and the Dutch Ships, in their Paf- theRnemy 

fage : To prevent which, Orders were i't hisM- 
fent him the 29th of February, 1691, by {ff rom 
the Groyne Packet-Boat, to avoid co- heights, 
ming near Cape St. Vincent, and to 
keep fo far out to Sea, as not to make 
Cape Clear; but rather to fail to Dingle 
Bay, the Mouth of the Shannon, or fome 
other Port thereabouts, the better to 
fhun the Danger that not only the Ships, 
but the Effects of the Merchants, might 
be expofed to by meeting the French) 
Squadron. Left thefe Orders ftiould 
not timely meet him at Cadiz, there 
was the like caution fent to him, by 
an Advice-Boat, whofe Commander was 
ordered to cruize off of Cape Clear, or 
thereabouts, to look out for him, and 
to endeavour to gain and communicate 
to him what he could learn of the E- 
nemy : And if neither he, or Sir Ralph 
himfelf, could get any Intelligence, he 
was ordered to repair with his Squadron 
to Cori\ or Kinfale ; but both thefe Or- He 
ders mifs’d him, and he had the good rives in 

Fortune to arrive fafein the Downes the 
beginning of March following. without 

meeting 

There 
the fa td 

AdviQt, K 
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There was likewife at Sea a Squadron 
under the Command of Rear-Admiral 
Carter, of five Ihird Rates, fix Fourths, 
fix Fifths, one Sixth, three Firefbips, 
one Ketch, one Yacht and a Brigantine, 
with which he was ordered, the 14th 
of April, 1692, to fail to the Iflands of 
Jerfey and Guernfey, and there taking on 
board Pilots, to proceed to the Coaft 
of France neat St. Malo, and Cruize 48 
Hours 3 longer than which time it was 
not thought convenient he fhould flay, 
unlefs he found an Opportunity of do¬ 
ing Service. From thence he was to fail 
to Cape de Hague, and to Hand as neat 
in to Havredegracc as the fafety of the 
Ships would permit • and if no Service 
could be done there, to return forth-1 
with to Spit head, if he judg’d it not for 
the fecurity of the Iflands to continue 
longer on the Frenrh Coaft 3 in which 
cafe he was ordered to fend the ear!ieft 
Advice he could of his Intentions. 
Thefe Orders were followed by others 
of the 20th and 23d of April, 1692, 
thefirft di redding him to repair with all 
fpeed to the Flats of the Foreland, and 
the other requiring him, in his return, 
to keep the French Coaft on board, and 
endeavour to join the Squadron with 
which Sir Ralph Delavallwas going forth, 
but upon miffing him to return to the 
Domic s. Not 

* 
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Notwitb (landing the aforementioned 
Orders, he was, May 5 following, direfl^ 
ed to Cruize between Cape de Hague and 
the file of Wight, and to endeavour to 
join the Body of the Fleet when it (hould 
arrive thereabouts ^ which Orders were 
fent to him by Sir Ralph Delavall, who 
on the 24th of April received D!regi¬ 
ons from the Admiral, to proceed with 
all the 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th Rates, 
and Firefhips, that were ready, toge¬ 
ther with the Bomb-Veilels, to the South 
Foreland and patting in fight of Calais, 
to ftrerch it away Weft ward along the 
French Coaft as far as Cape de Haaue, 
and there to fend the finaller Ships as 
near in with the Shore as with fafety 
they might, to difcover what the Ene¬ 
my were doing at Diepe, St. Vaticry, and 
Havredegrace, at which Places he was 
ordered to attempt any thing on their 
Shipping that he ftiould think f arable. 
When he arrived as far Weft ward as 
Cape de Hague, he was to ftretch it o- 
ver to the ide of Wight, and finding no 
Orders there, to return to and range a- 
long the French Coaft till he came off 
of Dover, where he was to call for Or¬ 
ders but meeting none, to repair to 
the Flats of the Foreland, the Place from 
whence he failed. He was caution’d to 
keep Scouts out to prevent the Enemy’s 
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furprifing him, or palling Eaftward; 
and if they appeared, and he judged 
them too tfrong, he was not to Engage 
them, but to retreat to the Flats of the 
Foreland, and fend Advice with all Ex¬ 
pedition to the Flag Officer there ; and 
upon meeting Rear-Admiral Carter with 
his Squadron, he was to take him un¬ 
der his Command. But notwithftan- 
ding he was by this Order diredfed to 
return to the Flats of the Foreland, when 
he had ftretched it over from Cape de 
Hague to the file of Wights other Orders 
were, upon further Confideration, fent 
him the fame Day by the Lords of the 
Admiralty, to Cruize between that Cape 
and the Ifie of Wight, till join’d by 
Admiral Ruffell, unlefs the Enemy came 
out too ftrong for him; and then to 
retire as aforefaid. 

1 he Ad¬ 
miral or¬ 

dered to 

S a with 

the Fleet; 

and to 

join the 

aforefaid 

Squadron: 

At this very time the Admiral himfelf 
had Inftrucfions to fail with the Body 
of the Fleet, both Batch and Englijh, 
and to lie between Cape de Hague and 
the Ifle of Wight, in order to join 
Sir Ralph DelavalTs and Rear-Admiral 
Carters Squadrons: Which Station was 
particularly appointed, upon conlidcr- 
ing a Letter of his, wherein he defired, 
that a certain Place might be fixed 
for the faid Conjunction, and that 
Orders might be accordingly given to 

all 
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all Perfons concerned ^ though it ap¬ 
pears by another Letter, that he was of 
Opinion it was better for the Fleet to 
Anchor off of the Nejje, or Beady-head, 
and, when join'd there by the Squa¬ 
drons, to have proceeded on Service. 
However, being fenlible of what great 
importance it was to the Nation, that 
the great Ships fhculd join the other 
two Squadons without the lofs of a 
Moment’s time, he ply'd it down He pue, 
through the Sands with a very fcanty 
Wind, contrary to the Opinion of raa- 
ny of the Officers, and all the Pilots, ■with’tu 
who were againft venturing fuch a sreat 
Charge at fo great an uncertainty. frl-ylT 

On the 8th, the Fleet came all fafe the 

off of Rye0 palling through the Downes "^if 
without making any ftay : But at Night And ml 
the Admiral Lent to the Dutch Admiral rives in 

(who was at Anchor there) to weigh,RyeB^'- 
and make fail after him, that fo no 
time might be loft. When he was offf 
or Dover he lent away Captain Mcefe in fe«n'> 
with a Squadron of fmall Ships in fearch 
oi .Sir Ralph Del avail, with Orders to aToni. 
him to join the Fleet oft" of Beachy, or 
to fend a Frigat with advice where he 
wa9, to prevent any Accident of miffing 
each other. The 9th of May, about 
Seven in the Afternoon, the Dutch join’d 
the Fleet from the Downes, and one of 
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their Rear-Admirals, with all the Ships 
under three Decks, were at Anchor off 
of the Nejje • fo that a Council of War 
was called, where it was refolved ('both 
by Ewglifh and Dutch Flag-Officers) as 
follows, viz. 

'j Com- That confidering the Orders given to 
mf,*i Sir Ralph DdavaU, it would be beft to 
U " remain with the Fleet in Rye Bay 48 

Hours, for the more fure and foeedy 
joining him, and that a Ship fhould be 
forthwith fent to cruize off of Beachy 
vo look for him, and upon difeovering 
his Flag, to make a Signal to another 
Frigat appointed to lie between Beachy 
and. Rye, for communicating the like 
Notice thereof to the Fleet. "But it was 
alfo agreed, That if the Wind blew 
hard Wefterly, or Eafrerly, it was moffc 
convenient for the Fleet, in the firft 
cafe, to Anchor off of the Ne/fe, and 
in the other, to proceed to St. HeUens, 
and Anchor there. 

For three Days together the Wind 
continued Eafterly, but no more of the 

JU 'Fleet 

fails' and 
is joined 

by Sir 

R. Dela- 

vail and 
Rear- 

admiral 

Carters 
St. Hel- 
lens. 

Dutch Ships which were expected ap¬ 
peared : And the nth of May the Fleet 
failed from Rye Bay, and was join'd the 
13th at St. HeUens, by the Squadrons 
with Sir Ralph Delavall and Rear-Admi¬ 
ral Carter, who had met each other the 
9th, the former handing over to the 
! . Ifle 
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Ifle of Wight from Cape de Hague, and 
the other out from St. Hellene in fearch 
of him. But that all delays might be 
prevented, the Admiral had before dif- 
patched a Frigat to the French Goal!:, 
with Orders to Rear-Admiral Carter to 
join him, and left Inftruftions for ail 
Englijh and Dutch Ships that (hould 
come into Rye Bay, to follow him to 
St. Hellene, that fo the Fleet might be 
entire. 

The 15th of May, 1692, a Council 
of War was called of the Flag-Officers, 
as Her Majefty had commanded, andfaUtotht 
though it was unanimoufly agreed, that 
the Fleet ought not to proceed Weft- nearer 
ward of St. Hellene, till there was cer- dt‘Ha£ue- 
tain Advice where the French Fleet was, 
and then to endeavour to Engage them 3 
yet it was thought reafonable to fail the 
fir ft fair Weather to theCoaft of France, 
near the Cape cle Hague and Barjkur, and 
continue there four Days, if it might 
conveniently be done, and then to re¬ 
turn to St. Hellene, the Place agreed on 
by all to be the moft proper to rendez-The 
vous at. °^cL , and Cap. 

Much about this time Reports were tains 
fpread about the Town, that feveral dreff H,r 
Captains in the Fleet had given affu- upmac- 
rance to the Di(affected Perfons on Shore,»/ 
of their adhering to them but Herl*? m*' 
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Majefty was pleafed to let them know, 
file could not believe that any among 
them harboured fuch ill Principles: 
And that the Queen might be through¬ 
ly fatisfied with their Integrity, they 
unanimoufly fign’d to a Paper,by which 
they declared their Zeal and Loyalty, 
and, at their Requefl, the Admiral con- 
yey d it to Her Majefty: And fince it 
is a Juffcice due to the Gentlemen of 
*he Sea to publifh the Contents of the 
laid Paper, I refer the Reader to the 
following Copy thereof. WE Tour Majejiys mcji Dutiful 

and Loyal Subjcffis and Servants. 
Flag Officers and, Captains in Four Maje- 
fiys Fleet, out of the deep and grateful 
Senfe we have of Tour Majejl/'s good and 
juft Opinion of our Loyalty and Fidelity, 
imparted to vs by the Right Honourable Ad- 
fniral Ruflell in a Letter to him from my 
Lord Nottingham, do, in behalf of our 
felves and all the other Officers and Sea- 
met?' humbly prefume to addrefs our felves 
to Tour Mfijejlj at this juncture, to unde¬ 
ceive the World in thofe falfe and mali¬ 
cious Reports that have been lately fpread 
in Prejudice of Tour Majejiy s Service, by 
People of an unreafonable Difijfc&ion to 
Tour Majefty s Government, and an ah fo¬ 
late Averf on to the Qiiiet and Good 6f our 

Country3 that there are feme among us who 
" are 
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are not truly Zealous for, entirely De¬ 
voted to. Tour Majeftys Service. ^ 
therefore mo ft humbly beg Tour Majefty s 
Leave, to add to our repeated Oaths thk 
Affurance of our Fidelity, That we will, 
with all imaginable Alacrity and Refolution, 
venture our Lives in the Defence of Tour 
Majeftys undoubted Rights, and the lJ- 
berty and Religion of our Country, againfi 
all Foreign and Popijh Invaders what Jo- 
ever. And that GOD Almighty may Pre- 
jerve Your Majeftys moft Sacred Per fun, 
DircB Your Councils, and Profper Your 
Arms by Sea and Land again ft Your Ma- 
jejiy s Enemies, let all People fay Amen 
with lour Majeftys mojl Dutiful and 
Loyal SubjeUs. Dated on board the Bri¬ 
tannia at St. Hellens the 15th Day of 
May,1692. 

Having made this little Digreffion, I 
fhall return to the more immediate Bu- 
linefs of the Fleet. When all the Ships, 
Englijls and Dutch, were together, the 
Admiral propofed,That a fmall Detach¬ 
ment of 6 or 8 Frigats might hover 
about the Coaft of Normandy, and that 
at the fame time the Forces intended 
for a Defcent fhould embark and be 
landed at St. Maloes, and the Grand 
Fleet lie Wellard of that Place, to pro¬ 
tect them from the French Which he 
thought would not only contribute to 
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the Succefs on Shoar, but oblige the 
Enemy to come to a Battel at Sea, ra¬ 
ther than lie {till, and fee their Coun¬ 
try invaded. 

One. part of this Proposition was 
immediately approved of; and, that 
Intelligence might be had of the Ene¬ 
my’s Proceedings, the Admiral fent fix 

■fHf Sail of light Ships, for 48 Hours time, 
°f de Grace, and the Cape : 

o/Ha- And it being left to him to proceed as 
r7Jc a Council of War fhould Advife, he 

failed the i3th of May for the Coaft 
of France, and on the 19th, about 
Three in the Morning, Cape Barfleur 
bearingS.W.byS,diftant about /Leagues, 
the Scouts Weft ward of the Fleet (which 
were the Chejler and Charles Gelley)fired 
ieveral Guns, and being in a ihort time 
within fight, made the Signal of Dif- 
covering the Enemy,and lay with their 

ph?Heads Northward Immediately Or- 
fleet ders were given for drawing into a 

red™' L^ne of Battel, and the Signal was made 
for the Rear of the Fleet to Tack, that, 
if the French flood Northward, we 
might the fooner come up and Engage; 
but the Sun having difperfed the Fog 
foon after Four, the French Fleet was 
leen Standing Southward, forming their 
Line on the fame Tack with us. Upon 
this, the Admiral caufed the Sienal for 

the 
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the Rear to Tack to be taken in, and 
bore away with his own Ship fo far 
Leeward, as that each Ship in the Fleet 
misht fetch his Wake, and then he 
brought to and lay by with his Fore 
Topfail to the Maft, that fo others 
might have the better Opportunity of 
placing themfelves according to the 
Manner formerly direfted on fuch an 
Occafion. 

By Eight a Clock our Line was in -Aperts 
different!)'’ well formed, ftretehing fromcular ^ 
the S. S. W. to the N. N. E, the Dutch Xlf 
in the Van, the Red in the Center, ar\dg*ge- 
the Blue in the Rear; and by Nine, themtnt' 
Enemy’s Van had ffretched almoft as 
far Southward as ours, their Admiral 
and Rear-Admiral of the Blue (who 
were in the Rear) doling the Line, 
and their Vice-Admiral of the fame 
Divilion ftretching to the Rear of our 
Fleet. About Ten a Clock they bore 
down upon us, and indeed with great 
Refolution ) and the Admiral (who 
ftill lay by with his Fore Topfail to the 
Maft) obferving that Mon feu r Tour- 
mile had put out his Signal for Battel, 
commanded that his fhould not be 
fpread till the Engagement began, that 
fo the French ( who had the Wind ) 
might have an opportunity of coming 
as near as they thought convenient. 

At 
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At this time Admiral Almonde, who 
commanded the Dutch, was Tent to 
Tack and get to the Weflward of the 
.Fra/f£, fo foon as any of his Ships 
could weather the Fleet, and the Blue 
(at fome diftance a-ftern) were order’d 
to clofe the Line: But when the Fleets 
began to Engage it fell calm, fo that 
thefe Directions could not poffibly be 
complied with. 

About half an Hour after Eleven, 
Monfieur TourviBe in the Royal Sun 
(a Ship of no Guns) brought to, and 
began the Fight with our Admiral, be¬ 
ing within three quarters Musket-Shot- 
in which Pofture he lay about an Hour 
and half, plying his Guns very warm¬ 
ly, but then he began to tow off in 
great Diforder, his Rigging, Sails, and 
Topfail Yards, being very much woun¬ 
ded ; nor could it be difcern’d that any 
great Endeavours were ufed to repair 
that Damage. 

Near Two a Clock the Wind fhifted 
to the N. W. by W, and fome little 
time after that, five Ships of the Ene¬ 
my’s Blue Squadron polled themfelves 
three a-head and two a-flern of their 
Admiral, and fired very fmartly till 
after Three5 fo that the Admiral and 
his two Seconds ( Mr. Churchill and 
Mr. Aylmer) had fix or feven Ships to 

deal 
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deal with at this very time. About 
Four a Clock there was fo thick a Fog, 
that not a Ship of the French could be 
feen, and therefore all Firing ceas'd 3 
but it clearing up in a little time, Mon- 
fieur Tourville was difcover’d towing 
away Northward, upon which the Ad¬ 
miral took the fame Method of coming 
up with him, and ordered all his Di- 
vifion to do the like: And about half 
an Hour after Five, there being a fmall 
Breeze of Wind Eafterly, the Signal 
was made for Chafing, and Notice fent 
to all Ships within reach that the Ene¬ 
my were retiring. 

At this time feveral Broadfides were 
heard Weft ward, and tho’ the Ships 
that fired could not be feen, it was con¬ 
cluded they were our Blue Squadron, 
that by a fhift of Wind had weather’d 
the French 3 but it proved to be the 
Rear-Admiral of the Red (Sir Cloude- 
fly Shovel/) who had weather’d their 
Admiral's own Squadron, and got be¬ 
tween them and their Admiral of the 
Blue, and after firing feme time, Mon- 
fieur Tourville, as well as the faid Rear- 
Admiral, came to Anchor with fome of 
the Ships of their Divifions, but could 
not difeover each other by reafon of 
the thicknefs of the Weather. At this 
juncture Captain /ladings, who com¬ 

manded 
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manded the Sandwich, a Second Rate, 
was kill’d, driving through thofe Ships 
of the Enemy by realbn his Anchors 
were not cleat. 

Things being now in great confufion, 
the Admiral thought it mod; proper to 
order all the Ships he could ' think 
were near hint to chafe Weftward all 
Night, arid to let them know that he 
did intend to follow the French to Brefi, 
believing it more proper fo to do thatl 
to Anchor $ and fo it proved $ for the' 
next Morning he found liimfelf nearer 
the Enemy, and to Windward of thofe 
Ships that had drop? their Anchors. 

About Eight at Night there was Fi¬ 
ring Weftward, which lafted about half 
an Hour, part of our Blue Squadron 
having fallen in with fome of the Ene¬ 
my’s Ships in the Fog: And in this 
Difpute Rear-Admiral Carter was killed, 
whofe laft Words to his then Captain 
(Captain William WrightJ did fuffici- 
ently (hew, that there was little Reafon 
to fufpeft his Zeal to the Service • for 
he recommended it to him to fight the 
Ship fo Jong as fhe could fwim. 

It continued Foggy with very little 
Wind all Night, and the next Mor¬ 
ning ’twas fo Hazey, that none of the' 
Enemy's, and but very few of our own 
Ships, could be feen 3 but about Eight 



it clearing up, the Dutch, who were 
Southward, made the Signal of feeing 
(he French Fleet, and foort after about 
34 Sail were difcover’d between two 
and three Leagues off, the Wind be-^ 
ing then at E. N. E, and they bearing 
W.S.W. • W- 

Our Fleet chafed them With all the o#r Tint 
Sail that could be made, and not in a t!F 
Line of Battel as they did ours after re,'C 
the Bench) Fight } for the Signal for a 
Line was taken in, that fo every Ship 
might make the bed of her way. Be¬ 
tween Eleven and Twelve of the Clock 
the Wind veer’d to the S. W, and the' 
French crowded away Wedward, and 
we after them • but about Four in the 
Afternoon,the Tide of Ebb being done, 
both Fleets anchor’d, Cape Barfleur 
bearing S. by W, but weighed again 
about Ten at Night and ply’d Wed- 
ward} and near twelve our Admiral’s 
Fore Topmad came by the Board,being 
foot in feveral places. 

He continued plying Wedward after 
the French Fleet till Four the next Mor¬ 
ning, and then, the Tide of Ebb being 
done, anchor’d in 46 Fathom, Cape de 
Hague bearing S. by W, and the I(land 
of Alderney S. S. W} but by reafon of 
the Admiral’s wanting a Topmad, the 
Dutch Squadron and the Admiral of the 
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Blue, with feveral of his Ships, got 
confiderably to Windward of him. 

several About Seven in the Morning part of 
shlps% tIie French Ships, being far advanced 
near the towards the Race, were perceived dri- 
R*ce, andving Eaftward with the Tide of Flood., 
fue/Ur having not Ground-Tackle to ride by, 

for they had the Day they engaged, 
and the Morning after, cut away all 
their heavy Anchors. When they 
were driven fo far as that the Admiral 
judged he could reach them, he caufed 
the Signal to be made for the Ships 
neareft him to cut and chafe them, 
which they did ^ but Sir John AJhhy 

^dmtai Wlt^ k*lS Divifion, and feveral Dutch 
and Sir Ships who were Weathermoft, rid fall 

r~'tr « 1 ^ m * r-* 
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John to obferve the Motion of the reft of 
ordered to ^ French that continued at Anchor in 
look after the Race of Alderney, according to the 
thTJhf Signal that was given him fo to do. 
r\ Three of their great Ships being fair 
af Sun^" un^er Shoar, tack’d about Eleven a 
and two Clock and ftood Weftward, but, after 
more of making two or three fhort Boards, the 
gejishffs b'ggeft °f them (being the Royal Sun) 
burnt at ran a (hoar, and prefently cut her Mafts 
fher: away, and the other two to Lee- 

ward (which were the French Admi¬ 
ral’s Seconds) ply’d up to her. This 
it was judg’d they did, becaufe they 
could not weather our Weftermoft 

Ships, 
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Ships, nor get out a-head Ea ft ward. 
The Admiral obferving that many 
Ships of the Fleet hover'd about them, 
lent to Sir Ralph Delaval/, Vice-Admiral 
of the Red, who was in the Rear, to 
keep a Strength with him fufficient to 
deftroy them, and to order the reft 
to follow the Body of the Fleet- which 
Service Sir Ralph did effectually per¬ 
form. 

About Four in the Afternoon, 18 Sail 
of the French, being got Eaftward of 
Cape Barfleur, hawled in for La Hague„ 
where our Ships anchor’d about Ten at 
Night, and lay till near Four the next 
Morning* at which time the Admiral 
weighed again, and ftood in near the 
Land, but the Flood coming on, he an¬ 
chor’d. At Two in the Afternoon he 
weighed again, and plied clofe in with 
La Hogue, where were 13 Sail of the 
Enemy’s Ships hawled in very near to 
the. SRoar. 

Monday the 23d of May, 1692, the 
Admiral Cent in Sir George Rookg^ then 
Vice-Admiral of the Blue, with feveral 
Men of War, Fire {hips, and the 
Boats of the Fleet, to deftroy thofe 
Ships^ but they had got them fo far In, 
that none but the final 1 Frigats could 
do any Service: However, Sir George 
himfelf went in with the Boats, arid 

L burnt 
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Many 

more of 

the r 

Ships of 

War 
burnt at 
La 
Hogue. 

The 
French 
Ships e- 
fcape the 
Dutch 
Admiral 
and Sir 
John 
Afhby, 
who join 
the Fleet. 

Tranfactions at Sea, & 
burnt 6 of them that Night, and about 
Eight the next Morning burnt the o- 
ther 7, together with feveral Tranfport 
Ships, and fome final! Veffels with Am¬ 
munition, wherein not only all the 
Officers (among whom my Lord Car¬ 
marthen fignalized himfelf) but the 
Men behaved themfelves with greateft 
Refolution and Gallantry. At La Hogue 
and Cherbrookg. were burnt (as is before 
related) two Ships of 104 Guns each, 
one of 90, two of 80, four of 76, four 
of 60,and two of 56 Guns, from which 
time, to the Peace that was concluded 
1697, the French did not look us in 
the Face at Sea, but contented them- 
felvcs to prejudice our Trade, by their 
fmaller Ships of War, and Priva¬ 
teers. 

This Service being over, the Admi¬ 
ral tailed out of La Hogue Bay the 
25th, and ordered Sir John Ajhlry, Ad¬ 
miral of the Blue, (who was return'd 
without doing any Execution on the 
other part of the French Fleet) with a 
Squadron of Englijh and Dutch Ships, 
to run along the French Coaft as far as 
Havre dc Grace, and look out for the 
five Ships which (as he faid) he favv 
ftand Eaftward : But he came back 
without meeting therm 

rTl'i a5 
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The Refolution of the French in bear- Remarks 

ing down upon our Fleet was not a lit- TrJ'R. 
tie iurprnmg3 lor they were not above the 
50 Ships, from 104 to 56 Guns ; and 
am apt to think, it did at firft occafion "doZll* 
Tome jealoufy among us: But, if fo. itEn&aze- 
was foon blown over, every one en¬ 
deavouring to do what he was able. 
As for Monfieur Tcurvill’s running this 
Hazard, I can attribute it to no other 
Reafon, than his Maher’s Pofitive Or¬ 
ders to fight the Englijh Fleets a Thing 
he might have otherwife avoided, nay 
even after we faw each other, for he 
Was feveral Leagues to Windward ; 
And, as I am credibly informed, all his 
Flag Officers, who were called together 
and confulted, did unanimoully' give 
their Opinions not to Engage, but that 
at laffc he produced an Order under the 
French King’s own Hand, which ihew’d 
them the Neceffity of doing it. 

Doubtlefs thofe Orders were giveti 
him, upon a Prefumption that our 
gseaf Snips, and the Dutch, could tiof 
poffibly join Sir Ralph DelavaU, and 
Rear-Admiral Carters Squadron, (them 
cruizing on their Coaft) befofe they 
had oppoi(unity of coming up with 
them j And had not Mn Rnfel failed 
no the River, even at the very time 
-id din, contrary to the Advice of all 

t a th® 



I4& Tranfafliofis at Sea, &c. 
the Pilots, (as I have already faid) the 
Winds that afterwards happened would 
have prevented his comine: time e- 
nough to their Amttance 5 fo that the 
French might, in all probability, have 
had equal, if not greater, Succefs over 
us, than we had on them: But yet the 
French Court (by what Means i know 
not) had fuch early Notice of our 
great Ships (ailing from the River, that 
I durft pawn my Credit, the VelTel 
which Captain Wivell took off of Cape 
Barflair, had Orders from the French 
King to Monfieur Tourville, contradi¬ 
cting tbofe Pofitive Inttruftions he had 
received for Fighting our Fleet 5 but 
the Matter of the Velfel concealed the 
Packet,by throwing it over-board,when 
he found himfelf in danger of being 
taken. To this may be added, that 
Providence concern’d it felf for the 
Safety of the two Squadrons before- 
mention’d $ for feveral Days before the 
great Ships join’d them, the French 
Fleet was got into the Chanel as high 
as the Start, but were forced from their 
Anchors into the Sea by a ftrongEatter- 
ly Wind $ fo as by this Means they 
were prevented in making theiT de¬ 
signed Attempt, they were a fecond 
time, interrupted in doing it, by the 
conjunction of the Fleet: And had they 

met 
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met with Succefs in this well-grounded 
llndertaking,the Forces that were in rea- 
dinefs at LaHogtte,and the adjacentPlaces, Meet pre- 
would not have been long out of our J^aDl 
Country $ though if, when there, they fcm m 
had behaved themfelves no better than Knsland' 
they did in the Defence of their Ships, 
when burnt, there would not have been 
much Mifchief done $ for notwithftand- 
ing their Numbers, and the Opportuni¬ 
ty they had of making Refiftance, the 
whole Service was performed without 
the lofs of 10 Men, except fome that 
were accidentally blown up in one of 
our Long Boats. 

And here it may be obferved, with- The Em. 
out vanity, that although our Fleet was 7Fbtf.f* 
confiderably ftronger than Theirs, yet 
they were beaten by an inferior Num- rfships. 
ber : For by reafon of the Calm, and 
the thicknefs of the Weather, it was 
not poflible for many of the Dutch 
Ships, or of the Blue Squadron, to En¬ 
gage ; whereas had we been favoured 
with clear Weather, and a Gale of 
Wind, it would have been next to an 
impoffibility for any one of the French 
Ships to have efcaped. 

It is not improbable but that theFrench, 
forefeeing this, might in fome meafure 
be daunted, and that it occafion’d their 
Retreat fooner than otherwife they 

L 2 would 
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would have done^ but confidering with 
what deliberation they bore down, and 
how warmly they ply’d us, there was 
Jhttle leafon to think that our Strcoath 
baulk'd their Refolution, fince they had 
their Mafter’s pofitive Commands. 

v™ tl **7"^ no7 S7e? an Account of 
theEne- * . Battel, and of the Succefs on the 
»>fsefc». Ships the Admiral himfelf chafed, I can- 
vJrct n.ot Proceed' without lamenting the 
-Admiral Etcape of thofe which the Dutch, and 
ft*' °!!r Admiral of the Blue were left to 
J.A hby. |ook after> j (|]aj| not ]ay the wan(; Gp 

Judgment, Diligence, or ought elfe, to 
anyone’s charge; but fince fo fair an 
Opportunity was offered, for deftroy- 
ing the mod: confiderable Part of the 
French King’s Navy, lucb ill Succefs in 
that Affair was the greateff Misfortune 

' to tis ^ for had a happy Pufh been 
made, the Naval force of Fra?/ce could 
not in this Age, whatever it might in 
the next, have given England anv un- 
cafinefs. 

rjhe Sleet 

?■ 

Smce all hopes of meeting them were 
sT Hci- now groundlefs, the Admiral refolved 

A MM M _ _ — - _ 

'jcns> $nd tO re air with the Fleet to St. Hcllens, 
'JfiZevc and that Determination was happily put 
rybad in executioti• for fuch was the fudden 

extremity of Weather, that had the 
Fleet kept the Sea, they would have 
been expofed to very great Danger,efpe- 

cially 

j/ 
Weather 
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daily thofe Ships that had, in the Bat¬ 
tel, received considerable damage in 
their Marts. But before he left tire An,ijy 
French Coaft, he ordered Sir Jehu Afhhjr fa*tode. 

with 12 Englijh Ships, and ^FirefMps,^/^ 
ivre in conjunction with as many Dutch, of H: 

commanded by Vice-Admiral Calle mb erg, butthey 
i rr i rr i 3 ' wereHrtr- 

to proceed oft or Havre, and endeavour imreg 
to deftroy feveral French Ships faid to 
be in thofe Parts, wherein their Endea¬ 
vours met with no Succefs, beeaufe they 
had harboured themfelves before. 

The Court of France being now verv rhe ai. 
much allarm’d, the Admiral propofed ’TluF 
it as the moft proper time for making make the 
the intended Defcent^ for although not 'nt™dfd 
only King James himfelf, but the French aTtbu 
alfo, had great numbers of Men encam- time. 
ped at La Hogue, and the adjacent Pla¬ 
ces 5 yet the little interruption they . 
gave us in deftroying their Ships, might- 
induce any one to believe, that a Body 
of Men would have made a confidera- 
ble Progrefs into their Country, with 
little or no Opposition. In the mean 
while the refitting tire Fleet wasdiligent- 
iy carried on , and altho’ the. French, 
had they join’d, would have, made 90. 
Ships, from 104 to 50 Guns, yet con- 
fidering what part of them were de¬ 
ftroy’d, 70 Sail of good Ships, EnglrJh 
and Dutch, were thought fufficient for 
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^ any Service the remaining part of this 

Year ^ not but that it was probable the 
French would come out again, and 
make a Florifh $ but yet there was little 
reafon to believe they would expofe 
themfelves to a fecond Misfortune in 
one Summer, 

oFers Very lucky ,’twas for F,ng/and that 
om Fleet did fo opportunely join ^ for 

tug the no fooner had Monfieur Toitrvilk fent 
J'ivncii an Exp refs of his being on the French 

Coaft, but Orders were difpatched for 
their Fleet the Army’s Embarking, which they 
“"cl** m'ght have done, and been fafely 
ptiE'* wafted over to England; for as their 

Strength was much fuperior to the Squa¬ 
drons with Sir Ralph Delavall and Rear- 
Admiral Carter fo would they have run 
y m J J 

but little hazard from our great Ships, 
which muft unavoidably have remain’d 
Wind-bound in the River, bad they 
not failed from thence the very Moment 
they did : At lead the Enemy might 
have hinder’d a Conjun&ion. 

The 12th of June, in the Afternoon, 
there came into the Fleet a Ketch from 

that in her paflage met with 
a Privateer called the Clmdejl) Galley, 

and had three Men put on board her, 
rv*ere taken by the faid Galley out 

of a French Snaw. This Veflel was fent 
out to gain Intelligence of our Fleet, 

and 
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and then immediately to return to fu£h 
Port in France as (he could fir ft fetch, 
and fend away an Exp refs to St. Malo. 
The Mafter gave an Account, ThatThe A*- 
there was at the faid Port the Vice-Ad- 
miral of the Bide, and 25 Ships ofw««/(fc 
War more, great and fmall, including *”'”7* 

Firefhips; that they had pretty well rd- 
pair’d the Damage they receiv’d in Aiaiio 
Fight, and watch’d an Opportunity to 
get from thence to Brefl. Upon this 
the Admiral failed from St. Hellens the The Fleet 

14th of June, with fuch part of the Fleet 
as was in the beft Condition,and ordered thezr get - 

Six Clou defly Shovell to follow with the re- 
mainder. His defign was to keep Weft- 
ward of St. Malo, to prevent the Ships 
getting from thence to Brejl, and when 
he came to a proper Station, to con- 
fult with the Flag-Officers, what might 
be attempted againft them : And on 
the 21 ft he received Advice, that all the 
Tranfport Ships were ordered to Portfl 
mouth, where 'twas intended the Forces 
ihould Embark. 

He was of opinion, that the French 
Ships might get out of St. Malo, and 
go North about, if they would venture 
on fo dangerous a Navigation, unlefs 
our Ships could anchor and ride it out 
before that Port, which he determined 
to know from the Pilots : But even if 

this 
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this could be effected, he was apprehen¬ 
sive it would occafion their drawing all 
their Forces to the Succour of the Place 
and their Ships, and that thereby our 
Attempt, both by Sea and Land, would 

. be render’d more uncertain. 
jctuncii The 25th of June, 1692. a Council 
"LZd'in War was called in Torbay of all the 
relation Bvglijh and Dutch Flags. It was occa- 
t°the fion’d upon advice the Admiral had re- 
Ls™ahr~ ceived, that all our Troops were or¬ 

dered to Portfmouth, and that Her Ma- 
jlefty would give no Directions for the 
difpofal of them, till the Flags and Ge¬ 
neral Officers of the Army had conful- 

> ted, and tranfmitted to Her their Opi¬ 
nion. The Council of War took into 
confideration how the Fleet might foon- 
e(t, and with moft certainty, join the 
Tranfport Ships, that then it might be 
debated how to attempt the Enemy at 
St, Malo 5 and it wras agreed, that a 
confiderable part of the Fleet fhould be 
appointed to lie about 15 or 20 Leagues 
North from the I He of Bajfe, to inter¬ 
cept the French Ships, fhould they at¬ 
tempt going from St. Malo to Brejl, and 
that the remainder of the Fleet fhould 
forthwith fail to Spithead to join the 
Transports: But if was further refolved. 
That if the Winds happened to hang 
Wefrerlv, the.whole Fleet fhoujd fail; 
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to Spit head to join the faid Tranfports, 
or, ifEafterly, to continue in Torbaj in 
expectation of them. 

j 

The Eaftern Ports of France were at 
this time in great want of Neceflaries 
for Life, fuch as Salt, Wine, Brandy, 
and other Commodities, which our 
Cruizers prevented their Tranfporting 
from one Place to another ^ for fome 
Ships that were fent to cruize off of the 
Forn-head, burnt a great Fly-boat of a- 
bout 400 Tuns, loaden with thofe Con- 
veniencies, and could not have mifs’d 
the taking or deftroying many more, 
under convoy of two Men of War, had 
they not precipitately Harboured them- 
felves, in fome little Places on their 
Coaft where they could not be attemp¬ 
ted. 1 

The Fleet being now at Sea, the The Fleet 
Winds came up at N.N.W, and bjew 
for a con fid era ble time fo very hard 4 "T 

that it drove them near 20 Leagues Aunt. 

Weft ward of Vjhaut, which Ifiand they 
weathered not above five Leagues, ani 
feveral of the Ships received damage in 
their Mafts and Rigging. This Acci¬ 
dent may ferve as another Argument, 
that the great Ships, and fuch Num¬ 
bers too, ought not to be ventured at 
Sea, but where they may have room to 
drtve for 48 Hours any way, or let go 

an 
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an Anchor, and ride $ for fix Hours 
with a fhift of Wind makes either fide 
of the Chanel a Lee-fhore ^ and had 
not the Admiral luckily brought-to early 
in the Morning, I am apt to think a 
Melancholly Account would have been 
given of the Fleet. However, this Storm 
being over, he arrived in the Road of 

miral ar_ Guernfey the 3 d of July, where he was con- 
rives in ftrain'd to Anchor $ for, the the Wea- 
Guem- ther being thick, the Pilots would not 
cy °ad' venture over to St.Mallo ^ nor was there 

a little reafon to fufpeft their Judgment 5 
but that which gave the Admiral the 
greateft Uneafinefs, was the Account he 
received from two Captains who had 
long ufed that Trade, that there was 
not good Ground for more than 40 
Ships to ride : fo that he called a Coun¬ 
cil of War, to confider whether it 
might be moft proper for the whole 
Fleet to go over, or to fend a Detach¬ 
ment to view the Place, and they came 
to the following Refolution, viz. That 

T*rt of Part of the Fleet fhould proceed off of 
thi fun St. Mallo, and bring an Account whe- 
jbv’e'hm ther the whole, or what numbers there- 
many of might ride there. Accordingly Vice- 
sh‘P Admiral Rook? was fent with a Squa- 
Tde If of dron, in conjunftion with Vice-Admi- 
Sr ral Callemberg, who commanded the 
los' Dutch Detachment. 

The 
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The EvgKJh Court was at this time 
under great Uneafmefs, left the French 
Ships fhould get from St. Milo to Brefi, 
and therefore Her Majefty was very in¬ 
tent upon having them Attack’d 3 but 
though eight Days were advanced vxthtTmn- 
“M, the Tranfport Ships were not ar-JW* 
rived at Port[mouth from the River 3 te 
and in regard the French (whatever we mouth, 
could do) might have met with many 
Opportunities of getting out, the Admi¬ 
ral was of Opinion, that the moft pro¬ 
bable way of intercepting them, was 
the Fleet riding in Camoret Bay, in cafe 
it could be certainly depended on that 
they were defigned for Brefi. 

The Fleet was by bad Weather for- fhe Flee* 
ced to Torbay, where the Admiral did 
impatiently expect the Return of Sir 
George Rooty, i and the rather, for that 
the late Winds gave him tome Appre- 
henfions of him, confidering the Dan¬ 
ger of that Coaff 3 Nor did he think 
himfelf under a little Streight, iince, 
when the Fleet and Army joined, a Re- 
folution was then to be taken what to 
do 3 whereas it would have been much 
more for the Service, had fomething 
been determined in that Matter before 
the Conjunction 5 fince, if the Forces 
were obliged to keep the Sea till the 
Place for a&ion was determined, bad 

Wea- 

The Ad- 
miral 

was un~ 

der fome 

Uueajtnefs 

that it 

was not 
deter- 

min d 

n hat to 

attempt 

with the 

Forces. 
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V\?eather might have expofed them to 

hard (hips, and confequently render’d 
them of little Service on Shore: And 
as for St. Mala, it was reafonable to 
think that half the Number of Men a 
Month before, would have perform’d 
more than the whole Body intended 
now ; for as the Enemy’s Fears were 
then greater, fo, doubtlels, their pre¬ 
parations for Safety were afterwards car¬ 
ried on with all poffible Indufrry. 

f Geo. The 13th of July, 1692, Sir Georve 

returned from St. Slab, who (be- 
from Sr. **des the Report he made of the feveral 
Maio s, Soundings near that Placed gave the 

IT" Adn?iraI his Opinion and Obfervations 
count of Ot the Coaft thereabouts, which may 

not fe improper to infert in his own 
'words, viz. 

T I H E Ground is flat and even 

A frcm Guernfey to Cape Farrel, 
fl.waling a Fathom or two every two or 
three Miles, all the way over to the Cape, 
The Ground is generally very ranch, and 
in Jome places rocky, efpecially near St. 
Cymbre. 

II. The Tides run very quufl in the 
Offing on the Coafl of St. Malo’s • but to 
the Eaflward of Cape Farrel, within 3 or 
4 Miles of the Shore, not above two and a 
half or three Knots at Spring Tides. 

III. There 
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HI. There are /owe Sandy Bays between 
Cape Farrel and St. Maid’s, but not very 
Commodious for landing Men, becaufe the 
Land rifes in mofl places quick, from the 
Strand • befides, the River Dinant mujl 

be pdfs'cl before they can come to St. Malo. 
IV. There are about 35 or 36 Sail of 

Ships riggd, of which 12 lay in the Ranfe, 
-and of them four or five great Ships * the 
rejl being up at Salidore. 

V. Not one of the Pilots would under- 
take to carry in any Ship of War or Fire- 

Rips, to make any Attempt on the French 
Ships at St. Malo, though 1 offered 100 L 
Encouragement to each Mauj 

July 13.1692. G. Rooks. 

Upon this a Council of War was The Mat 

called, and, according to agreement, 
the Fleet failed from Torbay the 15th, 
but care was- taken the Day before to Jtderable 

place Ships on the Coaft of France in Pfff* 
the manner following; Capt. Nevilin the 
Kent was fent with 30 Ships, Engl iff and tht St. 

Dutch, 10 Leagues North from the Weft- 
end of theIfle of Baffe : The Adventure 
and Saudadoes were ordered to lie be¬ 
tween Breach, and the Seven Iflands • 
The jfames Galley and Greyhound be¬ 
tween the Seven Iflands and La Baffle 5 
two Dutch Frigats between that and the 

Form | 
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Pome$ and ail thefe fmaJI Frigats, as 
•well as tfapfe with Captain Nevtf, were 
ordered to lie dole in with the Shore. 
This the Admiral judged would mofl 
®?®&.t!al]y impede the PaiTage of any 
fhiRg Eaftward or Weftward from St. 
MiU 5 and the remaining part of the 
Fleet either lay in a proper Station, or 
or-uized, as Winds and Weather would 
permit. 

# From the 14th to the 18th, no Ad¬ 
vice came from Captain Nevil, fo that 
it was concluded the French had not 
attempted to pufh Weftward from 
St. Malo with the laft Eafterly Wind 5 
and it was generally believed that they 
would not ftir till towards Winter, 
for then we could not be fo well able 
to keep the Sea, in order to intercept 
them. About this ,time the James Gal¬ 
ley brought into the FJeet a Privateer of 
St. Mato, which fhe took off of the 
Land’s-End, the Captain whereof re¬ 
ported, That Orders had been feveral 
times fent for difarming the Ships at 
Brefl, but that they were commonly 
contradicted in two Days after. This 
Privateer came from St. Malo the Day 
before Sir George Rookc was before that 
Port,and faid, 'twas then intended that 
Eight of their Men of War ftiould Win¬ 
ter there. 

The 
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The 18th and 19th, the Wind was rhe Fl(ti 

Wefterly,with a continual Fog- and the Xmbay" 

Admiral fearing it might put him Eaft- and tak s 

ward of Torbay, thought it mo ft advife- 
able to repair thither, where he took in / 
the Provifions juft arrived, and thereby- 
prevented the Inconvenience that might 
have attended their being feparated 
from the Fleet. His Intentions were to 
put to Sea again as foon as ’twas pofli- 
ble, that fo he might relieve the Squa¬ 
dron on the French Coaft, which was 
in want both of Provifions and Water 5 
but before he was able to fail, he re¬ 
ceived Orders from the Queen relating 
to the Defcent, and on the 25th ofJ*Co’fu!- 

Jttly confulted with the Englijh and ToTthe 
Dutch Flag Officers thereupon, by whom 
it was agreed in what manner the Fleet 
might beft join the Tranfports, accor- tL 

ding as Wind and Weather fhouldib”*- 
happen 3 and that no time might be 
lof: in the improving this Bufinefs to 
the beft advantage, the Admiral fentan 
Exprefs to the Duke of Leinjler (now 
Duke Schonberg) letting him know, that 
if the Wind continued Wefterly, he 
would come with the Fleet to the Tran¬ 
fports at Spithead, but if Eafterly, he 
had determined to remain for them in 
Torbay. He was not a little uneafie at 
the delay that had been made in this 
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Affair for when ’twas under confidera- 
tion in the Winter, it was refolved all 
things ftiOuld be ready in May at fur- 
theft, and had that been complied with, 
there would have been much more pro¬ 
bability of Succefs. But even now, late 
as it was, the General Officers had no 
account of the pofture of Affairs at 
St. Malo; nor was there indeed any 
Refolution taken at Court, what the 
Forces (liould do when Embarked, o- 
therwife than that it was recommended 
to a Council of War ( as 1 have faid 
before) to conlider what might be done 
at Brejt. However, the Tranfport Ships 

,* cotm- being join’d, a Council of War was 
a of mr cz]]ed the 28th of July, on board the 
i.andof Bredah, at which were prefent the Ad- 
jicers «/- miral himfelf, and the feveral Perfons 
on iomng following, VIZ. 
the Tran- ^ 

Sir Ralph Dekval, Vice-Admiral of the 
Red. 

Sir Clondefly Shovel, Rear-Admiral of tire 
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Admiral Almonde. 

Vice-Admiral Calkmberg 
Rear-Admiral Vandergoes 

Rear-Admiral Evert fin, 

Rear-Admiral .Mays. 

His Grace the Duke of Ixitifter, jLieule- 
> nant-General of all tRe forces, 
sEarl of Galloway. 

Sir Henry BelUjije, 
Monlieur Le Meloniere« 
Sir David Collier» 
Colonpl Beveridge. 

Monfieur dtt Cawhon. 
Colonel Selwin. 

;£arl of Argile. 

And fince I cannot better explain the 
Senfe of thofe Gentlemen, than by gi- 
ving the Reader a Copy of the Paper 
tnat was Signed by them, 1 have there- 

#pre inferred the fame, as follows; 

AA.; ■' ' -v; 
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The Matter of burning the Ships at 
St. Mahi being maturely confidered, 
and Vice-Admiral Rookg and Vice- 
Admiral Cal lew berg (who were late¬ 
ly Cent with a Squadron of Ships 
before that Port) reprefenting the 
great Difficulty of carrying Ships 
in there, by reafon of the multi¬ 
tude of Rocks, the rapidity of the 
Tides, and the Pilots refuting to 
conduct any Frigats or Firefhips in¬ 
to the Harbour, becaufe the Marks 
might be removed ^ It is the O- 
pinion of the Flag-Officers, that 
it is not practicable to attempt a- 
ny thing againfl the Enemy’s Ships 
at St. Malo's with any part of the 
Fleet, till the Town it felf be fo 
far reduced by the Land Forces, 
as that the Ships which fhall be 
fent in may receive no great an¬ 
noyance from the Enemy’s Guns 
in the Attempt: And the General 
and Field Officers of the Army are 
of Opinion, that they are not ca¬ 
pable to do any Service at that 
Place, without the a hi (lance of the 
Fleet. 

It was then confidered, whether it 
was feifable to attempt any thing 
on the Enemy’s Ships at Brefi $ 
and though the Flag-Officers are 

of 
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of Opinion, That an Attempt 
might be made there with Tome 
hopes of Succefs, provided the 
Summer Seafon was not fo far 
fpent ^ yet confidering how far the 
Seafon of the Year is now advan¬ 
ced, they do not think it fit to . 
attempt any thing againft the Ene- m”fit la 
my's Ships in that Port, in regard attempt 

the Fleet may be ex poled to very 
great Inconveniencies, Ihould they Winter 
be Wind-bound near that Place: 
And it is the Opinion of the Ge- Zlnfcd 
Herat and Field-Officers of the Ar- . 
my. That they cannot be able to 
do any Service againft the Enemy 
there, unlefs they could be pro¬ 
tected by the Fleet. 

And it is alfo the Opinion of the 
Flag-Officers, That ’tis not fafe for at 
the Fleet to attempt any thing a- 
gainft the Enemy at Rochfort, the 
Seafon of the Year being fo far 
fpent, and the Place it felf lying 
fo far in the Bay, 

It was then confidered, whether the Detcr- 
Fleet might lie with fafety on the 
Coaft of Normandy, to proted the of 
Army in any Attempt that may Nor- 
|be made either at Havre de Grace, To^ttia 
£a Hogue, or any Place belonging the Army 

to tfie Enemy thereabouts: And 
M 3 the 
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&H Flag-Officers are of Opinion, 
That the Fleet fnay lie with fafety 
on that Coaft till towards the fat¬ 
ter end of the next Month, in cafe 
their Majefty’s Service fhouM re¬ 
quire it: And his refolved the 
Fleet lie on the faid Coaft accor- 
_j * <■#/» 

dingly. 
■feefid.es thefe Refolutions of a Gene- 

, t r ~ 

ral Council of War of Sea and Land 
Officers, the Flags themfelveS came to 
the following Determination. 

That in regard the Tranfport Ships 
with the Land Forces were come 
to the Fleet, in order to try what 
might be attempted againft the 
Enemy, either at St. Mato, Brefi, 

- or Rochfort, it was their Opinion, 
that fome thing might be attemp¬ 
ted with probability of Succefs, 
was not the Seafon of the Year fb 
far fpent, as not to admit of the 
Fleet’s going with fafety to fee 
whether or no any thing might 
be done at thofe Places. 

Purfuant to what was determined, 
the following Orders were given to 
Sir John Ajhby, That he fhould fail with 
one Firfc Rate, 6 Seconds, 17 Thirds, 
one Fourth, and four Firefhips, together 
with feveral Dutch Ship's, Over to the 
Coaft of France, and lie With the Body 

of 
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of his Squadron about 15 Leagues North 
from the Weft-end of the hie of BaJJe, 
and by placing fome of the Ships nearer 
to the Shore, endeavour to prevent the 
French pa fling from St. Malo to Brefi : 
But he was cautioned to look out care¬ 
fully for any of the Enemy’s Ships that 
might be coming from the Weft. In 
this Station he was to continue till fur¬ 
ther Orders, for which he was directed 
to fend to Dartmouth by all convenient 
opportunities: And if he joined the 
Ships with Captain Nevil, he was from 
them to encreafe his Squadron of EngUjh 
Ships to 30, and fend the remainder to 
St. Hellens, with a Wefterly Wind, or 
if Eafterly, to Torbay, that fo they 
might join the Body of the Fleet. 

On this Service he Cruized fo Jong 
as Weather would permit, and then 
came in without meeting any of the 
Enemy’s Ships 5 and being at Spit head 
the 14th of September, the Colleftor at 
Cowes fent to him the Mafter of a French 
Tartan, taken fome days before off of 
Portland. This Man gave an Account, 
That he came out of St. Maids the 7th 
Day of this very Month, in company 
with a Vice-Admiral, and 16 Ships of 
War, from 60 to 80 Guns, and 6 Fire- 
Ihips, which by reafon of little Wind 
anchored under Cape Farrell, and re- 

M 4 mained 
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mained there till the ioth, and then, 
at fix in the Morning, failed with the . 
Wind at E. by S. for Breft. 

In fine, although upon the Admiral’s 
parting with Sir John AJhby, it was a- 
greed at a Council of War, to pro¬ 
ceed to the French Coaft off of La 
Hogue, and thereabouts ^ yet in his 
pafiage from Torbay he met with Orders 
from the Queen, and thereupon the 
Fleet, with the Tranfport Ships, came 
to St. Hellens, where lying a confidera- 
ble time Wind-bound, and the Winter 
Seafon being far advanced, the great 
Ships were ordered about, the Land For¬ 
ces landed, and the Fleet divided into 
Squadrons, according as was judged 
moft for the Advantage of the Service. 

In the Month of November, 1692, a 
fnnp’e- Squadron was ordered to be got ready 
pared for for Service in ' the Weft-Indies, which 
indiJs^ was comP°fed °f two Third Rates, fix 
under Fourths, three Fifths, one Sixth, three 
commandFirefhips, a Storefhip, an Hofpital, and 
Frsncis * Bomb-Veflel, and about 1500 Soldiers 
wilder, were put on board of them, and Tran- 

fports particularly appointed. Sir Fran¬ 
cis Wheler was the Perfon made choice 
of for commanding this Squadron, and 
received Inftru&ions the 25th Day of 
the aforefaid Month of November, front 
the Lords of the Admiralty, how to 
•f .<■ - - - govern . 
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govern himfelf, not only in proceeding 
to, but alfo when he (hould be in the 
Weft-Indies, and was there at liberty to 
take under his command three other 
Fourth Rates, namely the Norwich, Dia¬ 
mond, and Mordaunt ^ but befides thele 
Inftru&ions, he received others from 
His Majefty, dire&ing what Places be¬ 
longing to the Enemy he (hould at¬ 
tempt, and in what manner he (hould 
act in conjunction with the Land For¬ 
ces,which were commanded by Colonel 
Foidfs. 

It was the beginning of January be¬ 
fore this Squadron could be entirely got 
ready, and then the Commadore failed 
with them, and all his Train, and ar¬ 
rived off of Dartmouth the 9th, having 
received Power ( for the greater Grace 
of the Expedition, from which fo much 
was hoped) to put abroad the Union- 
Flag at the Main-top-maft-head, fo foon 
as he (hould be out of the Soundings. 

The 26th of January, 1692, he reach’d TheS ^ 
the Maderas, and having taken in Wa- dr on at. 
ter, failed from thence the 29th, and riws at 
arrived at Carlife Bay in Barbadoes theMaderls 
1 ft of March following, where he was 
joined by feveral Ships that feparated 
from him in his Paflage. 

A 
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to attack A Council of War, which was herd 
Marti- called, determined to attack Martinico 

n,co- and two Regiments were joined to a- 
bout 800 Land-men found at Barbadoes, 
commanded by Colonel Salter, and Co¬ 
lonel Butler. There was advice of this 
lent to Colonel Coddringtan, General of 
the Leeward Iflands, and he was de- 
fired to caufe the Forces in thofe Parts 
to meet the reft with all fpeed under 
the Lee of Martimco. And yet further 
to ftrengthen thefe Forces, upon occa¬ 
sions of Service, there was formed a 
Battalion ot Seamen, of which the Com- 
madore was himfelf to be Colonel, and 
Captain Hawkins Lieutenant-Colonel. 

ACoun. The Squadron arriving at Cull de Sack 

War cal- Royal in Martinico, the 15th of April, 
hd. a General Council of War was called, 

of Sea and Land Officers ; and the Que- 
ftion being put. Whether the Soldiers 
fhould land firft, and deftroy Fort 
St. Piere, and the Plantations therea¬ 
bouts, or begin with Fort Royal, it was 
agreed to land at or near Fort St. Piere, 
and that the Fleet fhould privately fail 
the next Morning, for countenancing 
this Attempt. 

Another Being before the Town of St. Piere, 
Council of the 20th of April, another Council of 
mK War was called, and a Debate ariling. 

Whether a clofe Siege fhould be laid, 
and 
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and an Attack made on the Town and 
Fort of St. Pierc, or retire with the For¬ 
ces on Ship-board, and there conilder' 
further what was fit to be done: It was 
moved by the Prefident, (Sir Franck 
Wheler) that every Man fhould give 
his Opinion in Writing. , 

Thus each Officer, both by Sea and Reafons 

Land, took the Matter into Confide- for,‘otM- 

ration, and having drawn up their Rea- 'Z'Csr. 
ions, and Signed them, they were de- Pierc. 

Jivered in. Few there were, among 
them all, if any, except Sir Franck 
Wheler himfelf, and, I think, Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel Colt, who were for making 
this Attempt, but rather to retire, and 
land in fome other Place, in order to 
fpoil the Enemy. 

Some, nay moft of thofe Gentlemen, 
alledged, that the French were fuperior 
to our Forces 5 and that at leaft one 
Third of our Men being Irijh Papifts, 
there could be but very little truft put 
in them; and ’twas likewife alledged,. 
That the greateft Number of our People 
had not born Arms before this Expedi¬ 
tion. . 

Other Objc&ions there were. That 
the Roads were almoft unpafTable, and 
the Hills inacceffible ; and that the At¬ 
tempt would not only too much expofe 
our Men to the Enemy, but to Sicknefs 

a !fo, 
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alfo, by reafon of the Fatigue 3 8oo of 
the 3000 ("including the Irijh) being 
cither found killed, wounded, or fick 
within three Days after Landing. 

Others there were, and particularly 
general Coddrwgton, who were of Opi¬ 
nion, That fhould our Army be beaten, 
it would be almoG: impoffible to retreat 
on board the Ships 3 by which means 
they apprehended, that not only Barba- 
does, but the Leeward Iflands, would 
be, in a very great degree, expofed to 
the Enemy 3 for that the moft of the 
Forces were drawn from thofe Places 
for this Service. 

*,/./w finf’ was refolved at a Council 
to fait to ®f War held the 2 2d of Aprily 16^3, 
Domi- that the Army fliould Embark, and the 
mco‘ Squadron fail to Dommico to Water, 

and Refrefh the Men, who at this time 
were but in very indifferent Circum- 
ftgnces of Health. 

At Dominico another Council of War 
was called on the 25th of April, and 
the Queftion was put whether they 

^ot'tTi attack Guardalupe. It was car- 
Tack r‘e(i by a great Majority in the Nega- 
Guarda. tive 3 and thereupon it was refojved to 
lupe. fend home all the Forces belonging to 

Bar hacker and the Leeward Iflands, with 
proper Convoys, and that the Squadron 
fhould proceed to and rendezvous gt 

; ’ ' ' st: 
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St. Chrijlophers, to take in Water, and 
refrefh the fick Men. 

Sir Franck Wheler did indeed take in¬ 
to confideration, the great Charge the 
Crown had been at on this Expedition, 
and was therefore of Opinion, that the 
Place ought to be immediately attack’d 5 
and General Coddrington was alfo of the 
fame Mind, as was Colonel Foulkcs, pro¬ 
vided the Squadron and Army could 
remain there fix Weeks, or two Months, 
to bring in and carry off the Inhabi¬ 
tants ^ for in lefs time than that, it was 
believed it could not be effected, by rea- 
fon that the Enemy were as ftrong, or 
rather ftronger, here, than at St. Piere 5 
but Sir Franck informing them, That 
the King had positively ordered the 
Fleet fhould not continue in thofe Parts 
longer than the laft of May, and the 
Forces belonging to Barbadoes prefling 
very earneftly to be gone, the Squadron 
failed to the Leeward Iflands, where 
they (laid fome time to refrefh them-r/ 
felves, and then bent their Courfe to „’,L I 
Nen> England, and arrived at Bojlon the r[ves at 
12th of June, Colonel Fonlkes dying 
foon after he came on board in the 
Road of St. Chrijlophers. 

Sir Franck Wheler\ according to the 
Commands he had received from His 
Majefty, propofed to Si r William Phips, 

Cover- 

ua- 
ar- . 
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Governor of NmExglmi, the going to 
and attempting ■£«&**. but hfhJW 

whlhan an7- ,Ppvious Advice thereof; 

fonr Mhe(ifa'r ?e ought to ,lave batl four Months before, fo as to have got 
all things ready ; and that Expedition 
requ,rm| the Squadron’s failing by the 
firft of July, and a llrength of '4000 

at lead, which very much ex- 
cccdcd the Numbers we had, that Af- 
*?!1 *unJc; So that on the firft of July 
the recovered Men began to Embark, 

. failed from3'B,ftm^ 

The Commadore being defirous to do 
iomething, though in fo weak a Con- 

T, c before he reach’d England, fteer’d 
llnlT for Newfoundland, and arrived at Places 

iA j iei*Angufl. He was infor- 
nied, that the French were very ftron«- 
theie, not only in large Privateers, (Tor 
in the whole Expedition there was no 
news of a Squadron of Ships of War) 
but m at leaft 2000 Men, reckoning 
Soldiers and Inhabitants. That the 
Mouth of the Harbour, (which was 
not above a Ship’s length in breadth) 
was guarded by three Cables a-crofs, 
and a ftrong Fort of more than 50 large 
Cannon, and Pallifado’d to the Land • 
and^ the Hills alfo juft over the Fort 
fortified with two other fteme Forts, well 
fecured with Pallifadoes. 1 Ltpoo 

rives at 
New¬ 
found¬ 
land, 
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Upon this he called a Council of War * c***- 
of the Sea and Land Officers, and ear- c‘Jed>ar 
neftly prefs’d, that the Land Forces ar.d nfii. 
might make the Attempt on Shore, 
while the Fleet did the fame by Sea, tempt 

and that fome Soldiers might be taken Piacen- 
from the Tranfport-Ships to affift in the na’ 
Men of War, which had not more 
Men than were fufficient to ply one 
Tier of their Guns. This was reje&ed 
by the Land Officers 3 and there was 
11 to 6 of thofe of the Sea, againft go¬ 
ing in with the Ships to batter the 
Great Fort: However, he fent fome of 
the Frigats, and part of the Soldiers un¬ 
der Command of Major Rabifiner, to 
deftroy the French at St. Peters, a Place 
of Note, which they effettually did. 

The 28th of Alignfi, 1693, the Squa¬ 
dron arrived in the Bay of Bulls in 
Newfoundland, and took in Water and 
Wood 3 and being kept there by bad 
Weather till the 2 2d of September, the sir Fr. 
Commadore then failed for England, Whe]f 
and on the i3th of October he received, 7-1 e‘1- 
at Portfmonth, a Commiflion, appoin- land, 
ting him Rear-Admiral of the Red. 

Thus ended this Expedition, wherein 
though we gained no manner of Repu¬ 
tation, yet was it attended with the un¬ 
fortunate Lofs of many very good Offi¬ 
cers and Men : And it had like to have 
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happen’d much worfe, through the 
want of Hands fufficient to bring the 
Ships home 5 which were likewife in a 
very bad Condition, both as to their 
Hull, and other Particulars. 

The F.'iet The 18th of March, 1692, Mr. Kllli- 
put under cre-w. Sir Ralph Delavall, and Sir Clou- 

mman ^WJ10 were j0'mt]y appotn- 
KiJJi- ted Admirals of the Fleet) received In- 
R^Dda- ^rU(^'ons from the Lords of the Adrni- 
vail, and ralty to proceed to Sea, and (without 
&>ciou- expefting particular Orders, by which 
ShovdJ. Opportunities of Service might be loft) 

to ufe their utmoft endeavours to annoy 
the Enemy, and protect the Trade. The 
Number of Ships (befides Dutch, which 
was commonly Five to our Eight) ap¬ 
pointed for the Body of the Fleet, was 
6 Firft Rates, 10 Seconds, 28 Thirds, 
6 Fourts, 4 Fifths, and 5 Sixth Rates5 
together with 17 Firelhips, one Bomb- 
Vellel, and 4 Hofpitals. 

There was at this time a great want 
of Men, and for the more fpeedy rai¬ 
ling them, general Orders were ifliied 
(but foon after contradicted) for ta¬ 
king half the Seamen from all the Pri¬ 
vateers $ but that the Fleet might be put 

n-ue Re. into as early a Condition for Service as 
*imnts ’twas poffible, 5 Regiments of Foot were 
«/ Foot ort{erC(] to be embarked at PortCutouth 2 
put on J 

Hoard, *111 u 
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that the Provifions might Lift the lon¬ 
ger, the Ships Companies-were put to 
fix to four Men's Allowance of all Spe¬ 
cies, except Beer $ (which they was du¬ 
ly paid for) for there was not yet fuch 
a Quantity provided, as would enable 
them to keep at Sea fo long as the Set- . 
vice might require. . 

The Fleet arrived at St. Hellem the rht A* 
7th of May, where the Admirals formed 
their Line of Battel 5 and fince it is not St.He 1. 
altogether neceflary to infert the fame lcns> and 
in the exact manner, with every Ship s their um 
Name, and that of her Commander, as °f 
they were appointed to follow • each 
other, I (hall explain the Strength, of 
each Divifion thus, viz. : 
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Englijh, 
In the Divifion 

of the Vice- 
Admiral of| 
the Blue. 

Admiral of the 
Blue. 

Ratesi 
- 

1 * 

Dutch. 
Vice-Admiral. 
Admiral. 
Another Vice- ? 

Admiral S 

1 
2 

*rj ** * ~\ ^ 
lit id id 4th Jth 6th ^ 

# 

0551003 

t 5 \ - 

Rear Admiralofl 02 6 
the Blue. 5 

Rear-Admiral 
of the Red 

Admiral of the 
Red. 

1 o 1 

100 

5 loo 

5 122 

2 4200 

1 6 102 

04301 

3 
2 

3 

12 12 40 11 2 6 19 

According to this Line of Battel, the 
Fleet, Englijh and Dutch, would, when 
foin'd, have confifted of 102 Sail, be- 
(ides Brigantines, Bomb-Veflels, and 
Hofpital Ships, whereof 75 were Ships 
of the Line 5 and although thofe of the 
Dutch, which I reckon according to 
Rates, (a Method not ufed by that 

Country) 
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Country) are more or lefs inferior to 
thofe of England; yet I have taken 
great care to marffial them together, as 
near as thofe Differences would admit 
of. 

The Day after the Fleet arrived at ACmEu 
Spithead, the Flag-Officers took into **«/”£* 
Confideration, according to Her Ma- tempting 
jefty’s Commands, what number of'^^ 
Ships might be proper for them to carry 
to Brefi, and what might be attempted 
when there, and did refolve, That if 
the Fleet could be made up to 70, they 
would proceed to the faid Port, ana 
endeavour to attempt the French Ships 
there 5 and the Reafon why they in¬ 
filled on fuch a Number, was the Un¬ 
certainty whether the Ships from Thou- 
Ion had joined them. 

Another Council of War was called Another 
the 15th of May, 1693, to conlider c°duua-. 
how the Streights Fleet, with the Trade 
to Tnrky, might mod finely proceed forward 

under the Conduct of Sir George Rooky. T 
Having debated the Matter, they were Zy. ™ 
of Opinion, That if the Thouton Squa¬ 
dron was come out of the Streights, and 
join’d thofe of Brejl, 10 Men of War, 
a final 1 Frigat, and a Firefhip, would 
be fufficient for the aforefaid Convoy, 
and that the feparate Convoy for Spain 
ought to proceed with them, and tlfe 

N 2 Body 
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J^ody ot the Fleet accompany them both 
otit of the Chanel : But that if the 
Fret/co were not joined, it was proper 
tne whole Squadron fhould forthwith 
proceed with their Convoys. On the 
phter hand, if the French Fleet was 
joined, and at Sea, it was judged ad~ 
vi'cable tor the main Fleet to proceed 
with the Mediterranean Squadron fo far 
as a Council of War fhould think pro¬ 
per, when in the Soundings • but if no 
certain Advice could be got of the 
Thoulon Squadron’s being come out ot 
the Streights, or where they were, be¬ 
fore the Fleet failed from St. Hellens, it 
was determined that the Mediterranean 
Squadron (that is to fay, io Men of 
War, a Frigat and a Firefhip) fhould 
remain at St. Hellens till Intelligence 
could be gained. 

The 19th of May, 1693, the Lords 
of the Admiralty (in obedience to Her 

the Lords Majefty’s Commands) fent Orders to the 
0}the/id- Admirals to fail in company of the 
hhfai! Squadron bound to the Mediterranean, 
with the and of the Virginia and Bilhoa Convoys, 
rh'rT^ and ^iat after they had proceeded with 
1them as far as it fhould be judg’d requi- 

hte, they fhould order the Streights 
Squadron to (leer fuch Courfe to Cadiz, 
as fhould be thought mod fafe by a 
Council of War, with rel'pect as well 

> to 

the Ad- 
vairals 

ordered by 

ky Con 

‘VOV 

>1 
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to the Brefi Fleet, if gone to Sea, as to 
the Thoulon Squadron • and then with 
the Body of the Fleet to put in Execu¬ 
tion the Inftru&ions they had received. 

A Council of War being hereupon 
called, it was determined. That the 
Main Fleet, and Mediterranean Squa¬ 
dron, Paon Id proceed together 30 Leagues 
W.S. W. off of ZJjhant, and that when 
the Admirals fpread a Blue Flag at the 
Mai n-top - maft-hcad, and fired 3 Guns, 
Sir George Rookc, as well as the other 
Convoys, (hould proceed, according to 
the Orders they had received from the 
Lords of the Admiralty. 

The Fleet being on the 4th of June 
30 Leagues W. S. W. oft' Vfiant, a 
Council of War was called of the Flag 
Officers, both Dutch and Engl ifh, and 
twas then determined. That fince they 
had no Intelligence of the Enemy, the 
Fleet fhould accompany the Mediterra¬ 

nean Squadron 20 Leagues further, and 
then return to the former Station, and 
take up the Cruizers, and from thence 
proceed to the Rendezvous to Leagues 
N. W. off TJlhant: So that leaving the 
Streights Squadron on the 6th in the 
Evening, they arrived at the faid Ren¬ 
dezvous two Days after. 
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During thi$ time they met with no 
Intelligence of the Enemas Fleet $ but 
tne Lords of the Admiralty received 

fnm sir Advice on the 13th, from Sir Lambert 
Lambert Blackwell, (who was then Conful at 
tcitif Thorne) which he had from the Ma- 
the ° ^er of a Malteefe Bark, that the Thoulon 
Thou- Squadron, with 35 Galleys, were ready 

to proCeed frorr, Marfeiltes 5 and fome 
; Days before this the Country was al¬ 

ia rm’d with a Number of Ships feen off 
of Scilly, which was thought to be the 
French Fleet, but proved to be only 
Danes and Swedes, under Convoy of a 
Man of War of about 44 Guns. 

Some Ships being Cent to gain Intelli¬ 
gence on the French Coaft, one of them, 
the Warjpight, return’d to the Fleet the 
17th of June, with an Account, That 
die had ftood fo near in with St. Mat1 
thews Point,as to bringBreJlBay open* 
and that neither Ship or other VeiTel 

mfsshipscoll!c* ke difcover’d there, except two 
mad bs or three frnall Fifhir.g Boats $ fo that 
frettM the Admirals determined to fail off of 

xtU' Scilly to look for the Enemy, (having 

'frigid! not yet been inform’d that the Ships 

t&ne of 
the Ene- 

* ds which gave the Allarm were only Danes tff'cf 

$'ciJJy„ and Swedes') and from thence to repair 
to Torbay with the 69 Ships of the Line 
of Battel they had with them, of 
Which 45 were Englifi, and 24 D"trh. 

• ■. ■ There 
* , 1 
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There (hey arrived the at ft of 
and were in great want oi levera I bpe- Torbay 
cies of Provifions, but more elpecially 
Beer, Butter and Cheefc. A Council 
of War was called the 23d, upon Com¬ 
mands from Her Majefty, concerning 
Sir George Rookg, it being apprehended 
that he might be in danger from the 
French Fleet, as indeed it happened. 

It was by this CouncU determined 
to proceed to Lisbon, and join the Me- cil of War „ 
diterranean Squadron ^ but it was found upon Jp- 
upon ftrift Enquiry, they had not Pro- T0rf™f,e 
vifions fo to do. Neverthelefs, fince it Turky 
was judged that Squadron did greatly 
require the affiftance of the Fleet, it ^£‘” 
was refolved to proceed in fearch of the 
Enemy, if in 14 Days time they could 
be compleated with Vi&uals for 10 
Weeks at whole Allowance. 

Much about this time Advice came Mvue 
from the Confui of 0-Porto, dated the rV-c‘Peed 
9th of June, That on the 1 ft of that French 

Month, there arrived News at Lisbon, Fleet's 
by Exprefs from Algarve, That Monfieur 
Tonrville with the French Fleet, confift- Bay. 
ing of 75 Men of War, and feveral 
other Ships and Veflels, in all to the 
Number of 114, were come into the 
Bay of Lagos, between Cape St. Vincent 
and Faro. ’Twas faid that at firft they 
fhew’d BngHJh Colours, and fome of 

' N 4 them 
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them Dutch, and that by Engtijh Men 
lent on Shore, they pretended to be of 
thole Nations 5 but that the next Day the 
Governor fending on board of the Ad¬ 
miral, lie in (in uated as if he had been 
forced in there by bad Weather, and 
that he intended to fail the next Mor¬ 
ning 5 but without doubt his real de¬ 
sign was to intercept our Men of War 
and their Convoys. 

Befides this Intelligence, an Exprefs 
was fent to the Bifhop of Algarve, that 
Count d'Efiree was join’d Monfieur 
Tourville, and that the whole Body of 
the Fleet feem’d to hand off to Sea, in 
older to double Cape St. llncent, and 
then proceed Northward : And there 
was Intelligence at Cadiz, that the French 
fleet had been difeover’d in Lagos Bay 
the 6th of June, in all about 120 Sail, 
of which 70 great Ships, befides 16 
Firefhips, and 6 Bomb-Vdlels, and that 
20 Sail of them were Cruizing Weft- 
ward. 

The m- Thefe Advices reaching the EngUfo 
mr/hj> Gourt, the Lords of the Admiralty did 
di(tribute ^ ^ cl oi jiitjc icnd Carders to the Ad— 
proviji- mirals, to diftribute the expeifted Pro- 
‘fyn tt vi'*ons equally, fo foon as it ftiould 
ihig;. arrsye, and to caufe each Captain to 

take on board what Water he could, 
fince ’twas probable the Service might 

require 
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require the . Fleet’s continuing at Sea a 
considerable time 5 and exprefs Dire¬ 
ctions were given to the Commiffioners 
for Victualling, to provide as fall as 
poffibly they could, and haften to the 
Fleet, what Provisions was then Shipt 
off 3 for at that time what was on board 
would fuffice no longer than is hereaf¬ 
ter mentioned, according to the Com¬ 
putation made thereof by the Agent to 
the Commiffioners of the Vi&ualling 3 

l8s 
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The 1 ft of July, 1693, the Flag-Offi- Thar 

cars fubmitted it to Her Majefty, whe- faf°ns 
ther it might be advifeable for the 
Fleet to proceed to Lisbon, for that if with the 
the French were join'd and fail’d North- ^ 
ward, the Coaft of England would be fjaiue of 

expofed to Infults. That which had be- s,r Geo, 

fore induced them to propofe goingRooj£e' 
thither,was for the Security of SirGe<?rg<? 
Rooke, and the Merchant Ships, and 
proceeding with him furjfeer, or accom¬ 

pany 
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panying him home, as it ftiould be 
thought mod proper : But fince Orders 
were fent to him to return, they 
thought it would be very uncertain 
where to meet him ^ and tney were of 
Opinion, That Her Majetty's Orders to 
him were fo full, that there was no oc- 
catton for their giving any others in 
addition thereunto, fince thereby he 
was dire&ed, That if he was obliged 
to go into the River of Lisbon, and re¬ 
ceived certain Intelligence, during his 
ftay there, that the Thottlon Squadron 
had join'd the reft of their Fleet, and 
were together gone Northward from 
off the Coaft of Portugal, he ftiould 
leave a proper Number of Ships, both 
Englijh and Dutch, to proceed up the 
Strcights with the Turly Fleet, and him- 
felf return* with the reft and join the 
Body of our Fleet in thefe Seas, and not 
meeting them in his paflage, to make 

' the Port of Plimouth, and there expedt 
further Order. But thefe Orders be¬ 
ing not fent away before the 5d of June, 
they could not poftibly arrive time e- 
nough • for he being the 17th of that 
Month about 60 Leagues ftiort of Cape 
St. Vincent, he ordered the LarV a 
nimble Sixth Rate, to ftrerch a-head of 
his Scouts in Lagos Bay, to get what 
Intelligence could be had there of the 

Enemy ^ 
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Enemy 5 but this Ship hawling the 
Shore on board, in the Night, more 
than the reft of the Fleet did, lay be¬ 
calmed. 

The next Day the Scouts difeover’d ThiFrtnch 
two of the Enemy’s Ships, and chafing r.leet ff 
them till fomewhat after Noon, the Lagos 
Chatham came up with one of them, a Bay by 
Ship of 70 Guns, and engaged her a (*eo- 
fmall time:, but feeing 8 or 10 Sailun- ° '' 
der the Cape, left her, and repaired to 
the Admiral with an Account thereof. 
Hereupon, a Council of War being 
called of the other two Flag-Officers, 
namely, Rear-Admiral Hopfon and Vice- 
Admiral Vattdergoes, the Admiral pro- 
pofed keeping the Wind, or laying by 
all Night, that fo a Difcovery of the 
Enemy’s Strength might be made the 
next Morning : But in this he was o~ 
ver-rul’d 5 and it was urg’d, that the 
Wind being frefti Northerly, it gave a 
fair Opportunity of pufhing for Cadiz. 
The Admiral being apprehenfive that 
fuch an Attempt might prove of ill Con- 
fequence, by drawing the Fleet into a 
greater Force of the Enemy than he 
could be able to difengage himfelf from, 
thought it requifite, before the Refult 
of the Council of War was Signed, to 
pall to him five or fix of the Captains 
that happened to be on board 5 whofe 

1 ' ' - Opinions 
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Opinion being asked, they did all con¬ 
cur m what had been before refolved : 
Wherefore he ran along Shore all 
Night with a p reft Sail, and forced fe- 
■veial or the Enemy s Ships to cut from 
their Anchors in Lagos Bay. 

The next Morning by break of Day, 
being off of Villa-Nova, it fell calm, 
and aoout to Sail of the Enemy's Ships 
Of War, and tome other (mill Ships 
with them, were feen in the Offing. 

Someef Tbofe 'drips ftood away with their 
theFnnch ^oats a;bead, fetting fire to forne, and 
ships ha- defiroying and deferring other of their 
tire’to bnab Vehels s but fome of them fell in- 
dma. o«rto our hands ^ and in one there was a 
Squadron Train laid which blew up 20 of our 
Bodj./,ar hden. One of their Firefiiips was alfo 

taken, by falling into the Fleet in the 
Night, and the Men on board her in¬ 
form’d the Admiral, That the Squadron 
confided but of 15 Ships of the Line 
of Battel, but that there was three Flags, 
Monfieur Tonrvilk, Monfieur Villet, and 
Monfieur Lemon • and that they had 
with them 40 odd fail of Storefhips 
and Merchant Men bound to Thonlon, 
or to meet Monfieur d’F.jlree. They 
faid alfo the Squadron had been be¬ 
calmed off of the Cape, and that ha¬ 
ving watered in the Bay, were bound 
diredtJy into the Streights, without any 

Intention 
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Intention of feeing our Fleet. This, 
with the hafty Retreat of their Men of 
W ar in the Morning, and the defer¬ 
ring and burning their fmall Vefiels, 
gain’d a perfect Belief in the Admiral, 
and the reft of the Flag-OSicers and 
Captains; but afterwards it was judged 
(and with Reafon too) that the preci¬ 
pitated Retreat of the little part of the 
Fleet (unlefs they were at fir ft fur prized, 
and judged our whole Strength toge¬ 
ther, from the Number of Merchant- 
Ships) was purpofely done to amufe 
us, and thereby to draw our Squadron 
infenfibly into the Body thereof. 

About Noon the Sea Breeze fprang 
up at W. N. VV, and North-weft, and 
then the Admiral bore away along 
Shore upon the Enemy, difcovering 7h-fne* 
their Strength the more the nearer he ■whole 

came to them, and at laft counted a-Strens^ 

bout 80 Sail $ but the number they Jed^ni 
ply'd up to him with was not above 16'bear 

16, with three Flags, the Admiral, 
Vice-Admiral of the Blue, and Rear- o-Jsqua- 
Admiral of the White. The Vice-Ad-dnn- 
miral of the White ftood off to Sea, that 
fo lie might weather our Squadron, and 
fall in with the Merchant Ships, whilft 
the Body of their Fleet lay promifcu- 
oufly to Leeward of one another, as 
far as they could be feen, efpecially their 
bis go ft Ships, A ' At 
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m'^i Jhree in the Afternoon the Ad» 
miraJ being within four Miles of the 
Enemy Vice-Admiral Faroes brought 
V"/ ft* him word, tit be 
, P ^epfit)le of the Deceipt, for that 

foeir whole Fleet might bf difcovered. 

iTnT/rKl°f ?P,niorn to avoid Fighting, 
fpoffible being fearful that not only 

many ot the Merchant Ships would be 

wnniJ-Sh* an Engagement there 
would certainly occafion the Ruine of 
the whole. The Admiral himfelf judg’d 
he was advanced too near to think of 
a Retreat, and therefore, before the re- 
capt of this Meflage, had refolved to 
pulh for it5 but afterwards refle£Hn« 
on the inconvehiencies he might ex- 
pole himfelf to, by Engaging, and 
thereby hazarding the lofs of the Squa¬ 
dron, contrary to the Opinion and Ad¬ 
vice of the Dutch Flag-Officer, he 
brought to, and flood off with an 
cane Sail, that fo the Dutch, and the 
heavy Sailers, might have time to work 
up to Windward, and he fent the Sheer- 
»efs with Orders to the fmall Ships 
that were near the Land, and cou d 
not (as he judged) keep up with the 
Fleet, to endeavour to get along Shore 
in the Night, and fave themfelves in 
tar oh, Sti Lucar, oi Cadiz, 

The 
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The Admiral and Vice-Admiral of 
the Blue, with 8 or ioSail of the Ene¬ 
my’s Ships, fetched very faft upon our 
Squadron, which obliged us to make 
Sail 5 but neverthelefs they came up 
with the Leewardmoft about 6 a Clock, 
which were two or three Dutch Men of 
War,and fome of their Merchant Ships, 
who ( foon after they were engaged ) 
tack’d in for the Shoar, and the Enemy 
after them, and thereby gave a fair op- ne?. 
portunity to our Ships that were to 
Windward, and A-head, to make Sail ^ 
off. The Admiral ftood off all Night b 
with a preft Sail, having a frefh Gale 
N.N.W, and on Sunday Morning 54of i°™ng 

the Merchant Ships, and feveral Men , 
of War, were about him, but of the sh^s in¬ 

tetter no more than two of thofe be-»tu 
longing to the Dutch, and one Ham- sht*r' 
burgher, and five Sail of the Enemy’s 
Ships, were to Leeward, and two to 
Windward,which laft tack’d from him, 
but yet dogg’d him all Day. 

The next day the Admiral called the 
Officers of the Men of War and Mer¬ 
chant Ships on board, to inform hitn- 
felf what Account they could give of 
the reft of the Fleet, and to Advife 
what was beft to be done for the Secu¬ 
rity of the Remainder. Some of them 
faid, they faw 40 or 50 Ships bear a 

way 

i,i< 11 

ii;i 
.11 1 



TranfaBicns at Sea, See. 
way to the Southward,about io a Clock 
on Saturday night, and that among 
them were the Monk., and a Dutch Man 
of War of 50 Guns 5 and there was 
great hopes that the Shandoife, Ajia,a.nd 
feveral other large Ships bound to Tur- 
h, were fafe, becaufe the Admiral's 
own Ship was the Leewardmoft of the 
Fleet on Sunday Morning, and that now 
there could be difeern’d none to Lee¬ 
ward but the five Drench Ships, which 
(food away towards Cadiz when they 
left him. Not more than one of the 
Mahers of the Merchant Ships was for 
looking towards the Streights Mouth $ 
the reft were pofitively againft it: Some 
enclin’d for Lisbon,others for the Groyne, 
but mod for Ireland ^ fo that he deter¬ 
mined to fteer away either for Cork or 
Kinfdlc, the two principal Ports in that 
Kingdom. 

With great Cunning the Enemy 
drew our Fleet into this Misfortune 5 
but had they purfued the Advantage 
with as much Condud and Refolution, 
not a Ship had efcaped ^ for the Admi¬ 
ral, and Vice-Admiral of the Blue,were 
within Shot of our Admiral, when they 
tack’d and Rood in to the Shoar after 
the Dutch-.; and that tacking (as I 
have faid before) faved the reft of th@ 
Fleet 
■ ' Ha- 
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Having given this Account, it may 
193 

In what 

manner 
Sot be altogether improper to take up the Squa- 

a little of your lime, and my own, in d™> «nd 

relating how the Fleet, both Ships of fhifmre 
War, and thofe of the Merchants, was felted. 
by this unlucky Accident feparated. 
Viz. 

English Ships of Ifar* 

Royal Oak* 
Breda. 
Monmouth« 
Lion. 
TVoolwich. 
Newcajlk. 
Chatham. 
Tyger Prize. 
Lnmley Cajile. 
Princefs Anne. 
Loyal Merchant* 

Lark. 
Salamander. 
Difpatch Brigantine 
Speedwell l 
Vulture 
Mufievia Merchant. 

Storeftiip. 
Sufaha,Bomb Store- 

(hip. 

All thefe were with 
h the Fleet when the 

French left US. 

Bore up with the 
Shandois c« 
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( Tack’d and ftood 

Sheer nefs.--] in for theShoar 
Snirna Factor.-j with the Mer- 

C chant Ships. 

Dutch Ships of War. 

Captain General. 
Geldcrlancl. — 

. Thefe were alfo in 
■» the Fleet. 
f Gone Convoy to 

Oojlerjiellingveerfe. —J St.Ubcs and Port 0 
D'Befcermeer. ---S Port, and fo for- 

C ward for Cadiz. 
%1. i Bore up with the 
Nmveegen. Shandokjfia &c. 

Tack’d and ftood in 
Zeelandt.——-—- \ for the Shoa r,foon 
De Hadt Medezel. ,• after the Enemy 
Schiedam. ————■/ had fetch’d and 

engag’d them. 

'Merchant Ships in the Fleet, 

Cjeorge. —•— -% 

Concord. j>Bound to Smirna. 

Proven.-- 

Aleppo FaCtor. ——. Bound to Scandc- 

Reward.-' roon. 
Phoenix. —- Bound to Mejjina. 
Merchants Goodwill. Bound to Galleppo. 

\ • • V r * * 

Lam* 
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I am be t h. — } 

Poplar Frigat. r Bound to AUcant« 
Terra Nova Merchf» 3 
Hunter. - 
Andahifia. 

Sarah. 
heor^e. 

Fidelity. 

I Bound to Cadiz. 

Bound to St. Lucar, 

Hnglifh Merchant Ships wanting 

Shandok-— 
A fa. 

Italian Merchant. 
Mary.--- 

jofeph.— 

Loyalty, 

Jacob 

Bound to Smlrnct. 

\ Bound to Leghorne^ 
A Stnirna9 and Scan- 

L dcroon. 
; Bound to Scande- 

• ^ 
roon0 

> Bound to Venice, 

jattw -—-—n 

Profperons Africa. ( 
Rub-. > 
Golden Frigat.--  ) 
C'rcat Tumleen ——- Bound to Tank. 
I hree Brothers.-? 
Sufanna._< Bound to Alicant, 

Oxen den.--Bound to Me ijin a. 
Merchants Good- > ,, , .. ' , 

If HI__ \ Bound to Barcelona 

Fricndfhip, - - Bound to Malaga. 

O 2 

in 
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Sac refs. --— 

Malaga Factor. 
Benjamin. 

Frog Doggar. 
Sarah. 
John and Samuel.— 

John and Thomas.— 

Bound to Cadiz. 

Bound to St. Lncar. 

Ail the Dutch Turky Ships were mif¬ 

fing- 
Ail the Hamhtrgher Convoys were 

miffing, except one Man of War and 
one Merchant Man ; the other Man of 
War went to St. ZJhes, and fo forward 
for Cadiz. 

s,r Geo. After the Admiral had difpatched 
Rooke die Lark, with an Account of this Di- 
J Mode- *a^e,S t° England, he bore away with 
ra to Wa. the Fleet to the ifland of Madera s for 
her 

tie ar- 
rivst at 

Cork in 

Iceland. 

Water, where he had hopes of meet¬ 
ing fome of the fcattered Ships, but 
found only the Monk, commanded by 
Captain Fairhornc: Wherefore putting 
the Ships into the beft Condition he 
could, he failed from the Madera's the 
27th of June, 1695, and arrived at 
Cork in Ireland the 3d of Aitgi/Jl, where 
he received Orders from the joint 
Admirals, to fend the Royal OakBreda, 
Monmouth, I.ion, Woolrrich, and Lnmley 

Caflte. to the main Fleet: But in regard 
all* 
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all the Ships with him were in great 
Want of feveral Species of Provilions, 
and that no Service could be expected 
from thofe that were to remain at Khz- 
fate, lie Cent them thither under Com¬ 
mand of Captain Fairbome, and came 
himfeif with the before-mentioned De¬ 
tachment to the Fleet. 

After our Squadron had thus fortu¬ 
nately efcaped, the Enemy proceeded The 
up the St nights, and came to an An- 
chor before the Town of Malaga the ^ 
20th of July in the Morning, to theW^ 
Governor of which Place Monfieur 
Tottrville Pent word. That he had no 
Defign againft the Place, or Inhabitants, 
but that his Bufinefs was to burn ah 
the Englifi and Dutch Ships in the Port; 
adding,That if the City defended them, 
(which indeed it was in no good Con¬ 
dition of doing) he was refolved to 
Bombard it. The Governor returned 
Anfwer, ‘That he would endeavour to 
4 Protect the Ships according to the 
1 King his Maher’s Orders 5 fo that the 
next day the French placed their Broad- The 
tides towards the Ships in the Mold, be- (((( 
itag four Dutch and one EngUJls, and our Mer■ 

attempted to burn the "Union Frigat; bu t chanC 
they were twice repulfed. Neverthe- 
Icfs they continued to fire very hotly, vbefe 
and all having been done that was pof- ^afers 

O a dbk them. 

at 

aga 
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Bay and 
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Governor, 

rrt 'hey de¬ 
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$ qua dr on 

to Gi¬ 
braltar. 
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fibje to defend the Ships, their Mahers 
did at laft fink them. 

The Difpute between the City and 
the French Tiffed about fix Hours'*; but 
they did no great damage one to the 
others nor was there above 8 or to 
Men killed and wounded on Shore. 
After this the Enemy returned, and 
Anchored in the Bay of Cadiz,, where 
they were fo far from doing Mifchlef 
that at the Defire of the French Admiral 
(for there was no need of Compulfion) 
the Governor of the Place gave him a 
handfome Prefent of Refrefhments. 
1 he fame Afternoon they fent away 
all their Prizes to Fhonlotz, fbeing about 
18) under the Convoy of two Men of 
War and detached about 14 Ships, and 
two Bomb-VeffeJs, toward Gibraltar, in 
which Bay they arrived the 8th in the 
Morning, within Gun-foot of the'Forti¬ 
fications, which, together with the 
Mold and Ships, fired on them all Day- 
but they made no return. " 5 

The nth in the Morning, Captain 
Fittleton of the Smirna. Factor, fent from 
her, and feveralof the Merchant Ships, 
about 90 Seamen, to enable the Matters 
of the four Tttrky Ships to defend them, 
on whom the French fired, and fent in 
one of their Frigats to attack diem ; but 
the warm Reception fhe received. Toon 

: ' obliged 
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obliged them to refcue her with their 
Boatsbut when the French began to Our Mer- 

fling Bombs into the Mold thole Ma- f^funk 
fters fas the others did at Malaga) bor u ^ the;r 
holes in their Ships,and funk them, and 
then the French retired to Lagos Bay. the Enen.y 

Tis need Id's to throw away more repair to 

time in attending the Motion of the^»os 
French Fleet, or in relating the mighty y' 
Feats they did 5 . in bellowing fome 
Bombs on other Ports in the Streights, 
in their paftage to Thoulon, and there¬ 
fore I (hall again return to the Body of 
our Fleet at Home, which could by no 
means have arrived time enough to the 
A Alliance of Sir George Rooke, had they 
had fufficient Provilions, and all other 
things neceffary. But fince there was 
an abfolute NeceAity for their going to 
Sea, a Council of the Flag-Officers was A Courts 

called the 9th of July 5 and 'twas re- 
folv'd to proceed 40 Leagues S. W. cmyier 
from Vfhant, and then to conAder whe- how to 
ther ’twould be bell to remain there, or 
to remove to fome other Station, for 
the better intercepting the Enemy, and 
keeping the Fleet together. To put this 
in execution, they attempted to fail the 
nth, but were forced back by extream 
bad weather, which did conliderable 
damage to the Fleet, and many of the 
Ships loft their Topmafts and Anchors. 

O 4 The 
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The Misfortune of the T«rFy Squa¬ 
dron had not long reach’d the Court, 
ere there were feveral Queftions fent to 
the Admirals by the Lords of the Admi¬ 
ralty, with refpect to the Time and 
Place of their parting from the faid 
Squadron, and their not gaining Intel¬ 
ligence from Brcji, &c. but they adhe¬ 
ring to the feveral Councils of War 
that were called upon this Subject, the 
whole Matter ended with fome Exami¬ 
nations before the Houfe of Commons. 

The Victory, Dutehefs, Suffolk, Offory, 
and Elizabeth, which wanted the grea- 
teft Repairs, were, on the 2 2d of Au- 

ordered from the Fleet to Chatham t, 
but it was directed, that if any other 
damaged Ships could be put into a 
Condition for the Sea, at Torbay, they 
mould be immediately gone in hand 
with • and at this time all the Dutch 
Ships were in a tollerable good Condi¬ 
tion, except that wherein Vice-Admiral 
CaUemberg bore his Flag, and her Main- 
maft and Bowfprit were unferviceable. 
But the Winter Seafon being fomewhat 

tome with advanced, the Admirals received Or- 
the Fleet ders the 2 5th to come with the Fleet to 
Helens 5 and being arrived there, 
and lhi’ dte four Regiments were put on Shore 

r at Fort [mouth, and the three Deckt Ships 
Tlhllh* ordered to Blacbjlffes, except four of 
slum,' them, 
1 J 

The Ad¬ 

mirals 
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them, the St. Andrew, St. Michael, Nep¬ 
tune and Vanguard, which were ap¬ 
pointed to be fitted at Port [mouth. 

The 19th of September, 1695, 15 Dutch 
Ships of the Line of Battel, and two 
Frigats of 36 Guns, were ordered by 
His Majefty to Holland ^ fo that the 
Bodv being now feDarated, it was de- 
termined that one Second, 17 Thirds, 
7 Fourths, one Fifth, 7 Firefhips, and 
two Hofpital Ships, fhould be the Win¬ 
ter Guard. 

I come now to give an Account of 
the Proceedings of Sir Franck Wheler,SVr f r- 
who was appointed Admiral and Com- 
mander in Chief of the Squadron de - to Com- 
figned for the Mediterranean5 and ofma7]d a 
what pafs’d in thofe Parts, after hisSf"” 
unfortunate Lofs, under the Conduit Medtrer- 
of Rear-Admiral Nevil, till fuch timeranean' 
as he was join’d at Cadiz by the Earl of 
Orford, with the Englijhand Dutch Fleet. 

He was ordered by the Lords of the 
Admiralty, the 20th of November, 1693, 
to get in readinefs, and proceed to Ca¬ 
diz, with 16 Third Rates, 7 Fourths, 
one Fifth, one Sixth, fix Firefhips, two 
Bomb-Veffels, an Hofpital Ship, and 
a Storefhip, in company with feveral 
Dutch Ships of War appointed to join 
him 3 and to take under his Convoy all&vFr. 
Merchant Ships bound to Turky, or any w,lderf 
Port i n Spain or Italy. ' tf**- 
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If he arrived at Cadiz before the 

Spanijh Plate Fleet, he was to Cruize 
in inch Station as a Council of War 
fhould advife, not exceeding 30 Days, 
to fecore them in their Paffage : And 
when the faid Fleet arrived, or if they 
did not within the aforefaid time, he 
was to proceed into the Mediterranean 
with 7 Third Rates, as many Fourths, 
one Fifth, one Sixth, four Firefhips, 
two Bomb-VelTels, and the Hofpital- 
Ship and Storefhip, together with the 
Dutch. The reft of the Squadron he 
was to leave at Cadiz, with Orders to 
the Commander in chief to remain 21 
Days there, and then to return to Eng¬ 
land, with all the Trade that ftiould be 
ready to accompany him. 

In cafe the Span if!) Men of War 
came to Cadiz before he failed thence, 
he was to concert with their Admiral 
where to join him, at his return from 
Convoying the Turky Ships. 

In the next place he was particularly 
Inftrufred what Convoys to fend to 
Turky, and other Ports up the St nights, 
and himfelf, with the Squadron, was 
to accompany them as high as the 
Chanel of Malta • but he was caution’d 
(as had been ufualj not to block up 
any of the Grand Signior’s Ports, and 
if he took any Ships, wherein were 
0 ■ the 
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the Perfons or Effefts of that Prince, 
or his Subjefts, he was ordered to fee 
both the one and the other on Shore 
at the flrft convenient Port. 

When he had thus fent forward 
the feveral Convoys, he was, with the 
reft of the Englijh and Dutch Men of 
W ar - to return and join the few Spa- 

m!h' Ships (and thofe rotten ones too) 
which that Nation call their Armada, 
and, with tneir Invincible Affiftance’ 
to annoy the Enemy, and prof eft the 
Trade; and when he fhould judge the 
Turly Convoys were on their return, 
he was to repair to the appointed Ren¬ 
dezvous for joining them, and Con¬ 
voy them to England, and to brinp 
with him the feveral Trades from the 
Ports in the Streights, and Cadiz. 

He was alfo further direfted, when 
in the Mediterranean, to fend two or 
three Ships before Algkr, Tunis, and 
Iripoly, to confirm the Peace with thofe 
Governments, and to deliver His Ma¬ 
lay's Prefents to them. 

From the 20th of November, 160-2 

to the 27th of the following Month 
he lay with the Squadron at St. Hellens 

before which time all things neceffarv 
tot his Voyage could nor be crat leaft 
were not, got in a readinefs, and then 
ne failed, leaving behind him two or 

thred 



204 TranfaStions at Sea, &c. 
three of the fmaller Ships at Port/Mouth 

and PlimoHth, to Convoy the Storefhips 
and Vi&uallers to him. 

He fails, The 29th in the Evening he took his 
and fends departure from the Land, being joined 
envoy hy m°ft °f the Ships he had left be- 
soPoitu- hind, as alfo the Victuallers from Portf- 
SaL mouth and PUmouth ^ and the 4th of the 

next Month, near the length of the 
North Cape, he appointed a Convoy to 
the Ships bound to Oporto, and North¬ 
ward of the Barlings - and two days 
after he fent in, with the Lisbon and 
St. Tubes Ships, three Third Rates, two 
Fourth Rates, and a Firefhip, being in¬ 
formed that there were Five of the Ene¬ 
my’s Ships of War off of the Rock of 
Lisbon, or Cape St. Vincent. 

The 13th at Night (handing E. by S, 
the Wind atN. by E.) about 10 Leagues 
from Cape St. Vincent, he faw Four Sail 
of big Ships, and immediately made the 
Signal for fome of his Squadron to fpeak 
with them ^ but they bearing away, and 
it being dirty Weather, he called his 
Ships off, to avoid lofing Company 5 
and the next Morning he faw Six Sail 
a-ftern, about 7 Leagues N. of Cape 
St. Vincent • whereupon he lay by with 
little Wind, that if they were fome of 
his own Number, they might come up, 
or if Enemies, give an opportunity 
to his Ships to get together. The 
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The Wind veered contrary the 1 5th 

at Night, and he lay by to avoid Tack¬ 
ing ; but it coming about in the Morn¬ 
ing to the N.N.W, lie made fail, and 
prefently faw Four French Men of War, 
one of them a great Ship, about Three 
Leagues to Windward of the Fleet, near 
Lag&s, and Two more at a diftance un¬ 
der the Shoar. This induced him to 
command all the Merchant Ships to bear 
down to Leeward of him, for their bet¬ 
ter Security, and he ordered Vice-Admi¬ 
ral Hopfon, and Five Sail more, to chafe 
to Windward 5 but the Enemy’s Ships 
being clean, and at fo great a diftance, 
no good could be done on them. How¬ 
ever a Council of War determined. 
That Rear-Admiral Nevil, with the War- Rear, 

fpight, Forh , Chatham, and two Dutch -Admiral 

Men of War of 70 Guns each, and two 
Firefhips, fhould (land away for Cape queft of 

St. Vincent, and endeavour to fpeak with |"”‘nc(| 
them, and cruize there 6 days, to join slip toff 

the Lisbon, St. Lubes, and Oporto Convoy, CaPe St. 

and bring them to Cadiz, where Sir Fran- ^inf' 
cis Wheler himfelf arrived the 19th of s/rFran. 
January, having loft Company in hiscis 
Paflage but with one of the 165 Ships 
that lie carried with him from England, 
belides the Canary Convoy, which fepa- 
rated at a convenient Station. 

ar- 

'tves ar 
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count of jn Bay Be found the Spanifh Ar~ 
^ Spa- mada being about id Sail, but a!! urn 

w/" !’,-g§.d‘ Vhi'r Admiral (r° hie beft of 
' h,s knowledge) told him that they 

^?u,d he ready about the latter end of 
March tho*, according to the Difpatch 
fney ufually make in thofe Matters 
they might reafonablv have had feme 
Months more allowed them. Of the 
futcb. Seven accompanied him from 
hngland, Two more he met at Cadiz, 
and four others were fuddenly expefted 
as Convoy to their Trade, but in dead 
or them Four others were to return 
home 5 fo that eonfidering the meat 
V\ ealth of the Merchants, the Convoys 
he was to detach, the fmallnefs of the 
Squadron, and the uncertainty of time- 

. ly Aflrfbance from the Spaniards, he was 
not a little doubtful of the Succcls of 
his Expedition. 

The tiota round the Flota lately arrived in 
arrived Cadiz Bay, fo that his Care for them 

was at an end 5 and the 25th of ‘Janu¬ 
ary Rear-Admiral Nevil came into the 
Bay, with the Ships ordered to cruize 
off of Cape St. Vincent, having there 
luckily joined the Convoys, in light of 
the drench Squadron. 

After he had appointed a Convoy for 
the homeward bound Trade, which was 
two Third Rates, two Fourths, and a 

Fire- 

Jafe in 

Cadiz 
Bay. 
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Firefhip, with Four Dutch Men of 
War, Two whereof were Ships of 
70 Guns, and given Vice-Admiral F 1 cc- 

Hopfon the neceffary Inftru&ions for 
that Service, he put to Sea, having not ordered 
had a Wefterly Wind after he was rea- honf 
dy to fail before the 10th of February, 
1693 ; but when he had got the En- andsir 
trance of the Streights open, he was for- 

• ced to bear up for the Bay of Bulls, fails, ha 
where he Anchored the next day. ** fcrced 

I he 17th in the Afternoon he 
failed again, and being got off of the again. 

Bay of Gibraltar, he lay by with an 
■eafy Gale at Weft : But the next Morn¬ 
ing, about Two a Clock, he made fail, 
with little Wind Northerly. At 7 the 
Wind came up at S. E, and to the 
E. RE, with Thunder, Lightning, and awim 

• Rain, fo that the Fleet laid their Heads Sterm- 
Southward, but at One in the Afternoon 
they wore, and lay Northward under a 
main Courfe, it blowing a hard Gale at 

:E. S. E, and the Hill of Gibraltar was 
W.S. W, about 6 Leagues off! At 4 a 
Clock the Land Weft ward of Fmgeroll 
was feen N.E. by E, and between 4 and 
5 the Squadron went about, and Rear- 
Admiral IS evil getting his Tacks on 
board, ftood Southward, and laid.up 
S. E. under his Courfes. At 6 the Ad¬ 
miral himfelt' bawled up his Forefail, 

and 
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and try’d with his Mainfail, with his 
Head Southward 3 but at 12 at night 
Vice-Admiral Callemberg made the Signal 
for coming to fail, and Rear-Admiral 
Nevil did the like, and got his Fore- 

the ship tack aboard. About one it blew a frefh 
Damage Wind, and his Forefail being loll, 
m their he was forced to lie under a Mainfail 
saiif.Scc. anci Mizen all night. The next day, 

about 5 in the morning, the Rear-Ad- 
miral’s Mainfail gave way, and an hour 
after feeing the Southward part of the 
Hill at Gibraltar W.S. W. of him, about 
3 Leagues off, and 14 Sail of the Fleet 
ro Windward, fome under their Main- 
fails only, others a Mizen, and fome 
without Marts, he immediately brought 
a new Forefail to the Yard, and hoifted 
his Enfign, to give the other Ships of 
the Fleet that were in fight of him no- 
tice of the Land 5 and himfelf feeing 
the Gutt, ftood away for it, as did 
Vice-Admiral CaUemberg (who firrt faw 
his Signal) and the other Ships: But 
they having the Bay of Gibraltar open. 

Several and, in all probability, miftaking it for 
ship mi. the Streights Mouth, put in there, not 
say If ‘ being able to fee the Land Weft ward, 
Gibraf. by reafon it was thick Weather with 

for jtmch Rain, which oceafion’d their run- 
streets ning into that unhappy Misfortune 
Mouth, for it being a Lee Shoar, foul Ground, 
ana ran ~ 

Shear. " 3nd' 
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and their Sails flying into the Air like 
Kites, they were forced to let go their nJvui 
Anchors, of which many were loft', ar.d 

nioft of their Cables fpoil’d, and fome kar 
of the Ships were forced on Shoar. thro' the 

The Rear-Admiral knowing the Dan- Gu:- 
ger, but not being able timely, or effe- 
dually, to forewarn them of it, flood 
away directly through the Streights,and 
at Night got into St. Jeremy s Bay on the 
Coaft of Barbary, where he ply’d to and 
fro (it being then a Weather Shoar, 
and frnooth Water) till the 23d, at 
which time a fmall Gale coming up 
Wefterly, he made the be ft of his way 
for Gibraltar 3 and had there the me¬ 
lancholy News of the Lofs of the Ad¬ 
miral, Sir Franck Wheter, whofe Ship, The SufC 
the Suffix, foundred in the Storm, and /<•«*- 
oi 5 50 Men only two Turks were fa- 
ved, the Admiral’s Body being taken Whekr 
up among the Rocks on the Shoar very dror™d- 
much mangled. 

Befides this Lofs, there were many o- 
thers very con(iderable,both as to Ships 
and Men, a particular Account whereof 
(as near as it can be colie&ed) is here¬ 
after mention’d, viz. 

I he Cambridge^ Ship of 70 Guns,} 
went on Shoar about 4 in they- 
Morning, and loft  -—~~b 

P 

O' her 

IOO Copt. 
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The Lumley Cajlte had the like Mis¬ 
fortune near 10 at Night, and 
]0ft ---- ---- 

The Serpent Bomb-Veffel foun-? 
died, and loft ---* 

The William Ketch ran on Shoar,? 
and loft ---—--^ 

The Mary Ketch founder’d, and? , 
• loft 1--- s 16 
The Great George, a 7 nr key Ship,? 

ran on Shoar, and loft-* ' y 
The Aleppo Faftor ran on Shoar,? 

and loft 

Aleftc 

130 

*5 

The Golden Frigat of Venice ran 
on Shoar, and loft .. } 

The Berkshire, a Fur key Ship, ran^ 
on Shoar, and loft -—--* 

The Indian Merchant, another 
Turkey Ship, ran on Shoar, and 
loft •—--- 

The William, bound for Leghome,? 
ran on Shoar in the Eve-> 
aing, and loft—---S 

23 

5 5 

t 

1 

409 

Loft in the Stijfex —44'i 

In all—857 

The 
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The Hollandia, a Dutch Shin of 70 
jGuns, ran on Shoar in Gibraltar Bay, 
but got off again with the lofs of all 
her Marts. 

Several other Ships, both Englijh and 
Dutch, ran on Shoar • and hardly one 
of the whole Squadron efcaped, with¬ 
out conrtderable Damage in their Marts, 
and otherwife. 

But the Squadron (or the greateftnisqus 
part thereof) being got together at Gi- dr on Re- 

hr altar,' i t was thought Advil cable, ata""/",f 
Council of War, to repair from thence car ^ 
to Cadiz, with, all the Ships that were 
in a Condition 5 for there it was judg'd 
they might be more lafe from the 
French.: But contrary Winds kept them 
at Gibraltar till, the beginning of May. 

T lately, took notice of the Orders gi¬ 
ven by Sir Franck 11 holer to Vice-Ad- 
miraf Hopfin, to return from Cadiz, ia 
England with the Trade, after having 
rtay.’d a certain time there • but before 
he could leave that Place, the Governor 
received an. Order from hisCatholick 
Majefty, ciire&mg him to communicate , * 
to^the Captains of the Englijh and .Dutch HopftZ 
^nips, an Account of the. Motion. oiariirves 
the Entity to prevent any Surprize Sa 
mould they, leave that Port: Notwith0^c« 
handing which, having a Fair Oppor- 
tunity, he failed with his Convoys 

P a ' i 

1 1 
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and arrived off of the Lizard the 5th 
of April, 1694. 

The Brett Rear-Admiral Nevill had alfo Advice 
squadron at Cadiz, That on the 4th of M.-931694, 

lnt0 there palled by Gibraltar Eaftward, a 
Stieights. Fleet of 53 Sail, and that 35 of them 

appeared to be large Ships, but (hewed 
no Colours. Thefe were the Ships or¬ 
der’d from Brejl to join the Jhoulon 
Squadron, and which had been fome 
time before within the Streights, and 
burnt 4 Spattijl) Men of War, in their 
Paffage to Barcelona with Soldiers. 

The Spaniards about this time had a 
Defeat in Catalonia5 and in the begin- 

The Duke ning of June, the Duke of Ojfuna was 
o/Oiiuna ordered from Court, with Power to fit 
clfii "to 0ll!: the Galleons at Cadiz, that fo they 
fit out the might join our Forces:, but he died on 

thought, not 

that part of 
Europe; but foon after. Admiral Ruffed, 
with the mod confiderable Parts of the 
Fleets, both Englijl) and Dutch, arrived 
at Cadiz, after he had left the Lord 
Berkeley, Admiral of the Blue, with the 
remainder for the Expedition againft 
BreJl'-j an Account of whofe Procee¬ 
dings, from the time he failed from 
St. Hellcn's, as alfo of the ill Succefs 
our Forces had in the Attempt they 

made 

Gaueons, t|]e poac^ and, as fome 

of any natural Diftemper. 
Thus ftood Affairs in 
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made on that considerable Port of the 
Enemy’s, I (hall now proceed, to give 
you. 

The whole Fleet being at Sr. He!ten's, Mr. Ruf- 
and the Forces defign’d on Service a- fc!i 
gain ft Drefi on their March towards cioud^T 
Portfmouth, where they were to cm- fly sho- 
bark, the Admiral gave Orders 
Sir Clondejly Shovell, on the 3d of May, the Fmet 

1694, to remain there with 3 Fir ft ^Portr- 
Rates, 9 Second, 13 Thirds, 7 Fourths, 
4 Fifths, and 3 Sixth Rates, till their againft 

Companies were paid, and, during thatBrcft' 
time, to confider how many of the 
Land Forces (fuppofed to be about 
6000) each Ship could conveniently 
take on board, and what Numbers 
might embark on board the Tenders left 
there for that purpofe, wherein he was 
ordered to Advife with Lieutenant Ge¬ 
neral Talmarjh. 

With the reft of the Fleet the Ad- He fails 

miral failed, and reached the appointed into the 

Station 15 Leagues S. S.W. from the?™"11' 
Lizard the 9th of May, where he WaS with the 
informed by the Mafter of a SwediJI/f the 
Ship, who came from Brcjt but 3 Days 
before, that the Ships which had for Has M- 
fome time lain in readinefs to fail from 
that Port, departed thence the 25th of‘ 
April, our Stile, with a ftrong Eafterlv#**- 
Wind, and that 40 or 50 Sail of Mer- 

P 3 chant 
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chant Ships lay in Bertram Bay, bound 
Eaftward under Prote&ion of a Man of 
War or two. Upon this he ordered 
the Monmouth and Refolution, with a 
Fsrefhip, to go between the Trade-way 
and the Main, and endeavour to take 

A U,IIUI JO 1 

Merchant or dear toy them. Captain PlckiU'd \\l]\0 
shl?!?e: commanded them, brought with'him 
Bwtram into the Fleet two of "the' Veflejs, a 

large Flyboat and a Pink, loaden with 
Salt, having, as he reported, forced on 
Shear about 35 Sail. 

When the Fleet had been fome Days 
on the Station, it was judged neceffary 
to repair to Tor fray, that fo the other 
part thereof, with the Soldiers, might 
be the fooner joined : In order where - 
unto the Admiral writ to Sir Cloudefly. 
■Shovelletting him know, That if the 
Wind continued Wefterly, he had 
thoughts of coming to him at Spithead, 
but if Eafterly, to remain in Torbay for 
him : And according to this Refolution 
he failed, and arrived at St. He/len's the 
23d, where he applied himfelf with 
greateft Diligence in the diftribution of 
the Land-Forces, and compleating the 
Provilions,that to an Opportunity might 
be taken of the nr ft fair Wind 3 and 
Cr-uizers were ordered on proper Sta¬ 
tions to gain Intelligence. 

All 
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All Things being difpatched,he fail’d, ^; 

and, by (lopping of Tides, got ott the thence. 
Berry the 2d of being confirmed 
in his former Opinion, by the Advices 
he-received, that the French Ships were 
gone from Brefl to 7houlon. 

It was Agreed, That when the Fleet 
was in a proper Station, the Squadron 
with the Land-Forces (hould feparate, 
upon making the appointed Signal, and 
(leer away for Brefl, and that then the 
Admiral himfelf (hould take his Courfe 
towards the Mediterranean with the Re¬ 
mainder : And, that no Time might be 
loft, he prepared Orders,before he failed 
from St. Hellens, by which the Lord 
Berkely was directed how to govern 
himfelf on this Expedition, the Con¬ 
tents whereof- was as follows : 

1. He was thereby informed what Lord 
Ships, both Englijh and Dutch, were Ber,ke- 
to be under his Command, and di- 
refted to proceed with them to Brefl, »f- 
and, when there, to land the Officers 
and Soldiers in fuch a manner, and 
at fuch Place or Places, as (hould be 
Agreed on by a Council of War of 
the General Officers both at Sea and 
Land, who were to confider, before 
they arrived at Brefl, how the For¬ 
ces might be bed affifted by the Ships, 

P 4 either 
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either in Landing or otherwife,a$ al- 
fo when it might be mo ft proper for 
the Men of War to go into Brefi 
Wafer, to affift in carrying on the 
Defign againft the Town, and the 
Ships there. 

2. When the Forces and Ships had 
done what they were able againft 
Brejt, it was then to be confidered 
what Service might be performed on 
any other of the French King’s Ports, 
and how the fame might be moft ef¬ 
fectually put in Execution. 

5. And when a Council of War 
thou Id judge that no farther Service 
could be done, either by Sea or Land, 
and think it Advifeable to have the 
Forces taken on Board again, he was 
to caufe the fame to be done,and then 
to repair to, and remain at Tor- 
hay, or Spit head, till he received Orders 
from the King, or Lords of the Admi¬ 
ralty, 

4. H is Lord Chip was likewife dim¬ 
med to life his beft Endeavours to 
protefr the Forces, at all times when 
it fhould be thought proper to Land 
them, and Embark them again : And 
if the General Officers fhould at any 
time judge it neceflary, to have part 
of the Seamen put on Shoar, to 
ftrengthen the Land-Forces, and that 

1 * the 
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- • the Ships might conveniently fpare 

them, he was to detach fuch a Num¬ 
ber as the faid General Officers ftiould 
defire, or at lead fo many as he could 
without Hazard to the Ships. - 

* 
Having now given you the Contents 

of the Inftru&ions to the Lord Berkeley, 
it will appear by the following Ac¬ 
count what Naval Strength was fent 
with him on this Service, viz. 

Number. 

Fi refhips- 
Hofpitals 
Brigantines- 

Befides Bomb-Veflels, Advice-Boats, &c. 

—- 2 The Na- 
D njal 
4 Strength 

— 12 - with Ld, 

— I Berkley, 

— 2 

— IC 

- 3 - 

Dutch, 

Ships of the Line - 
Firefhips- 

19 

For the more regular carrying on this 
Defign, his Lordfhip was ordered to 
caufe the Ships and Veflels before-men¬ 
tioned, and all the Tenders, and Well- 

Boats 
*3 

i 
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Boats, (which latter were particularly 
built for putting Meh on Shore) to keep 
fiear the Flags whereto they were re- 
fpecfively appointed, and to fhift their 
Pendants accordingly, that fo when the 
Signal (hould be made for parting, each 
might follow his proper Flag without 
Confudon ^ for at this time there was 
not many who knew that the Fleet was 
to be divided on particular Services. 

Care being thus taken for the Fleet 
bound to. Brefl, and the Rendezvous 
for them in cafe of Separation appoin¬ 
ted to be Carnret Bay, the Admiral did 
next confider, what was neceflary to be 
done, with refpeft to the Ships he had 
appointed to proceed with him into 
the Mediterranean * and knowing what 
ill Confequences might attend Separa¬ 
tion, in cafe the Ships fo feparated 
knew not certainly where to join again, 
he gave to each Captain the following 
Rendezvous, viz. 

6 

That if they happen’d tolofefightof 
the Fleet when 50 Leagues S.W. 
from the Lizard, and that the 
Winds blew fo hard Wefterly as 
to oblige the Fleet to bear up, they 
fhould repair to Torbaj : But if 
thev happened to lofe company by 
reafon of a.Fog, or other Accident, 

when 

4The Ren* 
de&voKs 

given hy 

the Ad¬ 
miral to 
the Ships 
defigned 
for the 
itrekhts. 
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when Eafbvard of the aforefaid 
Station, they were to make the 
heft of their way r 5 Leagues Weft 

„ from Cape Spurt ell, and remain 
there till join’d by the Fleet, or 
otherwife ordered • and they were 
ftridly forbid to chafe out of their 
way, on any Pretence whatever, 
or to difcover where they were 
bound to any Ship or Veffel they 
might meet with. But by reafon 
there was a Probability of their 
joining him before he reach’d the 
Rendezvous near Cape Spurt ell, he 
let them know, that, as the Winds 
proved, he did defign to come 
within 25 Leagues Weft of Cape 
Finijhr, and within 20 of Cape 
St. Vincent, and that from thence 
he would proceed diredly to the 
Rendezvous : And the Captains 
were exprefly dire&ed not to break 
up the Sealed Rendezvous, unlefs 
they fhould happen to be fepara- 
ted with the Wind Eafterly, and 
then they were to inform them- 
felves of the Contents thereof, and 
repair to the Fleet 15 Leagues 
S.W. from the Lizard. 

being now adjufled for 
tdie Fleet's feparating, a Council of War 

was 
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was called the 31ft of May, 1694, of 
the Flags and General Officers 5 who 
taking into Confideration the Several 
Particulars relating to the Squadron ap¬ 
pointed for Brejl, came to the following 
Refolutions, viz.. 

Refnft of 
(t Corned 
of War am 
bout 

tacking 
Brc{L 

1. I hat the faid Squadron Should 
make the befl of their way to, and 
Anchor in Camoret Bay, and the 
Land Forces be immediately fet on 
Shore: And that the Fleet fhould 
continue at Anchor, till they re¬ 
ceived Advice from General Tal- 
marjl), of the Condition of the 
Fort on the Starboard-fide going 
in, and what Forces he found there. 

2. That it was not proper to come 
to any pofitive Resolution at what 
time the Fleet fhould go in to Brejl 

Water ; and therefore they left 
that Matter to be considered of 
when they arrived in Camoret Bay. 

3. That a Red Enfign at the Fore-top- 
maft-head on board the Admiral 
of the Blue, and firing a Gun, 
Should be the Signal for the Soldi¬ 
ers embarking on board the fmall 
Craft, and Boats; and the taking 
down that Signal, with two Guns, 
for their going on Shore. 

There 
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There were prefent at this Coun¬ 
cil, 

Admiral Ruffe!!, 
Lord Berkeley, 
Sir Cloudefiy Shovel!, 
Vice-Admiral Aylmer, 
Rear-Admiral Mitchell, 
Marquis of Carmarthen, 
Captain Bing. 

Lieutenant-General Talmarjh, 
Earl of Macclesfield, 
Lord Cutts, 
Sir Martin Beckman, 

Admiral Almonds, 
Vi ce-Adm i ra 1 Vanderputt, 
Vice-Admiral 
Rear-Admiral Vaniergoes, 
Rear-Admiral Evertfen, 
Captain Vander Dufend. 

The 6th Day of June, 1694, in the The Fleet 
Afternoon, the two Fleets parted 5 and fitarates- 
fince that Commanded by the Lord 
Berkeley came firft to their appointed 
Service, 1 think it may be moft proper 
to begin with their Proceedings, and 
then to follow the Admiral himfelf to 
the Streights. 

My Lord Berkeley being arrived in, 
Camoret Bay, a Council of War was 

called 
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called on board the Queen the 8th of 
jW, where was prefent his Lordfhip 
Lieutenant-General Tdmtrfo. and all the 
Flags and General Officers^ by whom it 

taken a- was refolved, That the Lieutenant-Ge- 
btnu Lan- neral mould go on Shore with the Troops 

ns' as loon as^ twas poffible, and endeavour 
to make himlelf Mailer of the Fort at 
Umoret, and that four or live Frnats 
mould cover him in Landing. 

some of , Accordingly, a con lid enable Num- 
the Forces or the Forces were put on 
pat on Shore $ but the French being fortified 

m every Place, and intrenched almofl 
in every Bay, our Men were fo warmly 
received on all fides, that they were 
loon obliged to. return to the Boats and 
in no little Diforder. 

In this Actioawe loll about doo Men 
nam-Ge- and the Lieutenant-General himfetf was 
T alma r(h wounded in the Thigh, of which he 
£;:LSon. aft£r died at Ptmmd. 

Lharies and Shorehav?^ feme of 
tbe Ships that were Pent in to protect 
toe Landing, and to batter the French 
Forts, were very much Ihatter’d, and 
in them, and. the others, about m 
Men were killed and wounded ; a 
Djdch Frigat was funk, and her Cap¬ 
tain killed $ befides many other Daf 
mages. 

Litu’e- 
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• The Bays of Camorct and Bertram were 
in a manner a Citadel:, for where there 
was any Place to put Forces on Shore, 
there had the French Batteries and Re~ 
trenchments, and they threw Bombs at 
our Ships from 5 or 6 feveral Places. 

So foon as the Land Forces were got ^cmntU 
on board, a General Council of War caufTtt 
was held 5 and fince they found it im- conjtder 

prafticable to attempt any thing further 
at Breft, it was considered what might fJtim 
be done with the Fleet and Army. The dm- 
Lieutenant-General informed them, that 
he had not fuffieient Authority to at¬ 
tempt any other Place, and therefore 
propofed that a Squadron of final 1 Fri- 
gats, with the Bomb-Veflels, might be 
Pent into that Harbour, to try if they 
could Bomb the Town. This was 
thought by no means advifeable, for 
the Ships could not go in without a 
Wefterly, nor come out without an Ea¬ 
sterly Wind $ and fince it was not known 
what Strength the French had at that. 
Port, they might run the hazard of fal¬ 
ling into their Hands : Befides, in bat¬ 
tering the Forts, one of them was funk, 
and moffc of the others render’d unfit 
tor Service. In fine, it was agreed, 
that the Fleet fhould repair to Spthecid\ 
the fitted: Place to land the Troops at, 
and to refit the Ships, 

Thus 
v. 
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Thus ended this unlucky Expedition 9 
but 1 cannot leave it without making 
this Obfervation, That the French would 
not in all probability have been in fuch 
a Pollute to receive our Troops, had 
not early Advice been given them of 
our Debates and Refolutions concerning 
that Affair, by French Men who were 

-•> coniulted and adviled with therein* 
The fleet The Fleet failing from Camoret Bay, 
arrives arrived at St. Hellens the 15 th of June, 

Helens J^94> and there Orders were received 
from the Queen, That a Council of War 
of the Flags and General Officers fliould 
confider how the Ships and Troops 
might be beft employed. They were 

A Council of Opinion, That the Fleet fhould fail 

"refit™)ot0 f^e France, and annoy the 
annoy the Enemy not only with the Bomb-Veflels, 
Enemy by but by landing in the Country : and 
Indian. tIiat tfie feme might be the better effe- 
ding Mm. &ed, it was defired that fome more fmall 

Frigats might be fent to the Fleet, to 
fuftain the Bomb-Veflels, which the 
greater Ships could not do. 

The 18th of June another Council 
was called, where ’twas agreed, That 
fome place on the Co a ft of Normandy 
might with mod fuccefs be bombarded, 
and that four Regiments would be fuf- 
ficient to fecure the Bomb-Veliels a- 
gainft the Attempts of the French, and 
for other neceflary Services. The 
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The Fleet being refitted, and the Sea¬ 

men and Land-Forces refresh'd, the 
Queen’s Orders were receiv’d the 27th 
of June, and thereupon another Coun-4 
oil was call'd, where it was agreed. That, 
fince the Wind was frefh Wefterly, the 
Fleet Should firft proceed and bombard 
Diepc, and then do what other Prejudice 
they could along the French Coaft,. 
Being arrived there, they were preven¬ 
ted in making any Attempt, by bad 
Weather, which not only difperfed the 
Ships, but endamaged fome of them in 
their Marts and Rigging 5 fo that they 
were conftrain’d to return to the Coaft 
of England, and Anchored off of Dun- 
genejje, where the fcattered Ships and 
Veflels joined the 5th of July, and fail¬ 
ing thence again toDiepe Road, it was in¬ 
tended to bombard that Town the 9th 
in the morning $ in order whereunto fe- 
veral of the Bomb-Veflels were advanced 
near in with the Shear; but it blowing 
hard at night, they were prevented by 
the great Sea thereby occasion’d. 

The 1.3th the Town of Diepe was Diepc 
bombarded, and fo effectually too, that 
it appeared to be all in Flames, and the M' 
night before a Machine Veflel was 
blown up at the Pier-head, but with, 
little or no Succefs, occasioned, as was 
fuppofed, by the Heads lying fo low., 

Q. Cap- 
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Captain Dnnbarr, who commanded this 
Veflel, behaved himfelf with great Bra¬ 
very 5 for the Fuze going out, he went 
on board again, and fet fire to it 5 for 
which, both himfelf, and the Men he 
took with him, were defervedly rewar¬ 
ded. , . _ r 

The Fleet failed from D'/epe the 14th 
in the Afternoon^ moft of the few 
Houfes that were handing being on fipe,_ 

Havre- and on the 16th the Bombardment of 
degrace Havredegrace began, which had fo good, 
Jtd.ar' efted, that the Town was on fire in Se¬ 

veral places, and burnt all that Night' 
and the next Day 5 nor were the Mantes 
extinguiflied the 18th, infomuch that 
it was reafonably conjedured, at leaf!' a 
third part of the Town was confumed- 
The 15th . the Weather was very bad, 
fo that all the Bomb-Veffels were orde- 
red off, and not above five of them 
were ferviceable. As for the reft, the 

k/ * 

Mortars were either melted, or the Vef- 
fels fo Mattered, that no prefent life 
could be made of them and one. of 

The Fleet 
proceeds 
off La 
Home, 
Cher- 

kr°W be but lofing of time to ftay longer at 
then re- Havredegrace, and therefore determined 
Zair*t0, to proceed to St. He!lens, and endeavour 

lens. ro 

them, called the Granada, was entirely 
blown to pieces by a Bomb that fell in¬ 
to her. 

. A Council of War agreed it would 
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to repair the Damages received : But it 
was thought advifeable, if Wind and 
Weather would admit of it, to pro- 
eeed firft to La Hogue, or Cherbrool 
or botfly to alarm the French, and 
draw their Land-Forces further Weft- 
wai-d. Accordingly the Fleet failed 
and appeared off of thofe Places, tho1 
they met with ruffling Weather 3 and 
this alarmed the French fo much, that 
they Fred federal Guns, and made many 
Fires On the Shoar 3 but we not bein« 
able to do any Service on them, ftretch- 
ed it over to St. Hellens, and' arrived 
there the 26th in the Afternoon, and 
then all the Bomb-Veflels and Well- 
Boats were fent into the Harbour to be 
refitted, and fix of the Regiments were 
put on Shoar by the Queen’s Order. 
Some time was fpent in getting all things 
ready for Service, fothat the Fleet coufd 
not reach the Downes (as was ordered) nt Men 
Oore the 9th of Augnji, and there ^ Arrives 

Gouncil of War was called on the i7|h „ the 
upon a Signification of Her Ma jetty's 
Plealure, That an Attempt fhould be 
made oh Dunkirk if it fhould be 

aoug it practicable, and that it mwht 

fn°^v°cm rdl cxpofc the ShiPs of War 
in this Seafon of the Year, on fo dan¬ 
gerous a Coaft. This Matter was de- 
ited, and all the Englifij Pilots, and 

one 

ns 

Q 2 
* ft 
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one of the Dutch, (the only one 
in the Squadron) were confulted, who 
would not- undertake to carry a Squa- 

jiCouncil dron of Frigats and Firefhips into Fle- 

vJ*e7t m*fl} R°ad ’•> f°r that the diftance be- 
impraiH- tween the Brake and the Wooden Forts 
c«bie to was not aj30VC Pifcol-lhot, and that 

DuTkfrk tliere was not Water enough for the 
this rear. Ships to ride Eaftward 5 nor could they 

(as they faid) come out again with the 
Wind that would carry them in. Up¬ 
on Conlideration whereof, and that the 
Seafon of the Year was too far advan¬ 
ced, as alfo that there were no more 
than 5 fmall Frigats, (not a fourth part 
of what was neceilary to fuftain the 
Bomb-Vefiels, and bring off’ their Men, 
becaufe of the Number of fmall Ships 
and Veflels the French might make ufe 
of to intercept them) it was agreed by 
the Council of War, as it was by 
Sir Martin Beckman, Colonel of the Ar¬ 
tillery, and Mr. Meejlers,, the Inventer 
of the Machine Veffels prepared for this 
fat.fi Exploit againft Dunkirk., that it 
was impracticable to attempt any thing, 
at this time, againft that important 
Place. 

But in regard the Plan of Calais was 
fent to the Fleet from Flanders, by the 
King’s particular Command, the. Coun¬ 
cil of War were of Opinion fome Ser- 

v ice 

— 

V * • - 
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vice might be done there, and there¬ 
fore determined to fail thither with the 
Bomb-VefTels ^ but before the Weather 
would let them (fir, my Lord Berkeley. 
received Orders from the Lords of the 
Admiralty, and thereupon called the 
Sea Officers together, and confulted with 
them only, what Attempts might be 
made with profpeft of Succefs, upon the 
French Ships of War in Dunkirk Road : 
And although the Pilots that were dif- 
courfed thereupon, did abfolutely refufe 
to carry in fo much as a Fourth Kate 
Frigat, yet it was agreed. That if able 
Pilots could be procured, well acquain¬ 
ted with the Eaftern and Weftern Paf- 
fages, the Ships in the Road might be 
deftroyed upon a Spring Tide (the only 
proper time for doing it) with double 
the number of Frigats to t'nofe of the 
French, Lome Fire (flips, Brigantines, and 
other Tenders. 

But now the Winter Seafon being ad- The Thm 
vanced, the Three Deck Ships were or- Deckt 
dered the 27th of Auguft, 1694, to the f‘Z7o 
Nore, and my Lord Berkeley Inmfelf co- the More, 

ming to Town, the reft of the Fleet 
was left with Sir Cloudcjly Shove//, who 
was in daily expectation of proper Pi¬ 
lots for making the Attempt on the 
Ships at Dunkirk'-) but foon after Rear- 
Admiral Hopfon (who in Conjunction of 

Q, 3 feveral 
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feveraJ Dutch Ships, was off of that 
Port to watch the Motions of Monfieur 
du Bart) informed him, that all the Pi¬ 
lots with them were very averfe to carry 
in our Ships, but that it w'as his Opi¬ 
nion, as well as that of the Captains 
of each hsation. That with 12 Frigats 
and 8 Firefhips, with the Sloops and 
Brigantines as Sir ClmdeJIj had propofed. 
Service might be done on the Enemy’s 
Ships. J 

Ms. Mee- About this time Mr. ivlecflers (who I 
pfiJh0; ;^ve before mentioned) made a Propo- 
dejir eying ^ for deftroying the Forts before Dun- 
tkt Fms ^>4 with his Machines 5 but whatever 

fcirk.Un' Su“ei's migbt be hoped for from thofe 
Veflels in the midfk of Summer, there' 
was little Probability of their doing 
much Service at this Seafon of the Year'; 
lb that it was not particularly infilled 
upon that he fhould attempt the Forts, 
but Orders were fent to him to proceed 
to the Coaft of Flanders, and to endea¬ 
vour to keep in the French Ships, and 
attempt them there if practicable • but if 
not, to fend the Bombs, Machines, and 
other Veffels to the Now. 

Purfuant to thefe Orders he failed. 
but was obliged to Anchor off of the 
South Foreland the 5th of September, to 
flay for the final 1 Craft, which ran no 
little hazard at this time of the Year, 

' ' ' — • A ' t • • for 

J-hS-' 
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for fome of them were not much big¬ 
ger than Long-Boats. Here he receiv’d 
a Letter from Mr. Meejlers at Ojlend, by 
•which he feemed confident of doing 
confiderable Service with his Machines 
cat Dunkirk.-, and let him know, that in 
order thereunto, he was coming to the 
Squadron with all the hafte he could. 
-This made Sir (loudejly Shovel! repair to 
the Downes, becaufe there Mr. Meejlcr. 
might have much better conveniency 
of putting his V die Is into a condition 
for his Enterprize, than on the Coaft 
of Flanders. 

Mr.Meejlers arrived in the Downes the MrMce- 

7th, with about 26 Dutch Pilots, and ftcrs 
(among other things propofed by him s,rcicn- 
for the better effecting his Defign ) he dcfly 

_ t* I r 1 1 

defired that a Captain might be appoin " 
ted to command the fmall Ships, with Downes 

Inftru&ions to follow his Advice in vdth 
Sailing and Anchoring. That he might 
be gratified in this Particular, Captain 
Benhow ( fince a Flag-Officer) was ap¬ 
pointed to that Command, and on the 
8th of September Orders were Tent to 
Sir Cloudejly, that in cafe thofe Pilots 
Mr. Meejlers had brought with him 
from Flanders, would undertake to carry 
in fuch Ships as fhould be thought ne- 
ceflary, he fhould proceed, and Attempt 
the Pier, Harbour, and Town, or the 

in the Road. Q 4 The 

'(-•.-.'M'L/n 

w 
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The Squadron being on the Coaft 

of Flanders with a Northerly Wind, 
Mr. Meefters acquainted Sir Clou defy 
Shovel/, that his Pilots were of Opinion 
the French could not carry out their Ships 
at the Eafl-end of Dunkirk, and there¬ 
fore he anchored in Gravelin Pits • and 
the Boats and Brigantines went before 
Dunkirk, under Protection of the 
Sally-Rofe, and Sounded, to make thero- 
leives better acquainted with the Weftern 
Chanel between theBrakgznd theMain^ 
for all the Pilots, except two or threcy 
declared themfelves ignorant of that 
Paiiage. Captain Benboiv found the 

Sow Narrow to be above three Cables length 
fitmdsthcln breadth, and in depth from gf to 7 

Fath?m» at *ow Water 5 and the Bri- 
k ■ k, and ga n f i n es. and Sloops, that lay to and 

fJ'° on the back of the Brake,"found a 
great Chanel of 7, 8, 9, and 10 Fathom, 
at low Water, about a Mile and half 
broad, or fomewbat more 5 that is, So 
far as they went into it, which was till 
they had Dunkirk South of them. 

Tien-md The fight of our Veflels put the French 
*nto a Steal Confternation, and a Fri- 

ctmfter- gat of about 20 Guns that lay in the 
*m,m- Road, fired very fmartly at our Boats 

which were got within the Brake. 
Many Guns, and ionic Bombs, w7ere 
fired from the Citadel, the Rife Bank 
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-and the Forts at the Pier-head ; and 
five of their Frigats, from 40 to 50 
Guns each, were bawled out of the 
Bafin, and rigg’d $ and 3 or 4 final! 
Ships were placed in the Chanel be¬ 
tween the Pier-heads and the Town - 
but notwithftanding all this, our little 
Fleet of Boats, &c, came oft" in the 
Night, without having received any 
Damage. 

The next Day, the Wind being from the matt 
the North to the North-Eaft, and fair and fame 

Weather, all the Boats and final 1 Vef- 
fels were fent in again, as was the Charles flers Ma- 

Galley, and two Bomb-Vehels, and Come ch‘”ef 
of the Machines which Mr. Meeflcrs'ent 
had appointed. When the Vefiels came 
near the Brake, the French Frigat that 
lay without got up her Anchor, fired 
her Broad-fide, and then ran into the 
Pier. 
' In the Afternoon two of the Machines Tm 0f 
were, without Succefs, blown up a lit- the Ma- 

tie difrance from the Pier-heads- nor f,'ves 
was there any great hopes of better wte 
Service from the reft, for the French 
had drove Piles without thefe Heads, 
and funk four Ships on the back of 
the Weftermoft Pier very advantage- 
mi fly. 

Mr. 
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•Mr.Meeflers now informed Sir Claude- 

fly, That, fince the Spring was pad, his 
Pilots would not undertake to carry the 
Ships through the Sands to the Eaft- 
wai'd of Dunkirk,, and that therefore 
he thought it not proper to continue 
longer with his Veflels on the French 
Coaft, wherefore they were lent to the 

A/r.Mee- Downes, and at the fame time a fmall 
iters re- Frigat was order’d thither with F\xMar- 

flhfl t0 tin Beckman, to bring the Veflels for 
Downes, Bombarding Calais, who arriving with 
avd the them the 16th, the Squadron forthwith 
veffeh proceeded off of that Place, but the 
fe?n for. Weather proved fo very bad for feve- 
Wetthar ra^ Days, that little Service was done, 
prevented & nd both the Ships of War,and others, 

were conftrain'd to come into the 
Downes, from whence the Bombs and 
Machines were fent into the River of 
Thames. 

Thus ended our Attempts on the 
French at home this Year^ and altho’I 
will not pretend to make an exaft 
Computation of the Expence thefe 
Bombardments put the Nation to, yet 
I do verily believe, that it was more 
than equivalent to the Damage the 
Enemy fuRain’d thereby. 

1 fhall now return to that Dart of the 
J 

Fleet which was fent to the Streights, 
■and give a particular Account of all 

Tranf- 
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Tranfaftions, during the time that Ad' 
miral Rujjell, and, after him, Sir George 

Rook? continued in thofe Parts. 
Mr. Rujfell, as I faid before, parted 

with the Lord Berkeley on the 6th of 
June, 1694, and on the 25th of that 
Month he got into the Latitude of 
39 Degrees, off of the Rock of Lisbon,, Aimiral 
at which time the Mary and Adventure, Ruiicii 
under Command of Captain John Jen- 
nwgs, were fent to Cape St. Vincent,°L°Lk 
where, or at fome Place thereabouts, he °f Lis- 
was ordered to fend his Boat on Shoar, b°°’ 
to get Intelligence whether the Enema* 
was, or had been, on that Coaft : And 
in cafe he got certain Advice of their 
being there, but that they were not fo 
placed as to prevent the Adventure's pal¬ 
ling them he was to fend her to the 
Bay of Cadiz, with a Packet to Rear- 
Admiral Nevitt, (a Duplicate whereofrw. 
he was alfo ordered to difpatch to him Admiral 

by Land) by which he was required to £2 
iail with all the Ships under his Com-?<,J(,M 
mand, except the Turkey Convoy, and 
join the Fleet * and for his better Go- 
vernment therein, the Admiral let him 
know,That he did defign to come South, 
15 or 20 Leagues from Cape St. Vin¬ 
cent, and (if the Wind continued fair) 
tne (amedifiance from Cape St. Marys, 
and then 15. Leagues Weft from Cape 

'' O. 
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Spartell. Thefe Orders he was directed 
to Communicate to Vice-Admiral Cal- 
lemberg, who commanded feveral Dutch 
Ships that fo; he might accompany 
him, but not to dilcover the Reafon of 
his Sailing.to any but thofe who ou<mt 
nccelTarily to know it.' •. . . 3 

.The Fleet being got thus far, the Ad¬ 
miral fettled fuch Rendezvoufes as were 
proper, in cafe of Separation*; in his 
j adage up the Streights 3 and the,50th 
OX June, the Port [mouth was difpatched 
off of Cape Spartell, to give notice to 
the Mary, Adventure, and Lark, to make 
the heft of their way to the Fleet, and 
to inform the SpanifI) Admiral, if he 
met him with his Squadron at Sea, of 
our Approach. 

Rear-Admiral Nevill, with the two 
Dutch Vice-Admirals, Callemberg and E- 
vertfen.joining the Fleet from Cadiz,w\th 
8 Englifi, and as many of the Ships of 
the States General, (which made the 
whole Number 63 Ships of the Line) 

frCmril3 Counc5] ofWar was called of all the 
°LuJrcf FIaS Officers, by whom it was thought 
Engiiih mod Advifeable.that the Merchant Ships 
D^-ch Founc' UP tFe Levant, fhould repair to 
FUgs. Carthagena, and remain there until Care 

could be taken for their proceeding 
•farther on their Voyage with Safety": 
And thefe Gentlenjen taking alfo into 

Con- 
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Confideration the Intelligence of the 
V./ 

French Fleet's being oft of Barcelona, 
and the adjacent Coafts, came to a Re- 
folution, That the Fleet fhould forth-- ^reed- 
with proceed thither, and the neceftarv 
Rendezvoufes were appointed, in cafejw y 
of Separation 
Accidents. 

Notwithftanding much bad Weather, 
and contrary Winds, the Fleet got off 
of Cape SparteU the Firft: of July, ha¬ 
ving met with no Other Damage, • than 
the lofs of two final! Veifeis that atten¬ 
ded on the Admiral's own Ship. 

The Spaniards failed from Cadiz with 
9 Ships of War, the fame time that 
Rear-Admiral Nevil did, but had not 
yet join’d the Fleet 5 and the Admiral 
had now farther Advice, That the Ene- A^iceof 
my were with 70 Sail between Alfegnes ‘itj™'"' 
and Barcelona 5 fo that our Force (when 
join’d by the Spaniards) would be al- 
moft equal to theirs. 

The Admiral writ to Mr. Stanhope, 
the Englijh Envoy at Madrid, and Jet 
him know. That he hoped to be fb 
timely at Barcelona, as to enable hint 
to prevent farther Mifchief from the 
French in thofe Parts: And for the 
greater Safety of the Fleet, two Frigats Cruize/ s 

were ordered to fail on the Starboard, 
and two others on the Larboard Bow, tipnce 

but 

by bad Weather,or other baicci°- 
J 1 na. 
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but hot at fo great a Diftance, as td 

inder their Sails being feen above 

^ r1 : hL°Z -Were tIle>7 uPon meeting 
any Brrnh Ships to chafe beyond Can? 
deGatt b and if they fell in With any 
Ships or y^ellels, of what Nation fo- 
ever, tney were ordered to bring them 
into the Fleet to be examined. There 
were alfo three Ffigats fent dft the Coaft 
ot Barbarj, with Orders to ftretch from 
Cape Tres. Forcas over to the ChtiFum 
Shoar, to intercept any thing that the 
others might meet With, and chafe Eal>- 
ward. 

the Fleet’s being nndef Sail, 
ail polhble Care was taken to put eve¬ 
ry Ship into a condition of doing Ser¬ 
vice, by taking Stores and other Necef- 
taries from fitch as could heft fpare, for 
thofe that wanted - and ftridefi Orders 
were given, That all poffible good Huf- 
bandry fhouid be tiled in expending 
their Provifions. D 

The Admiral being informed, that 
fern- feveral of the Ships of War belonging 

mn rf to Government of Ayer did in- 
mr pe,-. tend to come and View the' Fleet fio-niw 

fied his Defire, both to the Dnlk Snd 
the Fleety otheis, That not only they, but the 
,w/ShiPs of and Trifoly (With whom 
zedojrbeWQ were hkewi e in Alliance) might 
Dutch have that Liberty, and that no Ads'of 

Hofti- 
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Hoftility might be ufed towards them 
within fight of his Flag, provided 
they came immediately to him with 
their Colours flying 5 but notwith- 
ftanding bis Hopes that this would be 
complied with, one of the Ships of Ar~ 

gkr was foon after feized, in the Ad¬ 
miral’s fight, by a Dutch Man of Wat y 
tho’ fuch Mealures were foon after ta¬ 
ken for her Releafe, that neither His 
Majefty’s Honour, or the Government 
of Argkr, did fuller thereby: Nor were 
thole People a little (atisfied, as- well 
at the generous Ufage they received in 
this Particular, as in the feeing a-Fleet 
in thofe Parts fuperiOr to what had 
ever been before,or probably ever may 
hereafter. 

The 13th of July, 1694, the Fleet 
got as far aS Carlhagena, the Paflage thi- arriw* 
ther having been very tedious, by rea- jhagcnl 
foil the Winds were Eafterly, from the 
time they palled the Mouth of the 
Sir eights. This Impediment was very 
unlucky, for the Seafon of the Year 
was far advanced,and fo much of their 
Provifiorts expended, that foon after 
they could poflibly get as high as Bar¬ 
celona, there would be a Neceflity of 
returning again. The French havingTht 
notice of our Approach, retired to the 
Ifles of Aires, where they were the ad the jji(f 

of °f Aires, 
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of this Month, and 'twas thought that 
they would either Difarm their great 
Ships, and fend Squadrons up the Le- 
vant, or go with their whole Fleet as 
high as Malta, where they knew very 
well we could not purfue them. I 
mulf here obferve, that the principal 
Reafon oi our Fleet’s coming fo late 
into thele Parts, was the Delay made 
at home in the Difpatch of the Troops 
defigned againft Brefi, and Shipping 
them off, when at Portfmouth - for had 
that Service been difpatched a Month 
fooner, there would have been a fairer 
Profpeft of doing fomething this Sum¬ 
mer within the Streights. 

The Marquefs of Camarajfa, General 
of the Spanijh Galleys, upon the Fleet’s 
approaching Carthagem, fent to the Ad¬ 
miral a Letter, and defired to know 
where the Fleet and the Galleys (hould 
join 5 to which he returned a Com¬ 
pliment, and acquainted him, That 
he intended for Barcelona, with all 
fpeed. 

The 17th of July, 1694, a Council 
lie Fleet of War agreed. That the Fleet (hould 

Akea/o ^°P at ^fea hay , for a Supply of Wa- 
wlur. " ter, and that the Turkey Convoy (hould 

remain at Carthagena, till further Intel¬ 
ligence could be had of the Enemy 5 
to obtain which, three Frigats were fent 

to 
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to Cruize between Cape Martin and 
Ivica, for 24 Hours ^ and the Adventure 
was ordered 8 Leagues, the Lark, 5, and 
another 2 Leagues, E. S. E. from the 
Eaftermoft part of Altea, for 36 Hours. 
But notwithftanding what was thus 
Agreed, it was, upon further Thoughts, 
Judged neceffary to order the Turkey 
Fleet to Alicant, and to re-inforce them 
there, by two Englijh and one Dutch 
Man of War^ and left they ftiould 
want Provifions, or other Neceflaries, 
the Admiral writ to the Conful at Car* 
thagern to furaiffa them. 

The 25th of this Month the Admiral 
writ to Monfieur Schonenherg., Envoy 
from the States General at the Spanijh 
Court, concerning the Grcumftanees 
of that Kingss Affairs: And firft as to 
his Ships that had Joined the Fleet 5 
They v/ere in number Ten, Four of a ^ 
which might indeed (for want of bet- c°,u% 
ter) have been admitted into the Line 
of Battel, but the reft were of little SH 
Force, and withal fo rotten, that they ^,n'd m" 
would hardly bear the firing of their 
own Guns. He then acquainted him,That The m* 
the Sea-Port Towns were unprovided, miral at" 
both as fo Men and all other War- Mmjlw 
like Preparations 5 infomuch that ’twas Sch°- 
mueh to be feared, if a final! Number ^Thf 

had Gmumpanct; of the, King of Spain*; Jfairs ■ 

R ' of" 
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of the Enemy’s Ships appeared before 
Malaga or Alicant, and attempted to 
Cannonade them, they would inftant- 
ly be abandoned. He alfo ohferved to 
him, That Catalonia would not be able 
to refrft the Enemy, when the Fleet re¬ 
tired with the Land-Forces, in regard 
the French Army ( as ’twas reported ) 
conhfled of near 25000 well difcipli- 
ned Men, with all Things neceflary, 
and that, the Spaniards did not exceed 
coco, and they even without Tents, 
or other Materials proper for an En- 
ca' jjtnent.* And that it was very rea- 
fonable to apprehend, that when the 
French were Mahers of Barcelona, they 
would foon attempt the Illand of Mi¬ 
norca i, which could not well re fife 2000 
Men 40 Hours, under its prefent ill 
Circumftances. In line, it was his Opi¬ 
nion, and a well-grounded one too. 
That unlefs the Vice-Roy of Catalonia 
did make home brisk Effort on the 
French, foon after the Fleet’s coming 
there, that Principality would be in 
greateft Danger, lince he fhould be o- 
bliged to return in very little time, the 
Ships of the States General having not 
Provifions for more than all the next 
Month. Indeed had the French pro¬ 
ceeded with Vigour,that Country would 
long before have fallen into their Handsj 
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for there was not an Army there capa¬ 
ble to refift them, and even mold of 
thole that were in Arms, feern’d to be 
more fit tor an Hofpital than a Camp ^ 
nor was there Money to pay them,not- 

withftanding the large Contributions 
of the Catalonians, the exacting where- 
of by the General Officers, to the ut- 
moft Extent, rendred thofe Peoole lb 
miferable, that, in expectation of bet¬ 
ter Ufage from France, (if that were 
pollible) a little matter would have en- 
clined them to a Revolt. 

At this time a Noble Lord piopofed The Ad. 
the Fleet's Wintering in the Mediterra- 
nean, but the Admiral acquainted him, again) 
That he could by no means think it t^nter- 
Advifeable, fince there was no Place fit 
to receive and protect them but Makone, 
where there was a total want of Pro- 
vifions ^ nor could any Stores be time¬ 
ly got thither to refit the Ships again ft 
the Spring. That as for Naples there 
was no Defence, and Mejjina was not 
large enough. But there was another 
material Objection 5 For fhould fuch a 
Strength be abfent from England and 
Holland all the Winter, the French 

might make themfelves too ftrong for 
its in the Chanel in the Soring. 

x. £j 
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rfCwlr‘l .TI}e Firft of Augufiy 1694, the Ad- 
(«iitd,up. miraI received a Letter from the Mar- 
Prtn1 3llefs Vllkna' Viceroy of Catalonia, de- 
fromthe ^nnS his Opinion in feveral Particu- 
I’ice-Ray lars; upon which a Council of War 

ionia.ta" ^vas Ca^e<^’ where each Article was con- 
lidcred, and the following Refolutions 
taken thereupon. 

Article I. 
That the better to reinforce the Spanifli 

Army, i oooo, or at leaf 8ooo, Sol¬ 
diers might be put afore from the 
Fleet, to join thofe they had, and 
fuch as Jhould be ordered from the 
Spanilh Ships and Gallies. 

Anfocer. 
That none of the Ships of His Maje- 

fty of Great-Britain, or the States 
General,had any Soldiers on board 
them. 

Article II. 
That if the Firfl Propofal could not be 

complied with, the Fleet might go in 
purfuit of the Enemy, and endeavour 
to defroy them. 

■ ? 

An freer. 
That formerly there was not only 

hopes of meeting the French Fleet 
off 
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- off of Barcelona, or at Sea, but that 

they would have given an oppor¬ 
tunity of Engaging them • but 
finding them retired to Thoulon, 
within Fortifications, too ftrong to 
be forced, the going thither would 
have no other Effed than the lo- 
fing Time ^ but that, however, if 
certain Advice could be got that 
they were at Sea, or in any Port 
where they might be attack’d,with 
probability of Succefs, the Fleet 
would immediately proceed in 
queft of them. 

Article III. 
How long the Fleet could continue in 

thofe Seas ? 

An freer. 

That in cafe he could undertake any 
Enterprize upon the Sea-Coaft 
with his Forces, in order to the 
regaining any Places from the 
French, in which the Fleet might 
be affifting, it would be readily 
embraced, provided it could be 
done without delay, for that they 
had no more Provifions than was 
abfolutely necelTary for them, in 
their Paflage to England, 
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, The Vice-Roy returned anfwer, That 
the only Enterprize which could be 
mine on that Coaff was the regaining 
of Pahm&s wherein the Sea Forces might 
he very ufeful • but that in fuch (Safe 
the Spamjh Army ought to bere-inforc’d 
from the Fleet : And if that could not 
be done, be propofed, That the Fleet 
might niaLe fome Invasion on theCoaffc 
of France • and what Infantry fhould 
be wanted for tuch a Service, he pro- 
mi fed. to make up from his Army. 
To this he was told. That the Fleet was 
provided for an Engagement at Sea, 
but not to Invade the Enemy on Shore • 
and that it was not poffible to furnilh 
any Land Men to re-inforce the Spanifo 
Army; but that if.he thought it conve¬ 
nient to fend a Body of Soldiers in the 
Fleet, and GaMeys, to attempt PaLmos, 

ail poffible A lima ne’e fhould be given 
therein, by arming the Boats andfmall 
Veilels, on any fudden Aflault; and 
hereunto ! u .'peedy Anfwer was defin’d, 
tor rhac it was convenient to proceed 
Eafhvard in fearch of the Enemy. 

The Vice-Roy having confidefd this, 
acquainted the Admiral that the Forces 
of his CaCfiolick Majefly were much in¬ 
ferior to thole of the trench ; and that 
having noprolpeft of augmenting them, 
he did not think it advifcable to ca 1 ■“ 

tempt 
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tempt Palantos, or any other Place, in 
which the Fleet might be shifting to 
him $ but deiired to know, how long 
he could conveniently ft ay on that 
Coaft. He was inform’d. That upon 
his firft reprelentation of the State of 
Catalonia, care was taken to furnifh the 
Ships of the States General with 54 
Days Provilions from the Englifi, that 
fo the Fleet might ftay there as long as 
poflible i but that fince there was at this 
time a general want, and that many 
Inconveniencies might thereby happen, 
by the coming in of Wefterly Winds, 
ft was abfolutely neceflary to retire to¬ 
wards the Strtights Mouth in five or fix 
Days. 

The Vice-Roy had reprefented that f 
there was Three hundred and fifty thou- inf orn ed 

fand Mens Provifions for a Day, ready 
at this time at Carthagena, but it plainly 
appeared he was very much nnfinform’d /<»• the 
in that Particular y for a fingle Ship thatFUet- 
applied at that Port for only feven 
Days Provifions, could not be furnifti’d 
therewith ; nor was there more than 
2000 Quintals of Bread 5 and no other 
Provifion was made, befides what the 
Admiral himfelf had given Orders for 
to the Conful, on his own Account, as 
he pafs’d up the Streights* 
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htnfive'of i T^e Vice-Roy was under great appre- 
Barceio- fienfions, that if the Fleet left the Coaft 
The S" % while the Seafon of fair 
W Weather lafted, the French would ap¬ 

pear by Sea before Barcelona ■ but if 
they had fuch Intentions, it could not 
be prevented, the Fleet not being able 
to flay longer without running the grea- 
.eft Hazard 5 for Provifions could not 
be fupphed from Spain, efpecially in 
Hat part thereof, but from Day to 
pay, which would not only render it 
impoffible for them to return to En?- 

Tnd\ but to proceed on any preflino- 
bervice whatever. However, that the 
-ticnck might be as long Strangers to 
Our retiring as 'twas poffible, the Vice- 

°y was delired to keep it fecret, or at 
leait to give it out that the Fleet was 
gone Eaftward 5 for by this Means the 
Admiral was in hopes they would have 
no certain Advice, till he got as low as 
Malaga, by which time the Month of 
September would be well advanced, and 
in all probability produce bad Weather. 
The Vice-Roy was alfo defired not to 
let it be known, that there was not a 
NumberofShips to be hitmthe Streights- 
for that if the Enemy wanted Informa¬ 
tion rn thole two Points, they would 
not eaffly conclude what Meafures 
f° till it might be too late for 

* • ? p e • i < • _ 
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ehem to attempt any thing confidera- 
ble. 

The 9th of Augttjl, 1694, the Admi- The AU 
ral acquainted the King of Spain, how miral 
much it troubled him that the Fleet 
could do no other Services, than the »f Spain, 
keeping the French from further attempts 
in Catalonia, during his remaining on him iftkt 
the Coaft: That he had hopes his tU 
Majefty’s Troops would have made fome fairissf„ 
confiderable Effort on the Enemy, at Cataio- 

leaffc to have regain’d Valamos, and o- n]3>‘xc- 
ther Towns on the Coaft, with the 
Afliftance of the Fleet: And he likewife 
thought it neceflary to reprefent to his 
Majefty, That unlefs Care was immedi¬ 
ately taken to put Catalonia in a better 
Pofture of Defence, it would be next 
to an Impoffibility to preferve it many 
Weeks under his Subje&ion, and that 
the Kingdom of Valencia, and the Sea- 
Port Towns, were in no better a Con¬ 
dition. That as for the Fleet, fince there 
was no hopes of bringing the French to 
a Battel, or forcing them at Thoulon. 
nor of employing it fo as to do any 
confiderable Service, he did defign to re¬ 
turn therewith to England, but that he 
could not leave Barcelona, %vithout in¬ 
forming his Majefty, That the Vice-Roy 
had not only treated him with all ima 
ginable Civility, but zealoufly promo^ 

- - ted 



‘tips and one Sixth were ordered to 
there to Refit and Victual, and 

and then to Convoy the Trade from 
thence to EnglandAnd now the Ideet 

emg, leady to leave Barcelona, a Coun- 
Ci of War was called, to confider in 
wnat manner the fame might be done, 
10 as to keep it moft private. It was 

Jna- agreed. That whpn thp on__ 

neceflary Rendezvoufes were fettled i 
cafe of Separation, by ftrefs of We: 
ther, or Accidents, 

kraow, That the King his Matter had 
7^go- ^ent his ^eGt into the Strchhts, to put 
'vemment a ftop to the Proceedings of France a- 

A!- gain ft Spain y and that notwithftanding 
their Insinuations, that England had not 
Ships to lpare for thofe Parts, they 
thought it convenient to retire from 
him, and fecure themfelves at Thotdon. 
He alfo acquainted that Government, 
That the Summer was too far fuent to 

i- A 

admit 
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admit of his coming to their Port, as 
he had defigned, and that therefore he 
took the prefent Occasion, to allure 
them of the great Effeem the King his 
Maher had of their Friendfhip and A- 
mity. 

This Letter was Lent to Atgkr, and 
recommended to Conful Batter, who 
was then upon coming from thence, 
after he had redded there many Years 
in that Capacity ^ and that by his Ne¬ 
gotiations, and the particular Friend- 
tin p the Dey had for him, he had con¬ 
tributed very much to the fettling a 
good and firm Underftanding between, 
his Majefty and that Government. 

When the Fleet was got as far down Tin m. 
the Ctr eights as Malaga, the Admiral (con- m ral 
trary to Expectations ) received Orders 
from His Majefty, under his Signet and g<c does. 
Sign Manual, dated Atrgujl the 7th, re- c'^trary 
quiring him to continue in thofe Seas, Timin' 
and to Winter at Cadiz, for the more receive 

etteftual putting a ftop to the Mifcliifefs%*eE 
the trench intended in Catalonia. This Cadiz. 

put a Period to all thofe Methods which 
had been determined for carrying the 
Fleet to England, and therefore a Coun¬ 
cil of War was called, by whom it was 
refolved forthwith to proceed up again Refa-nd 
as high as Alicant, that fo the Ships 
the States General might take in the^Ai’i- 

Provi-canr- 
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Provifons faid to be ready for them : 
And Several Ships with Victuals bein^ 
arrived from England, Orders were di¬ 
spatched to Cadiz, for their going with¬ 
in the Puntals 5 for the Admiral had al- 
ready taken care to procure fo much as 

m{£pt i uccefIarY his return thither 
which he intended not until fome time 
in USober, unlefs he had certain Infor¬ 
mation that the French had difarmed 
their Ships. 

*Tf" , He acquainted the Vice-Roy of Cat a- 
vice-Roy That he had commands to remain 
o/Cata- in the Mediterranean, and defired to 
oma. hear from him at Alicant, and particu- 

larly whether he had any Account of 
the French, or that the Fleet might be 
of fervice to that Principality. He al¬ 
io defired Mr. Stanhope, Envoy at Ma¬ 
drid, to procure Orders from that Court, 
that Pontal might be made clear for the 
Ships, againft their arrival at Cadiz, for 
the more convenient refitting them * 

writ,, and he writ very preflingly to the 
££ J°rdf of the Admiralty, for a timely 
of Mm Supply of Men and Provifions, and 
•ndprt- one of the Commiffioners for Vi&u- 
&c. ’ to take care of that Affair, fince 

it had already given him more trouble 
than he was longer able to undergo : 
And it may be truly faid. That fuch 
Care was taken by him therein, that 

never 
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never were Men furnifhed with better <%*■ 
Provifions and Wine, and even that^^J“f 
with fo good Husbandry to the Publick, u»g the 
that it was not put to more Charge, FUet- 
although the Fleet was great, and con- 
fequently required very confiderable 
Quantities, than for fingle Ships for¬ 
merly : Nay in many Circumftances 
the Men were Viftualled confiderably 
cheaper $ nor did he boggle at the En¬ 
gaging his own Perfonal Eftate, to give 
this fo neceffary Credit to his Coun¬ 
try. 

The Fleet being at Alkant, the Ad- The 

miral fent from thence two light Fri- 
gats to Mayork., and dire&ed the chief-^0* 
Commander of them to apply himfelf/«r 
not only to the Vice-Roy, but the 
Conful alfo for News ^ but more parti¬ 
cularly to defire the Conful to inform 
himfelf from all the Sateas, and other 
fmall Vefiels lately arrived there, whe¬ 
ther they had met with any Account 
of the Enemy. At this time Rear-Ad¬ 
miral Nevil was alfo fent from the Fleet, Rear• 

with a Squadron of 10 Ships, South- 
ward of Firmintiere, with Orders tOp^Tmth 
Cruize between the iflands and the Bar- a squa. 
bary Shore, for intercepting any of the 
Enemy’s Ships in thofe Parts, and pro- minti* 
teding the Ships and Vefiels ordered toere- 
that Ifland to cut Wood for the ufe 

of 
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of the Fleer, and then to return North- 
waM to Meant., between the Idands 
and Cape Marti*, if Wind and Wea- 
tner would permit. 

?ufiDL,h? FIeet's ridins brfore -M- 
ken dun. c.aF ’ f^e Admiral was taken dangeroufly 

iiII of a Fever, and Bloody Flux, which 
IZt few Daf obliged him to go on 
commit. 5nc>re5 and my felf at that time falling 

"?^er, 5he fame Diftemper, accompa- 
vue-Ad- nieA. 11.n,1.’ .Bat that the Fleet might 
mirai n°t he id.e in his abfence, he ^ave Or- 
Aylaier. decs to Vice-Admiral Aylmer*to take 

upon him the Command thereof, and 
to proceed and join the Ships with Rear- 
Admiral Nevil, near Firmentiere,fo loon 
as twas poffible. It was particularly 
recommended to him to gain InteUi- 
gence of the Proceedings of the French, 

”J!Z a‘;d,5° Drevent ^eir getting out of the 
Vice- Mediterranean ^ and in order thereunto 
Md to lie in fuch Stations, and to employ 
AyW Ships of the Fleet in fuch mannef, 

as fiiould from time to time be advifed 
by a Council of War : And upon 
meeting the Enemy’s Fleet, or any part 
thereof, he was directed to ufe his beft 
Endeavours to come up with and de- 
ftrey them, and to chafe them with 
tne whole Fleet, or fuch number of 
Snips as ihould be thought mod: ad- 
vifeabie, without having any regard 
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to the Admiral’s being on Shore, or 
expecting further Orders from him for 
his Proceeding. It was alfo recommen¬ 
ded to him. upon his difeovering any 
French Ships handing Weil ward, and 
endeavouring to pafs the Streigkts, to 
take care that fuch a Number of Ships 
as might at lead equal their Force, were 
fent her them as far as they Ihould go, 
or til! fuch time as they could come up 
with, and attack them, and to proceed 
himfelf with the remainder to Cadiz, 

and continue there til! further Order. 
But in cafe he did not fee the French 

Fleet in fix Days after his being at Sea, 
or gain Information of their being come 
from Thoulon he was then to return 
with the whole Fleet to Alicant • for 
by that time the Admiral had hopes of 
being in a Condition to come on Board, 

Purfuant to thefe Orders Mr. Aylmer 
put to Sea with the Fleet, and meeting 
with nothing remarkable returned the 
loth of September, 16:j4 • but the Ad¬ 
miral being not then recovered of his 
Sicknefs, he fent him Orders to call a M‘- Ay?- 
Council of War, and maturely to con- 
fider of the feveral Particulars following, confid*r of 

that fo no time might be loft, when hqF'S"" 
O ’ rfflVtl Cll-~ 

himfelf could be able to return and take lavs at a 

upon him the Command. council of 
L War. 

1. Whe- 
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t. Whether it was neceflary for the 
Fleet to continue longer within 
the Streights ? 

2. Whether it might be convenient, 
when they return’d to Cadiz, to 
leave fbme Ships, either within or 
without the Strefahts, to interceDt 
any of the Enemy’s Ships that 
might attempt to proceed into th« 
Northern Seas: And if fo, what 
Number of each Rate, and on 
what Station they might moft pro¬ 
perly lie to effed the fame. 

b And fince it was reported, that 
the French kept their Ships at 
Thoulon in a conftant readinefs to 
proceed to Sea, by which ’twas 
reafonable to believe they intended 
either the whole or part of them 
to Brefi, fo foon as Opportunity 
fhould offer for their palling the 
Streights, he was therefore to con- 
fid er at a Council of War, what 
Ships in the Fleet were in the beft 
Condition, and mod proper to 
follow them, that fo the latter 
Part of His Majefty’s Orders might 
be complied with, in cafe they 
fhould make fuch an Attempt 

This 
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This was the Care the Admiral took, 
iiotwithftanding his Indifpofition had 
brought him very low 5 for the French 
kept themfeives in a conftant Readinels 
at Thouion, both as to Provisions, Men, 
&c. and if they had endeavoured to pals 
the Streights, and our Fleet had been at 
the fame time at Cadiz, they might have 
had many Advantages of us 5 for, in Advan- 

the firft "place, mod or all of their 
Ships were kept clean, whereas ours w for 
were foul, and confequently little Be- MF& 

nefit could have attended our chafing sTreights, 
them. Next, there was an impoflibi- and cur 
Jity of doing it • for we had Provifions 
but from Hand to Mouth, much lefs 
for a Squadron for a Voyage to England;thm- 
Befides, whatever the French might at¬ 
tempt, upon the Advantage of their 
being fo well appointed, yet confide- 
ring the ill Circumftances of molt of 
our Ships, the Hazard would not have 
been inconfiderable, of fending them 
home at a Seafon of the Year wherein 
they would have been expofed to the 
word: of Weather, efpecially the nearer 
they drew towards our Chanel 5 nor 
indeed were the Ships Maim’d for fucfi 
an Undertaking. 

The Admiral received fome Intelli¬ 
gence from the Vice-Roy of Catalonia, 
©f the French Fleet “s being at Sea 3 and 

S thn 
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the Conful at Mayorl{e acquainted him. 
That he had met with like Informa¬ 
tion : But he had other Advices, more 
to be depended upon, that they were 
harboured at Thonlon. However, that 
he might not want a conftant and true 
Account of their Motion, he defired 
the faid Conful to hire fome proper 
Veffel, and to fend her from time to 

Methods bme to Thoulon, loaden with Goods 
taken for that might mod conveniently,and with 
fJuiif- Suspicion, be vended there, and 
gmu. under .the Care of fome trufty and dif- 

creet Perfon, who might inform him- 
felf, and give frequent Accounts of the 
Circum(lances of tire Enemy’s Fleet. 
But left the French fhould pafs through 
the $treights along the Barbary Shore, a 
Frigat was Cent to Oran, and her Cap¬ 
tain direded to inform himfelf whe¬ 
ther they had been feen off of that 
Coaft, and then to join the Fleet: And 
another Frigat was fent on the like Er¬ 
rand along the faid Coaft, as high as 
7etuan. 

The Court of Spain being now in¬ 
formed, that His Majeftv had ordered 
the Fleet to remain in the Mediterranean, 
a Memorial was fent to the Admiral, 
by Order of His Catholick Majefty, 
from Don Alonfo Camera, Secretary of 
the Univerfai Difpatch, propoflng, a- 

mons 
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mong other Things,That the Fleet mightThe Sp»- 
Winter at Port Mahone. The Admiral 
returned him for Anfwer, “ That he the Fleet 
“ was not a little furprized at fuch a 
“ Propolition 3 for that nothing could Mahone 
“ be had from the Ifland of Minyorkg, 
“ altho’ the Fleet was under never ioThe Adm 

“ preffing Neceffities. Befides, all the o^/- 
“ Stores and Provifions to be fent fromons there' 

England, mud:, in fuch cafe, have 
been brought to Port Mahone, fo that 
the French would have had a large 
Sea to range in fearch of them 3 
and lhould there have happened a 
Want but of the lead: Thing to en¬ 
able a Ship to go to Sea, there (he 
muft have Iain, till fuch time as it 
could be conveyed to her from Ca¬ 
diz, or Naples: Whereas if the Fleet 
Winter’d at Cadiz, as the King had 
ordered, it would be then in his 
Power to fend Ships from thence to 
proted any Supply from England, or 
to furnifh himfelf there upon any 
immergent Occafion. 
And now the Admiral being pretty 

well recover’d, he repaired on board 
the Fleet in the Road of Alicant, and 
having given the Necehary Orders, and 
appointed the Rendezvous in cafe of 
Separation, both within and out ofr'Ktl<leet 

the Str eights, he failed and arrived at7t~cidixt 
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Cadiz the 3th of October, 1694, having 
lent thither before fome light Frigats 
to be clean'd, in order to their being 
employed as Cruizers. 

The Spanijls King receiving Advice 
from Barcelona, that the French were 
come to Palamos, with defign to carry 
on the Siege of Barcelona, His Majefty 
defired the Admiral to repair with the 
Fleet that way 5 whereupon it was de¬ 
termined, That fo foon as the Dutch 
Ships could be furniftied with Provi- 
lions, the whole Fleet (hould proceed 
up the Streights : But the Admiral ac¬ 
quainted His Majefty, “ That he much 
“ doubted the Truth of the Intelli¬ 

gence 5 and obferved withal, that if 
fome greater Strength was not put 
into Barcelona, there would be no 
great occafion for the French to draw 

“ their Naval Force thither, for that, 
under its prefent Circumftances, he 
was of Opinion it could not fup- 
port it felf again ft a Four Day’s Siege, 

However the Admiral endeavoured by 
all Ways to gain Intelligence of the 
Motion of the Enemy’s Fleet, and that 
they might not have Accounts of his 
Proceedings at Cadiz, he ordered the 
Ships that rid fartheft out in the Bay, 
to fpeak with all Embarcations that 
fliould either come in or go out, and 
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to detain thofe bound Eaftward, till 
fuch time as it ftiould be confidered 
whether it might be proper to let them 

• 

22d, a Council of War was R^util>.n 
called, in order to confider how the™/"te 
Fleet might be beft ported to prevent might 

the French parting the Streights, and it 

was Agreed, That fo boon as the Wind vent the 

came up Eafterly, they fhould repair Enemy 
off of Cape Spartell,and,with a Werter- XT/fe 
ly Wind, proceed up the Streights, and Screights. 
Anchor off of Malaga, but return to 
the Station off of Cape Spartell when 
the Wind came up Eafterly, and feve- 
ral Ships were fome days after fent to 
Cruize off of the faid Cape, and along 
the Barbary Shore, Cape St. Vincent, and 
the Rock of Lisbon, with ft riff Orders, 
That upon gaining any Intelligence of 
the French Fleet, they fhould repair to 
Cadiz Bay with an Account thereof. 

At this time there was but little pro- 
fpeff of Service 5 nor indeed was the 
Fleet in any extraordinary Condition A gre/it 

for it, the F^nglifi and Dutch wanting w“nt °f 

very near 5000 Men of their allowed ’the’jdf 

Humber 5 for which reafon the Ad Hit- mirftl 

ral writ to England for a timely Sud- T!t hoJv'e 

ply, ^ and defired 2000 well-difciplined pty, a„J 
Soldiers: And now he was informed 2000 
by the Spanijh Secretary, That the Peo- sddtrr, 

S 3 pie 

proceed 
The 
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ftf^Far Catalonia were freed from their 
ef the Apprebenfions of the French this Sea- 
Spa.ii- fon, but that he feared they would at- 
rhaithe tack die ^eet hi the Bay of Cadiz. 
French To divert him from that melancholy 
rr/tr an.d groundJett Apprehenfion, the Ad- 
inCadiz R1!ral affured him, ‘That he would ne- 
&r- ‘ ver have above two cr three Ships 

£ difarmed at one time, and that there- 
‘ fore the Enemy would have very 
4 good Fortune indeed to force him in 
4 that Harbour, unlefs their Numbers 
‘ did much exceed his. He put him 
in mind, ‘That his Catholick Ma- 
* jetty had not above four Ships that 
4 were able to fwim, and that if he in- 
4 tended to join any Force to the Eng- 
4 UJh and Dutch the next Spring, fome 
4 better Care ought to be taken to put 
! his Armada into a Condition for Ser- 
4 vice. 

Notwithftanding it was concluded at 
a Council of War to put to Sea with 
the Fleet, yet fince the Weather conti¬ 
nued very violent till the 8th of No¬ 
vember, with Rain, Thunder, and Light¬ 
ning, it was then judged not fit to ftir, 
efpecially fince there was no News of 
the French Fleet, and that in all proba¬ 
bility they would not venture out.fince 
the Winter Seafon was fo very far ad¬ 
vanced ; Wherefore it was determined 

to. 
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to make all poliible Difpatch, in put-The Re~ 
ting each Ship into a Condition tor i,cr- tjoe ^uet 
vice again ft the Springs a Task not gone™. 

very i neon fide rable, confidering 
Number and Magnitude of the Ships, with. 
and the Want of feveral neceflary Ma¬ 
terials for the doing thereof: However 
the Work was vigoroufly carried on, 
and Care was not only taken to pre¬ 
vent a Surprize, but to be in a Condi¬ 
tion of following the French, upon 
any Intelligence the Cruizers fhould 
bring} for all the Ships, not fent with¬ 
in the Punt ah to clean, (which were 
but few at a time) were ordered to be 
in a conftant Readinefs for Sea, the 
Fir ft and Second Rates with not lefs 
than a Month’s Water each, and thofe 
inferiour to them, with fix Weeks. 

The King of Spain being in want of King of 
Shipping to transport about 7000 Men )iyin 
from Italy to Barcelona, defired the Ad- ihcM. 
miral that he would make Provision mirdn 
for that Service \ but His Maiefty was tra,,ft’°rt 

acquainted, ‘ That tho he would do Men for 

4 his utmoft to comply with his Com- It;,iy t0 

i mands, in this and all other Things,Hf-Ccl°' 
O' Tid. 

‘ yet it was impofuble for him to find 
‘ Convenience for the tranfporting of^°*‘ 
‘ thofe Troops,becaufe the Men of Wariwu. 
‘ were not able to receive them, and 
4 that if would not be fafe, if they 

S 4 could 
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‘could take them in, confidering the 
4 Sicknefs it might occafion both to the 
‘ Seamen and Soldiers, by their being 
' peftered : Befides, the fending a Squa- 

4 dron of Ships for tranfporting fuch a 
* Number of Men, would have wholly 
' obftru&ed the refitting of the Fleet; 
4 3nd therefore he propofed to His Ma- 
‘ jefty, that a fufficient Number of 

I ranfport Ships might be got ready 
‘ at Genoua, which if His Ma jefty ap- 

, 4 proved of, he pro mi fed to appoint a 
f ‘ ProP.er Convoy for them, fince none 
to the ' 4 of his own Ships were fit for fuch a 
T™”f- 4 Service: But, even in this Cafe, he 

' defired that he might know the 
‘ certain time when they would be 

ready to Embark, and that the De- 
c fign might be kept with all poftible 
c Secrecy ; for that otherwife he could 

Governor 

Cadiz 

4 not well anfwer for their Security, 
4 fince the French might, from their 
‘ Neighbouring Ports, fend out a Squa- 
‘ dron to intercept them, 

Notwithftanding this, the Governor 
ZopofiS °f Cadiz delivered him another Letter 
{he T artf- from the Spanijh King, jetting him know, 
^ooow That his Majefty intended 5000 Men ^ 

if, " only fhould beTranfported from Genoita. 
to Savona, and that care ftiould be ta¬ 
ken for Embarcations for thofe that 
were defigned from Naples : But as for 

thofe 
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thofe 5000, his Majefty recommended 
it to his Care, to fee them Tranfported 
to Barcelona on board fome Ships of 
the Fleet. 

The Admiral had fome Difcourfe with 
the Governor of Cadiz on this Subjeft, difcourfe 

who Teemed throughly convinced, that ^ 
thefe Troops could'not be convenient- u{m' 

ly received on board the Men of War 5 
but he did not think Genona would be 
the mod proper Place to hire Tranfports 
for them • whereupon the Admiral of¬ 
fered to a (Tift in providing VeiTels at 
Cadiz, and promifed, that he would 
have a Convoy ready for them, altho 
it would greatly obftrucf his Meafures: 
He alfo allured him, That he would 
write to England, for the adding 2000 
Land Soldiers to the Number already 
promifed s, and that his Catholick Ma¬ 
xell y might have a true Account of what 
oaffed, in relation to this Matter, he 
:'ent it to him through the hands of his 
Secretary of State. 

The latter end of December, 1694, fe- 
veral Ships arrived from England, and 
brought the Admiral a Commi(lion ap¬ 
pointing him Admiral, Chief Comman¬ 
der, and CaDtain-General of their Ma- 

7 JL 

jelly’s Navy, and Ships employed, and 
to be employed in the Narrow Seas, 
and in the Mediterranean* With this 

Convoy 
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r,°f C2nv°y arrived feme Officers and Ar- 
stores nr- Oncers, as well as Stores, for refitting 
rrve«t the Fleet, though that Work was in a 

z“ great Meafure already performed. 
Tile Plimoutb, Falmouth, Carlifle Ncrv- 

grew Adventure, and Southampton, were 
/«#*/> detached from the Fleet, tinder Com- 
sfrcigi-r, mand °f Captain James Kil/igrerv, who 
viths was directed to proceed as high as AH- 
Lght' cant, in fearch of fome French Shins 

faid to have been feen off of that Coafl' 
m , ^ut not hearing of them, to cruize fix 

firuEtiom. Days off of the South-end of Sardinia, 
unlefs the Captains with him (hould 
think it proper to run off of Cape Cor- 
fca. When the fix Days were expired 
he was to fail to Cape Pajjaro, upon 
tne Ifland of Sicily, and about that Ifland, 
or between that arid Malta, to cruize’ 
till the 12th of February, for protecting 
the tiade, and annoying the French. 
When he had fb done, he was ordered 
to call in at Mejjina, where if he found 
the Turky Convoy he was to accompany 
them to Cadiz • but if they were not 
arrived, to leave a Letter with the Con- 
ful for the Commander in Chief of the 
faid Convoy, whereby he was direded 
(d Captain KiUigrevp fhould be come 
away) to remain at Mcijina for the Se¬ 
curity of the Ships, and to give early 
Advice to the Admiral of his arrival, 

unlefs 
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unlefs he fhould be throughly fatisfy’d 
that the French had no force to inter¬ 
cept him in his paflage to Cadiz, z, and 
Captain Killigrevp was farther directed, 
if he came down the Streights without 
the faid Convoy, to call at Leghorne and 
Barcelona, and to bring from thence 
what Advice he could get of the Pro¬ 
ceedings of the French. In the Execu¬ 
tion of thefe Orders he met with two T 
of the Enemy’s Ships between Cape^” 
Bona and Pontalarea. He himfelf came 
firft up with them, and in a little time French 

his Foremaft was (hot away by one of^' f 

them, called the Content, of 70 Guns, tl,"e's" 
and the Ship had not been long en- them. 

gag'd e’re he himfelf was killed. The 
Falmouth and Adventure fell to work 
with the other, called the Trident, of 
60 Guns ^ but Captain Norrice of the 
Carlifle, the Sternmoft of our Ships, 
fetch’d juft to Leeward of the Falmouth, 

and to Windward of the Plimouth, 

and, after firing at the Trident, ftood 
after the Content with all the Sail he 
could make, and took her after a Chafe 
of 50 Leagues, and that her Mainmaft, 
Mizen, and Mizen-top-maft, were Chot 
by the Board 5 and the other Ships took 
the Trident :> fo that this Action pre¬ 
vented their proceeding further on 
the Service they were appointed, and 

they 
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they brought their Prizes to 
Fleet. 

TheDeia- The Admiral finding that little or 
the”spi-n? PreParat,ons were made for equip- 
rtiards in ptng thofe few Ships the King of Spam 
fitting had, he thought it neceflary to repre- 
‘sTpi. £nt tne /ame to that Court; as alfo. 

That if they could not get their Tran¬ 
sports ready fo timely, as that the 
Convoy he defigned to fend with them 
might return by the latter end of Fe¬ 
bruary, it would not be fafe for him to 
comply with what he had promifed, as 
to that particular ; for that the Enemy 
would in all probability have part of 
their Fleet at Sea, even where the For¬ 
ces were to be Tranfported, and there¬ 
by fubjeft the Ships of War, as well 
as the Forces, to the greateft Hazard. 

A Supply Tile 5th of February, 1694, a Sup- 

Frorl',~ ply of Provifions arrived from England, 
(tons ar- j r r , . 
rives tinQ very lealonably too, for there was 
from, not only a great want thereof in the 
iingja^d but fuch victuals as was proper 

could not be had without great diffi¬ 
culties in Spam. 

Governor The Governor of Cadiz informed the 
of Cadiz Admiral, That the Tranfport Ships, he 

J* PI y ' S f v « X 

pending had been to long providing there, were 
the cm- ready to proceed to Final for the Sol- 
Zoy mth diers, but was anfwered. That the time 
Tran- A 

fpor:s/t?id if told the Fleet, would fail in 14. Days. 6cc. 

pro- 
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propofed tor the Convoy’s going with 
them was elapfed, and that lince it was 
not known what forwardnefs the French 

were in at Thoulon, and that the whole 
Fleet would probably be ready to fail 
in 14 Days, he thought it proper to 
confider well of it, before he expofed 
fo many of the King his Mailer’s Ships 
on this Service. 

The gd of March, the Governor writ 
him another Letter, earneftly defiring 
him to fend away the Convoy $ but 
the Admiral let him know. That fince^,, 
they were of necefiity to pafs by the f*rd 
French Ports, it might be of worfe con- ferrate 

fequence to Catalonia, Ihould the Con- 
voy and Forces be intercepted in their expofed to 

Pafiage from Final to Barcelona, than 
the detaining the Ships fome few days 
longer at Cadiz, in order to their go¬ 
ing under the Prote&ion of the whole 
Fleet 5 and that he was the rather en- 
clined to have a more than ordinary 
regard to their Safety, fince ’twas hin¬ 
ted at, both in the French and Spanijh 
Prints, that he had promifed to detach 
a Convoy from the Fleet. 

It was reafonable to thipk that if 
the French did intend to pafs the 
Streights, with the whole or part of 
their Fleet, they would be now draw¬ 
ing down, and therefore the Admiral 

detached 
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mL, a .ftro"S Squadron off of Cipe 
Nevjl *p*rteB, under Command of Rear-Admi- 

™ rT , ‘percept them, thouldthey 
A “1 “Attempt, but he was ne- 
squadrm verthelefs at Iiberty5as Winds and VVea- 

gw ';aPPe".to Anchor in Tangier 
getting ff y’ ,or to *je Eaftward of the Streiahts 
thrd :he Mouth 5 and if he met not Orders'- to 

the contrary in ,2 Days, he was to r ° 
tuin to the fleet in the Bay of Cadiz. 

Soon after this the whole Fleet was 
ready to fail flaying only for the 
greateft part of the Victuallers, which 
were not arrived from Emland: But as 

7c‘JL fthe Armada, they were fo 
of the tar trom being in a Condition for the 
Spanifli uea, that not fo much as one of them 
Armada. was Careened, fo that little Service was 

expected from them 5 but the Admiral 
acquainted the SpaniJJ) Secretary That 
hefad hopes their Galleys would be 

fires their r^ady at Barcelona, becaufc if any Ser- 
GaUeys vice could be done again ft the Enemy 

by Landing Men, they would be of 
great ufe. as alfo if he met the French 

Fleet, who doubtlefs would have theirs 
The Go. in Company with them. 
•vernor of The Embarking of the Soldiers at Fi¬ 

fe f a- greatly trouble the Spanijh Court, 
gain the lnlomuch that on the 8th of Aprils 1695, 
fending a the Governor of Cadiz prelfed very 
for the ■ carneft!y, that a Convoy might be 
Forc“ c forth- 

may he 

ready. 
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forthwith Cent with the Tranfport Ships, 
to prevent Defertion, and the ill Con- 
fequences that might attend their not 
being Landed before the French opened 
the Campaign in Catalonia. The Admi- The m~ 

ral acquainted him, That he was not 
without Thoughts of all the Inconve- 
niencies that might attend a Di(appoint¬ 
ment of this nature, and that it did not 
a little trouble him they would not 
follow his Advice, in providing Tran- 
fports for the Forces at the Ports in 
Italy • for that they had loft very much 
time, by taking up at Cadiz fuch Ships 
for this Service as, by Agreement, were 
hr ft to be freighted at that Port : How¬ 
ever he allured him, That with the firft 
fair Weather he would proceed with 
the whole Fleet up the Streights, tho’ he 
was in great want of Provifions, but 
more efpecially Bread. 

Not many Days after, the Land For- Brigadier 

ces under Command of Brigadier Gene- Gcntra! 

fa! Stewart arrived, being his own Re- 
giment, and thofe of the Marquefs Pm - with the 

zar. Colonel Brttdemll, and Colonel 
Conte, which were in all about 4500 En.-P 
Men, Officers included 5 and with theIand 
fame Convoy came the Victuallers, and The Men 

12 Bomb-Veffels, fo that ’twas not ma- CilsfTiy* 

ny Days after before the Fleet failed • 
but ere the Admiral left Cadiz, he de- 

fired 
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fired the Protection and Favour of the 
Governor towards the King’s Subje&s 
Trading thither 5 and altho* 1 do in 
forne meafure know the reafon of this 
Requeft, yet it may not be convenient 
to fay more of it here, than that there 
was occafion to put him in mind of do¬ 
ing fo good an Office. 

Cruizers The Fleet being now at Sea, the Crui- 
^ndtb'e zers )verc fent on feveral Stations for 
Dire tii~ Intelligence ^ and if they met with any 
IZm™” ^ews fhe Enemy from Foreigners, 

they were ordered to detain the chief 
Officer, till fuch time as it could appear 
whether the fame was true or falfe; for 
it had often been known that feveral 
of them had not been very fincere, par¬ 
ticularly the Genoeze, who in that, as 
well as many other Particulars, did not 
!o behave themfelves as might have 
been reafonably expected. 

TheTur- The 5th of May, 1695, Orders were 
ky an- fent t0 the Commander of the Turkey 

Tedtore- Convoy at Me!fina, to remain there in 
main at a conftant pofture of Sailing, till an 
Molina. Additional Strength could be fent to 

him 3 and the Fleet arriving at Aticant, 
little day was made there, for they 

rhe Fleet came to Barcelona the 18th ^ but before 
comes to they Anchored in the Bay, the Admiral 
Sarceio- pent to the Marquefs Gajlanaga, defiring 

him to communicate what Intelligence 
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he had of the Enemy’s Proceedings, that 
fo he might the better govern himfelf 
in the appointing a Convoy for the 
Tranfport Ships but to this he received 
no fatisfadory Anfwer. 

During the FleePs being at Barcelona, invita- 

the Admiral was well allured that feve- 
ral Subjects of England were compelled Engiift, 

to ferve the French King in Catalonia, in 

and that they were defirous to return French 

to their own Country 5 wherefore he Amy to 
sifted out feveral Declarations, promt- 
ling them, or thofe of other Nations, 
who would quit the French Service, and 
repair,, to the Conful at Barcelona, that 
they fhould either be entertained among 
our Land Forces, in the Marine Regi¬ 
ments, or in the Fleet, and that when¬ 
ever any of them fhould defire to re¬ 
turn home, they fhould have a Pais- 
port: Beildes which, each Man, upon 
his appearing aboard the Admiral’s own 
Ship, was promifed Clothes and a Pi- 
ftole in Money 5 and this Projed had 
in a great meafure its deiired effect. ihevkn 

The 20th of May, 1695, in the Mor-A*/™^ 
rung, the Admiral failed, and the next Barcel°' 
Day gave Orders to Rear-Admiral JSle- Rear-M* 
z>il, That when he made a Signal by an miral 
Ejtglijh Enfign at his Fore-topmaft-head, 
and fired a Gun, he fhould make the Final 

with, the, 
Tran- 
[port:. 

heft of his way to Find, with five Third 
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Rates, one Sixth, two Firefhips, a Bri¬ 
gantine, and an Advice-boat of the 
Fnglifh, and three Ships of War of 
the States General, of 72 Guns each. 
He was directed to take with him the 
Tranfport Ships, and to make all pofli- 
ble Difpatch in getting the Soldiers on 
Board, and then to repair to the Ren¬ 
dezvous off the Ifles of Aires, but not 
finding the Fleet there, to proceed to 
Barcelona.; and a Frigat was fent off of 
Cape Ihoulon for Intelligence of the 
Enemv's Proceedings. 

J o 

By Rear-Admiral Nevil the Admiral 
fent a Letter to the Earl of Galloway, 

by which he defired his Lordfhip to let 
him know. Whether there was a pro¬ 
bability of doing any Service with the 
Fleet at the French Ports, and particu- 

Court of larly, whether with our Troops, and 
Savoy, fuCh Strength as the Duke of Savoy 

could add to them, they, and the Fleet 
together, might not attempt even Thou- 

Ion it felf, with Hopes of Succefs. This 
our For'S Letter was communicated to his Royal 
ces- Highnefs, and the Marquefs Lcganez, 
Fk Royal thereupon a Council was called, 
Highnejs where it was determined, that nothing 

COL1^ be done in this Affair, for that 
they thought it reafonable to adhere to 
their former Refolutions againfi: Cajfal, 
of which Place they boon after made 
themfelves Mafters. The 

The Am 

miral 

propofes 
to tlie 

'he at 

tempting 

Thou- 
ioa with 

their and 

there* 

upon. 
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, The Firft of June Sir David Mitchell, Sir Dy 

theti Rear-Admiral of the Red, was or- chtn/aJ 

dered to proceed off of Marfellis, when i 
the Admiral made the appointed Signal, sflafan 

and to take with him one Third Rate, MaffeJ- 

fix Fourths, two Fifths, two Firefhips,iis- 
and two Brigantines, of the Englijh, 
and three Dutch Ships, commanded by 
Vice-Admiral Evert fen. It was Recom¬ 
mended to him when he came oft' of 
the aforeiaid Port, carefully to obferve 
the Fortifications faid to be erefted 
there, and to report his Opinion, Whe¬ 
ther there was any probability ofi do¬ 
ing Service with the Bomb-Veilels: And 
Brigadier General Stuart, with the Co¬ 
lonels or the Land-Forces, were appoin¬ 
ted to accompany the Rear-Admiral, as 
aho Sir Martin Beck/nan, who had the 
Command of thofe Veffels: But the 
next Day a violent Storm arofe, and 
drove the Fleet 50 Leagues Southward, sform 

under a. main Courfe only, which made s£Zn‘ 

the Ships complain much of Leakinefs c/ron 5° 
and the Rear-Admiral was thereby for- fffff 

ced from the Coaft, and prevented in »«. 
the putting his Orders in Execution. 

The 7th of June, Orders were fent to rhe Tur- 

fhe Turkey Convoy to repair to Callary ky Cm- 
in the Ifland of Sardinia, to be joined tlYiT' 

thcie by fome more Ships for the grea- Callary. 

ter Security of that Trade, for which 
T 2 pur- 
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Sardinia, 
that the 

Fleet will 
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purpofe the Newcajtle and Adventure 
were Tent to that Port : And now the 
Tranfport Ships being come to the Fleet, 
they were difpatehed with a Convoy to 
Barcelona.and a Frigat was Pent to Thou- 
lon to get an Account of the Effenly's 
Ships in that Harbour. 

Soon after the Greyhound, a nimble 
Frigat, was difpatchecl with Advice to 
the Conde de Atta Alia, Vice-Roy of Sar¬ 
dinia, That the Fleet would fuddenly 
touch there to take in Water but the 
Admiral let him know, That it was of 
greated Confequence to keep it a Se¬ 
cret, till fuch time as he returned again 
to the French Goad, and therefore de- 
fired, that a ftriff Embargo might be 

J OO 

laid, and continued, on all the Embar- 
cations in every Port of the tfland, till 
he fhould be got to Sea again, that Fo 
the Enemy might not have an oppor¬ 
tunity of flipping away Wefhvard ; 
but yet that this Embargo might bd 
laid, in filch manner, as to give the 
JeAft ground of Sufpition that the 
Fleet was coming thither. 

The Fleet being fupplied with Wa¬ 

ter, arid the Turkey Ships not yet arri' 
ved, the Admiral judged it not conve¬ 
nient to day longer for them, and 
therefore the Greyhound was left with a 
Letter for the Commander of the Con¬ 

come 

there to 

Water. 

voy. 

mm 
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voy, directing him to proceed irame- 
diately to Mayorkg, and if lie met vvitli 
no Intelligence of the Enemy, or Or¬ 
ders to the contrary there, to repair to 
and remain at Carthage nit till further Or¬ 
der: But before the Fleet got clear of 
Callury this Convoy appeared, and in- 
ftead of their Rendezvousing at May- iff Jyf 
orke, if feparated before they came to red to 
Carthagena, Alfagncs on the Coaft of 
Catalonia was now appointed , and lonia, 

there they were to remain till farther 
Order. 

The 19th of July., 1695, the Fleet ar- The Fleet 
rived off of Barcelona, and the Admi- 

at Jiarce- 
ral acquainted the Vice-Roy with his ions, 
Defign of going to Thoulon, but that if 
he found there could be nothing done 
there, or at Marfelles, or that the Duke 
of Savoy could not propofe anv Service 
now Caffal was taken, lie would return 
to Barcelona: But foon after he recei¬ 
ved a Letter from the Vice-Roy, defi-r/v ra¬ 
ring that the whole, or part of die ’V dfres 
Fleet, might go off Blanos^ upon which proceed to 

( notwi thfhmding a Council of War B,a“os- 
had before thought it moft for the Ser¬ 
vice of the Fleet to proceed to the 
Coaft of Provence) the Admiral prepa- TheT 
red to repair forthwith to that Place, Cyc<«- 
but, before he failed, ordered the Tur- py ordt- 
key Convoy to Cadiz, and from thence Cadu. 

T 2 to 
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sjnth. 

£ 7 b Travfaftions at Sea, &c. 

to England with (ome Ships appointe' 
to ftrengthen them there. 

HZwy T,hat, the Lords of the Admiralf 
•f111,§ht be particularly informed of th' 
conation ^te or the Fleet, with reFped to thei 

IE!5} <*> ,l» a drift Survey „ 
c faken thereof, and represented tc 

miralty them,That the greateft part of the Firft 
Second, and Third Rath, were in Vud 

ondition as required their goin°" tc 
England the firft Seafon of fair VVea- 
ther, but that the Sovereign, St. Andrew 

2'1/ ’ Michael1:, Sandwich, Suffolk 

EdSar’ Warfpigfa, and fome o- 
ther Ships, ought even at that time to 
be lent home 5 for that fhould they be 
continued at Cadiz another Winter, it 
was his Opinion they would hardly 
iwim: For which Reafon he allured 
rhi.ni, That he would rather take his 
Fortune with a lmall Strength, than ha¬ 
zard the Nation’s lofing fo many Ships- 
and without them there would remain 
with him but 44 Englijfh and Dutch,from 
the Fourth Rate upwards. 

Fbe Admiral defired Brigadier Gene- 
ral Stuart, to acquaint the General of 

quan ed the Spanijh Battalia, That the TrooDS 
kvs (which were about scco Men) could 

Zlida 110t be ]onger on Shoar than fix or fe- 
emtinue ven Days, that fo the Vice-Roy niidat 
>n skre' confider how they could be mold fer- 

v ‘ . ‘ viewable 

Spa. 'T't- ito 

nifh Ge 

■neral ac- 

quan ed 
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viceable to him in that time for the re¬ 
gaining of Palamos : And that no Mil- 
underftanding might arife about this 
Matter, he defired that what pafs’d be¬ 
tween them might be put down in 
Writing. 

The Admiral was the more inclined ThRea- 
to remain fome little time longer atD’d‘M 
Barcelona, by reafon that he was not in n»/’//by- 
condition to face the Enemy now lie 74/° 
had fent fo many Ships home, under 
Command of Sir John Alunden, fhould na. 

they, upon his Approach, come out of 
Thou Ion with their whole Strength, till 

CJ j 

fuch time as the Dutch Ships expecied 
from Cadiz, part of their Quota, had 
joined him. Nor did he labour under 
fmall Difficulties from the various Im- 4reafi. 
portunities of the Spaniards, and the^i^r 
little Regard they had to the doing made by 
what might be of Service to them-^f-^W 
lelves, or even to enable him to con- X/A/f 
tribute towards it; infomuch that he jTJJjftwci 
thought himfelf obliged to reprefent b 
die Matter to the Court of Spain, and niards, 
to let them know how little they had 
complied with their Promife to him, 
when at Cadiz, in a (lifting him with 
their Ships of War and Galleys accor¬ 
ding to the Treaty: That he thought 
the King his Mafter had been very ill 
ufed, and the Affairs committed to his 

T 4 Truft 
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Traft and Charge, very much obtlru- 
ded by their dilatory Proceedings. In 
fine, that having promifed the Vice- 
Roy of Catalonia all the AiTiftance he 
could on any fudden Enterprize, if no 
iuch Thing could be undertaken, he 
illouId be necdlitated to take proper 
Mealures for his Matter’s Intereft, and 
to leave the Management of Matters in 
Spain to their own Conduit. 

The Admiral did alfo acquaint the 
Vice-Roy, That hnce the Troops were 
included in the Numbers eftablifhed on 
the Ships, he could not, with Prudence, 
admit of their marching far into the 
Country, fince their Return would be 
very uncertain, and that the Fleet 
would, for want of them, be expofed 
to .Hazard fhoulcl the French appear j 
but that i'fany Place could be attempted 
without the Formality of a long Siege, 
he would to his utmoft afiift in it. 

Hereupon the Vice-Roy determined 
to march towards Palamos, deflgni-ng 

termmei to be fo near that Place on the 7th of 
tlwn-F this Month, as that when the EngHJJa 
pUamos. and Dutch Torres were on Shore, an 

Hour's March might enable them to 
join him 5 and, by their Affiftance, he 
was in hopes to oblige the -Forces in 
that Place to a fpeedy Surrender. The 
Admiral communicated this to Brigadier 

; ' Gene' 

Tei T.n 
Roy de¬ 

termine, 

Co march 



TravfaMious at Sea, &c. 
General Stcivart, and it being agreed in 
what manner the Forces fhould be put 
on Shore, the neceffary Care was taken 
to furnifh them with Provifions, and 
all Things neceffary, and a confiderable 
Number of Marine Soldiers were in¬ 
corporated with them. It was agreed 
between the Vice-Roy and the Briga¬ 
dier General, that the Forces fhould be 
landed the 9th in the Morning, and 
that he fhould follow the Orders of the 
Paid Vice-Roy, or any other Superiour 
Officer, according to the Difcipline of 
War. 

All the Lon2;-Boats in the Fleet were 
ordered to be got ready, with a Lieute¬ 
nant, and two Gunners Mates to each, 
to attend Sir Marth* Beckman upon the 
fil'd: Signal that fhould be made for 
Bombarding P alamos • and the Ad mi- It i; e_ 
ral did not only Recommend it to the greed to 
Vice-Roy to give the Brigadier General Se 
the Poft due to him on all Qccahons, Forces m 
but dcfired alfo that the Soldiers mightshm r 
be in readinefs to Embark, upon a Sig- 
nal of the Enemy’s approaching with 
a Naval Force. 

V -* 4* 

The Admiral received from the Bri¬ 
gadier General frequent Accounts of 
Iris Movements, from the time he lan¬ 
ded, and thereupon she let the Vice- 
•king know .his Opinion That firice 
r - - ; ; : ' ' the 
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Jnrf/ ^he Enemy appeared in Battalia, it was 
opinion to prevent his laying Siege to the Town 

^d tha^therefore if his Troops, with 
Paiamos.tne Reinforcement from the Fleet, were 

not fufficient both to attack the Town, 
ariu to face the Enemy, there was but 
Imall hopes of carrying the Place, in- 
lomuch that it was mold Advifeable for 
the Spamfh Forces to march off to then- 
former Pofts, whilft he, with theBomb- 
VeiieJs, endeavoured to lay the Town 
in Arnes. 

ah ac- Altho’ the Bufinefs of the two Ar- 

rM d°.CS not Pr°Perly relate to the 
tcedir.gs iJcfign in hand, yet it is poilible the 

tZ in Reader exPeft fome farther Ac- 
cocjuntti- count of that Matter, fince it is alrea- 
on With ay mentioned; and therefore pleafe to 
thZ' taRe aS Allows, viz. 

On Friday the 9th of Aiigujl, 1695, 
there was landed near 4000"Men, Eng- 
lifi and Dutch, the fir ft commanded by 
Brigadier General Stewart, and the o- 
thers by Count Napu, and by Nine in 
the Morning they marched, and en¬ 
camped at Night half way between the 
Landing-place and Paiamos. At this 
time there- was- no other Account of 
the Enemy, than that they were at a 
Place called ErishaU, about ^ Leagues 
from our Forces^ but the next Mor¬ 

ning 
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ning when our Men, who had the Van 
of the Army, marched out of the nar- 
now Ways into a D'fille • the French 

appeared in great Numbers, efpecially 
Horfe : Notwithftanding which our 
Men marched on, and pofleded the 
Ground defigned for them near the 
Town, and then the whole Encamped, 
as well as any Army could that had 
not any one material Thing neceffary 
for it. 

The next Morning the Enemy ap¬ 
peared in Battalia upon the Hills about 
a League off, and (as the Deferters 
fa id ) were refolved to give Battel, fo 
that all this Day, and the Night too, 
the Army lay under their Arms, and" 
our Men not only without Tents, but 
even the Bread which the Spaniards had 
promifed to provide for them : But fo 
little Care had they taken of This, 
or indeed of any Thing to fecure them- 
leives, that had not our People carried 
on Shore fome Pole-Axes, Spades, and 
other Conveniencies, no Intrenchments 
could have been made. 

Early the next Day the French an- 
peared drawn up within half an Hours 
march $ but after advancing about 200 
Yards, they wheeled oft 5 and this gave 
our People the firft Opportunity of reft 
unce their Landing. 

The 
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SS T> TI- Adrn>ral now gave Orders for 
•fPaia- pombmg the Town and Caftle, which 

was done fo efFeiftualJy, notwithftan- 
' ding the Sea ran high, that moft part 

both of one and t other was beaten 
down, and the remainder was on Ire 
in fever a I Places: And thus ended the 
Attempt on Palamos • for the Veilel 
which was font to the Goa ft of Provence, 
return’d to the Fleet the next Day, 
and brought two of the Inhabitants of 
Tkoulon, who pofitively affirmed, That 
the French had 60 Ships of War, ready 
in all refpe&s to put to Sea, and there¬ 
upon the Admiral font to the Marquis 
Gajlanava, and defired the Men might 
be returned, the better to enable him 
to go in foarch of the Enemy, advising 
him not only to march away at the 

The Ad- fame time with the Spanijl} Army, buc 
waraiad- reprefenting to him how improbable it 

'Pelt"‘ was tor him to take Palamos, fince our 
Forces and theirs joined, were but e- 
qual to the Enemy, and barely fo too. 
The Vice-Roy was of the Admiral’s 
Opinion, but all or moft of his Gene¬ 
ral Officers wore for for ting down be- 
fore the Town ; and fuch was their un- 
eaftnefs, that fome of them could not 
refrain letting fome words fall to the 
Prince of Hejje, who commanded the 
Emperor’s Forces, which befpoke in 

them 

fopanj 111 
General 

to retire 

with his 

forces. 
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them no ill liking to the Intereft of 
the French : However, within two days 
their Army decamped, and marched to 
St. Felitc, from whence they defigned 
for Oft dr cake 5 and our Troops, with 
thofe of the States General, returned 
on board the Fleet, very little obliged 
by the Spanft Officers 3 for during the 
whole time they were on Shore, hard¬ 
ly one of them had an Invitation to 
partake of their Meat or Drink 

The Forces were no fooner embark’d 
but the Fleet proceeded to the Coafl of 
Provence, where they met with fuch 
violent Storms, accompany d with Rain, 
Thunder and Lightning, as render’d a 
Continuance very hazardous, and there¬ 
fore the Admiral thought it advifeable 
to retire down the Streights, and arri¬ 
ving in Cadiz Bay, the latter end of Sep¬ 
tember, he appointed Sir David Mitchell, 

then Rear-Admiral of the Red, to take 
upon him the Command of 8 Third 
Rates, as many Fourths, befides final! 
Frigats, Bonib-Veflels, and others of the 
Eft gift, and 7 Dutch Men of War from 
74 to 50 Guns, and to employ all, or 
part of them, in fuch manner as he 
judged molt for the Service, but to 
put himfelf under the Command of 
Sir Geotge Hooke when he arrived, who 
was coming with a Squadron of Ships 
from Endartd. With 

o 

He accord 

dinglft rc~ 
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mrai f^e rek of the Fleet the Ad* 
fmh for m'ral himfelf failed for England be-in a 
England one Firft Rate c * ein§ 
with TI. ,, “ Aa^> lcV£n Seconds, one 
greateji ylird’ three Fourths, one Fifth and 
fan if three Firefhips, befides Dutch and ar- 

nvTed the beginning of November. d 
Unkind- I cannot but take notice here of the 
r/;^'Unkuadn^s of th. Spaniards at Cadiz, 

SaVfe DSV„T tlla‘ tlre,Sick Men might be put on Shore into the Marine Hofni- 
tals, was anfwered, That it could not 
be admitted without an Order from 

*n re§ard theY had expended 
much Money the lad Year on that 
Account. A very grateful Acknow¬ 
ledgment for the Charge the Emlifh 
Nation as well as Holland, had been 
at on their fcorce : not but that fas I 
am inform’d ) they did, by feveral Sub- 
iidies, enable the Dutch to bear,at lead 
part of their Expence • but as for the 
hnghfi, they had not one Peny, more 
than a certain quantity of Wine and 

roc i ions, and that of no Extraordi¬ 
nary Value, which was equally didri- 
buted to each Ship fo foon as it arrived 
m the Fleet. 

Ro£0, p T;)e l6,th f October, 1695, Sir George 
&>°k with the Ships from England was 

Z;:3diz Jwoveted, who, in ?8 Days made his 
J ' i adage to the Bay of Cadiz. The Cha¬ 

racter 
England 
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rafter given him by his Commiffion 
was Admiral of the White, and Admi¬ 
ral and Commander in Chief of His 
Majefty’s Ships in the Mediterranean 3 
and by his Inftruftions he was required cT*,ts 

to annoy the Enemy on all Occafions • °Luaiol'i. 
To prevent their being furnifhed from 
thefe Seas with Naval Stores and Pro- 
vifions 3 To take under his Command 
the Ships of War left at Cadiz, by Ad¬ 
miral Rajjell 3 and if he received cer¬ 
tain Advice that the French had paffed 
the St reights, with the whole or part 
of their Fleet, to follow them, or de¬ 
tach atter them fuch a Strengthas might 
be proportionable to their’s. 

The 21 ft of November, 1695, he cal- n enm- 

(ed a Council of War, where was pre- a!oflVar 

fent himfelf, Rear-Admiral Mitchell,^$7, 
Rear-Admiral Nevil, and his Firft Cap- the Tu.- 

tain, Captain Bokgnham. They confi- ^ Ccw" 
der'd how the Ships bound to Tar gey 
might moft properly be convoy’d thi¬ 
ther, and determined that their Guard 
fhould confift of four Ships of War,, 
two for Smirna and two for Scanderoon, 

and that they fhould be accompanied 
with a Squadron of four 01 five more, 
and two Fire (hips, as far as Cape Mat- 
tapan, or higher, if it fiiould be judg’d 
1 eafonable : That then the Squadron 
fhould return, and in their way touch 

at 
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at Algiers, after that crofs over to All- 
cant, and fo along the Coaft of Spain, 
uniefs they had Advice that the French 
had a ftronger Force abroad. 

the Fleet The Fleet at this time was very Sick- 
jpcuh- ]y^ ancj wjt{1 great difficulty the Spani¬ 

ards were at laft prevailed with to per¬ 
mit 150 Men io be lodg’d in the Hofpi- 
tals at Cadiz, ^ nor was that granted, 
but upon Condition that we fhould find 
Beds, Medicines, and Refrefhments. 

m had Our Force united was not fufficient 
not rone to oppofe the Enemy, and therefore all 
7h?Enl fbat fhe Admiral could do was to pro. 
n,y. ted the Trade, till fuch time as the ad¬ 

ditional Strength, expected from England 
joined him • and he was convinced by 
all Advices, that the French were ma¬ 
king great difpatch for an early Cam- 
paigne; for which reafon he called the 
Flag Officers together, to confider what 
might beft be done, who ( both Englijlj 
and Dutch) agreed. That fince there 
was but go Ships of the Line of Battel 
(not above half the Number twas be¬ 
lieved the French would come out with) 
they could not be able to impede their 

ciiofwar paffage through the Streights, and there- 
agree not fore not reafonabie to put to Sea and 
top to pte *in their way • but neverthelefs to 

keen out Cfuizers for Intelligence, 
l tv 
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This Council of War was held 
the 19th of January, 1695, and frefh 
Intelligence occafiondi another the 23d 
following, who found no reafon to 
alter their Refolutions ; But left the 
French Fleet thould appear at Cadiz be¬ 
fore the Reinforcement from England 
arrived, it was agreed. That the Ships 
Ihould be removed within Pont of 1 Ca- ^nothe> 
files, and be formed within three Lines ^ 
as follows; The Firft (to confift of the rctir 
large ft Englifo Ships) to lie from Pon- 

tall, athwart the Chanel, to the Creek’s cJpus 
Mouth called Vrnckadcro, next within for the*r 
the North Caftie : The Second ( to be Sudntt'- 
compofed of the fmalleft Englijh and 
Dutch Ships) along the Shoal on tire 
South fide of the Harbour: And the 
third (to be of the biggeft Dutch Ships) 
to begin from the upper end of the 
Second Line, and to tend away athwart 
the Chanel to the Mouth of the upper 
Creek that goes to Port Real; and the 

frnail Frigats, Bomb-VelTels, and Fire- 
fhips, were to be ported to the beft Ad¬ 
vantage, as the Wind, and circumftan- 
ces of Service fhould prefent. This in¬ 
deed was all that could be done under 
their then Circumftances; for the Ships, 
generally (peaking, were not above 
half Mann'd, and thofe of the Dutch 
Were fo very foul, that had they met 

V the 
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met the Enemy at Sea, and been over- 
cower’d, they would in all probability 
lave been a Prey to them. 

Things being at this pafs, and our 
Fleet in a manner block’d up at Cadiz, 
an Account comes from the Vice-Roy of 
Anclaliijia, That he had notice by Ex- 
prefs from Portugal, of five French Ships 
inL^iBay, from 70 to 80 Guns^ and 

vice-Ad. thereupon Rear-Admiral Mitchell, with 
Mitch e,§^t c^ean Ships, and two Firefhips, 
fent^o" was fent in queftof them, but meeting 
Tag os contrary Winds he was foon conftrain’d 

feZc/’lf t0 ^)Car tip. 
feme'' The Admiral confidering the weak- 
Fnnch nefs Gf tj-,e porce with him, and how 

, f ftrong the Enemy did intend to come 
forth, did,about the middle of February, 

fend home a Frigat for Inftruftions 
how he fhould proceed: But before fhe 

The Ad. returned he received Orders from His 
jniral rc~ Majefty, dated the 27 th of January, 1695, 

to repair to England, unlefs he had good 
come for Intelligence that the French did not de- 
England (]gn to fit out their Fleet from Thoulon 

early in the Spring, or that they did 
intend to fet out with no greater a 
Number than he could be able to op- 
pofe, with the Strength he had with 
him • in which cafe he was to remain 
in the Streights, and to follow his for¬ 
mer Inftructions. 

Tliefe 
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Thefe Orders occafioned a Council of A Conn 

War, but it was determined to repair °Je™',*res 
to England, fo foon as the Naval Stores thereupon 
could be taken on board : And in cafe t0 c6me 

the French palled the Streights before t7?rcuvd 
that could be efteded, it was agreed to they mere 

follow them immediately, and to leave S'”SS 
a proper Convoy to bring home the hone. 
Storelhips. But to amufe the French, 

it was pretended that the Fleet, and the 
greateft part of the Stores, was removed 
to Port Mahone, though it was impoffi- 
ble to keep our real Intention long pri¬ 
vate • for feveral Letters there were 
which gave an Account, that the Ships 
defigned from England were Hopp’d, 
and that it was expeded our Fleet would 
be called home: Nor was it indeed ad- 
vifeable to continue longer in thofe 
Parts, for if the intended Reinforce¬ 
ment had timely arrived, our Strength 
would, even then, have been very much 
inferior to that of the Enemy. 

About the middle of Afarch Sir George 
put to Sea 5 but when he had beat it to The fim 
and fro five Days, in very dirty Wea- 
ther, wherein feveral Mafts were fprung, p’y rj 
Sails blown away, and the great Ships a 
much lhaken, he was conftrain’d to re¬ 
turn to Cadiz • and very lucky it was 
he did fo, for had he kept the Sea, the 
tempeftuous Weather, which foon af- 

V 2 ter 
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t;r happened, might have expofed the 
Fleet to greateft hazard. It begun and 
continued with fuch Extremity, that 
feveral of the biggeft Dutch Ships, and 

^fuf-red’ our Merchant Ships, were for- 
by the ce(l from their Anchors, even in the Bay • 
stem, feveral Ships were loft upon the Coaft, 

among which were three belonging to 
the States General, one of them named 
the St. Peter, of 44 Guns, between Ca¬ 
diz and Cape Traflegar. 

But the Weather was no fooner mode¬ 
rate,than he failed again from Cadiz, and 

The Fleet arrived in the EngliJI) Chanel the a 2d of 
arrives April, 1696 } where I (hall leave him, 
land"2' till fuch time as I have given lbme Ac¬ 

count of what pafs’d at Home, and in 
other parts Abroad, from the time that 
Sir Cloudejly Shovel/ had fin idled his Ex¬ 
pedition againft Diepe, Calais, and other 
of the Enemy’s Ports, tothis of Si r George 
Rookgs returning to England ^ believing 
that it would tend more to the Reader s 
Satisfaction, to have the aforegoing Ac¬ 
count of Affairs in the Strcights entire, 
becaufeits interfering with other Things 
that happened elfewherc, within that 
time, might make a Confufton, neeella- 
ry to be avoided. 

Fhere 
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There being a conliderable Number Urd 
of Ships got together at Spit head, the 
Lord Berkeley was ordered thither to Command 

take the Command of them, and arri- f 's.pit' 
ving there the middle of June, his *tat 
Lord-Chip called a Council of War, ncouncil 

who agreed to attempt St. Mdo's, if °f ^'ar 

Pilots could be had to carry the Ships JZmyt 

near the Quince Rock, and the Frigots Sc.Maio. 

and Bomb-Veflels within it. But to ren¬ 
der this Undertaking the more fuccefs- 
ful, there were wanting fmall Frigats to 
fecure the Bomb-Veflels, and 4 or 500 
Soldiers, to put on board them and the 
Well-floats ^ and if two Machines Vef- 
fels could be had, it was thought they 
might have been ferviceable againft the 
Quince Rock, if there was a poflibility 
of doing good with them any where. 

Although the Council of War had 
no extraordinary profped of Succefs a- 
gainft St. Mdo, yet they pitch’d upon 
that Attempt firft, believing that the 
very Allarm might oblige the Enemy 
to make fuch Preparations, as would 
put-them to no fmall Expence and In¬ 
convenience : But yet they were of 
Opinion, That if the French ftiould find 
them imbayed at St. Mdo with a grea¬ 
ter Force, it would infinitely expo he 
them 5 and therefore, fince there were 
•not together above fix Englifh Ships of 

' " ' V 3' the 
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the Line of Battel, they defired that 
other of the great Ships might be forth¬ 
with fent to the Downes to join them. 

Soon after this. Admiral Almonds 
acquainted the Lord Berkeley, That thd 
he had Orders to aft under his Com¬ 
mand, and to attempt what Places 
fhould be judged reafonable by a Coun¬ 
cil of War, yet the King had given 
him pofitive Orders, to try what rni°-ht 
be done at Dunkirk firfh This was 
coTnmunicated to the Lords of the Ad¬ 
miralty, and by them to the Lords ju- 
fhces, in His Majelly’s abfence, 'by 
whole Command another Council of 
War was called, to consider whether 
the feparate Attempts defigned to be 
made on St. Malo and Dunkirk ■> might 
not be undertaken at the fame time, 
by the Means of fuch mutual Affiftance 
as the Englijh and Dutch could give each 
other : And according to what fhould 
be determined his Lordfhip was to aft. 
It was hereupon refolved to attempt 
St. Malo s for as to Dunkirk, it was 
not thought convenient to do any thing 
there, till the Machines, and other things 
prepareing by Mr. Meeflers, were ready - 
and the Dutch would not hear of act¬ 
ing feparately. 

Although 
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Although his Lordlhip had but one 
fmall Frigat of the Englifh with him 
(which Ships • were more neceliary on 
fuch Occafions than bigger) he was un- 
willingtolofe time, and therefore failed, 
and got Weftward of Portland the 23d 
of June 5 but meeting with bad Wea¬ 
ther , he was obliged to return to 
St. Hel/ens, and the Well-boats (ap¬ 
pointed for landing Men) were fo very 
leaky, that dwas with much difficulty 
they were brought in. 

However, the Squadron arrived be- 
fore St. Malo, and anchored on the 4th 
of July, about 10 in the Morning, in St.Maio. 

20 Fathom Water, the Quince Rock 
bearing S.E. by S, near five Miles di- 
ftant, and Cape Farr el W. S. W, three 
Leagues and a half, and Concall Point 
E. loy S, three Leagues. At Noon the 
Signal was made for the Captains of 
the Bomb-Veliels: and about two Hours 
after the Frigats, Bombs, and Well- 
Boats, under Command of Captain 
Benbovp, together with fome Frigats and 
Bombs of the Dutch, ftood clofe in, 
and five of the Bomb-Veflels play'd on 
the Quince Rock till near Eight, but 
with little Succefs. 

About Four the next Morning the 
Squadron weighed, and ftood nearer in, 
and a Signal was made for the Frigats 

V 4 and 
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and Bomb-Veflels to go as clofe in to- 
wards the Town, as ’twas poflible • by 
doing whereof they foon obliged the 
Galleys and Guard-Boats to retreat. 
At half an Hour pad Five the Squadron 
anchored in 18 fathom Water, the 

wee Rock bearing S. by E, diftant 
about a League; and at Eight the Charles 
Fireftnp, Commanded by Captain Dur- 

femptm anc^ one °* f'1e Dutch, were order’d 
M,d ’ £o tun in a gain ft the aforefaid Rock, 
Bombing and placing themfelves to Windward' 
f.Maio. of ;f) they fo much annoyed the Ene¬ 

my, ^ that they forbore bring • and im¬ 
mediately upon the blowing up of thofe 
Ships, the Fort took fire, and burnt 
two Hours. About Nine a Clock the 
Sq uadron and Bornb-Veftels got in forne- 
what nearer, and the latter play’d with 
that Sucoefs, that at Four in the After¬ 
noon a great Fire broke out in the 
Weft part of the Town, which burnt 
very furioufly till about Seven at Night* 
ana as it may be modeftly computed 
that 900 Bombs and Carcafles were 
thrown into it, fo will I not trouble 
the Reader with the Expence, not only 
of the Bombs themfelves, but the Vef- 
fe'S also wherein the Mortars were 
plac’d, any otherwife, than by taking 
notice it was very considerable. 

P urmg 
CJi 
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During the whole time of this A&ion, 
the French lired from the Quince Rock, 
the Great and Little Bcc, Fort Royal, 
and Point D'amhour • and at la ft the 
Ammunition which the JBomb-VeiTels 
carried in with them being fpent, a 
-Signal was made, between 7 and 8 at 
Night,to call them off,and one of them, 
which had received much damage, was 
funk, to prevent her falling into the 
Enemy's hands: But before I end my 
Account of this Attempt, fuller me to 
inform you, in what manner the Coun¬ 
cil of War had determined the Place 
fhould be attack’d 3 which was as fol¬ 
lows 3 

1. That the fix Dutch Bomb-Vefiels, 
and three Englijlo, fhould batter the 
Quince Rock, and the Fort called 
D'ambour, five whereof were to 

attack the former, and four the 
other. 

2. The other Nine Bomb-Veflels were, 
at the fame time, to batter the 
Town, and to be fupported by 
leveral Englijh and Dutch Frigats, 
and other frnall Veflels : And fo 
many Boats as could be fpared, 
were to go in with frnall Anchors 
and Plawfers, to tow the Bomb- 
VelTels and Frigats, if there fhould 
bp occafion. 3.Two 
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3. Two Dutch Ships-were to cruize 
W. N. W. of the Squadron, or off 
of Cape Farrell, 'and -all the reft 
to lie as near as conveniently they 
could. 

In the next place it was refolved to 
proceed to Granville, with eight Frigats 
and as many Bomb-Veflels, and that 
the Squadron fhould ftay at St. Mdo a 
Day or two, and then repair to, and 
remain at Guernfey. They met not 

The Town with much difficulty in deftroying that 
xittzdT ^ace’ (which was a fair large Town) 
profit even without the lofs of a Man, and 

joining the Squadron on the 9th, a 
ATeint Feint was made of going to Havre de 

goitgt Grace> thereby to amufe the Enemy 5 
Havre but in the Evening they bore away for 
deGracf, Portfmouth, to fit the Bomb-Veflels, and 

get all Things ready to attack Dunkirk. 
His Lordfhip propoied to the Lords 

of the Admiralty, That the great Ships 
at Spithead might accompany him, be- 
caufe the Seafon of the Year was very 
proper, and that the Draught of Wa¬ 
ter between them and the Ships he had 
with him, was not above a Foot dif¬ 
ference 5 befides their Countenance was 
neceflary, and their Boats would have 
afforded confiderable Afliftance, 

i The 
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The Squadron being come to theTheS‘iua- 
Downes, his Lord blip received Orders 
there to take on Board 400 Land-Sol- the 
diers ^ but neither Mr. Mecjlers nor his Uovvnes- 
Pilots were then to be found. Soon 
after he came, and a Council of War 
being held, where he was prefent, it 
was refolved to attempt Dunkirk in the 
manner following, viz. 

1. To begin with Bombarding the 
Rife Bank, and Wooden Forts,The Man~ 

with 6 or 8 Bomb-Veilels, which Z'uTt- 
were to ceafe firing, fb foon as the tempt 

Frigats and Machines came near PU,J1* 
, 1 LV , ' kirk, 
the Forts. 

2. Four Englifl), Frigats were firft to ' 
go in, with Dutch Pilots, and to 
carry on two Firefhips, and two 
Machines, to be laid againll the 
Wooden Forts: And thefe were 
to be fupported by four Ships of 
the States General, of about 50 
Guns each, which were to Anchor 
againft the faid Forts, and batter 
them j and three fmall Dutch Fri¬ 
gats, one Englifh Brigantine, and 
an Advice-Boat, were to go near 
in, with the Firefhips and Ma¬ 
chines, in order to take up their 
Boats, when the Men had fet them 
on fire. 

3. At 
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3. At the fame time two Englijh Fri- 

gats, two Ketches, and two Fire- 
fliips, were to be fent on the back 
of the Brake, to difperfe the Ene¬ 
my’s fmall Craft $ and two Ma¬ 
chines, and two Firefhips, to burn 
again ft the Rife Bank, with a Bri¬ 
gantine, and tour Well-Boats to 
bring off their Boats. 

4. Two Firefhips and two Machines 
were to be ready for a Second At¬ 
tack upon the Weftern Wooden 
Fort, (if the Firft fliouid fail) to 
be fupported by an EnglifJj Frigat. 
two Men of War Pinks, and a 
Ketch : And the reft of the Dutch 
Frigats were to lie at Anchor Weft- 
ward of the Brake, ready for any 
Service. 

5. All the great Ships were to lie off 
of Graveling for it was the Opi¬ 
nion of the Pilots, That noShips, 
which drew above 15 or 16 Foot 
Water could go out at the Ea- 
ftern PafTage with any Safety. 

• And now Mr. Alcejters informing the 
Council of War, that he had every 
thing ready, it was refolved to fail the 
next Morning, as they did : But it 
blowing frefti, the fmall Craft were 
difjperfed 3 however the Squadron con¬ 

tinued 
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tinned on the French Coaft, and Orders 
were Cent to thofe that were abfent to 
repair to the Rendezvous, which was 
Gravelin Pits, and Mr. Mecflcrs was 
particularly fummoned thither, who 
had thought fit to retire to thz Downes $ 
but he reprefented it to be dangerous 
on the French Coaft with a N.W. Wind 5 

however pofitive Orders being Pent to 
him to join the Squadron, he took 
Courage, and did the fame the 29th 
of July, 16~6, and then, the Weather 
being fair, it was determined to make 
the Attack the next Day, or fo foon as 
’twas poffible: So that on the Firff of The m- 
Augufl, early in the Morning, the Bomb-ta[kie- 

Veflels got under Sail, and flood in to d”„! 
Bombard the Wooden Forts and thekilk- 
Rife Bank- About Nine they were all 
placed,and began to throw their Bombs 
very briskly, and the Frigats at the 
fame time went in to protefr them from 
the Enemy’s fmall Craft, of which they 
had great Numbers, and many of their 
Half Gallies and Boats came out of the 
Pier Heads, and lay under the Cannon 
of the Rif Bank. About One a Clock 
the Frigats, Brigantines,Wei 1-Boats,dv, 
that were appointed to go in with the 
Firefhips and Machines, to burn upon 
the Pier Heads, and Rife Bauf and to 
fake up their Boats, weighed and went 

pretty 
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pretty near in, plying to and fro with- 
in Shot of the Enemy’s Forts and Gal- 
lies ^ and about 1 wo a Clock there was 
lent in four Smoak-Ships, to be burnt 

Mr Mee-againft the Forts, and blind them: But 
Smoak- they had no manner of Succefs; for 
ships un. one ran on Ground, and the others 

Sf1 ri? f« on >°,ng Wore they came 
deed of ° the Forts: Befides, their Smoak was 
m ufe, fo mconfiderable, that had they been 

carried nearer, it could not have much 
incommoded the Enemy. 

The Bomb-Veffels fired till Five, at 
which time both they, the Frigats, Bri¬ 
gantines, &c, were ordered oft Seve¬ 
ral of the Shells fell into the Rife Ban4, 
and upon the Pier Heads, and three of 
tne Enemy s Half Gallies were funk : 
But they had in ail Places made fuch 
great Preparations for their Defence, 
with Boats, Bombs, Chains, Piles, and’ 
Puntons with Guns upon them, as ren- 
dred this Attempt altogether impracti¬ 
cable. 

In this manner ended an Expedition, 
that for forne Years paft had been de- 
figned again ft this important Port: And 
confidering the ill Succefs, and that the 
Simple Machines (as Mr. Meejlers ac¬ 
knowledged ) would be of little ufe 
without Smoak-Ships, (as indeed none 
of them could have been, either fingle 

or 
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or together) a Council of War refol- 
ved to fail for Calais, where, at another re/hePa 

Confutation, it was agreed. That fince/««/** 
Mr. Meejlers had thought fit to retire Calais‘ 
with all his Machines the Night before, 
nothing fhould be attempted till he re¬ 
turned purfuant to the Orders that were 
fent him, but that when they arrived, 
all the Boats, and the finall Frigats, 
fhould be fent in to fupport them, 
which Boats were to be commanded by 
a Captain of each Nation, and the 
Engl ip) to go Weft ward, and the Dutch 
Eaftward - of the Veflels that were to 
burn, or blow up, againft the Fort : 
But Mr. Meejlers declining this Second Mr.Mee- 

Attempt, the whole Affair ended, tho1 fters de- 

it afterwards occafioned fome Exami- cltned.a 
S £ PQTl/i 

nations before the Council, upon Com- Attempt 

piaints exhibited againft hint by my with hk 

Lord Berkeley, and by Mr. Meejlers, a- 
gain ft the Conduct of the Sea-Officers. 

Not long after, according to what 
was agreed at a Council of War, an 
Attempt was made on Calais in the 
manner following: There was a new the Mm 

Wooden Fort at the entrance of the 
Pier Heads, with 14 heavy Cannon, and tacking 

feveral other Batteries, to the Weft,GaIais- 
which were great Obftacles to the Un¬ 
dertaking- wherefore it was refolved to 
attack, and endeavour to burn, the faid 

Wooden 
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Wooden Fort in the Night- for which 
puipofe Colonel Richards was not only 
ordered to fill up two We! 1-Boats with 
the Materials of the Blaze Firelhip, but 
a formal Attack was defigned with the 
Boats, and then Colonel Richards was 
to begin the Bombardment of the 
Town.. Accidents prevented the put¬ 
ting this in Execution till the 17th in 
the Morning, when Anchoring Eah- 
ward of the Town, the Bombardment 
began, and with fuch goodSuccefs, that 
twas on Fire in leveral Places by One 

a Clock, at which time the Enemy’s 
Half Gallies came out, and hood Eah- 
ward under the Shoar, thinking there¬ 
by to annoy the Line of Bomb-Veffels 
but the final! Ships of War, and Brigan¬ 
tines, handing in, put them in fo great 
confufion, that with much ado they re¬ 
gained the Pier Pleads; and after this 
they gave us no other Dihurbance, than 
with their Cannon and Mortars from 
their feveral Works. The Bombard¬ 
ment continued till Five at Night, in. 
which time was fired, from the Evglij,Z> 
Veliels, about 600 Shells5 and in the 
whole Action our Lofs was very in- 
confiderable. 
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It now follows, that I relate what 

pafs’d in the Weft-Indies under Com* ^,^5 
mand of Captain Robert Wilmot, who Comman* 

was appointed Commander in Chief clilf 0ft 
of a Squadron of Ships, which was * squA" 
compofed of one Third Hate, three 
Fourths, one Fifth, and two Fitefhips, ’tfewett 
and received Orders the 14th of ladies. 

nuary, 1694, to proceed from Rlimouth, 

with 12 S'toreihips appointed to tranf- 
port Soldiers, Stores and Provifions, and 
to make the beft of his way towards 
America, where he was to take under 
his Command two Fourth Rates, and a 
Fifth. 

It was thought neceflary to keep the The Gene, 
Service private on which he was de- ryl!”- 
figned, even tohimfelf, till fuch time 
he got out to Sea, and therefore the tm the 
General Inftru&ions, by which he was siuadre* 
to govern himfelf in the Weft-Indies, 
were fealed up, with pofitive Orders to 
him not to open them, till fuch time as 
he came into the Latitude of 40 De¬ 
grees, and then to do it in the prefence 
of the Commander in Chief of the 
Land-Forces. 

By the faid Inftrudtions he was dL 
refted, 

X 1. To 
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O fail to Jamaica. 

sTq. confidpr with the Gover¬ 
nor of that Ida net, and a Council of 
War. what might be done againft the 
Enemy v and,if he (hould think it fit, 
he.vvas ordered to proceed to Petit 
Gu/ivas,or the Coaft of Hifpaniofa, 

' according, to - fuch Informations as 
could be sot of the Pofture of the 

' * 4 ' *■ ‘ y 

Enemy, and to take with him fuch of 
the Land-Soldiers, and of the Mili- 
tia pf Jamaica, as the Governor 
{hould appoint. 
To order fome of his Squadron to 
cruize off of Petit Guavas, and by all 
other Ways to intercept Supplies to 
the French from Europe, or any ot 
the Windward Iflands. 
Upon landing the Troops at Petit 

Guavas, or on the Coaft of Hifpa- 
moh, (if it (hould be thought pro¬ 
per to do the fame at a Council ot 
War) he was to ufe his utmoft En¬ 
deavours to reduce to I heir Majefties 
Obedience the Forts, <&c. belonging 
to the French, and to deftroy their 
Sugar Works, Engines, and Planta¬ 
tions. 

5. If Petit Guavas could_ be taken by 
our Forces,he was to ditpofe Matters 
lb with his Squadron, as that Poflef- 
fion might be kept of it. 

D 6, To 
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6. To give notice to the Commander 
■in Chief of the Ifland of Hifpaniola., 
or City of St. Domingo, of his Arri¬ 
val near that Coaft, and to defire 
his Affiftance, by Shipping, and the 
Conjunction of the Forces or Militia 
there, for deftroying the Enemy on 
that and the adjacent Iflands} to 
which end the faid Governor had 
received Inftru&ions from the King 
of Spain his Matter. 

7- But in cafe, by the readincfs of the 
Preparations at Hijpaniola, or Advi¬ 
ces from the Governor of Jamaica, 
it ihould be judged Advifeable at a 
Council of War, to attack, the French 

before his going to Jamaica, he was 
to do it. 

3. If he gain’d Intelligence at his co¬ 
ming to Jamaica, or before his Arri¬ 
val there, that the French were pof- 

■ felled .of that Ifland, he was to en¬ 
deavour to recover it, either by a 
Diverfion, or otherwife, as a Coun¬ 
cil of War fliould judge rnoft pro¬ 
per. 

9. To hold Councils of War as oft as 
there fhould beoccafion, to confift cf 
the Lieutenant Governor of Jamaica, 
himfelf, the reft of the Sea Captains, 
aftd of the Colonel,Major, and Cap¬ 
tains of the Regiment, when th fc 

X 2 Per- 
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Perions fhould be on the Place: And 
the Governor was to prefide, if pre- 
fent, other wife hitnfelf 5 and in his 
Abfence, and that of the Governors 
of Jamaica, the Colonel, or Com¬ 
mander in Chief of the Regiment. 

to. If the Councils of War were held 
at Jamaica, there was to be added 
thereunto the Chief Officers of the 
Militia, not exceeding Six 3 but yet 
in no other cafe, than when the 
Matters to be debated fhould relate 
to the Defence of the Ifland. But 
the Governor was not to meddle 
with the Difcipline of the Squa¬ 
dron 3 nor was the Commadore to 
lend any of the Ships to Cruize remote 
from the Ifland, without the Confent 
of the Governor and Council, if it 
might be conveniently had. 

11. The Spoil His Majefly gave be¬ 
tween Himfelf, the Officers, Seamen, 
Soldiers, and Militia, except Guns, 
Ammunition, and Naval Stores, ac¬ 
cording to the Diflribution which 
will be hereafter exprened. 

12. After he had done his utmofl to 
Annoy the Enemy, and for Security 
of the Ifland, and that he had flay'd 
thereabouts two or three Months, 
and no longer, unlefs a Council of 
War judged it abfolutely neceflary 

for 
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for fome Efpecial Service, he was to 
return to England, and to leave five 
Fourth Rates, and one of the Sixth, 
for the Guard of the Ifland : But in 
his Palfage (if the Seafon of the 
Year was not too far advanced ) he 
was to fail to the French Parts of 
Newfoundland, and endeavour to de¬ 
stroy their’s, and proteft our Fiflie- 
ry, and after that to do the like to 
the French Veflels on the Bank. 

Lajlly, And fince the Succefs of this 
Expedition depended very much up¬ 
on the good Agreement between him 
and the Commander in Chief of 
the Land-Forces, ( which was, in¬ 
deed, not only in this Cafe, but 
many others, found a very difficult 
thing ) he was enjoined to take care, 
That no unnecelfary Scruples or Diffi 
culties did arife on that Account. 

3° 9 
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Tioe Dififibatm of tbs Brl 
v 'Booty 'at UQti* i 

we taften m w Weft In¬ 
dies. 

L L Prizes taken at Sea were tc 
- diftributed according to ar 
A« of ^Parliament in that behalf: 
And of all the Booty at Land, a 
Third Part was to be fet afide for 
the Lieutenant Governor of Jamaica, 
when Commander in Chief on any 
Expedition, or to the Commander 
in Chief for the time being $ The 
other two Thirds to be diftributed 
among the Officers and Soldiers, as 
veil! be hereafter more particularly 

il. His Majelly’s Part of all Prizes 
at Sea was to be divided among the 
Seamen only, and the Booty at Land 
to be divided among the Land-Men 
>nly, 

111. Bat when Land-Men happen¬ 
ed to be commanded on Board 
upon any Expedition 5 or, if' in 
their Paflage to the Weft-Indies, the 

TranP 
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Tranfport Ships fhould be Engaged, 
and a Prize taken, the Land-Men 
^ere to *be confidered as Seamen, 
and their Officers on Board to re¬ 
ceive a Share according to their Pay. 
And in like manner the ' Seamen 
were to be confidered in Service on 
Shoar. ~ f 

IV. That of all Booty, or Prizes-, ta¬ 
ken in Service on Shoar, wherein the 
Commander in Chief of the Squa¬ 
dron for the time being flionld affift 
with 400 Seamen, or more, the fatd 
Commander in Chief was to have 
the Share allotted to a Colonel, and 
the Officers appointed' by him to 
Command thofe Men, to be confide- 
red as Land-Officers. 

V. No Officer of the Militia was to 
be confidered as a Colonel, that did 
Command lefs than 500 Men : iSlor 
as a Captain, if lefs in his Com¬ 
pany than 50, unlefs fuch Regt- 

, ment, or Company, (hould,1 after 
their proceeding on the Expedition, 
happen to be reduced by Sicknefs, 
or Accidents of War. * 
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Two Thirds of the Booty taken 
at Land was to be thus divided. 

r** . 

To Field and Staff Offi cers. 
Shares. 

18 Colonel, as Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonel, as Lieutenants 

Colonel - ——————I— f 10 % 
Major, as Major ——j * 
Captain .... a jq 
Adjutant -——---— £ 
Chyrurgeon™™----————— 6 
Chyrurgeon's Mates 

• each ————— 
i, 4 Shares 

Quarter Maher 
I 8 

6 

Total 72 

•- One Company* 

captain •——rrim.„...12 

Two Lieutenants, each 6 Shares—• 12 

Six Ser jeants————————. 12 
Six Corporals ——————- 9 
Two Drummers —— -——- 4 
Two hundred private Men-——200 

252^ 

Five 
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Shares. 

Five Companies more, confiftingl , , 
of the like Number--J * 

The Commiffary of Stores and 1 
Provifions, Paymafter of they 
Forces, Commiffary of the Mu-f 12 
ffers, and Judge Advocate —> 

Total 1599 

To the Officers of the Ordnance. 

Enfign 
Matter Gunner 
Gunner’s Mate 
Twelve Gunners, each 3 Shares— 36 
Fi rent after 
Six Bombardiers, each 3 i Shares — 2 2 1 
Mafter Carpenter -6 
Three Mates, each 3 \ Shares- 11 
Chyrurgeon - 6 

116 

*599 

In all 1715 

Two 
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Two Thirds of the King’s Part of 
the Prizes at Sea Were to be 
divided after this manner, viz. 

To the Captain 
Lieutenant ? , 

Si Mafrer-S 1 E'ght. 
Boa tfwai li- 
Gunner. 
Purfer. 
Carpenter. 
Maher’s yj, 

. - Mate. § 

.Chyrur- 
geon. 

Chaplain—j . . j 
Midfhip- I 
men -- 

Carpenter’s 
Mates. 

Boatfwains 
Mates. 

Gunner’s 
Mates. t 1 tj§ht j 

Corporals 

t • 

| To be <Ji- 
I yidede- 

qually 
amongft 
them. 

Yeomen of 
the Sheets. 

Coxwain. 
Qnarter- 
Mafters— 

' 
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To theDofror’s i 
Mates. 

Chirur- 

Mates. 
Yeomen of 
the Pow¬ 
der-Room j 

Trumpeter.! 
Quarter- 
Gunner. 

Carpenter’s 
Crew. 

Steward. 
Cook. 
Armourer. 
Steward’s 

Mate. 
Gijnfmith. 
Swabber. 

peter. 
Barber. 
Able Sear 

\ 2 Eights, j 

*m Officers, Soldiers, md Sea¬ 
men, as ftioujd happen to receive 
Wounds in any Aftion where a Booty 
or Prize was taken, were to have a 

mwSin C9nGderati0#»f 
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wnmor .Purfoant to thefe Inftruftions, Cap- 
fails fnmtam Wilmot failed from Plimouth, and 
'^'.arriving in the old Road of St.Chrifto- 
rives fit pherr, one of the Leeward Iflands, de- 
Hifpani- parted from, thence the 28th of March, 
°l3 1694, for the Ifland of Savona, which 

lies at the Eaftermoft-end of Hifpaniola, 
intending if the Governor of St. Do¬ 
mingo was ready to march to Porta Paixt 
to fail on the Weft fide of the Ifland’ 
and aflault it by Sea, which he could 
not have been able to do, had he gone 
down to St.Domingo,ox on the South fide, 
becaufe it would have been a great hin- 
derance to the Tranfport Ships, which 
failed very ill, and could not fo well 
keep a Wind. 

The french The French at this time had T9 Pri- 
kadfew- vateers out of Guardalupe, and Martinico, 
flfff and three Ships of War, one of 44 
from Guns, another of 40, and a third, a 
Guarda fmall Dutch Ship which they had taken 
Marti- at Camoret Bay, and thofe Privateers 
nico8 were chiefly fupported by fuch Mer¬ 

chant Ships and Veflels of curs as 
they frequently took, loaden with Pro- 
vifions for the Iflands: Befides, the 
French General had notice of his coming, 
and daily expefted him at Hifpaniola, 
where they had mufter’d all theirStrength 
together,notwithftanding the great Care 
taken at home for keeping the Expedi¬ 
tion private. - When 
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When the Squadron arrived at Saw- 
tta, the Commadore met with a Letter ceeds [9 
from the Governor of St. Domingo, let- St. Do¬ 

ting him know. That if he would come mulg0' 
there he fhould be affifted in attempting 
the Enemy on that Goad $ upon which 
he failed with three of his Ships, and 
two Firefhips, and fent the Tranfports 
with the remainder of the Squadron to 
the Gulph of Samina, on the North fide 
of the lOand. 

When he landed, he defired the 
Afliftance of the Prefident of St. Do¬ 
mingo, and deliver’d to him the King 
of Spains Letters ; but although he made 
at fir ft a fhevv of Readinefs to comply 
therewith, yet (like a right Sp award) 
he foon railed infignificant Scruples, by . 
which twelve Days time was loft. Then 
indeed it was agreed, that he fhould 
forthwith march with 1700 of his Men, 
and 150 Englijh, to Machaneel Bay, on 
the North fide of the I (land, and that 
the Squadron fhould meet him there. 

Accordingly the Squadron failed to ^ ^ 
Cape Francois, which was the very r I've a? 

Windermoft Settlement the French had: c"( 
and when the Commadore had pat on 
Shore the reft of the Englifl) Forces with- fired 

in three Leagues of the Cape, he failed 
direftly within Gun-fhot of the Fort, Fort. 
from whence they fired very warmly 



I 
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Ptefolution 
about at- 

the Town 
and Fort„ 

French 
defiroy 

them 

both. 

~1 afiJactions at Sea, Sec. 
at our Ships, and in Tome meafure difa- 
bied one of them, theSnwt. 

It was concluded, that fo foon as the 
Soldiers could march to one’end of the 
Town, the Ships fhould batter the Fort 
whereon^was mounted 40 Guns, and 
hat the Seamen fhould aflault the Back 

0 at, the Ground there being higher 
than the Fort it felfv In order to this 

.^convenient Place was fought for to 
land at, but were repulfed : However 
the next Evening they went with a 
greater Strength, and the Enemy think¬ 
ing that we did then intend to Land 
blew up the Fort-and burnt the Town’ 
laying Trains ot Powder to'the Houfes 
where any Plunder was, which had like 
to have done much Mifchief to our 
Men. 

Refiiutim i he next Day the Commadore fent 
fnTtlch' [° the Spanijh General, to know when 
Porta he tc°uld be ready to go to Pert* Paix, 
Paix not and upon his Anfwer, and aConfulta- 
TyTL ti(?n’ k vvas a§reed that the Colonel 
lone! of the who Commanded the Forces, fhould 
**"• march thither with 300 Englifh, in 

company of the SpamJJy Forces, it being 
(as they faid) about 14 Leagues off. 
But either the faid Colonel thought it 
not proper to undertake this Affair, or 
for feme other Reafons, it was laid’ a- 
fide,- and the Men • ftraggled up and 

down 
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down the Country for Plunder, by 
which means feveral of them were 
loft. 

The Commadore not hearing from The cm. 
the Forces fince they marched from madcre 
Cape Francois, called a Council of War, lZn,oft 
and propofed the Landing 400 Seamen, /?«»the 
to fee if they could gain Communica- 
don with them 3 for he had reafon to into an 

doubt that they were in hazard, Ac- AmH- 
cordingly fuch a Number of Men was cads‘ 
landed, about five Miles Eaftward of 
Porta Paix-., and though they received 
fome Oppofition by an Ambufcade, yet 
they burnt and deftroyed the Enemy’s 
Plantations to the very Port it felf, to 
which the French retired : But not 
hearing any thing of our Soldiers, they 
came on board the Ships at Night. 

Soon after this, the Commadore had 
notice that the Army had ftraggled up 
near Porta Paix, whereupon he landed SomeCan- 

again the like Number of Seamen as be- nm an\ 
fore, in order to join them, and th e put on' 
next Day put on (Lore the Cannon and P>ore, te 
Mortars 3 but' little hafte was made in **['**„ 
mounting them by thofe whofe proper mounting 

Bufinefs it was. thm- 
It was now refolved, that the Squa¬ 

dron fhould fail Weftvvard of Porta 
Paix, where there was a commodious 
Hill to annov the Enemy, and it was 

much 
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much nearer than the firft intended 
Battery 5 and there io pieces of Can¬ 
non were mounted, which fo much 
gauled them, that in few Days part of 

wlrdFon£ ie *inward Fort was beaten down, and 
If Poru many People, who retired thither, were 
Paix killed, 
jZi The 3d of J»fy> 1695, between the 

Hours of Twelve and One, the French 
French Rallied out, with about 300 Whites, 

faiiy cm and 200 Negroes, well-armed 5 but the 
i(lun Commadore having notice thereof by 

a Negro, detached 150 Men to receive 
them, and lay ready, with the reft, to 
join them upon occalion ^ by which 
means many were killed, efpecially their 
Commanding Officers, and feveral taken 
Prifoners. After this Defeat our Forces 

The Fort immediately took pofleffion of the Fort, 
taken, wherein they found 80 Cannon moun¬ 

ted, and good ftore of Powder and 
Shot. 

The Colonel of the Land Forces was 
foon after delired to fend his Sick Men 
to Jamaica, and to keep thofe that were 

The Fort in Health at this Place, to adift in the 
aemciijb- intended Service at Loaan, and Petit- 

the squa- Guavas but neither he or tht Spanifi 
Cron fills Genera! thought it advifeable : Where- 
W/o f°re the Cornmadore demolifhed the 

Jamaica, Fort, and carried off the Guns and 
avdfato stores and then failed to Jamaica, 
bn(r- 7 ^ 1 

where ami. 
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where having refitted the Ships, and 
put all things into the beft Order he 
could, he took his departure for Eng¬ 
land the gd Day of September, leaving 
behind him the Refervc, Hampjhire, Ruby, 
and Swan, the laft to bring home fome 
Merchant Ships when loaden, and the 
three firft (being Fourth Rates) to 
guard Jamaica till further Order ^ but 
fuch Difficulties they met with in their 
Paflage, not only by reafon of the bad 
Weather, but the violent and uncom¬ 
mon Diftemper that feized the Men, 
that it was almoft next to a Miracle the 
Ships got home 5 and Captain Wilmot 
the Commadore, and a great Number 
of the Officers, died in the Paftage, and 
one of the 4th Rates, for want of Men 
to trim her Sails, ran on Ground, and 
was loft on the Shoals of Cape Flo¬ 
rida. 

Thus ended the Expeditions at Sea, 
both at Home and Abroad, this Year, 
and no more Ships being kept out than 
what were abfolutely neceflary for 
guarding the Coaft, and Convoys for 
the Trade, the reft were ordered to the 
feveral Ports, that fo they might be 
timely fitted for the next Year’s Ser¬ 
vice : But His Majefty receiving Advice, 
that the French did intend to take this 

Y Op- 
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rh* Opportunity to embark an Army from 
irteujtg Gdap, Dunkirk., and the Ports therea- 
to make a bouts, and therewith to make a Defcent 
Rcfeeta on gnglaful, fignifyd his Pleafure to 
Dun- the Lords of the Admiralty, by Admi - 
V.hk,&c. ral Ruffed, the 21ft of February, 1695, 
ihcy are xhat all the Ships in the River of Thames 
by cur and Medway, as well as thofe at the 
fieea'y More, Spit head, Plimonth, and el fe where, 
timara~ which' could be got ready, fhould be 

ordered to repair immediately to the 
Downes: And for the better enabling 

Co 

them fo to do, Orders were given to 
thofe at Portfmonth and Plimonth to Man 
themfelves from the Merchant Ships, 
and to bring as many more as they 
could conveniently receive to other 
Ships in want. The Civil Magiftrates 
of Kent, and about Portfmouth, were 
alfo ordered to fecure all ftraggling Sea¬ 
men, and to fend them to the Commif- 
fioners redding neareft to the Place 
where they ftiould meet with them;, 
and the Commander in Chief in the 
River Medway was likewife directed to 
haften all the Ships from thence, and 
the Nore, to the Downes, and the Mafter- 
Attendant on Float, to do the like to 
all Ships of War, Firefhips, and other 
Veflels,. fitting out in the River. All 
the Boats belonging to the Ships at the 
Non and Black ft aka, were, ordered to 

v preis 
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prefs Watermen, Bargemen, Lighter¬ 
men, and others working on the Ri¬ 
ver Medway.: Befides which, general 
Orders were Blued to prels all without.:, 
diftin&ion, except iuch as were em-; 
ployed on neceflary Services . of the 
Navy, Ordnance, or Victualling • and 
there being an Embargo laid on all 
Merchant Ships, it was ordered that a 
third Part of the Men belonging to thofe 
Outward-bound fhould be taken from 
them,^ for the more fpeedy putting the 
Fleet into a Condition to prevenr the 
Enemy’s Defign. : Mr. BuffiII himfelf Ruf. 
( after he had affifted as Fir ft Lord o£fe!! ft 
the Admiralty in thefe Preparations )theKmC- 
did by the Kings particular Command 2To** 
repair immediately to the Downes to dir cuvn-~ 

command upon this Important Service, 
wnere he arrived the 24th 5 and tho 
he found no more Ships there than ormt0, ^ 
Firlr, two Thirds, fix Fourths, and two V *”" 

j with one Fire fh ip, a Ketch 
and a Brigantime, yet fuch fpeedy Or* 

were illued, and fo diligently were 
tney put in execution, that he was 
pined in three Days following at the 
Southfand's-head, by Sir Claude fly Shovell 
r? #2 more, befides 11 Englijh and 
DhuJ) from Spit he ad, and the next Day 
his Number was encreafed by 10 Ships 
rom Plimuth, at which time he was 

Y £ amp 
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ftanding Eajhvard along the French 
Coaft. 

The 1 ft of March, 1695, there failed 
from the Downes to join him 10 more, 
great and fmall. In fine, nctwithftan- 
ding there was not in the Downes on 
the 24th of February above 11 Ships, 
and that all the reft of the Ships in Pay 
were at Places diftant one from the o- 
ther, and moft of them but very poor¬ 
ly Mann’d, yet by the 28th of that 
Month, the Admiral had with him off 

fsy(at of G ravelin, one Firft, 12 Third, 24 
Number 7 7 7 T 

tf ships Fourths, and three Fifth Rates, befides 
that were Firefliips of the Englijh ; and 12 Ships 
feTZjs °f War of the Dutch, and two of their 
got teg*- Firefliips^ and in few Days after they 
1htr- were augmented to near Fourfcore fail, 

reckoning into the Number fmall Sixth 
Rates, Brigantines, &c $ and with them 
there were the feveral Flag Officers fol¬ 
lowing, wz,. the Admiral himfelf, the 
Lord Berkeley Admiral of the Blue, 
Sir Cloudejly Shovel/ Vice-Admiral of the 
Red, Mr. Aylmer Vice-Admiral of the 
Blue, and two Dutch Rear-Admirals. 

The Admiral came to an Anchor off 
of Gravelin the 28th of February, 1695, 
with part of the Fleet, and the Lord 
Berkeley lay between him and Dunkirk. 
As he failed clofe in with Calais, he per¬ 
ceived that Harbour fo much crowded 

with 
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with all forts of Imbarcations, that they 
were judged not to be lefs than between 
Three and four hundred, and they had 
all their Sails to the Yards. In Flemijh 
Road there was about 17 Ships of War, 
great and fmalfwith which they would 
probably in few Days have come over 
with the Tranfports 5 for, as fome Pri- 
foners related, they were of Opinion, 
that fince our great Ships were gone in 
to refit, and thofe from the Streights 
not arrived, we had not any Strength 
at Sea5 and ’tis reafonable to believe 
that they did defign to ftrengthen this 
Convoy by other Ships from Brefi, and 
the Ports of Weft France. Thirteen of 
thefe 17 Ships retired as clofe in with 
the Pier of Dunkirk as pofiibly they 
could, and according to the beft Judg¬ 
ment that could be made of them, four 
were of about 70 Guns, three between 
50 and 60, and the reft fmall Frigats. 

Sir Cloudefly Shovell, with feverai Cap¬ 
tains,was fent to look on them,but found 
that nothing could be attempted with 
any profpect of Succefs 5 and the Dutch 
Pilots, fent by Mr. Meejlers, being exa¬ 
mined, they declared. That when the 
Tides were mended, if the Wind was 
from the S. to the W. S. W, and a frefti 
Gale, they would venture to carry Inch 
of our Ships as drew not more Wafer 

Y 3 than 
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than 15 or 16 Dutch Feet, through Fie- 
mjh Road, and out of the Haft Chanel 
by Newport, provided they did not An¬ 
chor : But if any Accidents happened, 
by theShips Marts coming by the Board, 
or other interruption, they wereappre- 
yenfive that they might be expofed to 
imminent Danger. 

The Pilots who came from Newport 
owned themfelves ignorant of the Sands 
or Chanels about Dunkirk 3 fo that it 
being concluded there could be no at¬ 
tempt made there, with probability of 
Svcceis, the Admiral refolved to come 
with the Fleet to Dover Road, or the 
'Dowr/es, and to leave a proper Squadron 
to attend the motion of the Enemy’s 
Ships, and Cruizers in other conveni- 
cm Stations ; which Squadron was put 
under^ the Comanand of Sir Clou defy 

ot March, 1695, three 
Bomb-Vertels join’d the Squadron, and 
men Sir Lloudefy called a Council of 
War, at which was prelent the Cap¬ 
tains of all theShips, as alfo Colonel 
Richards and Captain Be>7how, who a- 
greed, that it was not advifeable to 

' t>'.i Bomb Calais with tire fmall Number of 
Mortars they had, but rather toftay till 
they could be augmented, and that 
more favourable Weather prefented for 
fnch an Undertaking. The 

A 
L 
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Tlie 28th, a Swecd’s Veflel came; into, 

the Downes that was the Day before at 
Calaif, the Matter whereof faid, That rheMa- 
about five Weeks before, when oft of ^ T" 
that Port in his way to Nants, he went ™pr‘j 
on (lrore to get lorne Water, and Wei 3 Account 

there feized, and his Ship carried in, as 
lie believed for Tranfporting their For- Decent, 
ces' to England. He added. That King 

- James was at Calais, and went from 
thence foon after Admiral Ruffel came 

■ before the Place; That at Calais, and 
thereabouts, they had near 12000 Sol¬ 
diers, and about 300 Veflels for Tran- 
fportation, which were dilperfed before 
his coming away, fo that there was no 
more left in Calais ' than the Ordinary 
Garifon, and that 150 of the fmall Vef- 
fels were alfo gone to the feveral Places 
whereto they belonged ; but that nei¬ 
ther they, himfelf, or other Danes and 
tweeds taken up for this Service, had 
any recompence for their Trouble, and 
Jofs of Time. . ' 

The 31ft of this Month of March, 
Admiral Almonde came into the Downes 

from Holland, with fix Ships of the Line 
of Battel, and two Firefhips, and the 
next Morning feveral of our Ships ar~ 
rived there from Spithead • and the Day 
following Sir Cloudejly Shovell received 
Orders from the Lords of the Admiralty, 

Y 4 to 
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to return with all the Bomb-Vefiels to 
the Coaft of France, and to attempt, 
with them, the burning Calais, and the 
Tranfport Ships and Veffels there, be¬ 
ing empower’d to take with him fuch 
of the fmall Frigats in the Downes as 
he fhould think neceffary for that Ser- 
vice. He arrived off of Calais the 3d, 

<ieayPU'and from that Day at Noon, till Night, 
shoveii about 300 Bombs and Carcalles were 

thrown into the Town, where, and a- 
mong the Imbarcations in the Pier, 
many were feen to break, which pro¬ 
bably did them confiderable Damage $ 
though nothing could be diftinftly feen, 
but a fmall Veffel on fire in the Har¬ 
bour, and the Town flaming in three or 
four Idaces, which was foon extin- 
guilhed. ' 

In this Aftion the Bomb-Veflels and 
Brigantines received much damage in 
their Rigging, and all the Mortars but 
two were difabled : Several of the Fri¬ 
gats were alfo wounded in their Mafls 
and Rigging, and the Wind coming a- 
bout the next Day from the S. S. E. to 
the S. W, and blowing very hard, it 
was thought convenient to return to 
the Downes, from whence Sir Cloudefly 
appointed a Squadron to keep in the 
French Men of War at Dunkirk,l, and 
received Orders on the nth to pro- 
••"' ! ceed 



Tratifaftions at Sea, &c. 329 
ceed with the Fleet toSpitbead, in Com- j'Jjpou* 
pany of all the Dutch Ships, in the siwv, 11 
Downes, at which time there was with ordered, to 

him 2 Firft Rates, 5 Seconds, 9 Thirds, sj-‘c^ 

11 Fourths, 1 Brigantine, and 7 Fire- plea. 

Chips, the feveral Ships hereafter men¬ 
tioned, which were defigned for the 
Fleet, being employ’d on particular Ser¬ 
vices by the Lords of the Admiralty. 

Ships not in the Downes when 
Sir Cloudefly Shovel failed 
from thence. 

Rate. Ships Names. 

2 ——» Berwick{;-— 

Kent. 

Burlington 

Mount ague. J 
Rejolution* * Of of Dun- 
Suffolk/ • 4H 

Rate 
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Rate. Ships Names. 

‘ ' S Gone to Pmf 
4- Norwich —-■% mouth to re- 

; / fit. 
{Gone to the 

Sever 'ne 

& “ 1 Greyhound 

1 

4 

j Nore to bring 
< Victualling- 
( Ships to the 
L Downes. 

Ordered from 
Shoreham to 
the Downes* 

B> *itannla —^ 
St. Andrew1 A r 
Royal Kathe- feveralPla- 

rim. I cesTmderOr- 
Contcnt. ■ > ders, to Pr<> 
Reft duration. ^ ceed tilt 

Portland 

Downes. 

J 

The Sick- 

xefs of 

the Men 

oceafioned 

hy the 

ictrly fit- 

ting out 

the Fleet. 

A Line 

ef B*ttel 

formed. 

Here I muft obferve, That the early 
fitting out the Fleet, and the untoward- 
neis of the Weather, occaiioned great 
Sieknefs among the Men, infomuch that 
near 500 were put on Shoar at Deale, 
and many more were in an ill Condi¬ 
tion that remain’d on board theShips. 

A Line of Battel was now formed, 
of all fuch Ships as either were with 
Mm, or that might reafonably be expe¬ 
cted upon any preffing Occafion, which 

amounted 
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amounted in the whole to 2 Firfl Rates, ' 
5 Seconds, 22 Thirds, and 17 Fourths 
of the Englijh • and of the Dutch., 4 of 
90 or 94 Guns, 7 of 70, and 6 from 
66 to 60, befides 8 Englijh and 5 Dutch 
Firefhips, and 5 of our final! Frigats, 
and 7 Brigantines: Moreover there was 
2 Firft Rates, the Britannia and St. An¬ 
drew, and a Second Rate, the St. Michael, 
that lay under Orders to proceed to 
him from the Buoy of the Nore, which 
Ships join’d him the 23d of April. 

About this time there was Advice du 
from Oft endy That Du Bart was certain- fitting 
ly fitting out at Dunkirk 8 Shins of*”" * 
War, and a Firelhips. The Repons ft£ 
pf hisDefign were various • fome faid,kilk- 
twas to join the main Fleet ; others, to 
proteft the VelTels from St. Malo and 
Havre de Grace to Dunkirk^ and Calais 5 
whereas fome thought, that he intended 
to Cruize in the North Chanel; and 
others had a jealoufy, that he intended 
to attack His Majefty in his Paflage to 
Holland, tho* I think there was little 
reafon to apprehend the latter 5 for at 25T 
tlie beginning of the War he did not4” 
thank fit to attempt it, altho’ His Ma- 
)diy had with him none but foul Ships the King 

Of any Strength, whereas Du Bart had?!"' 
feveral juft come out of Dunkirk clean, 
witn which he lay by for fome time, ImA' 

not 



32 2 Trdhfatlions at Sea, &c. 
not rnuch out of Gun-Shot, without 
daring to gain himfelf the Reputation 
of (landing up, and giving our Ships 
one Broadhde, altho’ he might, at plea- 
lure, have run round them, without 
expofing himfelf to any great Danger: 
But Blows being not his Bufinefs, he 
referved himfelf,and Squadron,for fome 
better opportunity of Advantage on 
Merchant Ships, or fuch as could make 
no great Refinance. 

G Before Sir Clondejly Shovell could pro- 
Rooke° ceed to Spit head with the Fleet,Sir George 
arrives Rooke, Admiral of the White, arrived 
Downes m DQW»es from the Streights., and 

fraw the took upon him the foie Command $ and 
tTJtkls a^ter he tad difpatched fuch Matters as 
the com-j were neceflary, with ref pecfc not only 

to the Fleet, but thofe Ships that he 
1 c FueK was ordered to detach therefrom on par- 
He /ir. ticular Services, he (ailed and arrived 
Spir-a'' at the 50th of April, having 
I-Jad. (eft fome fmall Ships, and the Bomb- 

Veffels, behind, to bring after him near 
tcoo Men in Sick Quarters at Deale,Do¬ 
ver, Sandwich, Raw [gate, and other Pla¬ 
ces thereabouts. 
f s • •* 

Orders The 2d of May, 1696, he received 
fent him Orders to proceed into the Soundings, 

which being very prefling, and the 
Sound- Ships that came home with him from 
ins*- ' the Streiehts in no good Condition for 

’ Scr- 
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Service, for that, befides other Things, 
they did more efpecially want Beer and 
Stores, he thought it Advifeable to call 
a Council of War, by whom it was 
determined to fail with the very firft ^C™rcil 
Opportunity, after the Streights Ships refofat to 

were fupplied with what was abfolute-W »£«* 
ly neceffary to enable them to keep to 
Sea j but that in the interim the State fnrmjhcd 
and Condition of the Fleet Ihould be ^ 
reprefented to the Lords of the Admi- Zanud. 
ralty, which confifted of 6 Firft Rates, 
8 Seconds, 22 Thirds, and 3 Fourths, 
of the Englijh$ and of the Dutch 16, 
whereof there was 3 of 90 Guns,8 of 70 
and 74, 4of 60 and 64, and one of 50, 
befides the Firefhips, Frigats, and finall 
Vefiels of both Nations, being in the 
whole of the Line of Battel but 55$ 
and the ErtgliJ!) Ships, from the Firft to 
the Third Rate, did at this time want 
upwards of 3300 Men, of the 19500, 
their allowed Compliment. 

Thereafon of the Fleet’s being redu- rhena- 
cecl to fofmall a Number, was the other 
Services many of the Ships were em- % 
ployed on, viz. duci/l ta 

a Jmailer 
Number 
than de< 
figmd. 

til 
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Rate. Ships Names. 

3 ~ Refolution — Cruizing iti 
Monmouth. -' 
Dunkirk. 
Content. 
Defiance. 
Severne. 

Firefhips, Two 
B —■ Berwick, 

j the Soun- 
I ding, to pro- 
j> te6t the 

Trades ex- 
pefted 
home. 

Edgar. 
Lion. 
Medway. 

Firefhips, Three 
_ 3 -- Cornwall- 

Firefhips, Two-— 
4 “—— Pembroke 

Firefhips, Two 

7 Appointed 
| Convoys 
j> for Portugal 
I Bilbo a ^ ani 
J the Canaric. 

lOrdered to 
•> the fibre. 
7 Off of Dnn- 

J kirk 
Humber 

Sterling-Caftle$ Harbour. 
r Gone to Hoi 

Elizabeth —? land with 
< the King. 

Breda _ l Laid UP at 
1 P or tfmouth. 

bo that 17 Englijl) Ships (befides Dutch' 
were taken from the Number firfl ap¬ 
pointed for the Body of the Fleet j 
all which were of the Line of Bat- 

* 
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Sir George Rookg was, foon after his 
return from Cadiz, appointed Admiral 
and Commander in chief of the Fleet, 
and was directed to proceed therewith, 
and lie in fuch a Station as he fhould^v Geo. 

1 o * 1 R 

judge moft proper, for preventing the 
Squadron expefted from Thoulon, and iu 
their Convoys, getting into any Port"''' 
of France, and according to Intelligence^ 

Station to 

prevent 

of their Proceedings, to remove to pro- Thou- 

per Stations, for the effectual Perfor- 
mance of that Service 3 and upon meet- BrefU 
ing them, or his being Informed that 
they were got into any Port where 
they might be attacked, he was to en¬ 
deavour to deftroy them : But if he " 
received certain Advice they were 
got into Breji, he was then to come ' 
with the Fleet to Torbay, and remain' 
there till farther Order. 

This was the Contents of his Inftru- 
ftions 3 but he was under no little un- 
eafinefs how to comply therewith, by 
realon of the great want of Men, and 
the fmall Strength of {the Fleet, and 
therefore he called another Council of council 

xWar, where it was neverthelefs refol-°f ipar 

ved, to proceed Weft 15 Leagues fromthe Tt™ 
Vfihint, and that, in their Paftage, fometion- 

imall Frigats and Brigantines fhould be 
;ent.ior Intelligence, and particularly 

A 
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dron was got into Breft: But the Coun- 
oil of War thought it convenient to re- 
prefent. That fince the Fleet was redu¬ 
ced to 37 Engliff) Ships, and 20 Dutch, 
of the Line of Battel, they would be 
of lefs Strength than the Thoulon Squa¬ 
dron, and that of Monfieur Nefmond's, 
if join’d. However, to ftrengthen them 
all that poffibly could be, he was orde¬ 
red to take with him three Third Rates, 
one Fourth, and three of the Firefhips, 
that were appointed for Foreign Con¬ 
voys. 

ne Fleet The Fleet was off of Dartmouth on 
off cf the 8th of this Month, and there the 
mouth Oxford join’d them, whofe Captain was 

in the Morning informed by the Matter 
cf a Portugueje Ship bound to Rotter¬ 
dam, that the 2d Inftant, in the Lati¬ 
tude of 45 Degrees, Cape Fimfter then 
bearing South, diftant about 40 Leagues, 
he met with a Fleet of French Men of 
War, being in all 40 Sail, and 34 of 

sir Geo. them from 50 to 80 Guns, as nigh as 
ZaZ/ce C0Ldd judge $ that they were then 
if the fleering away N. N. E, with the Wind 
French at w. N. W, and that four of them 
" r were Flag-fhips, viz. the Vice and Rear 

Admirals of the White, and Vice and 
Rear Admirals of the Blue. 

A great The Admiral was in great want of 
want of (bruizing Frigats to gain Intelligence of 
Cruizing ^ 
Frigats. iiJw 
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the Enemy, infomuch that the French 
Scouts and Privateers came in and made 
their Gbfervations without oppofition $ 
and by reafon of fmall Gales Southerly, 
our Fleet was kept on the Coaft of Eng¬ 
land till the rath. 

The Night before the Lyme join’d The Lime 
him, which Ship he had left to cruizel^’f0sunai,t 
about the Streights, and her Captain re- of the 
ceived Advice the ad of April from the *yencfl 
Englijh Conful at Malaga, that the French 
Fleet were been off of Almaria Bay the through 
28th of the preceeding Month. On the£fc lt. 
9th of April the faid Captain was fur¬ 
ther informed that the French were ply¬ 
ing Weftward off of Cape de Gat, and 
that 8 of their beft Sailers were got as 
low as Maderill. Three days after, by 
the help of a Prong Levant, he got 
through the Streights, and lay off of 
Cape Spartell to obferve their motion, 
and at four in the Afternoon he made 
four Sail coming down the Barbary Shoar, 
and they chafing him, forced him the 
next day into the Bay of Cadiz, where 
he had Advice the 16 th, by Exprefs 
from Gibraltar, that the French Fleet was 
at Anchor off that Place.. The 21ft he 
ply’d up to his Station off of Cape Spar¬ 
tell y and faw near 50 Sail coming down 
under the Land, before the Wind ; but 
f of them giving him chafe, he did not 
- - Z fee 
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fee the Body of the Fleet again till the 
next Morning about io, and then they 
were between the Bay of Lagos and 
Cape St. Vincent, going away large with 
a preft Sail, the Wind at ES. E. 

The Fleet The 14th of May, 1696, in the Mor- 
c°T’’f ning, our Fleet came on the Coaft of 
Ufliant. ZJfljant, and then a Squadron of Ships, 

and fmall Veffels, was detached under 
Command of Captain Beaumont, and 

i 1 

fent in for Intelligence, between uji.ant 

and the Main. Without any Refinance 
lie flood fair in to Camaret and Bertram 
Bays, and faw as much in Broad Sound 
as ’twas poffible to do without palling 
their Forts 5 there he difeover d 22 Sail, 
17 or t8 of which he judged' were 
Ships of the Line of Battel, and 8 or 
9 of them of 3 Decks, with 4 Flags, 
viz. Admiral, Vice and Rear Admiral 
of White and Blue, and Rear-Admiral 
of the White, which, according to the 
Opinion of the Pilots,were all the Ships 
of Force they had there : But by the 

Advice Captain of a French Man of War cai- 
7fThed £^e Foudriant, taken by Captain 
French Norris the 16th of this Month, he was 
shift be- informed that the Thoulon Fleet got in- 
7fsdn' to Bred the 5 th, Old Stile, and that they 

were 47 Ships of the Line, but that 
4 others were obliged to return to Thou- 
huy by reafon of the Damage they re¬ 

ceived 
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eeived before they palled the Streets. 
This Prize had not been at Sea before, 
but was now going out to join Mon- 
lieur Chafleau Renault's Squadron, one 
of Which he took Captain Norms Ship 
to be, their Station being, as he Paid, 
about S. W, and by YV, 48 Leagues 
from Scilly and in number two three 
peck’d Shijis, two 70 Guns, two of 
60, and two of about 30 $ but by the Ac¬ 
count given by Captain Fitz-Patric^, 
it was judged this Squadron was feen by 
hini going into Breji, fome whereof 
he had certainly engaged with, had 
they not retired upon difeovering other 
Ships advancing towards him. 

Upon the firtt account given by Cap- ACmll 
tain Beaumont a Council of War of all °f War 
the Flag-Officers was called, and (Ince r^olve u 
it appeared uncertain whether or no TZ* 
the Thoitlon Fleet was got into Brefi, it statitk 
was refolved to continue in the ap¬ 
pointed Rendezvous, fo long as the 
Winds hung Eafterly, in expe&ation 
or the lev eral Ships ordered to reinforce 
the Fleet, and, in the mean time, to 
endeavour to gain further' Intelligence 
by taking People from the Shore, and 
by fending a final! Frigat, and an Ad¬ 
vice-Boat, toBeUIjk, to difoover whe~ 
thef any part of the French Fleet wa’$ 

'* but upon the aioremention’d 
% * Aecoun'C 
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Account, received afterwards from Cap¬ 
tain Htz-Patrick,, and what was repor¬ 
ted by fome that were taken from the 
Shore, it was judged there was no room 
to doubt of the 7 houlon Fleet, and Mon- 
fieur Ncfmond's Squadron’s being in 

ullards Breft h fo that the Flag-Officers were 
deter- called together again the 18th, and 
mffd t0 they refolved to lie as near the Ren- 
Torbay dezvous as ’twas'poflible, fo long as 
"with the the Winds fhoufd be Northerly, or 

Eafterly 5 but upon the firft (Lift Sou- 
wejieHj therly, or Wefterly, to repair to Tor- 
wnid. lay, as rhe Lords of the Admiralty had 

dire&ed, by their Orders of the 29th 
of the laft Month, 

uvtmi The next Day Vice-Admiral Evert fen 

Sen- 12 Dutch Men of W7ar joined the 
eiifh Fleet, together with an Englifo Fourth 
shiPs Rate, the Sunderland, and the Fortune 
Tu». ‘ Firefhip, and in the Afternoon Vice- 

Admiral Aylmer did the Like in the 
Elizabeth, with the Newarkand Mary, 
and between 30 and 40 Sail more, a- 
rnong which were theBomb-Veflels and 
Tenders : But, according to what was 

The Men determined, the Fleet came to Torbay the 
Toi'Ly. 23d, feveral Cruizers being Station’d 

between Vfiant and the lileof Baffe, the 
Start and ZJftaut, and off of the Lizard: 
And at this time the whole Fleet was 
r 15 Ships and Veflels, 67 of them 

Englifoy 
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Englijh, and 48 Dutch, whereof 8 5 were 
of the Line of Battel, of which 49 were 

EnglifJ), viz,. 6 Firft Rates, 8 Second, 
28 Thirds, and 7 Fourths * and 36 
Dutch, 8 of which carried 90 Guns, 
14 between 70 and 74, 11, 64, and 3 
50, but feveral of the Ships were very 
Sickly, efpecially thofe that came from 
the-Streights, infomuch that there wanted 
full 40C0 Men in the Engfifl) Ships 5 
nor was there any great profpect of their 
fudden Recovery, fince the little Villa¬ 
ges thereabouts were not capable to re¬ 
ceive many. 

The 27th of May, 1696, Sir GeorgeSirGeo- 
Rookg received Orders to return to his 
Duty at the Admiralty-Board, and to his Duty 
leave the Command of the Fleet to the atfu . 
Lord Berkeley, who was appointed Ad-^-tw' 
miral ; but before he came on Shore, and the 

he had advice from Commiffioner e"i_,]ey 
St. La at Plimonth, that one of our to com- 
Ad vice-Boats, the Mercury, had counted^manci T';f 
£ little above Camoret Bay, 70 fail of 
french Men of War, all ready to fail, 
with four Flags flying, three whereof 
Blue, and one White, and in the Bay 
it (elf five fmall Ships more ^ which 
Account he communicated to the Lords 
of the Admiralty. Being come to 
Town, he made the following Propo¬ 
fol to the Duke of Shrewsbury, Principal 

Z 3 Secre- 
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A Propo- 

JW made 
by Sir 

George 
Rooke 
for at¬ 
tempting 

th? French 

in Ca- 

mortr 

A Council 
pf War 

think it 

not pra¬ 

cticable 

to at¬ 

tempt the 

French 
*k Brcft 
Harbour. 

Secretary of State; “ That the Body of 
Fleet fhould Jie in Camoret and 

tt Bertram Bays, and a Detachment be 
made to Curtain the ftnall Friga ts and 
Bomb Vefiels, while they went in to 

‘‘ do what Mifchief they could. It was 
“ his Opinion, That thus blocking up 
“ the Enemy’s Fleet in their principal 
“Port,, infuking their Coarts, and 
“ burning their Towns at the fame time, 
“ would expofe them to the World' 
“make.them very uneafie at Home' 

and e Reputation to His Majerty s 
“ Arms And he believed it might be 
“done, if fpeedily undertaken, with 
“ the.Affiftance of fome fmall Frigats, 

which were much wanted. 
I he Lord Berkeley arriving with the 

Fleet in Torbay the 3d of June, did im¬ 
mediately betake himfelf to the Difpatch 
of all things neceflary. And knee a 
Council of V\ ar, both of the Englijh 
and Dutch Flag-Officers, did not think 
it practicable to attempt the French 
Fleet in the Harbour of Breji, he was 
ordered to confult with them how the 
Fleet might be bert employed the re¬ 
maining part of the Summer. It was 
agreed by them, That if the French did 
not difarm, it was mofr advifeable to 
fail with the Fleet to the Coaft of France, 

for the fpace of 14 or 15 Days; by ' 
which 
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which means, if they had not an Op¬ 
portunity of defraying fome of their 
Shipping,yet it might very much allarm 
them, and occafion the keeping up 
their Militia, and (landing Forces, and 
fo confequently weaken their Armies. 

It was alfo agreed, That upon notice 
of their fending any Squadrons to mo¬ 
led our Trade, equal Strength fliould 
be detached to oppofe them; and that 
when the French difarmed their Ships, 
it would be convenient to divide our 
Fleet, fome to bombard their Towns, 
and others to neceffary Services that 
called for them; but yet that the whole 
fhould be fo difpofed of, as that they 
might unite upon any immergent Occa¬ 
fion. 

On the 16th, a Council of War was 
called,upon Orders from the Lords of the 
Admiralty, touching the Fleet’s lying 
in Bertram and Camoret Bays, and fend¬ 
ing a Squadron with fhe Bomb-Vellels 
to dedroy fome of the French Towns • 
and though it was judged that the Fleet 
could not ride in either of thofe Bays 
out of Bomb-fhot, yet was it refolved Rtfi- 
to fail, when Weather would permit, ** 

and look thereinto, and to endeavour Bertram 
£0 dedroy the Ships they might meetand Q- 
with there. Accordingly the Fleet 
turn’d it up as high as Dartmouth^ but 

Z 4 the 
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the Tide of Ebb being fpent, and if 
blowing hard at VV. S. VV, they were 
conftrain’d to bear up for Torbay, and 
the next Day, being the 19th, the Dutch 

l?uf0f Admiral had Orders from His Majefty, 
Bntei to fend to Holland 8 Ships of the Line 
shi^ or- of Battel. 

tZ The Weather being fair, the Fleet 
failed the 24th of June, 1696, with the 
Wind at N.N. W, and had the good 
Fortune to get out of the Chanel 5 and 
in Broad Sound ope of our Ships took a 
French Privateer that came from Breft 

M r4 Days before. The Prifoners faid, 
rimW That all the great Ships were up in the 
»f the fit- Rfver ; That there was about 50 fail ip 

Water, .clean’d and going out ip 
drum e<t two Squadrons, one to be commanded 
Brett for by Monfieur Chateau Renault, and the 
Chortau Pther by Mon feu r Nejmcnd • where- 
He nan It upon it was determined tq fail with 
*”om[er~ ^ie w^-°’e Fleet to Bell Ijle, and from 
pon ' thence to detaph 10 Ships to bonibard 

St. Martins and D all one. 
The Fleet The Fourth of July, 1696, the Fleet 
Jj-,, anchored about two Leagues from Bell 
ill 1 «»d fome or our Men having beep 
didymf landed before at Gray, where they burnt 
c'iov! rnof^ Part °f the Villages, and killed 
jnd other and brought off many Cattle, and that 
Pinas, without any Refinance, for the People 

bad defected the Jffand. A little before 
■- v - >- * vr \ • * ' i s v ’ - 

the 
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the Fleet came to an Anchor, all the 
Barges and Pinnaces were lent to 
blow art) one of the Iflands call’d the 
Cardinals, where our Men landed, and 
brought off about 300 head of Cattle. 
The next Dav the Kent, Boyne, and 
Torbay, two Dutch Ships of War, and 
all the Long-Boats of the Admiral’s 
Divifion, were fent to Groy, and about 
700 Soldiers and Marines being landed 
there, they finilhed what had been be¬ 
gun by burning almoft 20 Villages. 
The Boats that were employed in de- 
ffroyed Howart, were ordered on the 
like Service again ft Hodicl{ 5 lo that, up¬ 
on a modeft Computation,, there was 
deftroyed about 20 Boats 5 and 1300 
Houfes, and near 1600 head of black 
Cattle and Horfes were killed. Upon 
the Ifland Groy there was no Fortificati¬ 
ons, but on each of the Cardinals 
there was a Fort, with a deep Ditch 
and a double Wall, to which the In¬ 
habitants, with fome Soldiers, retired. 
This being done, the Admiral had The r«. 
thoughts of landing on Bell Tjle ^ but/“yV 
fince he had but 240 of Colonel Norcott’s ™t a„, 

Men, (the reft being gone with the Beil Me. 
Bomb-Veffels) it was not thought ad- 
vifeable ^ for the Enemy had there 25 
Companies of the Regiment of Picardy, 

befides 3000 Wanders, who could carry 
Arms. Thefe 
7 w * • V 
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Thefe little Enterprizes being finilhed 
a Council of War agreed, that theFleet 
mould Stay off Bell-Ijle five Days Ion- 

to cover the Ships at the Ifie of 
Bhee, and then proceed off of Vjhant. 

®ama£e That Squadron with the Bomb-Vefiels 

St.Mar-^,m3Sea ^°’vVnS St. Martins and 
tins and UUone $ and leaving them on fire after 
OHone. having expended altnoft 2000 Bombs 

and Carcafles, they joined the Fleet. 
On the 19th, Captain Beaumont met 

with a Ship from Lisbon bound to the 
Downes, whofe Matter informed him 

Mur That four Days before he fell in with a’ 

mon'd Squadron of 9 Sail, commanded by 
feen at MC •nfieur Nefmond, in the Latitude of 

%:Xnt f Defrces North’ about 80 Leagues 
sbtf. from the Northward Cape • That he 

Was on board the Commadore, where 
he underftood they had been but four 
Days from Brejl, and were going off of 
Cape St. Vincent to look for the Spanifh 
Weft India Fleet. 

TheFleet being now in great want of 
mott Species of Provifions, the Admi¬ 
ral defired Orders to move Eaftward, 
Jett what they had (liould fpend fatter 
than they could be fupply'd, but more 
efpecially if the Victualling Ships ex¬ 
pected from Portfmouth happen’d to be 
detain’d by Wetterly Winds ; and 
having made a hard fliift to Victual 

ten 
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ten Third Rates, two Fourths, and twoWce-M. 

Firefhips, he put them under command ^’f/, 
of Vice-Admiral Mitchell, but they were wfmd 
forced to fail with very little Butter and int0 the 
Cheefe $ and this Squadron was to cruize 
in the Soundings, to protect the feveral *>itk a 
Trades expefted home. squad™*. 

So many Dutch Men of War were rhe , 

ordered from the Fleet, that there re- of the y 
mained but n, feven whereof were to F,eet^>y 

be part of their Weftern Convoy 5 fo Zkt 
that on this Account, and the feveral reafon of 

other Detachments that were made, the DH<,ch- 
Body of the Fleet was (o very inconfi- 
derable, that when the Englijh and 
Dutch Convoys came to Torbay, Admi¬ 
ral Almonde was forced to go with his 
own Ship, in company with thofe that 
were particularly appointed, to fecure 
them into the Sea^ and itvfras render’d 
yet weaker, by Sir Cloudejly Shovell's be¬ 
ing ordered by the Lords of the Admi¬ 
ralty wit)) five Ships to Spit he adwhere¬ 
fore the Admiral received Orders to re- Utd 
pair with the Fleet to Spit head, where 
he arrived the 30th, with fix Firft«sPk- 
Rates, fix Seconds, and four Thirds head* 
together with four Firefhips and fome 
imall Vefiels 5 from whence he came to 
Town • but before he left Torbay, the 
Portland brought in a Spy-Boat of the 
Enemy s, whofe Commander gave his 

Lord- 
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an Account, That Monfieur 
Chateau ( hate an Renault failed from Bn'il fix teen 

£ri" ?T ¥?re (on what Defign he knew 
&*. ^.°0 Wlth 16 Men of War and two 

Firefhips, which were Victualled for <; 
Months. ’ 

And now the Service of the Main 
Jrleet in a Body being over for this 
Year, it remains that I give fotne Ac- 

An Ac~ count of Vice-Admiral Mitchell'% Pro- 
countef ceedings in the Sounding- who beine 

d’afe, the ,6th of ,69S of 
cheii’s three Ships that flood Eaftward, which 

Z7’„ 16 jjd*ed W Pr*vateers, there hap- 
iheSnun- pend on a ludden a violent Storm of 
dings, Wind and Rain,which blew away every 

Ships Mainfail that was fet 3 and the 
J or hays Foretopmaft came by the Board, 
though there was not a knot of Sail on 
it: The Reft aur at ion, a Third Rate, was 
to difabled that fine was forced to go 
to Spit head, having fpr u n g her Bo wfp ri t, 
broke her Mainyard, and her Main and 
Mizen-topmafis. 

The 29th, the Vice-Admiral received 
Advice from the Lords of the Admirals 
ty. That the Eaft-India Company de- 
fired the Squadron might cruize 300 
Leagues Weft from Ireland, between 
the Latitudes of 49 and 50 North, for 
the better Security of their Trade ex¬ 
pected home 3 but it appearing that 
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the Squadron had no more than four 
weeks Water, and not above 3 weeks • 
Butter, Cheefe, and Neceflaries, it was 
not thought practicable to proceed fo 
far Weft ward as the Company expe&ed 
they ftiould. 

After this a Letter from Captain Crow, 
dated the 10th of Augufl, to the Lord 
Berkeley, was taken into Confideration, 
giving an Account, That the Portugal 
Fleet was daily expefred home 5 and 
thereupon a Council of War refolved 
to continue in the former Station, 60 
Leagues S. W. from the Lizard, till 
the 7th of September, and then to ren¬ 
dezvous S. W, by W. 40 Leagues from 
the laid Place, till the 15th : And 
fince their Provifions and Necefiaries 
would be then reduced to about 10 or 
15 days, it was determined to make 
the beft of their way to Spithead, where 
arriving, he received Orders from the.. 
Lords of the Admiralty • and, purfu- 
ant thereunto, took Care for getting 
the Boyn, Expedition, Hampton Court, 
Mary, Sunderland, and Severne, ready 
to go into the Soundings, in Company 
of the Newark, Chichejlcr, and Rejlau- 
ration 3 And having prepared the necef- 
fary InftruCnons for the faid Ships on 
that Service, he was conftrained to go 
on Shoar for Recovery of his Health. 

This 
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Captain 
Geo. 
Meez^o 
pointed to 

command 
a Squa¬ 
dron, and 
font into 
the 

Soim® 
dings. 

JnteUi- 

gente of 
the Mif- 
chief the 

French 

us at 
New¬ 
found¬ 
land. 

Rear- 
admiral 
JBenbow 
appointed 
to com¬ 
ma tid the 
Squadron 

off ‘f 
Dun¬ 
kirk, 

Ti anfaftions ut $C(ty &cc. 

This Squadron Captain Georee Meez 

was appointed to command : Ind the 
29th of September, 1696, he was orde- 

to Proceed therewith into the Soun- 

ngs’ a?lto cru'ze between Cane 
ear and Cape Finiflerrc, for Security 

• . t ie. Trade. He did accordingly 
cruize m that Station as long as his 

°cnS /W°!lld ,aft 5 and retur¬ 
ned to spit head with three French Priva¬ 
teers, the one of 38 Guns, another of 
36, and the third of 14. 

in his Cruize he met with a VefTel 
rrom Newfoundland, whofe Maher in¬ 
formed him, that at the beginning of 
September, 8 Privateers, one of which 
had' 50 Guns, three of 40 each, and 
another 36t the others fmaller, toge¬ 
ther with two Firefhips, came on that 
Goah, and deflroyed the Plantations 
o Ferryland, Agna Fort, Fermooze, Re¬ 
no oze, Londes Cove, Breakjsurfl and the 
Bay of Bullsh in' which Bay our own 
People burnt the Saphirc, a Fifth Rate 
to prevent her failing into the Enemy's 
hands. 

The beginning of May, 1696, Rear- 
Admiral Benbow was ordered to com¬ 
mand the Squadron that lay off of 
Dunkirk^, to prevent MonfieurlTv Bart’s 
getting out from thence; which Ships 
be found lying North from Dunki>\ 

about 
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about 5 Leagues. He immediately pro¬ 
ceeded in his Boat within a Mile of the 
Enemy’s Ships in Flemifh Road, which 
were 9 in number, and all ready to 
fail : And lince the Wind was then 
out of the Weftern Quarter, and fair 
Weather, and that the Tides were 
coming on, he expefted them out of 
the North Chanel ^ and therefore ha¬ 
ving not Ships fufficient to cover both, 
he fpread thofe he had, Englift and 
Dutch, before that Chanel 5 and the 
next day, being hazey Weather, her/,,, 
fent a Ship to look into the Weft Cba- French 
nel, where there was nothing to be fffs . 
ieen. The morning following he lent out. 
a Boat in with the Shear, and had an 
Account by her. That there was no 
Ship 3 in Flemifh Road : So that it was 
found that Du Bart had given him the 
Slip out of the Eaft Chanel, which 
was clofe along Shoar. 

On the 20th the Rear-Admiral fpoke 
with the Mafter of a Veflel who came 
from Norway, and faw Du Bart on the 
Weft End of the Doggar Bank, with 
ir Sail, laying his Head Eaftward, \m-The 
der his Low-Sails, the Wind at N. N. E : Rear- 
and being of opinion that he would M,mrf 
cruize for fome time between that 'ho‘the 
Place and the Texcl, proceeded 1 hither Doggar 
m fearch of him : But the Dutch ha- Bf™kJnof 

VI ng (him 
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ving no Orders fo to do, refufed to ac¬ 
company him. 

?aLBZl * r.2tiiof Jlwe> *696, he received 
Advice in Tar mouth Roads, that Du Bart 

Dutch had met, near the South end of the 
mrtd DfSar Bank, with 5 Dutch Men of 
Merchant War, and about 70 Merchant Ships, 
sh^s. bound to Holland from the Eaft Coun¬ 

try, and that he had taken the Men of 
War, and about 90 of the others, 
which, together with 4 of the Frigats, 
he fet fire to, upon the approach of 
13 other Dutch Ships that gave him 
Chafe, but that he fent the other two 
Frigats to Holland with the Prifoners. 

The Moment he receiv’d this Advice, 
he ordered the Ships bound to the Eaft 
Country to Anchor, and getting under 
Sail with his Squadron, came up with 
the Trade from Ef«//, under Convoy of 
5 Dutch Men of War, who informing 
him that they faw 8 Sail to the South-' 

'7/ that very Morning, they proceeded 
Beubow together in fearch of them ^ but not 
and fine meeting them, or any further Account, 
fhhflf returned again to Yarmouth Roads, 
udrgo and from thence proceeded with the 
i" queft of Eaft Country Trade, and arrived a cGot- 

u B*u‘ tenburgh the 30th of June, having de¬ 
tached neceflary Convoys to the Ships 
bound to thefeveral Ports. At Gotten- 
hufgh he was informed by the Mafter of 

& 
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a Danijb Ship, who came from the Cow He bear: 

and Calf in Norway, that he had left ^or- 
Du Bart there with 10 Sail, cleaning burgh 
and watering, and that for his greater that he 

Security, he had placed a confiderable ™govr 
Number of his Guns on Shear. and Csit 

Our Ships were not in Condition to 
go in fearch of him there, otherwise 
they might very probably have done 
Service ^ "but fince they wanted Provi¬ 
sions, and many other Neceflaries, the 
Rear-Admiral was conftrained to return The Rear. 
to Yarmouth Reads, and from thence to-fmirai 

the Downes, where he was fupply’d, and 
then repaired to Hamburgh, to bring mouth 
From thence a rich Trade, that had on- 
Jy two bn gars for their Convoy. proceeds 

In his Padage towards Hamburgh, he g convoy 

got Intelligence that the Trade from r': :' 
thence was arrived off of Orfordnefs, fo Ham- 

that his Care for them being over, heburs‘!- 
oroceeded off of the Broad Four teens to The Trade 

look for Du Bart, and on the 15th of 
September, 1696, met with to Dutch goes if 
Men of War that came from the North, ^Broad 
handing;. into the Maes: And on the 

<D ■ 

Four- 
teens 

t8th he fpake with the Ruby, and three 
Englijh Eaft-India Ships, that had come 
North about, and 11 Dutch bound in¬ 
to the Texell.. 

The next day he faw to Ships W.N.ryyw 
W, of him, and making all the SaiIDu®a,rb 

A N* and Cba* 
fo & .UC fes him, 



j#ppre~ 

/ 

354 TranfaSiions at Sea, dec. 
lie could to fpeak with them, difeo- 
vered by their working that it was Du 
Burl’s Squadron, who mi fled the faired 
opportunity imaginable ot taking thofe 
Eaft-lndia Ships. Two of our Ships 
got within an Englijh League of him, 
but the reft were near three Leagues a- 
ftern ; and when we came to fleer the 
fame Courfe they did, it plainly ap¬ 
pear’d they wrong’d us very much 5 
fo that Iofing fight of them, when the 
Night came on, and they Chewing no 
Lights, the Rear-Admiral gave over 
chafe. 

About this time the King had fome 
oificnof Advice as if the French were making 

great Preparations at Brejl, in order to 
a Defcent cn this Kingdom, and there¬ 
fore Sir CJoudefty Shovell was fent off of 
that Port with a confiderable Squadron 
of Ships ^ but at length it appear'd 
that the cceafion of this Apprehenfion 

it proved was only the Equipment of Monfieur 
to heM°n- Pontfs Ships, with which he after- 
PoTnry’s wards failed to Carthagena, as will be 
Squadron related in its proper time. 
p!t!nz I now come to the Squadron of Ships 

Kit were fent to the Strcights with 
Rear-Admiral Nevil ^ who arriving 
at Cadiz, the 9th of December, 1696, 
appiy’d him!elf to the Governor, but 
could- get no certain Account of their 

' Flota ; 

from 

JBreft, 
it 7id Sir 

Clou- 
tic fly 
Shovel 

J}?it out. 

cut. 
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biota 3 nor did he find that there was 
any Squadron of French Ships cruizing 
for them. On the 16th of January 

Vice-Admiral Evertfen, with *?. Dutch rsjoined 
Men of War, and 45 Merchant Ships b fi™ 
of feveral Nations, that had been fe- wUrc,j. 

1 Men of 
parated in. the Storm that happened IVar, and 
in their Paffage, and the Turkey Con-the Tur° 
voy, arrived and fo foon as he had Zyf0*' 
difpatched the faid Trade home, he put 
to Sea with the Squadron the 9th of 
that Month, in Obedience to the Com¬ 
mands he had received from His Ma- 
jelly • and when he had reached 50 
Leagues S. W. by W. from Cadiz, he 
opened other Orders from the King 5 
purfuant whereunto he made all the sailing 
Sail he could to the Ifland of Madcras,from,G#' 

where he was to be joined with fome opentZe 

Ships under Command of Captain King's 

George Meeze, who aded as a Rear-Ad- SijfS 
miral for this Expedition, He ply’d Z/pZ 
off and on that Ifland 58 days, before 
any part of this. Additional Strength :Jde" 
from England arrived, and even then tie cmi- 
there was no more than the Rear- zesthf* 
Admiral with his own Ship, and the 
Drift ol, and Lightening Firefhip, thatRenr- 
came in • the others, both Englijh and fd*'r4! 
Dutch, having been feparated m a Fog ‘ 
yifl as he left the Ifle of Wight s, but the 
Place appointed for their joining being 

A a 2 Bar* 

eez': 



35 ^ Tran factions at Sea, &c. 

/"'o- Barbadoes, the Vice-Admiral got to Sea, 
anci frretch d it away Southward, that 

Barba- he might fall into the way of a 
does. Trade Wind $ and being the firft of 

-April about 400 Leagues S. YV. of Ma¬ 
dera, he fent the Brijlpl, a good Sailer, 
to Barbados, with a Letter to the Go¬ 
vernor, defiring him to fend a Sloop, 
or fome proper Veflel, to Martinko, to 
gain Intelligence of Monfieur Ponty, or 
any other confiderable Force that the 
French might have there : And arriving 

Arrives himfelf at Barbadoes the 17th, he found 
at Bar- all the Ships, except thofe of the States 
badoes. General, and the Gofport and Blaze 

Rirefhip • and the Sloop was alfo re¬ 
turned from Mart'wico, with an Account 
that there was but two fmall Ships there, 
judged to be Privateers. Not long af¬ 
ter this the Dutch Ships and the GoJf>on 
joined him, fo that after haying a tew 
days to take in Water, and to perform 
fome other Matters that were neceflary, 

sails fir be came to fail, and bore away for An- 
tegoa, the Place of Rendezvous, but kept 
an eafie Sail, that fo the Dutch Ships 
might come up with him, who had 
hooked fome Rocks, and therefore could 
not readily get up their Anchors. 

The 3d of May, he went on 
Shoar toadvife with Colonel Codrington, 
Governor and Captain General of the 

Ante 

£oa 

PP4r> 
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Leeward Iflands, who had Intelligence ctmfuitt 

from St. Thomas's, Corajfo, and Providence, 
that the French did defign to attack dring 
St. Domingo, and that, in order therfe-ton- 
unto, they had for feveral Months part: 
been cutting a Path through the Woods, 
that fo they might march by Land thi¬ 
ther from Petit-Guavas. 

The Vice-Admiral did hereupon con- yd Council 
fult all the Officers, both Engl ifh and lff'fr 
Dutch, who agreed it was proper to fail 
to Punt a dc la Guada, on the N.W. fide greed ta 

of Puerto-Rico, for the better Security 
of the SpaniJJ) Fleet, (for that was a the Spa- 

principal thing recommended to him by nifll ck- 
His Majefty’s Inftruciions) where it ’ 
was ufual with them to flop to refrelh 
their Men 5 and it was determined fo 
remain there till further Intelligence 
could be got of the Enemy $ for had 
the Squadron gone to Leeward to Ja¬ 
maica, they could not have beat it up 
time enough from thence to St. Domin¬ 
go, or any ether Place on Hifpaniola. 
The fame day whereon this Resolution 
was taken he failed, and the next Pent 
one of the Frigats to St. Thomas’s (an 
Idand belonging to the Crown of Den¬ 

mark ) for a Pilot to conduct her to 
Pucrto-Rico for Intelligence, from whence 
fhe was to return to Punt a de la Guada, 

the Place of Rendezvous: And if the 
A a 3 Squa- 
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Squadron did not arrive there in feven 
days time. Are was to make the be ft of 
her way to Jamaica. 

This Ship joined him on the 8th of 
1697, and brought with her 

Mr. Frke, who commanded an Emlifa 
Merchant Ship, taken by the French 
which they carried to Petit Guavas, as 
alio two Spanifi Gentlemen one of 
them the Lieutenant of the Manama 
1 atach, taken on the Coaft of Carraccoe, 
and the other Lieutenant of the Santa 
Crp;Iiy Vice-Admiral of the Barhvento 
bi._ct 3 vvno all laid, That Monfieur 
/ only failed from Petit Guavas to Lee- 

with 26 ”*tii ^ ^«ps, 1 man ana great, tins 
cccafioned a Council of War bv 

_ _ r 1 1 .2 .J 

fmal 1 and great, 
Vw , Stil 

Thi 

t?i re. 

mves in. wanj tj]e jjj-f-j c£ March Old 
t exigence . < - . . u, wiu 
of Mon¬ 

fieur 

iWw wPom « was refolved to proceed forth¬ 
with to Jamaica. Being off of the Eaft 
End of that Ifland the 15th of May, 
1697, the Vice-Admiral met with a 
Sloop, the Mailer whereof informed 
him there was a flying Report of the 
^re}lch Squadron’s being'before Carthage* 

p.frfofm:> wherefore he flayed no longer than 
Ponty’j was abfolutely neceflary to take in Wa¬ 

ter, but failed from Port Royal, and at- 
tempted to go out of the Leeward 
Chanel ^ but in that he was prevented 
by the dying away of the Land Breeze: 
And, contrary to the Knowledge of 
‘ ‘" ' all 

being at 

Cartha- 
sena. 
■p 
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all Perfons acquainted in thole Parts, 
the Sea Breeze blew for fix days and 
nights together, during which time an 
EngUfi Sloop came in, that left Porto 
Bello the 18th of this Month, in Com¬ 
pany of the Galleons, (which were 15 
in number ) and two days after parted 
with them, Peering away N. N. E. for 
Jamaica, where they intended to take 
in Provifions, for which they were fo 
much ftreightened, that they had not 
enough to carry them to the Havana. 
The Vice-Admiral fent out two Sloops 
to look for them, the one off of the 
Keys of Point Pedro, and the other 
thofe of Porto Morant, and to let their 
General know. That he was going to 
Carthagena, to fee what could be done 
againif the French \ but that he would 
return to Jamaica in a fhort time. 

The 24th he took the Advantage of 
a fmall Gale off Shoar, and getting 
cl ear of theKeys, Peered away S. E. by S, 
and S. S. E, for Carthagena ^ and being 
the 27th about half Seas over, that part 
of his Squadron which was to Wind¬ 
ward, made the Signal of feeing Ships 
ftanding WePward 5 whereupon he 
immediately tack’d, and Pood after 
them, with a prep Sail, judging them 
to be either French, or the Spanifi Gal- 
icons. Early the next day he difcove- 

A a 4 red 
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red them to be Monfieur Ponty, with 
io Ships of War, and two Flyboats, 
arid they were about three Leagues a- 

, head, at which time he made the Sig¬ 
nal for chafing, and the Warwickl, a 
Ship of 50 Guns, coming on the Broad¬ 
side of one of them, fired at her • but 
the French Ship wronging her very 
much in failing, got clear. Soon after 
this fne came up with a Fly-boat, Ioa- 
den with Powder, Cannon Ball, Shells, 
and one Mortar, which Veffel fhe took: 
And our Squadron had by this time 
gained upon the Enemy • but the. 
Wind coming to the N. E, they got 
to Windward ; and in the afternoon 
the Brijlol, Try dent, Gofport, and New- 
cajile, being near them, they put them- 
(elves into Order of Battel, and Mon¬ 
fieur Ponty himfelf fired feveral Shot at 
the Brijlol. Soon after it was judged 
that Monfieur D'Labee, who acted as 
Vice-Admiral, and another of their 
Ships, had a Deiign to leave them, as 
indeed it proved 5 for they were fliot 
confiderably a-head, and did not en¬ 
deavour to clofe the Line. Somewhat 
before 8 a Clock at night there hap¬ 
pened a Squall of Wind, when our 
Ships neareft the Enemy made a Signal 
that they had tack’d, upon which our 

wlioje 
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whole Squadron went about, and ftood 
Southward all Night, with a (lout 
Sail. 

The next Morning, being the 29th of 
May, 1697, it began to blow frelh, 
and Monfieur Ponty, with 5 Sail more, 
was got about 6 or 7 Miles a-head of 
our Vice-Admiral, but fome of our 
Ships were much nearer him ^ and the 
Chafe being continued with a frelh 
Gale, which occafioned a great Sea, 
the Brijiol, Southampton, and Trydent, 
loft their Top-mafts, and the Vice-Ad- 
miral’s own Ship, as well as that where nhichow 
Rear-Admiral Mccfc wore his Flag shiPje; 

fprang their Fore-top-mafts : However thnr 
they chafed on all day, and in the 
evening the Rupert, Gofport, Sunderland, Si"ls' 
and Colchejler, and a Dutch Ship of 
War, was not far from the Enemy, 
who, without tacking again, ftood on 
Southward. 

The next Morning, fo boon as Twas 
light, Monfieur Ponty was been with <5 
Ships about 4 Miles a-head ; but all 
ours were out of fight of their Flag, 
except the Sunderland, Pembroke, and 
Gofport, and even they were confidera- 
bly a-ftern, by reafon of the lobs of 
their Top-mafts 5 but as the Day came on 
others joined, and then it was found 
that the Rupert, Colchejler, and a Dutch 
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Ship, had in the Night met with the 
like Misfortune. 

Our Vice-Admiral weather’d and tore- 
reach d upon Monfieur Ponty infomueh 
rhat he made a Signal for his Ships that. 
Kept a better Wind than he d'd to 
bear down to him 5 and the Vice-Ad¬ 
miral was once fo near the Sternr oft ot 
them, that they had like to have come to 
blows. As the Day came or the Gale 
frefhned, and about Nine 1 clew hard, 
at which time the Pembroke's Top-mad 
came by the Board, and about 10 the 
Vice-Admiral’s Main-fail gave way in 
two places, fo that he was forced to 
take it in, and repair it on the Yard. 

rbs When the French faw thefe Misfor- 
French 
percei¬ 

ving our 

Misfor- 

tunes, 
fhortned 

Sail to 

£aje their 

Ships, 

tunes (of which they had no (hare) 
they all took in their Fore-top-fails - 
for being fharp Ships, they could not 
well endure the great Sea that ran. 
The Vice-Admiral quickly fet his Main- 

’ foil again, but running up with the 
Enemy, the Clew or his Fore-fail gave 
way, and the Sail it felf fplit from Clew 
to Ear-ring,and foon after his Fore-top- 
fail blew all in pieces ^ fo that before o- 
ther Sails could be brought to the Yards, 
the French were foot a great way a- 
head but he made the Signal for the 
Sunderland and Gofport fo keep fight of 
them. The firft of thefe Ships was no 

fooner 
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fooner (hot a-head of him, but her 
Main-top-mafl went by the Board, and 
the Weather-clew of her Fore-topsail 
fail’d: And theGofport a!fo fprung her 
Fore-maff. Through thefe Misfortunes, 
which followed fo fad one after the o- 
ther, the French lliot fo far a-head that 
they could not be feen in the Night, 
nor was it known whether they tackt 
or bore up, or which v/ay they flood, 
fo that the Vice-Admiral kept on his 
Courfe Southward, but no more of his 
Squadron was in fight the next Mor¬ 
ning than the Sunderland and Gofport, 

and they a-flern. Thefe unlucky Ac¬ 
cidents prevented the rich Booty’s fal¬ 
ling in our hands, which Monfieur 
Ponty had got together at the taking of 
Carthagena • and indeed it is fomewhat 
Unaccountable, that our Ships fhould 
only buffer in their Topmafls and Sails. 

I know it has been alledged, that theThefuP- 
Heat in thofe Parts eats out all, or ^e,d °Cr 
greateit part or the Tar, and that there- our j0 
by the Sails are weakned, and apt tog,eat !oP 

fpjit even through the Seams 5 but cer- °a„Tsmh, 
tain it is, that they did as often rend 
in the very Canvas too : And if our Sails 
were made of as good Stufiqand work’d up 
as well, I fee no reafon why they fhould 
not have proved as durable as thofe 
of the French, who, being chafed, were 

obliged 

■-''■v - s: 
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obliged to put theirs to as great a tryal, 
after they had been longer expofed to 
the Heat of the Country. And as for 
the Top-mafts, I do believe that the lofs 
ot them might chiefly proceed, from 
the not letting them down for enough 
to the Head of the lower Mails : °c,r 
rather, the not lengthning the Heads 
of thofe Sow Tvlafls, that fo one might- 
have the greater hold of the other; a 
thing that has fince been redtify’d. 

v T^e Weafher was at this time very 
dofe, and the Vice-Admiral judging 

having himfelf to be about 18 Leagues fhoit 
pfcnch, C&thagem, the appointed Rendez- 
fieersfir vous, he flood in for that Place, to 
Cartha- pick up his (batter’d, draggling Squa- 
gcna dron, and in the Evening brought to 

within fight of the Land, Rear-Admi¬ 
ral Meefe, with fix Ships more, then 
joining him, which Jikewife had all 
their Sails blown away. 

Anthm The next Day in the Evening, being 
at the the Firft of June, he anchored before 
fheHal B°ca Chiga Caftle, the Entrance to Car- 
bour. thagena Harbour, and about four Miles 

Northward of the Town 5 and feeing a 
great Breach, heconcluded that theFrench 
had difmantled and quitted it but that 
he might be the better informed, he 
fent in a Boat, with a Lieutenant and a 
Spanijb Pilot, in the Night, who found 
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an the Town no more than 40 Spaniards, 

Three or Four of whom were broughr 
into the Squadron, and faid that the 
French had taken and quitted the P'ace 5 
and that the People had all deferted 
it for fear of the Privateers, who were 
gleaning up Monfieur Pontys leavings. 
Upon this the Vice-Admiral weighed, 
and came to an Anchor before theTown, 
offering to a Stiff the Inhabitants with 
Men Powder, Muskets, &c. But altho' 
the People began to dock into the Place, 
and did defign to day fo long as the 
Squadron continued there, yet v'ouU 
not the Governor advance from the two- 
Days journey he had made into 
Country 5 and the People were fo te 
rify’d by the Privateers, who, after 
Monfieur Pontv failed, put many to 
Torture, and did much Mifchief, that 
they declared they would not ftay a 
Moment longer than the Squadron 
did. 

At length the Governor took Cou¬ 
rage, and coming into the Town the 
next Day, did at Night Fend his Lieute¬ 
nant to the Vice-Admiral, letting him 
know he had not a Grain of Powder, 
no fmall Arms, or fo much as a Mus¬ 
ket-Ball ; nor was it reafonable to be¬ 
lieve (confidering how the Spanijh Ga- 
rifons in thofe Parts of the World, 

as 

The Con* 
dirion he 
found the 
Town tn. 
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as vveH as at Home, are generally pro- 

vided for) that he was over-dock’d 
when the Attempt was made ; but not- 
with banding his prefent want, he (like 
a right Spaniard) neither eondefcended 
to ask tor, or to purchafe any. The 
Vice-Admiral fent him word That he 
was going that Night to Sea, being 
fearful that the Galleons were in dan¬ 
ger, but that if the Winds did hand¬ 
out of the way, he would fpare him 
what he could. 

2LS;r JAvn ?‘1y at. "°°n. th« Wind 
fails from VVefterly, and hearing nothing 
Cartha- from the Governor, he weighed, and 
gena. flood Eaftward, leaving Orders for the 

Ships that were miffing to follow him- 
anc,on the 6th,discovering 8 Privateers 
under the Shore of Sambay, he fent the 
Colchejier, Gojport, Virgin-Prize, and 
Lightning Fireffiip, to deftroy them, 
and then to (land over to Cape Tibbe- 

roon, the Place of Rendezvous • and 
not finding the Squadron there, they, 
and the other Ships miffing, were or¬ 
dered to repair to Petit-Guavas^ but 
the Vice-Admiral being not able to 
fetch in with either of thofe Places, 
proceeded to Hifpaniola, and having 
taken a Privateer of 24 Guns off of 
(he I (land of Navaffa, Weft ward of 
Hifpaniola^ which the Colchejier had gi¬ 

ven 
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ven chafe to, and burnt another of 
12 Guns, that ran on Ihore near Cape 
Dona Maria, he Anchored the 19th of 
June, in order to Water and Wood 5 
but 4 or $ Days before, he fent a Fri- JeJnia 
gat to St. Jago, with a Letter to the vemorof 
Governor of the Havana, and anothert!)e Ha- 

to the General of the Galleons, which 
floating Magazines of Silver were cer- of the 

tainly in great want of Provisions, o- 
therwife they would not have ven¬ 
tured out of Porto Bello, knowing that The h«. 
they Should be obliged to come up as 
high as Carthagena, before they could mrt Z 
flretch over and weather the Shoals * from 

And as they did not come out more 
than two Days before Monfieur Pontji 

left Carthagena, or without knowledge 
of his being there 5 fo is it not unrea- 
fonable to believe, that he had Advice 
of their departure from Porto Bello, and 
that he was cruizing for them at the 
very time our Squadron met him and 
gave him chafe. 

The 2 2d of June, 1697, the Vice- Re-tr- 
Adtniral was inform’d by Sir William fff 
Beejton, Governor of Jamaica, That it fent Ztk- 
would be of great Service if he could a 
deftroy Petit-Guavas, which induced 
him to order Rear-Admiral Meefe on Pedf- 

that Expedition, with 9 Ships of the Guam 
Squadronof whofe Proceedings there- 
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in it is now a proper time to give the 
following Account. Before he arrived 
at Petit-Guavas he made a Detachment 
ot about 900 Men from the Ships, 250 
whereof he put into a Sloop, 100 on 
board a Fifth Rate Frigat, and the reft 
into the Boats and when he came 
within 16 or 17 Leagues of the Place, 
he left the two Ships, with Orders not 
to appear in fight, but to get in early 
the next Morning : But finding he 
could not reach the Port himfelf that 
Night, he ordered the faid Ships not to 
come in till the next Day. 

Our Peo- On Monday the 28th of June, at half 
^p,nd an after Three in the Morning, 
Guava's' Nnded with Colonel Kirkby, Captain 
and make Lytcot, Captain Holmes, Captain Julius, 
tfoves Captain Elliot, and Captain Moore, and 
Majlers 400 Men, a Mile Ea ft ward of Pctit- 
,l- Guavas, and marched diredly to the 

Town ^ the Sloop, and fome of the 
Boats, that had about too of the Men, 
not being able to keep up with him. 
He thought it would be much more 
eafie to take the Place by Surprize, with 
the Men he had, than to difcover him¬ 
felf by ftaying for the reft, and there¬ 
fore enter’d it juft at dawn of Day, 
and marched diredly to, and immedi¬ 
ately took the Grand Guard. When 
this was done, he Pent 100 Men to 

fecure 
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1 ecu re two Batteries of four Guns each ^ 
and whilft the fame was executing, 
mod: of the French quitted the Town* 

Soon after the Sun was up, the 
Sailers began to be fo unruly, that no- 
thing could divert them from Plan- °tbe”Z 
dering, and in an Hour or two the levs prpm, 

inoft of them were fo drunk, that not- 
withftanding the well-laid Defign of the off v he 

Kear-Admiral, to make himtelf, and 
them Mailers of the Plunder, by ap¬ 
pointing a Captain, and fome pick’d 
Men, to beam at each end of the Town, 

1 ZJ y 

and fo to have met one another, he 
was con ft rain’d to fet fire to the Place 
much fooner than he intended, other- 
wife he could not have depended on 
50 Sober and Serviceable Men $ info- 
much that nothing was carried off but 
a few Negroes, and other inconfidera- 
ble Things, though it was reported 
(how truly I cannot fay) that, two 
Days before, four Mules came into the 
Town, loaden with Gold and Silver 
from the Ifle of AJh, part of what the 
Privateers brought from Carthagena. 

Our Officers and Men behaved them- 
felves with Bravery on this Occafion, 
the latter having chearfully rowed ma¬ 
ny Leagues in that hot Country • and 
it was great pity, that their Ungovern¬ 
able nefs robbed both themfelves and 

B b their 
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their Officers, of what would have fuffi- 
ciently made them amends for their 
Fatigue. 

Having thus taken up a little of your 
time concerning Petit-Guavas, I will yet 
farther intrude on your Patience, by 
giving you a fhort Account of the Man¬ 
ner of Monfieur Pcxtf s attacking Cara 
ihagena. 

The Man- On the 14th of April, 1697, he ap- 
"f'/ peared before the Place, with 26 Ships, 
fotftfieur t 
PonryV great and fmall, and bombarded it till 
attacking I0 jn the Morning on the 15th. Then 
geiia. " he attack d the Caftle of Boco Chiga, 

with three Ships, and 2000 Men and 
two Mortars, by Land, and about Five 
in the Afternoon he made himfelf Ma- 
fter of it. The next Day the Fleet en¬ 
tering the Bay, he Pent 2400 Men to 
the Caftle of Boca Grande, which was 
found deferted. The 17th they landed 
on Terra Firm a, and attack’d and di- 
fperfed 240 Mulatto’s, who defended 
themfefves very well: After which they 
march’d to a Hill called Be la Papa, 
where they planted their Colours. On 
the 18th they attack’d the Fort called 
Si. Lazar'S-, at the Foot of the laid Hill, 
and after four vigorous Afiaults, the 
Defendants retir’d to the Town. The 

:20th, 2 lit, and 22d, they batter’d the 
Suburb 
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Suburb called Gigimany, by the Half- 
Moon at IJlattd Gate, but on the 23d 
and 24th they ceafed firing, by reafon 
they were employ’d in planning 5 Mor¬ 
tars, and 24 great Guns, with which 
they batter’d the Fortifications the 25th, 
26th, 27th, and 28th 5 and having 
opened a great Breach, they took in the 
Suburb the 29th, after a handfome De¬ 
fence ^ immediately after which the}? bat¬ 
tered the Walls of the Town with Guns 
from the Ships and the Shore, and with 
Mortars ^ whereupon the Alderman (the 
Civil Magiftrate of the Place) finding 
the City fo briskly attacked, propofed 
its being deliver’d up, but the Gover- 
vernor refufed, and began to make in¬ 
ward Works to refill the Afiaults: Ne- 
verthelefs, coming foon after to a Par¬ 
ley, he was prevail’d with, an'd Mon- 
feur Ponty and Monfieur D/t CaJJe, con¬ 
cluded the Capitulations; which was,. 
“ That the Governor Ihould march out 
44 oh Horfeback, with two Field-pieces, 
“ the Garrifon with their Arms, and 
“ the Men, Women, and Children, 
“ with all the Clothes they could 
“ carry. 

The ad of May, 1697, the French 

took pofleffion of the City, and fo ci¬ 
vil were they to the Inhabitants, that 
they executed a Soldier for attempting. 

8b 2 tr> 
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to take a Ring from a Mulato Woman, 
What Riches they met with is vari- 
ouny reported • but I am apt to think, 
it tell lliort of the Ten Millions, which 
tis faid they carried away. 

I return now to Vice-Admiral Ncvil, 
who having Wooded and Watered the 
Ships, got under Sail the 29th of Jam, 
to meet Rear-Admiral Metfi, who join’d 
him the next Day$ and then he (food 
for Jamaica, that he might get the Ships 
from thence, and proceed direttly for 
the Havana, in fearch of the Galleons, 
of whom he had not yet any certain 
Account. 

The nth of July he made the Me of 
Pines 5 the 15 th he came up with Cape 
St. Anthony's, the Weft of Cuba, and' 
the 16th he got about the C'oileradoes - 

r, ,,r. hut the Fleet was at this time very Sick- 
admiral ly, and the next Day Rear-Admiral 
Mecfc AJeefe died. 

The Squadron arriving at the Havana 
The vice, the 2 2d of July, 1697, the Vice-Admi- 
IfZdtl ral acquainted the Governor, That he 
the Ha- was in great want of Water and Re- 
V3i\3,ii»d freflmicnts, and therefore defired per- 
Water million to come into the Port, that lo 
and lie- he might make provifion for his Voy- 
ims by aSe & Cadiz, to which place he defign'd 
the sp/ (according to his Iuftru&ions) to fee 
maids, the Galleons in Tafetv. This he was 

■— r * 

■ ■ • not 
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not only refufed, hut a 1 mo ft every 
thing he requefted; the Don alledging. 
That the King his Maher's Inftru&ions 
wquld not jnftifie his permitting the 
Squadron to come into that Port -, but 
that if he would repair to Mutanfes, (a 
Place where there was .not deoth of 

• ’• * X 

Water for his Ships) he would endea¬ 
vour to fupply his wants ^ but yet 
doubted his capacity to doit effectually, 

• fince the Galleons had already very 
muph drein’d the Place of Provilions. 

; ..The Vice-Admiral writ alfo to the the yue. 
General of the Galleons, letting him 
know that the Squadron he commanded the Gene- 

was fent chiefly to fecure thofe richral °fthi 
;Imbarcations, and to conduct them faf 
to Cadiz, $ but he was pieafed to an- w o- 
fwer, That he had received no Orders 
of that nature from the King of Spain, them7 
and was therefore obliged to follow Home. 
thofe he had 5 but that he was forty hu ah- 

' he could not have the Opportunity of At- ' 
accompanying him. • 

It cannot be thought bqt that this 
Treatment, was very furprizing ^ nor, 
poflibiy,fhould I be much in the wrong, 
if I judge that the ufual Jealoufie of the 
Spaniard gave them Apprehensions, that 
our Ships would endeavour not only to 
make themfelves Mafters of the Placed but 
the Galleons top. In hue,theVice-Admiral 

J 

B b finding 

S~A. 
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finding that nothing could be had here 

TheStjua- hie Ships into the beft Condition 

trVnS5tiat-pofTibly he could> and failed for 
gmh, ' yf£w!a> where he died the 27th of 
and the Auguft, 1697, occafion’d, as I am apt 
^ to believe,. as much through the Grief 
dies. a°d \ exation this Expedition had ex** 

pofed him to, as of any Natural Diftem- 
per. By his Death, and the Rear-Ad¬ 
miral’s, the Command of the Squadron 
devolved on Captain Thomas Dilkes,and 
he having done all that poflibly he 
could towards refrefhing the Men, and 
procuring Provifions, failed from Vir¬ 
ginia, and arrived in England the 2qth 
of October, with part of "the Squadron, 
the reft, that were feparated in bad 
Weather, dropping in both before and 
after. ‘ - ■ : 

Mon feu i' Tonty having narrowly 
efcaped Vice-Admiral Nevits Squadron, 
got not to Brejl without running 
the hazard of being twice more inter-1 
cepted, firft at Newfoundland by Can- 

squadrontain Moms', and afterwards in the 
Soundings, by a Squadron commanded 
by Captain Harlow, with which he En- 
,, v ^. For coming to Newfoundland 

hfdsalJl (fhc firft Place he touch’d at after he 
drtnScom- ^ hie Weft-Indies) Captain Norris, 
manded who commanded a Squadron of our 

Ships there, had Intelligence that feve- 
Norris, , ’ • • ■ ~ r •• • Jal 

Aimfc hi 

Ponty 
comes 

with his 

to New¬ 

found¬ 
land, - 
where we 
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T9.1 French Men of War were feen off of 
Cape-Land Bay which was confirmed 
the next Day by feveral FiRiing People ^ 
and Guns were heard both by Day and . 
Night. But it being believed that this v er ‘,e 
\yas Monfieur Neftnond s Squadron, or them to 
part thereof, two Bombs were laid crofs ****»• 
the Harbour of St. John’s, and the Squa- Nel-_ 
dron put into a Line of Battel, which ■,ior|J. 
was compofed of four Fourth Rates, 
two Fifth, two Sixths, two Firefhips,'f„fety of 
and two Bomb-Veflels, with a Hag-boat. sJohn’s 
Colonel Gibfiti's Regiment, that was car¬ 
ried by the Squadron from England, 
were embarked, and feveral Guns moun¬ 
ted on the Batteries afhore ; and five 
Ships were feen the 23d, about four 
Leagues into the Sea, which in the 
Evening Rood in for Conception Bay. 

A Council of War was called the 
next Day, of the Sea and Land-Officers, 
by whom it was agreed to continue in 
the Harbour of St. Johns, and the 
Mary Galley, being clean, was fent out 
to difeover them. About Noon news 
came from Carhoniere, that five French 

Men of War were feen off of that Porn, 
and another Confultatiort being there¬ 
upon held, the Majority were ftill for 
continuing at St. Johns : But Captain 
Norris was for going infearch of them, 

tain Norris wa* of a contrary 

B being 
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being of Opinion, that if thofe 5 Ships 
in Conception Bay had any Communica¬ 
tion with others at Sea, it would have 
been difcovered from CapeSV.Francis ^ox 
Baccal/io, if within 15 Leagues one of 
the other $ and that if they had any 
debgn to attack St. John’s by Land, he 
mull have had notice of their Forces 
being put on Shore. 

ifrCum- The next Day he received a Letter 
berbatch from Mr. Alexander Cumberbatch Mafter 
Account °^aShrp taken by the French, and lent 
4the on Shore to a(11 ft in getting them frefh 

£St P,ovikonsA br ^id. he was informed, 
that Monsieur Ponty was in Conception. 
Bay, with 5 Ships from goto do Guns, 
Very richly loaden with the Spoil of 
Carthagem. This Notice he Cent him in 
hopes it might be Serviceable to his 
Country, and advifed him withal, to 

" be very expeditious in attacking them, 
for that they were but weakly Maim’d.' 

„ v..n A general Council of War was liere- 
of aw,- upon called, where it was voted, That 

t|lei.e was reapon to believe Monfieur 

berbatch Nefmond was come to Newfoundland 

Zi% with a Squadron, and that Cumberbatch 

termine v'^as tent on Shore by him to eofnare 
to remain them ; becaufe in his Letter he laid he 

Joh'l’s was return to the French Ships $ fo 
* '* ’ that it was again determined to conti- 

nuc at St. John s e jot that by attacking 

, ;• the 
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the Ships in Conception Bay, Nefwond 

might have had opportunity of making 
himfelf Mafter of St. John’s, and con- 
fequently of the whole Country $ but 
the Commadore, Captain Nm-rk, was 
frill for going to Sea, for his former 
Reafons. 

The 26th at Noon there was Intelli¬ 
gence, That the 5 French Ships were feen 
the Night before at Anchor a little Eaft- 
ward of Bell Me, by Portugal Cove $ and 
the next Day, upon a Meflage front 
Colonel Gibfon, there was another Con¬ 
futation, where this Intelligence was 
read •, but it was refojved to remain 
till the two Captains arrived, who were 
fent to make a Difcovery. Soon after 
one of them came, with 21 French-.Men, 

that he had taken in a Boat at Carbo- 

mere, who faid they were fent by Mon- 
fteur Ponty to procure frefh Provisions, 
The other Captain returned alfo from 
Portugal Cove, who faw the French Ships 
at Anchor, one of them of 3 Decks, two 
from 60 to 70 Guns, and two more about 
so. The Court adjourned till the next 
Morning, and then calling the Priloners 
before them, they related all they knew, 
fearing that otherwife they ftioulcl be 
very ill treated. They faid the Squa¬ 
dron had not been at any other Port 
finee they left the Weft-Indies, and that 

Mon- 
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Tranf,affiictts at Sea, &c. 
Monfieur P^j, hearing of Vice-Admi- 
fal Nevii’sbeing in thofe Parts, appoin- 
tet the Rendezvous at St. Peters, or 
Placentia, in Newfoundland• but not ma¬ 
king the Ifland about Placentia plain 
t>> reafon of thick Weather, the firfi; 

face they dropt Anchor at was Con- 
cephon Bay. While the Council of 
W ar was fitting Captain Desboroiv arri¬ 
ved, and gave them an Account, That 
the French Ships lay under their Top- 
fails, plying up and down in the Bay - 
but that being about five Miles off from 
them, he could not well difcover their 
Force. Notwithfrahding all this the 
Majority of the Council of War were 

1fCmrlfX\ of °P'ni.°'T That Monfieur Ncftnond 
iei'eve (.who had failed from Prance a confide- 
Morfeur rable time before, with 11 Ships of 

mond oh anc* 5 Firefhips) was on the Coaft, 
the cw/?, and therefore, contrary to the Opinion 

Utefore r aPtain Norrk, determined not to 
refold Purfae the French • for that the Port of 
twtnjtir. St. John s might thereby be expofed to 

eminent Danger, by feparating the Ships 
and the Land Forces: And had not the 
latter been there, or at leaf! not been 
empowered to fit at Councils of War, 
fis probable there might have been a 

better Account given of the Enemy ^ 
for the Land Officers, at leaft feveral 
of them, were unwilling to leave 

St» 
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; St. Johns, a Place which they were di¬ 
rected particularly to endeavour to pra¬ 
ted. 

Captain Desborow was again fent out Captain 

to obferve the Enemy’s Motion, with Deib°- 
Orders to bring early Advice thereof 3 
and returning the 51ft at Noon, he de- fent out, 

dared. That "the 28th at Midnight he Zfvgshh 
faw 4 Sail under his Lee-Bow, which telligertce. 
he made to be French ; that foon after 
the Stern-mod: Ship fired a Gun, and 
.then made feveral falfe Fires; upon 
which the Lights were inftantly put 
out, fo that he loft fight of them. That 
at two in the Morning he flood North¬ 
ward, with little Wind at N.N.E, and 
not feeing any Ships when the Day ap¬ 
peared, made the bed: of his way into 
Carbontere • but the Wind veering at 
Noon to S. S. W, the Current had fet 
him, by the 29th at Night, between 
Harbour Grace Ifland and that of Carbo- 
niere, but that fo foon as the Breeze 
came on,- he made the bed of his wav 
to St. John’s. He was immediately fent 
out a third time, with Orders to fail 
fight into the Sea till he came on the 
Bank of Newfoundland, and if lie did 
not fee the aforefaid Ships, or any o~ 
ther Squadron, to repair to Cape Race, 

and endeavour to gain Intelligence from 
Placentia. The 9th'of Augnjl in the 
r' Mo iv 
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■Morning he returned, and related, That 
aoout 12 at Night, on the Saturday be¬ 
fore, he faw feveral Lights to Wind¬ 
ward $ that at two a Clock four of the 
Ships fired 3 Guns each, and then tackt 
and flood off Shoar 5 whereupon he 
niade Sail, and kept his Wind', in or¬ 
der to get under Cape Race, the Wind 
being then at W. by S, but tackt fo 
loon as ’twas Light, and flood within 

■three times Gun-ihot of the headmoft, 
and then laid by and looked on them. 
He made them to be 15 in all, the Ad- 

. niiral a Three Deck Ship, four of about 
<jO Guns, 6 from 70 to do, two of 50, 

• apd the other three either Frigats or 
Firefhips. When he had view’d them 
well he wore his Ship, and brought to 
towards the -Shear, but the Enemy’s 
Squadron tacking at % a Clock, and 
handing off, he followed them, ■which 
they perceiving, one of them flood in 
towards the Shoar to cut him off from 
the Cape. 

The 18th in the Morning this Squa¬ 
dron came off the Harbour of St. Jams, 

which was about 32 Days after the 
hr it Notice of Monheur Pantys being at 
Aewfoundland. They were in all 15, 
with three Svvallow-TayTd Flags, 10 of 
them Ships from 50 to 70 Guns, the 
other either Fire.lh.ipsor final 1 Frigats, 

as 



Transitions at Sea, dec. 3^ 1 

as Captain Desborow had reported. 
They viewed our Ships, and then flood 
off upon a Wind 5 but at Noon, the 
Wind carting into the Harbour, they 
tackt and flood in, and the Wind boon 
after taking them fhort, they laid their 
Heads off' and brought to, and were 
not feen again till the 23d about Noon, 
when 12 of them were difeover’d about 
7 Leagues out at Sea ^ and that was the 
Jaft fig;ht of them. 

The Method that was taken to defend The mc- 

our felves was this ; All the Men fft' 

War lay in a Half-Moon to the Har-fendour' 
hour’s Mouth, and each Ship’s Broad- 
fide commanded the two Booms: Co- 
lonel Gibfoti1 s Regiment was ported at 
the two Batteries, and about the Har¬ 
bour’s Mouth, and Captain Richards 
(who was the Engineer for fortifying 
the Harbour) was making fucli Works 
as he judged neceflary on this occafion 5 
and that the Squadron might be the 
better able to do Service, all the Men 
were taken from the Merchant Ships, 
and put on board them. 

Having thus informed you in what 
manner Monfieur Pont/, with his rich 
Squadron, efcaped Vice-Admiral Ncvil 
in the Weft-Indies, and Captain Norris 
at Newfoundland • it remains that I fol¬ 
low him to Breft, and let you know 
' what 



Captain 

Harlow 
meets 

with Mon 

Jieur 

Ponty h 
the 

Soun¬ 
dings. 

1 Transactions at Sea, dec, 
what paffc upon his encountering the 

, 1 Ps commanded by Captain Harlow in 
t u e ooundings. 

. T!ie 14th of Augujl, 1697, Cap- 
tain Harlow, with a Squadron of fix 

-Ships and a Firefhip, viz. two of 
,00 GL,ms> two of 70, and one of 20 

was about 90 Leagues W. S. W. from 
and one of the Ships, the De¬ 

fiance, made the Signal of feeing Lights 
to Windward. As the Day came*on 
hve Sail were difeover’d- which about 
8 in tlie Morning bore down, while 
our Squadron ply’d up to them, and 
endeavoured to get into a Line of Bat¬ 
tel ^ and thereupon the Betty, a Fifth 
Rate, that was fent to make what they 
were, returned to her proper Station. 

Monfieur Ponty having view’d our 
Squadron, thought it convenient to 
make fome Alterations in his Line, by 
changing the Ships, but yet bore down 
wiih all the Sail he could, and brought 
to, about two in the Afternoon, out of 
Gun-fhot. He continued not long in 
that Pofture, but bore down again, and 
worked his Ships as if he did intend to 
prefs the Van of our Squadron 5 upon 
which Captain Harlow lent to the De¬ 
vonshire to fill and hand away upon a 
Wind, that (lie might the better fall 
In with Monfieur Ponty, who about 
, three 
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three in the Afternoon brought to di- 
feftly againft hina, within two thirds 
Gun-ftiot, and began the Fight. 

After the Squadrons had engaged a- 
bout two hours, the French made the 
Signal for Tacking $ but there was little 
Wind, which made them all refufe hay¬ 
ing, unlefs the Ship that was oppofife 
to the Defiance *, and die having the 
head of her Main-top-maft (hot away, 
which occafion’d the Yard’s falling down 
to the Slings, fet her Main-fail, and, 
not without great difficulty, wore, and 
then keeping her Wind, hood out of 
the Line, which put Monfieur Ponty 
himfelf in fome diforder ; but tho' he 
was conftrained to bear up for her, yet 
he foon clofed the Line again. 

About fix in the Evening the Gale The 
frefhened, and (hifted from W. by S. to Frenc‘;i 
S. W. by S, and S. S. W $ whereupon nU'" 
the Enemy tackt, and our Commadore 
made the Signal for his Rear to tack al- 
fo ^ and fetting his Main-fail, that he 
might be fure of fraying, he was no 
fooner about, but he made all the Sail 
he could after them, and they from 
him ^ but in the Night we loft fight of 
them, tho’ we did, between 8 and 9, 
difeover fome of their Lights, and by 
that means had an opportunity of fleer¬ 
ing after them, they bearing then N. E, 

and 
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and N. E. by N 3 but between io and 
11 they were all Out of fight: Where¬ 
fore Captain Harlow flood away be¬ 
tween the N. E. and E, with an eafie 
Sail, that fo fome of the Ships very 
far a-ftern might come up with him. 

The next Morning between four and 
five, the Weather being very clear, the 
Enemy were feen between the S. E. by 
E. arid E. S. E, three or four Leagues 
off 3 and the Wind being variable be¬ 
tween the S. and S* W, but a gentle 
Gale, all Sails were fet, and the Chafe 

'wrong us 
<very 

much in 
ailing. 

continued till Evening, at which time 
they were much at the fame diftance as 
in the Morning 3 but fo much did they 

The wrong our Ships in failing, that they 

irwl'cou,d’ at Pleafure, lower a Yard or a 
lopmalr, to prevent their coming by 
the Board 3 and this was occafion’d by 
our Ships being fouler than theirs, 
notwithftanding they came from fo 
long a Voyage 3 for undoubtedly they 
made a fhift to heel and fcrub them in 
the beft manner they could when a- 
broad. 

The next Morning early they were 
a-head of us about 4 or 5 Miles, and 
as foon as they difcovered us, they let 
out the Reifs of all their great Sails, 
and fet all their fmall ones 3 and thd 
when they firft made from us, their 
: ' Hulls 



Tntnfablions at Sea, &c. 
Hulls could be feen down to the Wa¬ 
ter-Line, yet in fix hours time they 
ran fo much out of fight, that not a- 
hove half their Top-fails could be dis¬ 
covered above Watery infomuch that 
'tvvas believed they went away with 
an eafie Sail the Night before. 

About 11 a Clock it blew frefh, and 
enclined to be thick and hazey * and 
Captain Harlow feeing no poffibility of 
coming up with them, he brought to. 

Thus did Montieur Ponti fortunately 
cfcape the third time, and without 
farther Interruption carried the Spoil 
ot the Spaniards into Brejl. What it Qbfervt*. 

was that induced him to bear down tf0H 1: 
and engage our Ships is uncertain to mga&ng 
me; for tho the Squadrons were almoft °“r 
equal, as to Strength, yet confidering 
the Riches he had on board, I think 
he ought, in Prudence, to have decli¬ 
ned a Battel $ which in all probability 
he might have done, fitice (as it after¬ 
wards proved) his Ships were much too 
nimble for ours. 

I fhall now return to the Body of 
the Fleet in the Year 1697, of which 
Sir George Rookg was appointed Admi¬ 
ral. With the great Ships he arrived 
off of the South Foreland the 2d of 
June, and intended to flop Tides from 
thence to Spithead $ but being the next 

€ e day 
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day at Anchor off of Dover, a if rong 
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South Weft Wind obliged him to re¬ 
turn to the Downes. 

Setting Sail again, he arrived at 
St. Hellens the ioth, in the evening, 
and there he met Rear-Admiral Najfau, 
with 10 Dutch Ships of War, who 
was fir ft to convoy feveral Merchants 
to Holland, and then to return and 
join the Fleet. 

The 14th a Council of War was 
called, where was prefent Sir Lloudefly 
Shoved, Admiral of the Blue, Vice- 
Admiral Aylmer, and Vice-Admiral 
Mitchell. It was agreed. That fince 
there was sweat want of Men and Pro- 
virions, and a very fmall profpeft of a 
fudden Supply, fo many Ships lhould 
proceed to Sea as could be manned up 
to their middle Complements, and that 
the Ships unmann’d for the doing there¬ 
of, fliould fecure themfelves in Portf- 
vioitlh Harbour : And the next day, at 
another Confuitation, where was alfo 
prefent the Dutch Admiral, Vice-Ad¬ 
miral Callemberg, Rear-Admiral Neuys, 
and Captain Bokenham, it was refolved 
to proceed off of TJJhant for Intelli¬ 
gence, and thence to remove as a Coun¬ 
cil of War fliould think moft advifea- 
ble„ ' 

There 
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There was a great want of (mall a great 

Frigats, and other proper Veffds, to 
prevent the Enemy’s Snaws difcovering^/f. 
the Weaknefs of our Squadron 5 for 
although the intended Fleet, when all 
together, would have made up 47 Eng- 
HJh, and 23 Dutch, of the Line of Bat¬ 
tel, belides 17 Firefhips, and other 
final 1 Craft 3 yet was there, at this 
time, 43 of thoie 70 Ships abfent on 
the following Services, viz, 

RATES. 

Wi th Vice-Ad mi ral Mit-) ,f‘ » j 
chellm the Soundings, j 

With Captain Beaumont £ Q 
in the North Sea,—— S 

With Rear-Admiral Ben 
hovp in the Soundines 

Orr of Cape Hague, - 
Convoy between the 

Downes and Falmouth, 
At Woolwich 

ad* jOi0 -r 

0 o 
Fleet' 

on other 

Services, 

At Hudfons Bay, 
On the Fifhery,— 
At Hull,- 

Between thelOe of Wight") 
and Portland,-— j 

At the Nore,-—__ 
Unmann’d at Blackfiakes, o 
Unmann d at Port [mouth, o 
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rates. 
lft' 2'1-- jd- .th- 

o S i o 
Holland, ■---\ 

Expected from North- 7 
Holland,-\ Olio 

Dutch — - 0 9 2 O 

I 6 20 5 

all, Dutch and Englifi- -1 15 22 5 

a - 
fin on the Coaft of> 

KlAy\, . ,So had not Rear-Admiral Najfm 
Nafllu i?’nec* with the io Ships before men- 
jtmdthe tioned, there could not have gone to 
lhet- Sea more than 35 Ships, great and 

Imall ; nor was the Fleet at this time 
vi&ualled with more than a Months 
Bread and Beer, a very little more 
Butter and Cheefe, fomewhat above 
two Months Flefh, but not a Fortnight’s 

plet Ad Peale and Oatmeal. However Orders 
vdr.ii were fent. That the Ships which were 
Hu- ready Ihould proceed to Sea, which 
;;;f’ was but 33, Dutch and Englijh, and 8 
p-e.v- Firelhips, befides the Ships in the Soun- 

Tbotv ^wgs with Vice-Admiral Mitchell and 
a//, came Rear-Admiral Benhovp, which join’d the 
nfrna Fleet the 2 5 th of June off of Plimouth; 
^'tn fo that now the Admiral had 44 Ships 
dings. of 
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of the Line, and with them he got off 
of Vjhant the 28th • but the Cairns pre¬ 
vented his laying hold of that Coaft 
till the 4th of the next Month, at which 
time Rear-Admiral Benbovc, who had 
been fent to difcover the pollute of 
the Enemy at Breji, brought an Ac- » 
count, that there was but 10 Ships ar- 
med and ready for the Sea. read; fir 

A Council of War was thereupon the Sta- 
called, and ’twas refolved to enlarge 
the former Station from 10 to 40 or The sta. 
50 Leagues W. N. W. from Ujhant, t‘°n reS<~ 
thereby to cover the Chanel, and fe- ZcZmi 
cure the Trade ^ and that 9 Englijh, <f btw. 
and 4 Dutch Ships of War, fhould 
cruize from 80 to 100 Leagues Well 
from Sally 14 or 16 days 3 and that 
after the Fleet had continued in the 
aforefaid Station 10 or 12 days, the 
whole Ihould rendezvous in Torbay. 
Vice-Admiral Mitchell commanded this rue-M- 
Squadron, and it was made fo ftrong, 
left he fhould happen to meet with 
Monfieur Nefmonde in his Cruize, or mth a 
Monlieur Chateau Renault in his Return 
to Breji. 

The 21 ft of July, t6<py, the Fleet 
was 10 Leagues off of the Lizard, and 
had meet nothing in the Cruize but 
Privateers. The Admiral received Or¬ 
ders to leave a fufficienr Squadron off 

C c 5 of 
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of Breff to keep in the French Ships 
dehgned from thence with Monfieur 
Chateau Renault, if not failed, or to in¬ 
tercept them coming out : But this 
could not be complied with, becaufe 
triere was not in a Body above eleven 
FngliJI? Men of War, of which ten 
were three Deck Ships, and but ten 
Dutch, Flagfbips included • nor had 
riiey more than 21 days Provifions at 
utort Allowance, and no Peafe or Oat- 
nteal 5 fb that they were obliged to 

rheFieei return to Torbay, where, on the 2 2d of 
XoTbay4 ’ the Admiral received a fecond 

wrder to fend Ships off of Brefl, and 
others into the Bay • to comply with 
which he ordered 11 Third Rates, and 
two Firefhips, to be viftualled for a 
Month ^ but was conftrained to drain 
the great Ships for the fame : Info- 
much that had there been never fo 
prefling an Occalion of Service, it 
would inevitably have been prevented, 
for want of a timely Supply of Provi¬ 
fions. ' ■ 

vTfd' Two after Vice-Admiral Mit- 

MitchellaPPeare<^ working info the Bay • 

returns to Oilf be had lent Irom his Squadron two 
Torbay. Third Rates, and a Fifth, to convoy 

the trade fo Ireland, and the Dorfet- 
Jhire and Content to fee (ome others fafe 
to Plimmth : And having received Ad- 

vice 
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vice that a confiderable Fleet ox Mer¬ 
chant Ships was expe&ed in the Cha- 
nel, he fent four Third Rates, oneFifth, 
and a Firelhip, under Command of 
Captain Harlow, to cruize for their Se¬ 
curity $ who, during his laid Cruize, 
met with Monlieur Ponty in his pallage 
to Brefl, of whole Engagement I have 
already given an Account 5 and chofe 
fo to do, that the whole Proceedings of 
that French Squadron, in their Expedi¬ 
tion to and from Carthagena, might he 
before you entire. 

The Admiral found that by drawing 
Provifions from the great Ships for thofe 
defigned to Brejl, it would fo much re¬ 
duce them, as that, without a fpeedy 
fupply, they might be brought to great 
Neceffity,and therefore he contradicted 
the Orders he had given therein, and 
propofed to the Lords of the Admiralty 
that the Squadron might repair to, and 
Viftual at Spithead. 

Neverthelefs a Squadron was fent 
out, and cruiz’d for fome time in the 
Soundings, but were by bad Weather 
forced in ^ and according to the Orders 
which were fent to the Admiral, he 
fail’d from Torbay, and arrived at Spit- The Meet 
head the 28th of Auguft, with five Firfr'"^ 
Rates, four Seconds, two Thirds, two 
Firethips, two Hofpital Ships, and two 

C c 4 Yachts, 
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Yachts, together with 12 Dutch Ships of 
VVar^ and as many Firefhips. 

Vm Ad-; Vice-Admiral Mitchell was a^ain an- 

AiTtcheJi Til'-0 jeCL r° Command a Squadron of 8 
J oird Kates, 6 Fourths, and 2 Fifths 
together with Count Nafau, with 6 

2j£l Dttt.ch SWPS of War and two Firefhips 
cafe St. and received Orders in Torbay the oth 

IZkZfs^Tu"'' l697' ' the very Day he 
for vue. rrived there) to proceed with the faid 
Mmtrai Squadron to Cape St. Vincent in Porta- 

S‘T there being advice that the French 
were gone or going to Sea. The defign 
or his proceeding thus far, was to fu- 
itain Vice-Admiral JSfeznl, in cafe the 
Galleons fhould have come /under his 
Protection, as well as the Trade from 
Cadiz,. Wherefore, when he arrived 
off of- that Cape he was ordered to fend 
a Ship to the faid Port, with Directi¬ 
ons to the Commander in Chief of the 
Ships there, to put to Sea within three 
Days after his receipt of fuch Directi¬ 
ons, and join him- and when fo join’d, 
he was to make the be ft of his way to 
I neland • but in cafe he met with the 
'Cadiz, Fleet in his paflage, he was to 
return with them $ and to do the fame 
without them, if he received advice by 
the Frigat that they were failed from 
tadiz, and he judged they were pafs’d 
by him. But if, during his hay off 

Cape 
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Cape St, Vincent, he met with Vice- 
Admiral Nevil in his paiTage from the 
Weft-Indies, with the Galleons, he was 
to accompany them as far as Cadiz: 
And a farther Provifion was yet made, 
if he met with the Galleons while the 
Cadiz Squadron was with him $ for, in 
that cafe, he was fo to difpofe of the 
Ships under his Command, as might 
moft contribute to the Security of both 5 
but himfelf was to return to England 
with the Trade. 

Thele Orders the Vice-Admiral com- TUp^ 
mumcated to Rear-Admiral NaJJim, who dron tn 

having at that time none from thegrear f 
King, and being not Vi dual led longer 
than to the laft of the followingMonth, 0,'s> 
could not proceed $ nor had the Engliflj 
Ships more than for two Months, if all 
Species proved good : And indeed the 
Scarcity of Proviiions did too often, 
throughout the whole Courfe of the 
War, obfrruct many Services. But as 
I fhall not take upon me to blame any 
particular Perfon, or Body of Men, on 
on this Account yet fure I am. That 
unlefs effeftual care be taken another 
War, to have a lufficient flock of Pro¬ 
visions in a conftant Readinefs to an¬ 
swer all unforefeen Occafions of Service, 
v/e tliall fufficiently, and perhaps too 
toon, rind the great Inconvempncie? 
that will attend if ' ' This , 



Again, 

His own 

and the 

Dutch 
Flag's 

D4 Tranfaftictis at Sea, 5cc. 
%Td ™s Scarcity of Provifions being re- 
is ordered prelentec to the Lords of the Admiral- 

ty> their Lordfhips fent him Orders to 
p,r?ceed, with the Uglify and Dutch 

Cape Sr. Dilips, fo far towards Cape St. Vincent, 
Vincent m order to meet the Trade from Cadiz] 

havePn>. that he might have Provifions left 
•vifionsto Uifficient to bring him back again * 

t:t~ “P?" whifh if was agreed, by him- 
ielf and the Dutch Flag Officer, to fail 
loo Leagues S. W. from ScWj, provi¬ 
ded it could be accomplifhed by the 

^ Firft of OBoher, for no longer would 
pUfoiution the Victuals' on board the Dutch Ships 
thereupon permit them to ftay abroad : But 'if 

WefterlyWinds prevented their reaching 
the aforefaid Station, by or before that 
time, it was thought moft advifeable 
to proceed 50 Leag ues S. VV. from 
Sc illy, and to continue there till the 
8th of OBoher 3 and failing in that, to 
repair 28 Leagues YV.S.W, and after 
lying in that Station till the 15th of 
OBoher, to rendezvous at Spit he ad. 

The 17th, the Vice-Admiral received 
Advice from the Captain of the Shrews- 

TJ burJ Galley, that Vice-Admiral Nevil 
had been at, and was returned from 
the Havana without the Galleons, or be¬ 
ing admitted by the Spanijh Governor 
fo much as to Water his Ships there 3 
but having already given a particular 

Ac- 

He re¬ 

ceives 

Vice 

iv/iral 

Nevil 
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Account of that whole Matter, I pro¬ 
ceed to inform you, that notwithftan- 
ding the aforegoing Orders from the 
Lords of the Admiralty to Vice-Admi¬ 
ral Mitchell, others were fent to him 
the 18th Day of the fame Month of 
Augufl, to remain no longer at Sea than pj at 
20 Days, in expectation of the Cadiz Sea bHt 
Fleet i and thereupon it was agreed be- 20 D*>!' 
tween him and the Dutch Flag, that the 
Squadron fhould proceed 40 Leagues 
VV. by S. from Scilly, and remain there 
till the 8th of October. 

. The 24th of September he failed from 
Torbay, with fair Weather, and the 
Wind at N. W. by N, but being off 
of the Start about 10 at Night, it fluf¬ 
fed to S. and S. S. W, and blew hard 
with much Rain. Fie was at this time 
near the Shore, and confequently met 
with much difficulty to get into Torbay, 
and mofl: of the Ships received confide- 
rable Damage in their Sails. The next 
Day he received Orders to remain there, 
but the 9th of October others were fentIs oblig'd 
him by Exprefs, by which he was di- ^orba/ 
reded to proceed to Sea, either with or but\rp- 
without the Ships of the States General,td t0 s<* 
for protecting the Cadiz, Fleet, and to agam‘ 
continue out fo long as his Provifions 
would laft, whiph it would not do a- 
bove 28 Days, at two Thirds of the u- 
fual Allowance, Thefe 
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Thefe Orders were occafion’d upon 
advice of Monfieur Chateau Renault's be¬ 
ing at Sea with a Squadron, and that 
divers Privateers were lurking up and 
down the Chanel to pick up our Trade. 
, The ioth of October, 1697, the Squa¬ 

dron got under Sail, and the 17th at 
r;aJi ^ight, about 25 Leagues N.E. by E. 
rur'ai SciUh the Vice-Admiral parted 
Mitchell with the Captain, and a DutchEafl-India 

TZC:t Ship called the Nafau, and feme fmall 
Sound- Veiiels bound Southward. He conti- 
jng;. nued to cruize from 25 to 40 Leagues 

S. W. by W. from Sally till the 23d, 
hut had not the good Fortune to meet 
with the Cadiz Fleet $ fo that his Pro- 
vilions growing fhort, he thought it 
■necelTary to repair to St. Hellens, where 
he Anchored the 27th at Night, and 
luckily there met him, and came in 
his Company, 15 Dutch Eafi-India 
Ships, which had fpent almoft all their 
Provifions, and loft mo ft of their An¬ 
chors and Cables off of Cape Bona Efpe- 
ranfi. Soon after this the Vice-Admi- 

ricCzar ral proceeded to Holland, with a Squa- 
covyU‘ dron to attend the Czar of Mufiovy, 
comes' and, by His Majefty’s particular Com- 

n.ianc's’ accompany‘d that Prince, du¬ 
ring the time he continued in this King¬ 
dom, and then carried him back to 
Holland. 

0 * r 

1 come 
r 
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I come now to Rear-Admiral Benhow, 

who failed from the Spit head the 10th ol 
April with 7 Third Rates and two Fire- 
fhips, and having cruized 27 Days be¬ 
tween the Latitudes of 50, and 48 and 
30, from 10 to 80 Leagues, from Scilly, 
met with nothing of Note till the third 
of May, and then he gave Chafe to is fentm* 

5 French Men of War, but found him-r°the 
felf not able to come up with them. 
The next day he was joined by three 
Third Rates, one Fourth, and one Fifth, 
but nothing remarkable happened till 
the 9th, when he faw 9 Ships Weft- 
ward of him, one whereof feparated 
from the reft, and to her he gave • 
chafe5 the reft made Englijh Signals, 
and fome of them proved to be our 
Men of War that were bound with the 
Trade to the Weft-Indies, which, under 
Command of Captain Symonds, had 
been engaged with four of the French 
King's Ships in the manner following. 
Being on the 5th of May, 1697, with Ant*, 
the Norwich, Chatham, Sheernefts, Seaford FAgement 

and a Firediip, in the Latitude of 49 bftweft * 
3nd 13) about L*Cciguc$ irom Scilly? cowman* 
he met four French Ships about four in d*d h>\ 
the Morning with Englifts Colours, the $ ft " 
biggeft between 60 and 70 Guns, ano- monds 
ther of 50, the third 36, and the fourth Ta th* 
about 24. They ftood right down on renc>' 
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him, and thereupon he fired a Gun for 
the oeaford, Firefhip, and his Convoys 
that were to Windward, to join him’ 
and at 7 the French ftruck their Emliflj 
Colours, and began to fire upon our 

Ps* The F»refhip, by reafon of her 
ill lading, was taken by the two fmal- 
ler Frigats and their Boats, and the 

■ two bigger took the Sea ford, after they 
had firft (hot down her Main-yard, and 
Jien her Main-mail ^ but finding her 
not able to fwim, they burnt her. The 
Fight continued very fmartly for two 
hours, and then the French gave over., 
but^ followed our Ships till the 8th* 
tho’ not within Gun-,'hoc. That Mor¬ 
ning they bore down again, and enga¬ 
ged about three hours, and then left off, 
and chafed thofe Merchant Ships that’ 
at the beginning of the Engagement’ 
were taking the ufua! Care for their 
own Security, and our Frigats were fo 
niuch difabled, that they were forced to 
bear up for Plintonth to refit. 

The Rear- Ihe Rear-Admiral endeavoured to 

fZ’t i‘?tercePt the Enem)h but having not 
for -want 12 Days Provifions at fhort Al- 
of Prcvi- lowance, he was conftrained to repair 
Fns- to Port/month for a Recruit, not being 

able to reach Plimouth, by reafon he 
chafed a Number of Ships to the Eaft- 
ward of that Port, which proved to be 
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Swedes from Lisbon. After he had fup- 
plied himfelf with Provifions, he re¬ 
ceived Orders from Vice-Admiral Mit¬ 
chell the 21 ft of May, 1697, to proceed 
again into the Soundings wit h four Third 
Rates and two Fire (hips $ but they were 
Victualled for no longer than a Month 
at fhort Allowance. From Plimouth he 
was to take the Anglefiy and Pi-month, 
if ready, and to tee three Eafl-India. 
Ships well into the Sea. The 24th he 
failed from St. Hellens, and the 26th in 
the Morning arrived off of P/mouth, 
where he left Orders for the two Ships 
beforemention’d to follow him, and 
took the Medway with him. His Crui¬ 
zing Station was from 10 to too Leagues iw. 
Weft from Stilly, and the general Ren- Admiral 

dezvous 40 Leagues W. S. W. from f 
thence. He lay till the 5th of June into the 

between the Latitudes of 50 and 49, ^?un* 
about 30 Leagues Weft of Scilly ♦ but “ns 

being then driven far in, he fent the 
Kent to Plimouth, and the Firefhip in 
her Company, the former having fprung 
her Fore-maft, and was fo leaky that 
one Pump would hardly free her. How¬ 
ever, the Weather being more mode¬ 
rate, he proceeded with the three Third 
Rates 120 Leagues Weftward ■ of Scilly, 
and then feeing no Ships of the Ene¬ 
my, he parted with thofe bound to In¬ 

dia 
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dta on the 8th of June, in the Latitnde 
of 50, the Wind at N. W • and be- 
hevinEr (fince three Days before the 
VVind had been Southerly) that the 
Virginia Fleet were gone for Cape Clear, 
or fome part of the Coaft of Ireland, he 
flood over thither, but foon after hear¬ 
ing they were not arrived, ftretched out 
to Sea again, and met with a Ship that 
parted from them in the Latitude of 
49° 50 tbs icth of this Month, about 
250 Leagues from the Land. 

This Intelligence, and the fliortnefs 
of his Provifions, induced him to re¬ 
pair towards Plirnonth, and in his way 
he had the good fortune to join the 
Virginia and Wejl-India Fleets, and their 

stnboi Particu]ar Convoys off of the Lizard • 
brings in and foon after meeting Vice-Admiral 
the Vir- Mitchell off of the Start, he was by 
Weft-Wbim di reded to repair to Plirnouth with 
India tne Merchant Ships, where he received 
Fleets. Orders from Sir George Rooke to repair 

to the Fleet then palling Weftward, and 
to take care for fending Eaftward a 
Convoy with the Trade ^ but thefe Or¬ 
ders were contradided by others from 
the Lords of the Admiralty, dated the 
10th of July, and he, in Obedience to 
them,proceeded to the Squadron before 
Dunkirk,which Capt. Beaumont had com¬ 
manded a confiderable time before, con- 

•. . . filling 
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lifting of fix Third Rates, befides the 
Newarktwo Fourths, one Fifth, and 
two Firefhips 5 but three of thofe Third 
Rates were called off to the Downes by 
the Lords of the Admiralty. 

No fooner was he arrived in the Rw- 
Squadron, but he went in his Boat be- ^dmira[ 
fore the Tier-Heads of Dunkirk , but arrive? 
found not one Ship in the Road, tho’ off of 
he difcovered 15 or 16 tall Ships within, ^|jn‘ 
and one of them with a Flag at the 
Fore-top~maft-head. 

With Captain Bedimont he found two 
Orders from the Lords of rhe Admi¬ 
ralty, the one to purfue Monfieur Du 
Bart, and to deftroy his Ships at any 
Place whatever, except under Command 
of the Forts in Norway or Sweden $ and 
the other to obey His Majefty’s Com¬ 
mands, which the Admiralty directed 
him to do, in Obedience to the Orders 
they receiv'd from his Majefty to that 
purpofe. 

The 30th of July, 1697, Rear-Admi¬ 
ral Vandergoes join’d him with 11 Dutth semi 
Ships$ and it was propos’d that one of Dutcfe 
the Squadrons fnould lie fo as that ?,'ft 
Dunkirk, might be South of them, and Dun- 

the other in, or near Oftend Road, that kirk- 
if Du Bart fhould attempt to pafs out, 
either at the North or Eaft Chanel, 
they might the better difcover him i 

D d but 
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but no other Anfwer was made by the 
Dutch Flag, than that, his Ships were 
foul, and not in a Condition to purfbe 
him. 

The Bne The French Ships at Dunkirk^ were in 

French IT’ .^ro‘11 52 to 2^ Guns, and about 
Ships at the beginning of Aaguft, they were al?, 
gun- except Monfieur Du Burt’s own Ship, 

hawled into the Bafin to clean 3 fo that 
it was judged they were making ready 
to come out the next Spring Tide: But 
finee our Ships, as well as the Dutch, 
were all foul, little Service could be ex¬ 
pected from their Chafing ; and it was 
almofk next to an Impoifibility to block 
up clean Ships at Dunftrlg with foul 
ones. Wherefore the Rear-Admiral pro¬ 
pos’d that four of his belt Sailers might 
be order’d to Sheemefs to clean, and that 
the others might come to the Downes, 
not only to take in Water, which they 
very much wanted, but to heel and 
ferub 3 and this he judged might be 
done, before the approaching Spring 
would have given the French opportu¬ 
nity of getting over the Bar : But at 
this very time it was not thought ad- 
vifeable, tho‘ afterwards he received 
Orders to do it ^ fo that at the prefent 
lie only fent the Ships from time to 
time to the Downes to Water, as they 
could held be fpared. 

The 
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The 17th of Augnjt, 1697, the Rear- 

Admiral obferved five clean Ships rea¬ 
dy to fail out of Dunkirk, and belie¬ 
ving they would pufh through the Eaft 
Chanel, he (Lifted his Station, and lay 
between Oflcnd and Newport, and gave 
notice thereof to the Dutch $ but no¬ 
thing remarkable happened till the 23d, n 
when, at Five in the Morning, he difi- 
cover’d five Sail Ea ft ward of him, New- ships get 
port then bearing South, diftant about °f.. 
r r c j* Dunkirk* 
five Leagues ^ upon which he immedi¬ 
ately made the Signal for Chafing, the 
Wind being at S. W, and the French 
(leering away N. E, but finding they 
wronged him very much he brought 
to at Four in the Afternoon. The 
fmalier Ships indeed, namely, the Dra¬ 
gon, Falmouth, Romney, and Adventure, 
kept on till about Six, and took a Dun¬ 
kirk Privateer of 10 Guns and 60 Men, 
that had been cruizing in the North 
Seas two Months. 

After this, the Rear-Admiral endea¬ 
voured to regain his Station ; but the 
25th at Night he was obliged to an¬ 
chor about five Leagues Weft from the 
Galloper, the Wind blowing hard at 
S. W. There he continued till Eight 
the next Morning, and then faw eight 
Sail about 5 Leagues off, (landing Eaft- 
ward, and two more Southward, the 
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latter proving to be the Romney, 'and a 
Flyboat (he had retaken 5 the others he 
puriued, but could get no Account of 
them. 

Thus ended this Long and Chargea¬ 
ble War 5 for little or nothin*" re¬ 
markable nappend afterwards Peace 
being proclaim’d the 18th Day of Oclo- 
per • and the Whole may be briefly 

Zfort “imnyd up thus 5 That although the 
?%7,1' F™ch d,J. at the beginning of the 
thewhoie. get niore early to Sea, and with 

greater Strength than we did, (I me hi 
than what we had in a BodyNi particu¬ 
lar iy in the Ad ions that happen’d at 
u an try and Be achy, when the Fleet was 
under the Command of the Earl of 
Torrington h yet when our Affairs came 
to be oet.er lettled, and that both we, 
tiUG the Dutch, did take the Neceflary 
and timeay Care to be early and ftrong 
at Sea ; the Enemy did not, more than 
once afterwards during thewhoie War, 
dare to look us in the Face ; and even 
that once, was when the Court of 
France to ought the nfelves feci, re of de- 
ftroyittg two Squadrons of our Ships 
on their own Coaft, Commanded by 
rir Ralph Ddavall and Rear-Admiral 
Carter, before the bigger Ships could 
pofliiiy join them. Twas that which 

occa- 
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occafion’d pofitive Orders to Monfieur 
Tourville their Admiral, and it was thofe 
Orders which obliged him to Engage, 
though he found our whole Force to be 
join’d. But from that very time (as 
they did the preceding Year) they made 
it their bufinefs to avoid meeting us at 
Sea, though they had, the Year before 
the faid Engagement, all the Strength, 
in a Body, that podibly they could e- 
quip. Finding therefore that they 
could not, with the hopes of Succefs, 
attempt any thing on our Fleet, they 
Buffered themfelves to be infulted, their 
Towns to be bombarded, and the Spa¬ 
niard to be relieved by our Forces in 
the Mediterranean, contenting them¬ 
felves ( as I doubt they will on other 
like occasions do) with putting the 
Crown of England, and the States-Ge- 
neral, to a very great Expence yearly, 
in fetting forth Great Fleets, while they, 
with their cruizing Frigats and nume¬ 
rous Privateers, made their utmoft Ef¬ 
forts in the intercepting our Trade, 
which being not only almoft as great 
as in time of Peace, but very rich alfo, 
was a fufficient Bait to invite the Equip¬ 
ment of great Numbers of private Ships 
for fuch an Enterprize 5 whereas their 
little Commerce, efpecially in thefe 
parts of the World, was hardly worth 

the 
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the while to look after. In this they 
were but too fuccefsful, though I may 
venture to fay, that had the Mahers 
who were intruded by the Merchants, 
been, more careful to have taken the 
provided Convoys, or, when under the 
Protection of fuch Convoy, more dili¬ 
gent in keeping Campany with them, 
(many Inftances whereof I am able to 
give to the contrary) the Enemy would, 
in a very great Meafure, have mifs’d of 
their aim in this Particular. 

As for the Lofles that England and 
France fuftain d during the whole War, 
in the Ships of their Royal Navies, it 
will have a much better Face on our 
fide than that of the Trade ^ for having 
coll eft ed the fame, with as much Ex- 
aftnefs as poffibly I could, the Reader 
may find in the following Account, the 
one and the other compared $ by which 
it will appear, that the Enemy (confi- 
dering the Magnitude of the Ships) 
were much greater Sufferers than we. 
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An Account of the Ships tafen 
from us by the French, 
during the lVat\ and what 
were burnt, and toof from 
them, viz. 

Englifh. 
N°* of Guns Total. 
Ships. each. 

I of 70— - JO 
I of 54— - 54 
2 of 48— - 96 
I of 46— — 4 6 
3 of 42 -12 6 
3 of 36— -10S 
6 of 32— -192 
2 of 30 — 60 

4 of 24 — 96 
2 of 18— - 3 6 
2 of 16— - 32 
2 of 12—- - 24 

II of 10-— -no 

5 of 8— - 40 
I of 6— — 6 
4 of 4— - 16 

Total —50 Total 1x12 
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i French. 

No. of Guns Total 
Ships. each. 

2 of I04— —208 
1 of 90 — 90 
2 of 80— —160 
3 of 76 ~—228 t 
I of 74 - — 74 
1 of 70 70 
I of 68- 68 
2 of 60 — -120 
4 of 56 224 & 
T of 5° 5Q 
1 of 48 - 48 
I of 42— — 42 
I of 40 40 
5 of 32—' ■—160 
5 of 30— ■—150 
5 of 2 8— —140 
I of 2.6— — 2 6 

3 of 24 - 7 2 
of 20- -60 

6 of 18— —108 
1 of 16—1 — l6 
2 of 12- 24 
6 of 10— - 60 
1 of 6 - 6 

Total.—Total 2244 

Number of Guns on board the French 
Ships, more than in the Englifi, 1152, 
and moil: of them much Superior in 
their Quality. 

FINIS,i 
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